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1 . the poradl warring 4 
Th replied tothe Phariſzes and rn of the on the 2 


80 tribute confounded the Sadducees,. by proving the + 
. - reſurreflion—anſwered à Scribe reſpettmg the 1 


and great command ment —baſled the Phariſees, 
| of 9 g 9. queſtion about the b—waried' 
392 dAiiſeiples againſt the Seribes Pharijees,” iubom 
"79 be reproved and condemned in <a nuff f ba 2 
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" *Wijras ; „ „ wits whews inde: tte: 
| where is the di of this world 7” Such were 
the nts: of our Lord and in their proud and 8 1 
malicious contentions with him fhey were completely 5 4 
vanquiſhed and confounded; © Towards the Jane 4 
His life, eſpecially, they ſet upon him wich all their 0h 
' dubtlety, in order to enſnare him; but their 'beſt 


<cpcerted. plans. were _—_— We know” alſo, 1 
of ſa and 2 ſhalt. be 2 
4 , 2 18 . e 


— 


me fealt here 
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overcome, 4 All that are incenſed againſt him ſhall 
1 de aſhamed . 1 . © 16h $I: bb: 4 
Part of his audience had withdrawn, 


dein d by his fairhfi Yniti 
rags k genraged hy his faithful admonitions ; 
| but he proceeded to inſtruct the reſt by 


+ _ very intereſting parable +. In language ſomething 
| ts - fimilar to what he had uſed on a former occaſion t, 


he repreſented the great bleſſings of the Goſpel under 


Juch as are moſt exquiſite in their nature, are here 
"exhibited. They are ſufficient for the ſupply of every 
veſt, and capable of vide inexpreintle delight. 
bis is more than a common entertainment: it is a 


for the accommodation. of his creatures upon.earth. 


It is, alfa, defigned for the celebration of à marriage, 


the union of his own Son with the Church: for 
Jeſus is the Bridegroom of his people, having eſpouſ- 


ed them to himſelf. What extenſive and unparalleled 


grace does this diſplay ! ! 


| 2 i e 
A numerous company kad been deſired to give 


their attendance; and at the proper ſeaſon, when re- 
minded of their ſovereign's expectatiobs, they refuſed 


21771 ro obey his ſummons. Yet ſuch was his condeſcen- 
"oe 


at after this inſult he renewed the invitation, 


| and ſent one meſſage b another, aſſuring them 
rniſhed-for their reception, 
and requeſting their preſence without delay. Even then 


that his table was richly 


his kindneſs was rejected with diſdain, Seng pabder- 
ed as à matter not 5 regarding: for © they 
made light of it,” and turned their attention to 


their common occupations. - Is this a natural de- 
ſer ption? Are men, in general, backward to partake 


of-a ſumptuous entertainment? Do they not run with 
eagerneſs to ape e ſenſual appetites? Ves: but 


2 1. . 24. + Matts il. —14. f. Sethe 26. 


- 


— 


the deſcription of a feaſt, Plenteous proviſions, and 


,_ Loyal banquet; what the King of heaven has prepared 


ibited, is ſpiritual; and the con- 


- 


a decifive proof of our extreme depravity+: there is 
ſcarcely any thing in life, which is not preferred to 
grace and ſalvation, Er bebe to ogs PPE Bet 

The parable further declares, that the ſervants, 
who catried their lord's meſſages, were treated with 


—* 


— — 


This was, exactly, What the holy Prophets and 
Apoſtles met with from the Jewiſh nation. Jeſus, 


perſecuting-ſpirit and that of cheir countrymen: and, 
while he repreſented the king as | utterly deſtroying 


nem . EG i 4 


E aſhes, he virtually predicted the divine judgments 


coming upon them, for their rejection of the Goſpel. 


| Others, however, © have. obtained. mercy through 
.their unbelief*.” nne HARD: 6 OPT! Inh 

The invitation to the marriage was enlarged. 

The ſovereign, determined that his preparations ſhould 

not be ineffeQual, called in the ſtrangers and miſerable 


outcaſts upon the highways, till the feaſt was futniſh- 
ed with gueſts; Thus the Lord God has ſent the 
glad tidings of ſalvation to ſinners of the Gentiles, 


even to thofe, who through their ignorance and pro- 
faneneſs ſeem at the greateſt diſtance, and in a ſtate 


the moſt deplorably wreigbed. [The miniſters of 


the Goſpel are now commiſſioned/ to bid to the 
marriage, as many as they ſhall find. Whatever, 
then, may have been your character or condition, we 
entreat your attendance, and aſſure you, that the 
Lord will graciouſly, receive. you. O refuſe; not, :as 
others have done to their perdition. ; » 4 lt 


But if you accept the invitation, you alt com | * 
with "gps 1 Enn and be properly 22 


ed, while you fit down to this enterta nment: for 
a wedding garment” is provided for each gueſt. 
„ ii e e eee even? 6 0554 nn 
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tempt; with which its bleſſings are uſually refuſed,:is : Fg 


ſcorn and violence; and ſome of them ſuffered death. 
therefore, held up to his hearers a true picture of their 


his murderous. ſubjects, and reducing their city to * 


8 
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God himſelf propoſes. to & cover you with the robe 
of righteouſneſs,” which will render you beautiful 
in his ſight : you cannot ſtand in his preſence with- 
dodut it! He will minutely ſurvey the perſons, who pro- 
ſeſt a readineſs to partake of his feaſt, and ſuch are all 
_ .* the outward members of his Church. One is repre- 
ſented as fingled out from the reſt, not wo clothed 
| uach the veſtment required. He was d forth | 
1 and examined concerning his wry to (be 
| admitted to that high banquet : and, having nothing 
| co urge in his own” defence, he was Caſt out with | 
| extreme diſgrace. "The all-piercing eye of God 
will detect every hypocrite, who may be numbered 
1 among his people. It is not enough to join the aſſem- 
| 
| 
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blies of che ſaints: have we © put on Chriſt?” If 
we are unwilling to appear in his righteouſneſs, and 

2 upon our own worthineſs, we cannot be 

ble gueſts: nor can we eſcape conviction. 
w cameſt thou in hither??? is a queſtion, which 
4h E U coptound, thouſands, who ſeemed to pay a reſpect 
tc the Goſpel. What, then, is bur habit? Are 

e clothed with the garment of ſalvation?” If 

© atherwiſe; an awful condemnation awaits us: we 
muſt be excluded from God and happineſs, and 
conſigned to 2 m_ of endleſs and inexpreſſible 

; "cogent, anguiſh, and deſpair. Ah! what © ſearch- 

s/ of heart become us, ſince few, in compa- 
iſon, obtain the efficacious influence of that grace, 
which is tendered to them in the Goſpel ! 

BY - Theſe ſolemn admonitions of Jeſus did not conci- 
liate, but rather the more exaſperate, his enemies. 
Ps 4 were afraid to take away his life by force; 
And, therefore, dy various ſchemes they endeavoured | 
=o Rn — plauſible e itz "Accord- | 

= 1 . propoſed ubtle eltions,- merel that 

A p61 0g draw from him fach anſwers, oats 
furniſh them with a heavy charge againſt him. The 
5 N left 228 and, Nor co _ together * 


\ 


tions, and ſharply reproyed their hypocr 


JESUS CHRIST. 


he del d of effecting den FOTO 
the Herodians in layiag a ſnare for him &. 
men were of different parties and principles, . and yet 
they could agree in the ſame. diabolical purpoſe. 
They came with fair, but feigned, profeſſions of re- 

rd, and requeſted our. Lord's deciſion, as to the 
[ws fulneſs of paying, tribute. to Ceſar, the Roman 
Emperor. | Probably, they were confident of .involy- 


ing him in a very ſerious difficulty: if be had dif- 


ſuaded them from ſubmitting to the tax, they might 
have accuſed him as an enemy to the government; 


or, if he had commanded it, they might have in- 
people againſt him, as. N to their 


But how vain are all hanen devi igen in oppoſition FT: 


cenſed the 
liberties. 2 


o God! eſas perceived their malevolent inten- 
He re- 


plied „FCC 


and condemn themſelves in their own cauſe. IG, bey is 


were forced to confeſs their ſubjection to Ceſar, 


long as they received the current * Ich: _ : 


\ ſtamped with that Emperor's image. 12 N 
therefore, without entering into 1 bates, 


that they (boyld . render to Ceſar the things hi 
were were Gelr 8. A coneluſion undeniably 1 
juſt was the caution, which he 1 


leaſt, to be as much regarded and complied. with, as 


thoſe. of bur earthly governors. They were affo- _ 
niſhed at the prudence and propriety of this anſwers, - 


and obliged for that time to abandon. their purpoſe. 
Let us, then, attend to our Lord's deciſion, a 


i ſcriouſly conſider what we owe both to God and 3 
king. Theſe duties are not incompatible mg each. | 


other : we cannot plead, that we truly « fear God,“ 


if we do not © honour the king.“ | Are we giving 


K Mark: wi. 27. Luke xx. 20—46. 


ont | { B 3 - ., that 


2 
__ 


ubjoined; 
that aur God alſo has demands upon us, which ought, at 


Ji 


7 3 
6 '. _g8cnIPrURE enanactens. i 


them? Do we not ſtudy fraudulent me- 


thods of evading the taxes, which are impoſed, or 


pay them with a peeviſh diſcontent ? Surely, fuch a 
condutt is diſgraceful to the proſeſſion of religion. 
But, ough we have maintained our ſoyalty and 


ſubmiſſion to _ reigning iy powers, haye * we not 


, neglefed the God of heaven He no rights, 
no claims upon us? Or, ſhall we preſume, that he 
will not aſſert them ? Will a man rob God?” 
Would not 2 attempt i ply conſummate igno- 
| Trance, pride, and fool-hardineſs? Vet we all col 


© done it. We have not ark his perfections, ho- 


noured his government, obeyed his law, or believed 
in bis goſpel, 1 We have not rendered 
all proper reverence attention to his name, his 


ſabbaths, his houſe, or mintſters. Enter not into 


8 J ment with thy ſervants, O Lord! 

the ſame day, a different ſet of men attacked 
_ the Saviour . ze. Jadducees, who denied a fu- 
ture fate, came ad ſtarted''a difficulty againſt the 
reſurrection of the body, which they-ridiculed; They 
urged; that ſeven brethren, having been married in 
ſucceſſion to the ſame woman, could not all claim 


ber as their wife in the world to come. But Jeſus 


declared, that their opinions evinced an'ignorance of 

the ſcriptures,” and of the mighty power of God; 
ſince that power can eaſily reſtore life to the dead, 
| however improbable the event may ſeem, and the 


ſeriptures expreſsly aſſert, that they ſhall riſe. He 


_ that reverence and ſupport, which are e due to En 
in — 5 Do we utter no eontemptuous ſpeeches 


— 


ed, that all ihe diſtinctions and relations, which 


ſubſiſt among us on earth, will have no place here- 
after. There may be a knowledge of thoſe, to whom 


we are how cloſely united ; _ al thoſe partial at- 
tachments and connections, which bind us to one 


5 -u hana: bp honmnt 3 
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rsus cuts. a7, 
another, will then be done away, as inconſiſtent with 
the perfection of the heavenly ſtate. Their objec- 
tion, therefore, fell to the ground. He ſhew¾ed alſo, 
even from the books of Moſes, which they profeſſed 
to receive, that euere had given ſufficient intima- 
tions of a future 1 eallip himſelf the God of 
Abraham, Iſaac, nd: Jacob, ng : after thoſe pa- 
triarchs were ie 5% may thence conclude, 
that departed: faints are not periſhed ; but that, as 
God is their God, their ſpirits are now. with him, 
and their duſt ſhall awake again, to live in his prer | 
ſence for ever. Thus they were completely 


quiſhed, and dared not to renew their attack. 
Sadducees, betray their TR and perverſenets 
by the difficulties, which they ſtart on the ſubject of 
the words of Jeſus, Yelp wes not knowing the 
ſcriptures, nor the power of God. We entreat you 
tainly turn to your own-canfuſion... If you will gr 
tify your captious diſpoſition, and fondneſs for 
point, which do not admit an ealy ſolution. 70 | 
while you refuſe to abide. by the ſimple declarations 
give in its arrogant deciſions, you mer periſh in 
your on ima 
Vith Jesus, the Phariſees ſet upon him , as if 
were confident of „ better . One of 
2 to try his k of divine revela- 
2 It ſeems to have been. diſputed = Apart 
cept: ſome pre: erred ceremonies, and others 
* Mat. xxib. 34, Kc. Mark xii. 28-37. "Luke xx. 41==44- 


Do not modern free-thinkers,. like the 5" 
religion? We would, — addreſs them in 
to relinquiſh your vain fpeculations, which will cen- 
tation, innumerable queſtions may be raiſed on 
of God's word, and ſuffer . corrupt reaſon to 
Rut, ch 3 declined the conteſt 
their learned doors came forward with a queſtion, 
which was the moſt” important and 
N ed while 


8 -$cnrpront CHARACTERS. | | 
d little regard to that extenſive 


Vile the g 
92 = peſs, which is indiſpenſably required. Upon this 


20-4 
ws. 


EN 


lity pai 


poin therefore, the Scribe” ed to Jeſus, and 
| a deciſive anſwer. Ihe Saviour diſcovered 


: 1 once a complete underſianding of the ſacred law 
in its 1 import, while he declared, that its grand 
demand is love; love the moſt ardent, of which we 


are capable, to 'the one ſupreme Jehovah, and love 


for the whole human ſpecies, as ſincere as that which -_ 


we feel for ourſelves. The Jewiſh doctor perceived 


+: acknowledged the excellence of this reply, and 


Joined in afſerting, that the principle of ience, 


4 which our Lord laid down, was far more valuable 
and acceptable to God, than all ceremonial ob- 


ſervances or expenſive ſacrifices. It appeared, then, 


tat the Scribe; though be had come with an im- 


propet temper, more conſiſtent ſentiments 


of divine truth, than were uſually found among the 


Phariſees, and "ſuch as might have led him to an un- 
feigned acceptance of the Goſpel, On this ground, 
Jelus commended the ſolidity of his judgment, and 


| Tonſidered him as promiſing fair for de ki cr) poet of - 


8 God, What the event was, we are not 


70 e we attended to it? Do we u 
of the main importance in religion? Are we aware 
of the extenſive and fpiritual nature of God's moral 


The ſubje&, here propoſed, is —— 


what is 


law? Do we approve and admire its precepts, as 
« holy, and juſt, and good?” Do we live under 


the influence of that facred-principle of love, which 


is required in preference to every thing beſides, and 
without which nothing can be pleaſing to God' > It 


is, indeed, the ſum and ſubſtance of all thoſe duties, 


which the "inſpired writers have inculcated, and is 
properly called ( the fulfilling of the law. For 


every tranſgrefſion ſhews a defect of * TI: 3 


89 
4 | „ Rom. xiii, 20. | 9 


2 


nenn. „ 
| aud love, if it maintained an n. iy, 
cendaney, would certainly lead to 7 to the. full perfection. 
of - obedience. . But we Fila lamentably. and 
continually. ' Our. deſires and affections, if » ex-. - | 
amined by this teſt, will every day convicts. of | 
guilt, We come far ſhort of that regar % wk x: 
we owe both to God and man; and a 
N poſlibly plead, wil compenſate the went #7 


i ie Pha 0 rounded or Lond 10d rs 0 f 
y.meditated a freſh. attack. But he, the mate 
completely to baffle and confound them, propoſed a; 

queſtien, and called upon them to declare « Grapes 1— 1575 
nion of the extraction of Meſſiah, whom they p © Oy 
feſſed to look for. He ſtarted a difficulty bo their. 7 
own ſcriptures, which they could not reſolve. They 45 
werte agreed, that the Chriſt, the promiſed Saviour | 
wut be < the: Son of David” and they could not 
deny, that David, under the influence of the Holy 
. Ghoſt, ſpeaks of him as his Lord . When — th | 
therefore, to explain, in what ſenſe he could be he 
- Son, and yet the Lord, of David, they could not e- 
ply.;' They felt themſelves overpowered, and relin- 
quiſhed their vain —— though by Rill re- 5 
tained all their male volenee. 
1 alſo, > wt be addreſſed, — 9 
ö important one it is, « What think ye of Chriſt?““ 
Have you formed conſiſtent and ſcriptural ſentiments 
of his and deſcent? Or, how do you remove 
the difficulty, as it is here ſtated? If it be adinitted, 
that Chriſt is very God, as well as very man, the 
| 22 üb and contradiction i is done away. In; 7 
his human nature, he is © the Son of David, accord 
3 the . but, by a divine nature only, he is 
b avid's Lord.“ Thus he ſtyles himſelf „ The 
8 root pn the offspring of David 1. But if we re- 


ho" li c . N t . 


enen eee 


Ne IE Eg to 


ume —_— 


— 


10 3 LCRIPTURECHAKACTRAE, | 
him as no more than's creature like ourſelves, 


© aid us havin wg higher original than earthly parents, 
the e 1 incongruous. The queltion 
will Rill hk 2 cannot de anſwered, ( How doth 


David in Spirit call him Lord ?“ If we abide by the 
plain und en (or Pray ergo of the Bible, we ſhall 
readily allow, 4 is 6 Immanuel,” « God 
manifeſted in Ne 8 no other doſtrine will re- 
concile the 4 % which relate to him. 

Tais important poſition nr; bee eſtabliſhed,” we may 
_ xejoice and ik. ng as it yup: a ſecure and immovable,. 
foundation for our hope towards God. 

eſus continued through the da A admo- 
and reprove. Addreſſing bimſelf to 'his di 
ciples, in the audience of all the people, he ſolemnly 
warned them to beware of the pride und hypocriſy of 
the Scribe und 'Phariſees, whom he ſeverely con- | 
demned, as be had done in ſimilar language upon ® 
former occaſion v: - At far as they ſpeak to you in 
God's name, and agreeably to his word, they dew 
mand your and obedience. us — con- 
duct is inconfiſtent with their on inſtructiona j and 
— be afraid of being _ by their: prraicjous | 
They aſſume an oe of great 
— ſerupulouſly p a man eres 

. but they act, throughout, rom the baſeſt 

principles their aq aim is to gain the notice and 


auſe' of men. r oftentation-and vain-glory 
are deteſtable, while affect ſuch diſtinRions and 
titles, as lead the to compliment their piety 


and learning, But you, my diſciples, muſt' be far 
different, not taking to | yourſelves any ſtate, or- 
dou appellations of ur and precedency. 
You muſt live as brethren, who have but one Father 
and one Maſter, and be willing to ſubmit to he 


ek e 14% Al. 3840, Lake 354 454 86. 
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meaneſt office, 4 in lowlineſs of min! eſteem 
others better than yourſelves,” Such a temper is indif. 
penſably requiſite, ſince . God reſiſteth the proud, 
and giveth grace to the humble“ _ 

Have we, then, attended to the exhortation, which 


ally concerns all the followers of Jeſus? Do we 


Doe that meekneſs of Spirit, ſo ellential to the 
hriſtian character? Are there no proud contentions 
among us for ſuperiority of rank? And do we cheer - 
| fully condeſcend and ſtoop to our inferiors, for th ir 
* benefit? Or again, while we pay a due reſpect to thoſe 


ence above all? Do we remember, as we ought, that 
we are accountable, not to men, but to God, who 
4 ſearcheth the heart, and that 4 one is our Maſter, 
even Chriſt “Q. , 
N. When Jeſus had delivered theſe cautions, he turned 
- himſelf to the Scribes and Phariſees, who fi 
ech probably, to find ſome ground of accuſation againſt 
Mm. He then addreſſed them with pecular majeſty, 
_ and as one inveſted with ſovereign authority.. In the 
capacity of their Judge, he arraigned, he convicted 
them, and, for their ſecret 3 upon 
them the heavieſt condemnation. From one ſentence 
to another, we hear nothing but wo, wo, wo; breaking 
\ forth. from his lips. Yet we ſhall not wonder, if we 
attend to the charges, which he brought. e 
They diſeovered an obſtinate and malevolent op- 


on to the Goſpel, not only rejecting it them- 


| _ ſelves, but, with a furious bigotry, preventing others 


from receiving it. They practiſed the moſt cruel 
oppreſſions, even upon the widow and the fatherleſs, 
and yet. covered their injuſtice wick a ſhew of 


- 
* 


uncommon ardour in devotion... Their pretences to 


religion rendered their extortion the more deteſtable ; 


and therefore Jeſus declared, that, their boaſted 
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in higher life, do we reverence God and our cunſei - 
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22 . SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS, 
= aggravate their damnation. They 


| {> ot Bevan ay 
_ © ſhewed great zeal to gain proſelytes, not for the 
. glory of God, but their reputation; and they were ſo 


earneſt to confirm each proſelyte in their errors and 
hatred of the truth, as to make his caſe more deplora- 


dle and hopeleſs than their own. They endeavoured 
by ſpecious arguments und curious diſtinctions to 


juſtify their profane uſe of oaths, as if they might be 
allowed to ſwear in certain forms of ſpeech, ind con- 
degree of guilt by falſifying their 
ſolemn &«ffirmations, But Jeſus, convicted them of 


_ horrid impiety and perjury, while he aſſerted, that 

ſuch appeals to the temple, and the altar, as they 

gy” 7 for, were no other than appeals to God 
.  bimfelf. _ rl 


They paid a ſcrupulous attention to ſome trifles, 
which exalted their "reputation, but neglected the 


moſt important and neceſſary duties. Their religious 
"zeal was confined to external obſervances: they 

] 7 not real purity of heart. They were ſatisſied 
wi 


ſo much of the appearance of ſunctity, as would 


procure them admiration among the people, while their 
vile affections expoſed them to the contempt and in- 

dignation of that righteous God, to whom all their 
ſecret iniquity Jay open. OE | 


They pretended a high veneration for thoſe hol 
men, whom their fathers had murdered. But, thoug 


5 ay profeſſed to honour deceaſed ſaints: by building 


adorning their ſepulchres, they perſecuted living 


ones, and thus proved that they inherited the ſame - - 
violent hatred of genuine piety, as their anceſtors.” 
Jeſus, therefore, declared, that by their continued 


progreſs in wickedneſs, they would ſoon fill up their 


1 meaſure, and be ripe for deſtruction. So obdurate 
were mw that he conſidered them as on the brink of 
final perdi 


tion, ready to fink down into the damna- 


tion of hell. V et further means were to be tried with 
them. Apoſtles and other miniſters were to be ſent 


5 
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among . to bear witneſs of the truth: bur 
Lord Wessicted, that, by their cruel and ſanguinasy 
oppoſition to thoſe his honoured ſervants, they would 
provoke God more and more, till at length he ſhould 
ariſe to take exemplary vengeance upon that very ge- 
neration, and reckon with them for all the righteous 
blood, which had been ſhed from the beginning 4 
og 5 2 fel. Jed * ron 
How deplorable was their caſe us, ing | 
ly affected at the proſpect: of their approaching 2 
ries,” broke forth into a pathetic lamentation over 
them, as he had done twice before “. From this 
part of his conduct it appears, that, though he pro- 
nounced the moſt tremendous woes, judgment is “ his 
ſtrange work.“ He bewailed the murderous city, 
which had long been the ſeat of perſecution, and hien 
had ſcornfully reſiſted all his efforts of love for the 
falvation of her children. He would have cheriſhed 
and wage - 2 as _ 3 tender — 9 
they had obſtinate is ious pr * 
At laſt, therefore, inſalted merc Ein a 3 be 
withdrawn and give 32 to 8 juſtice: 5nd | 
that hand, whic ES ha ſtretched out with 
offers of richeſt — was ſoon to be likted up 
with a rod of indignation. to deſolate their country, 
and deſtroy them for ever, Thus Jeſus took a ſo- 
lemn farewel of the temple, to return no more: 


be warned the impenitent ſinners around him, and 


foretold his future advent, when they would ac- 
knowledge his divine character, and be to join 
in choſe acclamations of praiſe to him, which had 
| lately been forbidden in that houſe, ſaxing, 4 Bleſled 
is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.“. 
What ſolemn things are theſe l Sure if — — ate 
ſeriouſly regarded, they muſt leave a deep 
upon our — Let us, then, make the — 
to — rather than to the ancient Phariſees, 
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1 They SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 
1. A ſtriking exhibition is here given of the cha- 
of Jeſus. Behold, how tender his compaſſion, 
"is extenſive his grace! He ſeeks after thoſe, who 
are y to; periſh, and, with repeated and importu- 
nate ſolieitations, entreats them to hide themſelves 
under the ſhadow of his wings,“ where alone they 
can be ſafe and happy. O why are we un willing 
_ accept his offers? Lot. us, 142 remark, how Kick 
are his proceedinę s, when “ lays 3 » 
the line. How — the effects ge 
Who, then, ſhall” preſume to contend with Him 15 
we refuſe to honour bim by our unfeigned-compli- 
© ance, he will glorify himſelf in our nen a. 
fruftion 
2. Let not the faithful miniſters" of Chriſt be re- 
Ritter, for endeavouring, like their Lord and 
5 to admoniſh and reprove their careleſs hear- 
- n performing that painful 7 of their office, 
| toes 45 not aſſume the authority ge: but if, 
as the mouth of God, they try re his whole 
will without reſerve, they muſt denounce vengeance, 
as well as proclaim merey. From the example of 
i Jeſus, we ſee that this is conſiſtent with the exerciſe 
of perfect compaſſion and meekneſs. And ſhall, you 
3 2 with uncharitableneſs and pride thoſe, who 
„ watch for your ſouls,” becauſe they think them- 
felves bound to addreſs the wicked, even in the very 
ſtrong language of the ne How wad as eſcape 
- the damnation of hell?“ 

3. Let us ſeriouſl ee our own charafer. | 
What is our ſtate? What our expectation? Do we 
not, in ſome reſpect or other; betray a temper or con- 
duct, ſimilar to that of the Phariſce: ? Much we have 
heard of their hypocriſy > let us fear, to put on, as 
they did, a profeſſion of piety © for a cloke of ma- 
liciouſneſs ;* Pie would be more deteſtable, than 
avowed infidelity. But let not pure religion be laid 
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$0509) err. 1 
who have nothing but a fair appearance. Some are 
vehement in their invectives againſt the men, who 


«. for a pretence make lo 41 they 
themſelves never pray at all heſe perſons may 


| not come under the condetanation of Phariſees, but 5 
| they ſhall not eſcape the judgment of God for their 

, impiety. And, it they perith for ever, it will be no 

; comfort to them, that others ſuffer a ſtill greater 


legree of torm ent. * 

N © let us welcome the Saviour, while we adopt that 
expreſſive acclamation, © Bleſſed is he that cometh in 145 
the name of the Lord; that“ when he thall ap- 
pear, the ſecond time, we may have confidence, 
and not be aſhamed before him at his coming ““ 
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Does commended the liberality of the. poor wid 
die the deſiruttion of the. city and tempie of Feru- 
| ſalem and the various ſigns and circumſtances at- 
 * ,« tending ut—foreteld, alſo, bit coming to judgment, and 
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Is us, having pronounced a tremendous ſen- 
"tence upon the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, and declared 
that © their houſe was left unto them deſolate,” with- 
drew from that heautifuledifice, in which: they gloried 
as their brighteſt ornament and ſureſt defence. He 
departed from the temple to return no more. 
Probably as he went out, he pauſed, and remarked 
the readineſs with which the various worſhippers caſt 
* their money into the treaſury, for the neceſſary ex- 
pences of the divine ſervice TD. Many opulent per- 

ons contributed much; but he fixed his eyes upon a 
poor widow, while ſhe-was throwing in her two 

mites, and pointed her out to his diſciples as an ob- 
ject of his peculiar regard. He knew her ſtraitened 
circumſtances; he faw and approved. the inward 
principle of her heart. The value of her oblation an 
was trifling, but it included the whole of her little 
roperty. Our Lord, therefore, repreſented her li- 
+ . berality. as more enlar and more acceptable to no 
God,: than the coſtly offerings of the wealthy,. who 
had given up. only a ſmall part of their ſuperfluity, mi 
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events. 

circu 
with their exact accompliſhment, furniſh the ſtrongeſt 

evidence in ſupport of the Goſpel, and ſtand as an 


JESUS CHRIST, 17 
and ſtill retained every enjoyment as before. We 
learn from this Ar 2 —— that it is incumbent 
upon all to communicate, according to their ability, 
for the advancement of religion, as well as for the 
relief of the afflicted; that ſuch as are indigent ate 
not excuſed from the duty; and that He, * by whom 
actions are weighed, will commend and recompenſe 
the leaſt donations, which ſpring from faith and love. 
Jeſus was leaving the temple, when his diſciples 
ow / the opportunit — 8 to — the LN 
an cence of the building, ſuppo r Ys 
mat he would expreſs his aniration#. 8 But he 
turned off their attention from the conſideration of 
its grandeur to that of its approaching demolition, 
when not one ſtone ſhould remain upon another. He 
then retired to the mount of Qlives, which afforded 
him a proſpec of the ſacred edifice z and while. he 
fat there, perhaps contemplating- the deſtruction 
which he had foretold, ſome of his Apoſtles enquired 
privately, how ſoon his prophecies would be fulfilled, 
and what particular ſignals would precede the great 
is reply to the queſtion. contains various 
mſtantial predictions, which, when compared 


impregnable barrier againſt the affaults of infidelity. 
He addreſſed his diſciples to the following purpoſe: , 
« It is neceſſary for you to be upon your guard 


_ againſt vain pretenders; for many impoſtors , ſhall 


ariſe, aſſuming the name and character of the-Meffiab, 
and affecting to ſet up his kingdom. Dreadful com- 


motions and diſtreſſes, alſo, ſhall be permitted, before. 


the appointed deſolation of the Jews; but you | 
not, on that account, to be terrified or rater 4 

You. will, hear of the alarms of war, ſeditions, fa- 
mines, peſtilences, and earthquakes z and tremendous 


U 


* Mat, xxive 1, Kc. Mark xiii, 1, æc. Luke xxi. 5, dec. | | 
| appearances 
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. appearances ſhall be ſeen in the air: yet, awful as 
. theſe may be, they are intended only as preſages of f 
| far ſeverer calamities.”” oo | 1 
& You, my beloved friends, will ſtand in need of | 
+ © - a peculiar degree of courage. For, previous to thoſe 8 
national judgments, the moſt violent perſecutions Pp 
ſhall be raiſed againſt you; fo that you may WP 5 
in my ſervice, univerſal hatred, ſtripes, impriſon- a 
„ ment, and death itielf. Hereby, indeed, an honour * 
weill de conferred upon you. While you are called 1 
to anſwer: for yourſelves, you will have the opportu- * 
nity of bearing witneſs to the truth "before kings of 
3 rulers of the earth, and evincing the excellence b 

0 principles. You may tremble, perhaps, un- | 
e e that, becauſe you are deſtitute of ph 
bo 
ſtr 
att 


learning and eloquence, you ſhall not be able to vin- 
dicate my Goſpel, as you ought, and may therefore 
be confounded in che preſence of your judges. But 
need not be anxious on this account, fince the 

| Holy Ghoſt. will ſupport you, and furniſh: you with 


* 


proper ments and words: and I pledge myſelf to 
2 | fac utterance and wiſdom, as 1 
ou 


device to all the ſubtlety and power of your | 


enemies... 2 | 
This fierce oppoſition to my cauſe will ſtagger 
many of its profeſſed friends, and induce- them to 
deſert it. Through the feat of perſecution,-they will 
apoſtatiſe from the truth, and betray their neareſt re- 
Jatione, who ſtedfaſtly maintain it; ſo that one bro- 
ther ſhall 'treacherouſly deliver up another to the 
hand of violence, the father his ſon, the children their 
parents. What, then, have you to look for, but ge- 
neral contempt and abhorrence? Vet a peculiar pro- 
tection, extending even to your minuteſt concerns, 
mall be afforded you; in dependence upon which, 
you may poſſeſs an unſhaken firmneſs and compoſure 


of mind.“ | 
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* Man Gal teaches al, ll ariſe, and ſpread 
deſtructive errors: and, through the prevalence of 
iniquity, not a few of thoſe, have ſhewn much 
love for my name, - ſhall declias from their life and 
zeal, In the midſt of ſuch difficulties, you may be 

eder e ſervice: but I 


A he being you. gy as encou 
J affure you that your word ſhall not be ine ual, 
and that by your means, weak as you are, the Goſpel 
of my grace ſhall be.promulgated from kingdom to 
ingdom, and make its way againſt all oppoſition, 
nation of the known world. After that 
event the end ſhall come; the Jewiſh ſtate ſhall be 
the city and temple laid in ruins, and 


concluded, 
W 


9 There are, likewiſe, nearer ſigns, and certain 
atondant circumſtances of this approaching devaſta- 
tion, which you will carefully remark. According to | 
Daniel's p , you will ſee the Roman armies 
(properly ed © the abomination of deſolation, 

— deteſtable for their idolatry, and as laying 
waſte before them) erecting their ſtandards upon 
the holy ground, and inveſting Jeruſalem, Let this be 
conſidered as a ſignal, that you muſt immediately 
quit the place, which is about to be demoliſhed, and 
retreat. to the mountainqus part of the country, for 
the preſervation of your lives: Without regarding 
your ſubſtance or your apparel, fly upon the very firlt 
notice, with the utmoſt haſte ; or you will periſh in 
the general calamity. - Theſe troubles will be pecu- 
larly diſtrefling to perſons in certain ſituations, as to 
pregnant women, and to the mother, whoſe tender 
inſant ftill 3 It will, alloy" be 


THAT » ban, ine 26. 
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the calamities, which 
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deſirable to yourſelves, that your departure may not 
bappen in the winter ſeaſon, Which would increaſe its 
difficulty, or on the ſabbath- day, as it would grięve 
to have the ſacred reſt + interrupted by A org 
— 7 OL | 

. As.to-this NET OM people, who ire-devotald to 
deſtruction, their caſe „ill be moſt deplorable indeed. 
For the afflictions, which await them, will be ex+ 


treme, far ſurpaſſi de e inſtance that has yet been 
that 


known, or l occur again. A moſt tre · 
mendbus ſlaughter will take place among them; and 
thoſe, who e Tape the edge of tire ſword, ſhall. be diſ- 
perſed, in a ſtate of wretched captivity, among all 


the nations of the world. Their well - fortiſied city 


hall be razed to its very foundations, and remain in 
the: poſſeſſion of the Gentiles, till God's appointed 
time ſor the triumph of the Gentiles ſhall be: com- 
pleted. Should the horrid carnage and de vaſtation 


Continue long; the whole Jewiſh race would be quite 
extiipated· But God, who ſtill retains a purpole of 


mercy towards them, will preſerve them as a ſeparate 
people; agreeably to that declartion, i ar it 
not, for 8 is in it . A 
During theſe troubles, many deceivers will 
—arife; and, — the aſſumed character of the Meſſiah, 
eee deliverance. By ſpecious arts and uncom- 
mon operations, they will obtain much credit; and, 
if the grace of God [id not prevent, they would even 
pervert from the truth my choſen followers. But 
you ate required to take heed; and theſe very pre- 
dictions may be the means of your ſecurity. Be not, 
therefore, induced to join any vain pretenders; for 
5 have Foretold. are unavoid- 
able; The Son-of Man will come, as he hath ſaid, 


like the lightening, which is ſudden and terrible in 
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warded off. He will come, as in flaming, fire, to 
plead the cauſe of his Goſpel, and to inſlict exemplary 
vengeance on his enemies. Under his commiſſion, 
the Roman ſoldiers,” bearing the eagle on their ſtan- 
dards, Hall fly to the deſtruction of this devoted na- 
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tion, as the devouring eagles to their prey. The 


awful deſolation ſhall, alſo, be attended, even as oy 


final advent, with many ſurpriſing ſights in the hea- 


vens, and by great commotions, anguiſh,” and terror 
upon the earth.. I ele D214 TAPING. 

Before we proceed further with our Lord's ſolemn 
admonitions, let us pauſe awhile, and ſeriouſly medi- 
tate on theſe. prophecies, ſo expreſs and circumſtan= 
tial; for they deſerve our moſt earneſt regard. They 


are ſo ſtrong, as to be ſufficient of. themſelves, were 


there no other evidence, to prove the truth of the 
Goſpel. If the events have not anſwered theſe de- 
ſeriptions, then may Jeſus be rejected as a baſe im- 
poſtor, and his whole ſyſtem of doctrine derided,” as 
no better than an artful fiction. But, if indeed what 
he minutely foretold has been exactly accompliſhed; 


according to his declarations, what ſhall-we ſay ß 


Can there a doubt remain, concerning his miſſion, or 
the reſpect which is due to him? 54: 


„A is generally allowed, that thoſe effs@s; which © 


are clearly and undeniably miraculous, when pro- 
duced in ſupport of any poſition, are a full and in- 
conteſtable confirmation of it. Now prophecies are 
no other than miracles, perhaps the moſt ſtriking, 
which can poſſibly be exhibited. To predict future 
events, which lie beyond the reach of conjecture, and 


which at the time appear highly improbable; to do 


this in a circumſtantial manner, is as wonderful, 

as plainly ſhe ws a divine interpoſition, as opening 

the eyes of the blind, or raiſing the dead to life. Yet 

= is what the Saviour has done. Nay, be has de- 

ered ſuch prophecies, as yet continue to be ful- 

illed among-outſelves. Theſe, therefore, are like a 
Wo | 20d ſtanding. 


_ 
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ſtruction of Jeruſalem 
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-Nandit miracle, and afford us afhieniet atteſtation 
*than-even thoſe-were 3 with, 
o both aw and heard him. 
e declared; as we have remarked. upon the ſubjeR 
+ before us, many things which were unnd, to take 
ace, and which he could not have pointed out 
any human acuteneſs or penetration. They were, 
moſt offenſive to the people-around him, and 
ſuch, therefore, as impoſtors, whoſe aim is to 
coneiliate favour, never would have aſſerted. Nor is 
the application of his words doubtful: they are ſo 
| and particular, as to ſeem more like a hiſtory 
of the paſt,” than a prediction of the ſuture. In con- 
firmation of this remark, we appeal to thoſe, who have 


| related the facts as they really rr Joſephus, 


—.— writer, is in this vie w one of the ſtrongeſt 
advocates for 3 His account of the de- 
x..the Romans, which | he 
himſelf dba, ſo exactly verifies our Lord's declara. 
tions, as to furniſh the beſt comment upon them: and 
4 e, that Joſephus himſelf was raiſed up 
Lo d by the providence of God, on purpoſe. 
8 eee even contrary to his 
own intentions. 
It would be unſuitable ta our contracted plan to 
produce large extracts from hiſtorians, in fupport of 
the words of Chriſt, or to give a diſtinct expoſition of 
the Evangeliſts. But it may be proper to fix our 
bn on a few remarkable particulars, which cor- 
pond to the predictions before us. 1 
The temple of Jeruſalem has been deſtroyed by the 
very people, whom our Lord mentiohed. Yet that 


event was unlikely, conſidering the 3 which 
ten ſubſiſted, and the ſtrength of the fortreſs; which 


was generally thought impregnable. Nor was it the 1 


wiſh of the Romans to demoliſh it: the commander 


iſſued out his orders and laboured earneſtly to pon be 
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was ſo ſtruck, as to declare, that the Jews muſf be 
| under the avenging hand of God. All the preceding 
and attendant circumſtances, alſo, fell outas Jeſus ha 


eclipſes, meteors, a comet which reſembled a flaming 
ſword, hanging over Jeruſalem, and contending armies - 
in the air: ſuch alio, were the immenſe ſlaughter of 
the Jews, and the entire ſubjection of thoſe, who 
ſurvived the maſſacre. . The bare relation of the 
extreme diſtreſs and: anguiſh, generally felt on that 
melancholy occaſion, would be enough to draw tears 
of e 55 from the moſt obdurate ene. 
The remarkable deliverance of 'the Chriſtians, 
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n. YN likewiſe, fulfilled our Lord's words. For many of © 


Ve il them, obſerving. the appointed ſignal, fled from the 
deyoted city, and were reſcued from deſtruction. 
Thus they were ſeparated,” as the Iſraelites from the 


unto them for a prey. j 1 
The very rapid propagation of the Goſpel, which 


was preached in all the principal nations of- the 


ſteiking fact, which proves that Jeſus is a true prophet, 
Chriſtian churches were very early planted in various 
kingdoms upon the ruins of idolatry ; which muſt 
* have previouſly appeared utterly improbable, and can 


doctrine, vet y oppoſite to men's carnal affections, and 
ſtriking at the root of all the religions then eſtabliſhed, - 
cor- made its way with ſurpriſing energy, in ſpite of all 
human, wiſdom and power, which were employed to 
oppoſe it. The inſtruments, alſo, of accompliſhing 
this work, were in themſelves ſo weak and contempt- 
ible, as to ſhew that their ſucceſs was miraculous. - 
yhich They were indeed, as their Lord foretold, univerſally 
it the bated and perſecuted, beyond any other people, for 
their ſyſtem of faith; yet they prevailed. Now this, 
event N being the completion of an expreſs prophecy, furniſhes 
| a ſtrong argument for the authenticity of the * 


deſcribed 3 ſuch. as ſeditions, famines, 32 : 


midſt of the Egyptians ;. and © their lives were given 
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known world before Jeruſalem was taken, is another 


be - aſcribed only to the divine interpoſition. A 
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to their greater confuſion- Julian, the Rowan 
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In the ſame view, we appeal to the diſperſion of the 
Tbeir city and temple were laid in ruins, and 

their frequent attempts to rebuild them have turned 


Emperor, encouraging them to it, was ſeveral times 
5. balled in his profane purpoſe by the eruption of balls 
of fire from the earth, which conſumed the artiſicers 

and their materials. No other reaſon can be given 
than this, that God will not ſuffer the declaration of 
his Son to fail, © Jeruſalem ſhall be trodden don 
of the Gentiles, for a determined ſeaſon, The 
» Jews, therefore, cannot recover the holy land: they 
are ſcattered over the face of the earth, and for above 
ſeventeen hundred years have not been able either to 
exerciſe their religion, or to maintain any civil go- 
vernment. They are wonderfully preſerved as a ſe- 
* bene people. All other ancient nations are long 
nce extinct, their poſterity being mixed and loſt in 
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tte general mals of mankind. But the Jews incor- 
porate with no others; they remain perfectly uncon- 
nected with the various communities, where they are 
permitted to dwell, and are as ſo many witneſſes of 
the truth both of the old and new Teſtament, for 
they have fulfilled the prophecies in bot. 
From theſe ſcriptures we are likewiſe led to ex 
their future reſtoration, which is as clearly foretold as 
their diſperſion. We have every reaſon, therefore, to 
believe, that it ſhall certainly be accompliſhed, when 
the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.” + Indeed, 
the Jews ſeem to be preſerved in their preſent diſtindt 
Nate, for that very end: and, whenever their return 
hall take place, it will introduce a greater enlarge- 
ment of the Church, than has ever yet been known. 
„ For if the caſting away of them be the reconciling] 
of the world; what ſhall the receiving of them be, 
but life from the dead??? e eee F 
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2 of the laſt will commiſſion his Ang | 
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_ BY; OJoy do them, who are redeemed to 
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The final diſolution of dhe preſent ſyſtems of ding, ISO 

then, will certainly take place 3 but the preciſe tine — 

is not revealed, for it remains a ſeeret, not to be diſ- 

cloſed, in the mind of the eternal Father. 4 

ſuch previous warnings be afforded us of the laſt 

23 of the deſolation of Judea, we ſhould be conti | 
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Aceondi „eri admonitions, | 

_ EY 2 be, will be fudden 

rible: as the wept away the — 

Noah, he will ſurpriſe and deſtroy many in the midſt of x 

their worldly occupations. and ſenſual e 

The ſinners, who are at eaſe, ' ſhall inſtantly be Rx oo 

with confuſion and horror; and an awful 

ſhall be made between many of thoſe, who' 


diſtincti 
may then be in the ſame houſe or field, engaged toge- 


ther in the ſame employment. They, who are moſt * 
intimately united upon earth, may hereaſter be parte 
aſunder, and unalte: y appointed to different Rates, 
is they may differ in their characters. One ſhali 
be taken to the preſence; the glory, and the throne. 

of God; & and the other left” to teceive the due 

reward of bis Sad; and endure the 1 e | 
"What 2 tfemendous ſubject is. this | Can we forget vi 
it, or treat it with levity ? Why are we not more 
affected by the thought, that © the Jadge ſtandetn 

« before 4 door?” He will ſummon us to his bar; = 
and we muſt ( give account of ourſelyes to him. 
How ſhall we abide; the ſcrutiny of that ſtrict and 
impartial trial? We hear that ſome ſhall be ſeparated 
from their deareſt connections in liſe, and 
to a place of miſery. Does not this excite in 
holy jealouſy for ourſelves, and rouſe us r | 
what is to be done? Let us liſten to our Lord's ap- 
plication, in which he exhorts us to a ſerious and con- 
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_ eauſe-you know not the partieular hour, when the 
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Should your Lord come upon you unawares, the con- 

| ſequence would be infinitely more terrible, than the 
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of his humiliation, He will c not as. “ A 
man of ſotrows, but as © the Lord of glorys” 
not to offer himſelf. a ſacrifice, but to execute 1. 
ment; not to contend with the oppoſition of ſinners, 
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laſting. condition, of each individual in the whole 
human race. "Bn himſelf has told us, chat be will 
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view to his e is gone into heaven; but | 
thoſe, who ne. lied by his name, are required, in 
his abſence, to manage his concerns. All our poſ- 
ſeffions, advantoges and opportunities, our natural 
Capacities, and 
joy, are granted to us, not as our on abſolute 
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to turn them to the beſt account poſſible, as perſons 
in trade, that we may promote the honour. of God 
and the advancement of true religion. This cannot be 
effeQed withoutgreatexertionsandunweariedalhdvity. | 

What, then, was the conduct af theſe ſervants? 
The two, who had received: moſt, improved and 
eyen doubled their ſtock, by 2 diligent application: 
but che man, to whom the one talent was committed, 
Want ſecretly Ae to dis ee refuſed to 
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ho, A 2Pet. 3. 10, 11. 4 6.75 12. ed. . 
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make 
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gifts of providence, which we en- 
right, but as a temporary truſt. We are enjoined _ 
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„ ener enger fn. 
"5 ihe joy uſe of it whatever,” Our L meant not 
5 te, that thoſe, "who ure placed in the moſt 
Fevations; are moſt falthful and laborious 


is Jig bs wo work TY Yen experience often. 
But the r wit ra- 


A bs nth us, that they, who enjoy the 
ther dec es, are AN bs hint. Riede 
8 800 "there ans thoſs in his. Church, who move 

the lirgheſt and mot e ſphere with eredit 
| to ir of und "« ve benefit to others. 
- They, "wh are truly devoted to | Hi, aud live under 
„mie influence of his grace, e ger e 
mim habitual indoſence. Their heart's deſtre is 
embrace every opportunity and exert all their Feat. | 
' Hes, that they may render themſelves of real uſe in 
MN theft generation. . Do we anfwer this deſcription ? 
Ae there Hor many among us, who, wich pecufiar 
gifts, are doit 8 4 nothing to the purpoſe? 
nd is it not diſgraceful to be as drones, an incum- 
a btanee, ihftead'of a bleſſing, to ſociety Or is no 
anger to be apprehended from ſuch 4 conduct ? Let 
As attend to the iſſue. | 
Taue ſervants were continued in weir eruſt for * 

| Conſiderable time; but at length their maſter return- ä 
ad, and called them to a ftrict account. Thus, in 
due festen, Jeſus will be revealed from heaven, und 

it will de one great end of his appearance, to feckon 
with us. Ves: he will demand of us, and it will be 
publicly declared, what has been our plan ef life; in 
what manner we employed the depoſit, which he left 
under our care. h 
he Gligent and faithful fervants were diſtinguiſhed 
eir lord's approbation, 2 received 2 large 293 
- + Eompenſe, "They repreſented, wü humble 1 4 
tude,” what he had enabled them to do. 4 
owned his goodnefs, and gave him the praiſe. Wi 
kind condeſcenſion, he inftantly applauded their 
1 ** rewarded wm exertions . a propor- 
| tionable 
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conable' Mats 
yourable acc 
ed not unto 
Maſter, nan meet with from him at his finaF advent. 


6 which believers, who have liv 


They are indebted to him for their whole ſalvaciong, 
nnd th 


wilt acknouledge their beſt obedience. to 


— . will be the . 
es, but unto Jeſus their exalted 


be the fruit of his love. This, however, 1 


mines to "exhibit before the aſſembled univerſe, = 
his own honour as well as for their ha 


ll declare ding ae feste) in dat opright- 24 


zedlous endeavours to promote his glory, and 
them a portion of the felicities of his kingdom. Ie 
ſhould, alſo, be remarked as an inftance and 
of his mercy,. no leſs than of his-righteouſneſs, that 
he will approve in his thoſe very works;. 


_ the they performed- only by the influence” of his 


that he will beſtow upon them rewards, 


Sag to the various degrees of their faithfulneſs. 
and affiduity; 


What, then, became of the AbthFul fervent? | 
g He ſeems to have flattered himſelf, that he was ſafe,. 


at leaſt, if not worthy: of commendation, .- becauſe; he 


had not ſquandered away the money committed to: | 


him,” He preſumed even to vindicate his conduct 


dy the moſt injurious repreſentations of his maſter,. | 
as requiring What was ſevere, unreaſonable,” unjuſt, 


or impoſſible; Nut his very pleas were urgediagainſt. 
him, and formed the ground of his condemnation';. 
for they ſhewed his baſenefs, inconſiſtency, and ma- 
Tignant diſpoſition towards his lord. He was, accord-- 
ingly, turned out with: diſgrace from the truſt which. 
he ad abuſed; and ſentenced to à ſtate of endleſs. 
impriſonment and cor ſummate wretchedneſs. 9 i 
TL Fhis is an awful deſcription of the preſent cha. 
racter and final doom of "thoſe, who are idle ane 
unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord. Jeſus 


.'Chriſt.”” Poſſibly, 22 may have the moſt con- 


cauſt 
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more arduous their work a 
> - excetrtioneare neceſlary, and as the weakneſs, of which 


return of your Lord to reckon with you 
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cauſe their behaviour is inoffet Give and: they rey 
not be .undeceived,. till they are to giye u 
their accounts. Hut then, no one will be 4 rp 


metely deccuſe. he. has done no. harm, even if chat 


ory 4 I , wp. og enquired. how much teal 


Logs has been e ected.. Do. any 
= to 4 at the great dificulties-of- a religious 


life, for which their Nr. th is unequal, will, juſtify 
r indolence? They ſhould be teminded, that the 


poſitive 


they complain, is not to be charged God, as it is 
no green than their own extreme 23 u con- 
firmed hatred of God and holineſs. Their n 


+ ov the obedienc er which God requires, is e e 


yrannical impoſition, are falſe, 


| Aicable, 
| . 7 — a deep mal pe of mind. Theſe, there- 


will be produced, againſt them to theit entire 
fion. Even on their own principles, their on- 


95 bw ſhould: be far different; and, whatever they may 


they will be condemned for their 


talk of their inability, 
uage of 


igence. To be “ flothful,” in the lang 


4 the parable, is to be © wicked" and thoſe who are 
"© un hptoficable,” uſeleſs in their place and generation, . 
_ hall be finally excluded from God aof 2 pineſs, and 


.conſigned to evelatting torment and deſpair; Where 
* for ever bewail- their folly, but muſt con- 


2 to feel its effects in a tate of unutterabſe an. 
guiſh 61 


The proper concluſion, then, 10 that the 7 5 | 


You 5 ebe the 


life is not a time for loitering. 


= you muſt not only wait for him, . * 
12 his work. It is 8 that yo 8 
2 Lua ſcandalous offences, or be emle@in NN 
no fruits of righteouſneſs are produced, no glory 
brought to God, ho benefit accrue to his Church, 
through 1 of faith e. 


\: 
: 5 - 


*% 4 


ppears, the moro ſtrenuous | 
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and. gnalhiog of teeth.“ 


arable, deſcribing hi 
which the laſt judgment will be conducted. The 


on AT intereſting, which can poſſibly be con- 
ved. 


while their Creator and their Governor, his 
upon a throne of glorious majeſty, enters into a 


ſiri examination of every human character, and 
appoints to all the children of Adam their * | 
e 


either in happineſs or miſery for ever. 


are here, then, obliged to conſider ourſelves before the 
125 20 in the midſt of the aſſembled uni- 


le is. 4 the Son. of man,” Who aſſumed our nature, 


and once dwelt among us in a ſtate of profound hu- - 
miliation. Then, bow different. his advent! He 
comes with ſupreme authority, and diſplays the bright= 


neſs and petfections of Deity. That will be the time 
of his publie manifeſtation, when the dignity and 
excellency, of his character, which, were oblcur | 
lu 


d 

con y all. And are we not canſtrained from 
the very deſcription before us to own, that Jeſus is 
« the of glory,” „ over all, bleſſed for 


erer?“ Conſidering the grandeur of his appearance, 


422 Muftrious retinue, attended as he will be by 


o ; . bt: * 
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that tremendous ſentence, « Caſt. ye. the, unprofi 


table 
into outer darkneſs: there {hall be weeping, 


+ Jeſiis proceeded to enforce theſe awful ddeonitians/ . 
in the moſt explicit terms, without the obſcurity of a, 
his future advent, and the manner, 


as it fands in the Eyangeliſt, is fingulacly. 
115 and affecting. ti is ee Fe hs Toy 


All in heaven, and all on earth are convened, 
together; (an immenſe, and innumerable Al ; 


" Every.eye.is fixed upen the perſon of the Judge. 


ring his 14 7 on the earth, will be known 1 | 


holy Angels; r nature of | 2 


- 


erer Knee bow at his name, and e 


left are 


5 undeniably us equity of his difpentations. - 
end he produces topublic view the works of righteouf-- 


eving and comforting his afflicted and 8 


very 
themſelves, it mould fee, would not 
2 not conſtitute the ground of their dependence. Nay, 
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4 deni uhr anden 7 


| Heaven and hell for ever ; we cantiot heſitate to con- 
dude that de is Jehovah. O let us give him, what! 
| he(is worthy ta receive, our unfeigned and ſupreme 

confidence, love; and obedience; at 


ey tongue 
cunfeſs, that Teſus 'Chrift is Lord mo, 

The whole human race are gathered together before 
kim, und ſtand to take their trial at his bur. 
 alldifcertiing eye ſeparates them into two claſſes, 


© geeording to their charaditers;. and in this diviſion be 


cannot poſlibly be miſtaken, His fuichful people 
who have owned him as their Shepherd,” and who 
were redeemed and defended by him as the ſheep of 
his flock, are placed on his right hand; and off bis 
thoſe, who have continued in oppoſition to 
2 in the uncleanneſs of their natural corfuption,. 
, and who are therefore hateful in his ſight. 

- Then with 2 f6leinnity and majeſty, which: no, 
Words can deſcribe, he proceeds to pats + irrevoctble 
. ſentence. The * And glory ſpeaks, .declating his 
_ affeQtionate regard for thoſe on bis right hand, as 
being dear to 2 Father and' diſtinguiſhed by his 


grace, He welcomes them to his preſence, and com- 
mands them to enter into the e of 


that inheritance, which had been ori appointed 
3 them in the divine counſels et, as that is 
* oy of the revelation of the righteous judgment 
7604 he juſtifies his fuvour to them, and: 

o this 


neſs, which have performed through fumh, and 
from love to mph cap Their acts of 1: ary in re- 


people, he exhibics as àn evidence, that they 
perſons, to whom the promiſes 1 


mention their beſt exertions i in bis ſervice: cheſs do 
they 


Hut his 
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they expfeſ4 their ad miration, that-He ſhould ſpeak, in 


terms of ſuch honourable regard and approbation, of 


their obodience and zeal, Which they had ſcarcely been 
conſcious of, or had thought unworthy of his notice. 
But he confirms the ſentence, and j;racioufly declares 
that he accepts and rec nſes what they have done 
for the meaneſt member of his — N e 
done to himfelf =, 


are filled with botror and diſmay, waiting to receive 
their doom. The Ki turns to t 
and, to evince his holy indignation at the baſeneſs 
their conduct, bids them to depart from him, under 
Than ta each nompanices of the@rngntn 
ions 

the De vil and with were 
confederate in Ares or — 1 deere of 
mercileſs cyrumt, but the appointment of a righteous 
Accordingly, he- — to bring forth-the - 
evidence againſt. them, and proves from. 
their difobegience, unbelies, and contemp | of | his 
name, that they. deſerve this heavy condemnatian; 
Their negleQ.of d duties of mercy, hie he in- 


diſpenſhbly requires a8 the froits of fois: tr 42 82 


manifeſts | their chatacter, and ann 9990 by 
deciſtm. Muay of them in this like appear nov th 
frakbls ef dig gel n ner rife s gs 
vindication : but thy at that day, they 1 
the charge, it, A Ko dl — the 
unerring ing himſeht, to their en- 
_ — ts w vt. convict thent of fallhood 
ypoeriſy, In pretending :3 regard to him, when. 
ney edi bs poor miembets : and therefore. = 
will declare, that his g ogatoh bolt 
Pot) 30: $75 24 mow. Lata 
It temains only, that ihe dee en the Judge- 
be carried into Leech. Accordingly, thoſe, who. 


come Ras — 3 
30 bd 1 


. - - laid upon love, as peculiar! plea 
| thit-lore, which ſhewritſelf in 
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„ -;-: chi Tanke rns. 
3 1 ng and eonſigned to that tremendous 
ent, from which there cun be no releaſe: and thoſe, 
6 are juſtified before him, immediately receive the 
_ conſummation of their bliſs and glory, which: will be 

. E as the exiftence of God Mime. e 
Thie important bog poet leads. us to obſerve, 
1. That good 'works'w 

_ "ice a: the Bt day, God forbid, therefore, 
tence 


Mould not now ae their proper 
und gttention;:* eng al at 1555 \tridunal-' of 
_ Chriſty as here repreſented, will be inſtituted eoncern- 
ing the evidences ang N04 dur faith. Our obedience; will 
be prodused to prove the my of dur feli = 
" profeltians, and the ſtrength as as reality 
_pritiviples, "This teſtimony will b be required, nbt tor 
"the information or ſatisfacfion of the Judge, who is 
intimately acquainted with every cife,/ and with the 
Very ſeptets of all hearts, but foc the exhibition of bie 
vwn righteous Eee 5 wil eigen 
perceive, too, that à ſpecial Tegar 
Ee Spenden vindnefs and libeeaity. - Murh'firefs i 
to God: upon 
exertions for 
the ſupport and conſolation of thoſe, 'who —5 
te family of Chriſt. This, which is the 
conſequence of faith, maintains, in al its efforts, + 2 
anti to the Saviour; on which account 
| with ſo a commendation. But 
this is efſentially different that vain, indiſerimi- 
nate generoſity, which proceeds not from an . 
motives, and which therefore, th admired: by Cie 
world, is offenſive to God. We obſerve; alſo; i» 
4. That the ſins of unbelievers will be publicly 
Adeclated in che day of judgment. We cannot be 
cConcealed from the piercing eye of God. Every 
inſtance of our miſconduct is e in his book; 
and, if we do not now obtain remiſſion throu — 
blood of che Erols,” all will A aa: the fol 
id 5 a "reckoning 


putiiſh. 


obtain an honourable »n | 
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#1 
es, No man will be condemned without 
evidence, and the evidence againſt ſinners will be ſo 
ſtrong and inconteſtable, as to ſilence their pleas, and 
ring them before air Jugs, The habitual 
fx, 4 of known duties, rio lels han the actual com- 
E199 ing ww will exclude us from heaven; z 
— 1 ormer, as well as the latter, will prove the _ 
art unſound, This Nl indeed, a moſt alarming 
conſideration z- and yet it rieceſſacily follows.from our 
Lord's e . - That who are deſtitute of love, 
or not actuated, by eme t jd, 1 Chriſt to 
themſelves out for 11 1 re reh, 


0 the tremendous ſentence, « Nene from me, ye 


Nee eee 
155 that faith, Which « worketh by loye.“ Let 


pray to be united to Jeſus, as living, branchis of Jena” 
e vine ; that we may be “ filled 17 fruits | 
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REP Nit celebrated the N bis diſciples” 
et inflituted the Encharifi—ieclaret the trea- | 
Ae of fu, ond the e Fu. 


| I., was love, which — * the Suntour 
| * « from heaven a love, which muſt -aſtoniſh thoſe, 
ie ſericufly contemplate its inexprefiible” dimen- 
tene; a love, which is conſtant,” immutable, and 
erlag This rinciple appeared to aftuate him 
Quring the whole of his abode on earth; and eſpe- 
Klally toward the cloſe of his life every minute ein- 
cumſtance was ſo ordered, as to ſhew the ſtrength 
_ and tenderneſs of his affection for the dear followers, 
"whom he had choſen to himſelf. He retained his 
- ' little family about bim, all of whom, except one, 
had been ſincerely attached to him; and now, though 
de was about to depart from them, his Kindneſs.avas 
undiminiſhed : he continued moſt ardently deſirous 
of promoting their happineſs, even to the mo- 
5 ment . We alſo may rejoice, that He is the 
Lord, who changeth not;“ and that be has ex- 
| | rope declared to every believer, « I will never 
ive thee, nor forſake the. - 
A general account is given us of the manner; in 
which he ſpent the few days immediately preceding 
his death. He conſtantly attended the temple, 
-. where he taught the people with unwearied affiduity, 
| and retired each evening to the mount of Olives, 


ES . 2 - Sr boo 4s eo AT EE I... 


— * * 4 
— — ena —— 
— 
— 
—_— . 
. PR 
1 — Y 1 


N 4 - — 
— — — 
„ ͤÜ—ʃ—bT 


r 


. 


5 John xiii..1, "i 
8 1 7 > * 
at 1 ** = — - 1 7 | 


w, 1 _ i "_ 
—— — — —ñ— êꝓ——— — 


P RC > a> 


n Sev 


S S TSS r CLE a 


lot cur., „ 
_ purpoſes af dev tion . On the 
e r 1 the laben which. we | 
wits, cont dered, he warned his diſciples, that be 
ould be betrayed and crucified at 14 approaching 
feſtival t. Then alſo, as it Mould f. 9 | 
rulers were conſulting, how. they might 4 roy bim 
without raiſimg a public commotion, Judas we 
and bargained ' * them for à paltr es money, 
the common. price .of à flave, . to fur- 
render up bis Maſter into their hands. 1 5 
On the Thurlday y morning, Tels 
are is commanded two. of his diſciples to make 
the neceſſary 3 xr celebrat- 
ing the paſlover t. Bug, as they were e 
NG Ee "Thin HRe W 
Ne together pu f 
ſoen-remeved; and the N TEX: iy wa 
proved, ——. e 1 cle * 
events, exerciſed autnority over e 
heart, He deſcribed his choſen Xo 24 : 
flace and circumſtances, in which they ſhop 
the ſervant of one, who would be e 
poſed to receive them into his houſe. There t 
prouided tbe paſchal lamb; aud thither be repaire 
with the twelve, at the proper hour of the evening, 
for the obſervation of the holy ſalemnity. When 
they were ſet 1 he addreſſed them wi 
peculiar tenderneſs, them that he had fell 
an carneſt deſire to- partake of that Tune with 
them, before he quitted the world. e then direct- 
ed, that they ſhould divide the cup of wine among 
themſelves, e. was an uſual een 


ee e the fn of this r 1 


our Lord ſome part of his evenings. with 
fn oy that abr by Se. 3% Matt. =: of A 4 
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1 n an 17-20. Mar. xiv. 1227. Lu. XIII. 7-18. 
TO 


1 tainment we do not determine, Jeſus ſubmitted to 
aſſume the habit and employment of a fervant; and 
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4 '' acnryront cnandcrans, 
© | /Vevithing'of the paſchal fupper) and dared, that x 
| beginning no more drink the früft of the vine, till.” Wl 
Soc mould introduce his kingdom, and the objeck (A 
7 of that ordinance ſhould be fulted, + OO pe 
- 7 Phe Jewiſh ſacrament, here mentioned, exhibited, 
in a typical manner, ſome of the grand bleflings of 
_ tlie Golpel. Tr was appointed to preſerve a remem.' 
brance of the deliverance” of the Iſraelites, when the 
deſtroying Angel 'flew-all the © firſt-botn' of th 
Egyptians.®, and, at the ſame time, to'repreſent th 
 Feevtity, which the true Trad!” receive through, the 
ſhedding of the blood of Jeſus. He is the end and 
ſubſtance of the ördinance; and for that very rea. 
ſon it was deſigned, that he ſhould be betrayed at 
- the particular ſeaſon, and on the very night, when 
the paſchal lamb was killed, that he might more ex- 
Aly anſwer to the type. “ Chriſt our paſſover is 
| ficed for us: therefore let us keep the feaſt f, 
not the Jewiſh, but the Chriſtian feſtival; and let e 
us be ſolicitous, that the blood of this Lamb of God 
may be ſprinkled upon . our hearts by faith, without 
which we ſhall ſtand expoſed to the “ fiery indigna- 
tion, which ſhall deyour the adverfaries. ? 
It is not eaſy, nor is it of conſequence to our plan; 
do ſettle preciſely the order of the various <ircums 
- Mances, which occurred at the laſt ſupper.” * At 
that time probably, but in which part of the enter- 


* 
- 


wah the feet of his diſciples f. This tranſaction 
was conducted, not in à light and trifling manner, 
but with a ſerious” ſolemnity; and we perceive an 
inenpreſſible grandeur as well as condeſcenſion in 
the Saviour's deportment. Knowing that Judas had 
formed the ſcheme of 8 him, and that his 
ovn departure was near, he was deſirous of improving 
e alle + 1055. 947, 8. f John zin. 1, 

ae B 


his 
4 J CHRIST». © 


HEY remaining hours in Wiring ut. 
ae e his _ diſciples. For this 
though conſcious of his great , 
e 3478 
throne. of 15 425 in the higheſt heavens, and ws: Wk | 
Wut co _return<thicher, he deſigned to-:exhibita © 
further inſtance. of his deep humiliatign.: He roſe.up;: ' 


10 from ſupper, and put himſelf into che habit of a me- e 
nal ſervant, that be might miniſter to his por fel. 
in lowers, and He, who! was. Lord of all, ſtooped to; $77 


te: yery lowelt office, while with his.own hands-he- ——@ 
walhed their feet. 13 9 # 1 
We cannot but. wonder at his condudl, and atk; 5 


at chat end it deſigned to anſwer. It appears to 
en ave: been — 1467 ooh action, intended to „ 5; ; 
12 ent the nature and efficacy of that grace, by Win 


purißes his people ſrom their natural pollution. 


*. ee ee When Peter odjected N 
* he unſuitableneſs of his exalted Maſter's FF 
od mean a ſervice for him, Jeſus replied, that this: „ {608 
ur I well as his other diſpenſations, would be more 3 


dearly underſtood hereaſter; and added, If I waſh 
not, thou haſt no part with me,“ Are we, 5 5 
den, ſenſible of our bay defilement ? It is . e 


At gether become thy 427. Were . . 11 


rſtaod, it od produce in us 4 deep. abhorrence 
f ourſelves, and à cordial eſteem for the- as; ; 
hoſe office. it is to:deliver-us from corruption, and 
ommunicate ſpiritual purity. Then we ſhould re- 


en es in that gracious promiſe, © I will ſprinkle clean ji 2 
an ene ee eee from a #1 9 


dur fil thineſs and from all your idols will I cleanſe 


4 oy; Then we ſhould pray, as Peter, Lord. 
his eee hands and 1 0 


exc ” Thoſe, indeed, who are the ee 
ene tene 1, Bak: nant 36 


he 15 | 


o > : 
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but it is till neceſſary, even for them, to renew 
their application to him, that they may be freed 
| 4 nen which they. are _ Je; 


E del pe aRion 00 kad, likewiſe, ana dofſon of 
— to all his people. He had frequently incul- 
Cated poverty of | ſpirit, ſelf-denial, meekneſs, and 
Jowlineſs of mind: nd now, to confirm the inſtrue- 
_ _ had. given, he ſtooped to this ſervice. He,. 

d upon the twelve, to be conſiſtent 
| — their profeſſions. of regarding him as their Maſ- 
ter and Lord, and to follow his example by a readi- 
nels to ſubmit to mean and painful employments, for 
the benefit and comfort df others. He reminded 
them, that-afimilar conduct would be no diſparage- 

ment to them, who-were- only his attendants and 
| —— and that their religious knowledge would 
be a bleſſing, no farther e HMOS pacticy 
influence. 987605 
Phe ſolemn Aae probably, 
reference to the ſtate of their that very 
time, a ſtrange and unſeaſonable RY had 
ariſen am them, about the chief preferment in 
the temporal dominion, which they Hil expected 


him to eſtabliſh u. This ambitious ſpirit, cheſe car- 


nal views and affections he reproved. He argued, that, 
though ſuch 2 dneſs for power prevailed in the 
Gent. le world, it was inconſiſtent with their cha- 
rafter and engagements, as they were required to 

ew their eminence by condeſcenſion and mack nals. 
and as he himſelf had appeared among them in the 
form of : ſervant. He aſſured them, that he did 
ndt forget their faithful and ſteadſaſt attachment 
tbrough his various aſſtictions, and that he would re- 
8 * n them to a Rate of exalt- 


„ Ike xxii. 24-20. 11 2 
ation, 


_<iples ef I are dean already, às he teſtified; 


| bad a peculiar | 


\ < ad : 
a 4 .- . a2 "ug d LY. - 32 

, — 
r . ci. ooeco£*ttk.o Xx a. 


ov» 


Iisus chsr. 2 * 


As phi to that which they had ſo 

I 1 He ſolemnly prom 5 Pam rey, all 
2 3 which he was 
going to polleſs, that they ſhould? Mota enjoy he 
moſt intimate communion with him, and even ſit, 
like his aſſeſſors in the judgment, with marks of 4 


oy dignity, * and 2 — the 72 
| which ſhould be pronounced mapa tends pos the twelve e 
| . of Iſrael. . 


Wr alſo, eee the W ell hots. 1 
firued to look for our preferment in the world + 
| aboye, Being © faithful unto death,” we ſhall 
receive cron of life.” The meaneſt of his 
ſervants ball hereafter obtain & a kingdom, which 
cannot be moved. A diſtinguiſhed honour, doubt - 
leſs, is reſerved for the Apoſtles at the laſt” day. 
Vet believers of a lower order may exult in — f 
proſpect of their future advaneement. Do 
fre that the ſaints ſhall judge the wor Tit 2 
5 N Jes himſelf hath declared, without reſpect of / 
| prin « 'To him that overcometh, will I grant to 
ith me in my throne +,” But, for the 'preſent, 
' this is our direction, © Mind not high things, but 
condeſcend to” men of low eſtate ft.” We are for- 
bidden to be ambitious, covetous, envious, or con- 
; tentious. We are ſtrictiy enjoined to forego our 
own irftereſty. eaſe, and reputation, whenever we 
can thereb render ourſelves more extenſively uſeful 
in life,” With this view we muſt frequently ſubmit 
. [to ſuch ſervices, as may ſeem to diminiſh ou? con- | 
ſequence, and require painful and laborious exertions.” 
\This would be to imitate our 7 t exemplar; and 
thoſe only can claim an intereſt in his Proms; -why 
are willing to tread-in his 


25 


. ©. 4. &. > <2. Zo 


Where, then, ſhall we find thoſe, who maintain 
the Chriſtian character with ; conkiſtency ?: Many 


„ 1 Cor, vie 2. 1 Rer. M. 21, 1 Rom all 16. 58 
% ce IP. ; chere 
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there are, wha compliment: Jeſus with He appella- 
tion of Lord and Maſter: but we aſk,| Do you poſ- 


j } 


ſeſs the mind, which was in Him? Is He hs 
which you propoſe to yourſelves for the regulation 


2 r own ſpirit and 4. pradiice? Are you living 


er the habitual influence of humility? The ap- 


7 arice and the language may eaſily aſſume: 
but dees the diſpoſition n 
vern your condu WIE: What means that. ſelfiſhneſs, 


. © +that pride, and for . advancement, which 
8 65 frequently diſcover under a religious profeſ. 
ſion? How unſuitable for you, who ſhould be dead 


to the world, are 'all contentions about honout and 
Do not the various commotio 


ns, by 


edency 
| which even the Church itſelf is divided, ante ch — 
there is little of, real Chriſtianity 
_ «there is little conformity to Dy 


a? Why do) 


decline this or the pcs office, to. which you — 
:called? Poſſibly, it may ſeein low and degrading in 
the eſtimation of men; it may be grating to corrupt 


nature; or it may obſtruct your ſecular views. But, 
While you contemplate the Lord of glory waſhin 
the feet of his diſciples, be aſhamed of paying 


much regard to your own convenience, Surel 
it is not beneath you to co 2 him; and to do 
this, you muſt be < as one that ſerveth. J 


| og Gees Uponithe ſame occaſion, alſo, Jeſus . the 


uchariſt, * + youry gr ore they roſe from the table, 
fince-it is ſaid to 


; aboliſhed its obſervance, he embraced that opportu- 


nity to ordain a new ſacrament, which ſucceeded to 
it, as baptiſm did to circumciſion. This is a rite 


| ; 2 uliar importance under the Goſpel diſpenſation; 


it is not difficult to aſcertain i its nature and de- 


22 2 the elear account which i is * its ori- 


Ju e . 


JI, n. 26=90, Mars xt. s. Lake l. 19 20. 


3 2 Es. | Jeſus 


pattern, 


done “ as they were , 
Wbile he fulfilled in himſelf the ancient paſſover, and 


— 
DR wr a ¶ ! — . ˙ . 
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maus CHRIST. , x 
Jeſus took bread, and, looking up with dev 


ections to God for his bleſſing, he divided it into 


ſeveral ſhares. He then diſtcibuted it among his 
diſciples, commanding them to receive it as an emblem 
of his ſuffering body, and in commemoration of his 


death. Ig like manner, alſo, he delivered to them a + 


cup of wine, which he directed them all to partake of, 
as a repreſentation of his precious blood, eby the 
new Covenant is confirmed to us, and remiſfion of 
ſins is obtained. i no r that he ſhould 
no more join with them in that ſolemnity upon earth, 
but that * ſhould hereafter e the 
ſacred myſteries therein exhibited, _ Ws 
Such was the inſtitution: nor can we doubt that 
| the obſervance of it js binding upon us, ſince an 
| „n 
the Lord's death, TILL HE cou “.“ It is alſa 
| manifeſt, from the plain and ſimple deſcription before 
| us, for what purpoſes, and with what temper of mind, - 
| we ſhould communicate in this divine ordinance. le- 
ſus himſelf is the grand object, which it is intended ta. 
| diſplay. He is ſet forth before us, as our ſpiritual 
: food and ſuſtenance, . Thoſe viſible elements, bread 
ö and wine, which afford peculiar nouriſhment to our 
ö 
ö 


bodies, very fitly repreſent Him, who alone can 

maintain the life and vigour of our ſouls. Yet, as he 
does this only in conſequence of his ſufferings, he is 
2 : i here propoſed to our view, as wounded, bleeding, dy- 

ing for us. His body, like the bread, was broken; 


obſerve, by virtue of his facrifice, © his 
meat indeed, and his blood is drink indeed 4.” | 
The participation of this ſacrament ſhews the 
neceſſity of receiving Chriſt by faith. The bread and 
wine muſt be taken, before they can yield any nutri 
ment: and © except we eat the- fleſh of th Son of 55 


® 2 Con, xi, 36. + John. vi. 55. 25 


* 


his blood, like the wine, was poured out. Thus, we 19 
achse 


5 0 
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man, and drigk his blood, we have no life in us &.“ 
Then eſpecially, when we approach to his table, we 
ſhould exerciſe a fixed and ſtrong dependence upon 
him. Let us attend to his own inſuction, .Do this 
in remembrance of me.” Let us bear in mind the 
.. dignity of his perſon, the glory which he original] 
* 5 Tel, and or humiliation to which he ſtooped. 
We ate to re him, not only as a bright example, 
or a kind benefactor, but as our High Prieft, offering 
up himſelf as an atonement to God, to make recon- 
 , iliation for us. Thus, while we remember the 
_ agonies,. which he endured, we ſhould © look upon 
him, whom we have pierced, and mourn for him 4.” 
The recollection of his croſs will conſtrain us to 
& abhor ourſelves, and repent in duſt and aſhes.” 
Fet, as a holy feſtival, it affords: a proper occaſion 
for the exerciſe of lively joy. Arid what can be fo 
- calculated to revive and gladden the heart, as the view 
ol thoſe ineſtimable benefits, which are here exhibited? 
What can tend more to inſpire. us with hope, confi- 
dence, love, and zeal? Nay, it is the appointed 
method, in which God is pleaſed to ſtrengthen, 
quicken, and comfort his people ; and, as our wants 
return upon us, ſo, by a frequent attendance on this 
ordinance, we ſhould ſeek freſh communications of 
grace. We are encouraged to expect his preſence 
and blefling, and thus we ſhall be enabled to main- 

' - tain a freedom of intercourſe with him. Such an 
attendance, alſo, will be the means of uniting us t 
gether in the bonds of Chriſtian fellowſhip, and of 

rendering us © kindly affectioned one to another with 
brotherly love.” What a ſource of happineſs is this! 
Yet does not the general neglect of the Lord's table 
prove, that the Saviour has but a ſmall ſhare in our re- 


— han.” Shoe i mad -Y „ „ & wy 
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_- _ membrances? © : | 
We Co not invite ſinners, who are living in igno- 
. 5 ® John vis 33. 4+ Zech. Al. 10. 3 


5 | | rance 
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rance and contempt of God, We warn them not to 
profane the ſolemnity by their formality and irreve- 
rence, _ If you feel not your need of Jeſus, nor 
deſire do pleaſe him, inſult him not by preſoming to 
« ent of his bread, and to drink of the wine which he 
hath mingled. But you, who are bowed down with 
a ſenſe of guilt and depravity, who earneſtly wiſh to 
accept ſalvation on the terms of the Goſpel, mp 
approach with humble hope. Only devote your ſouls - 
and your all to Jeſus, and bind yourſelyes by a vow to 
ſerve him with all your faculties, to the laſt moment 
of your lives: and here you may expect to receive 
on tokens of his love, and the gracious ſupplies of his 
Ind... ; a 
| "Tales was preſent, while our Lord declared in the 
ſtrongeſt terms his high regard for his diſciples ;*and 
it is probable, that even the traitor himſelf participated 
of the holy Euchariſt, But, though he had acted his 
part in ſo ſubtle a manner, as not to be ſuſpected by 
the other Apoſtles, neither his character nor his 
deſigns were concealed from Jeſus. At length it 
appeared expedient, that the reſt alſo ſhould be 
 apprized of the diabolical plan of treachery, then ripe 
for execution. While, therefore, they were all at 
table together the Saviour intimated his perfect 
knowledge of it: and this he did, that his choſen fol- 
lowers might not be ſtaggered, when they ſhould Tre 
_one from among theinſciven ſo ſcandalouſly-defert his 
poſt, but be confirmed in the faith, by obſerving a 
completion of the ſcriptures in that event. He ex- 
horted them, alſo, to perſevere in their zealous exer- 
tions for his cauſe, aſſuring them, that both he and 
his Father were concerned for their favourable re- 
| AFP in the world *, oa 


n the view of this ſad caſe, Jeſus felt a keen anguiſh 


f * John xitt. 18—zo. Matt. Xxvi. 21-25. Mar. xiv. 841. 
Luke xxii. 21-23. Lakes * g N 
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of ſpirit. He then declared more explicitly, One 


of you ſhall -betray me; 4 the hand 


. 
d. 
* 


SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 


| 


3 of the traitor is 
with me on the table; and by certain expreſs tokens 
he marked out Judas as the man, denouncing the 
moſt tremendous wo againſt him, though he ſhould 
be the inſtrument of fulfilling the divine counſels. 


An awful conſternation ſeized. the company, and 


every one, ſuſpeCting himſelf rather than Judas, cried 


out, © Lord, is it I?” But that monſter of iniquity 


remained unaffected by the folemn warning. We 


might have ſuppoſed, that he would haye been de- 
terred from his purpoſe : but he was the more enraged, 


and went out immediately, under a more violent in- 


ſtigation of the Devil, in the darkneſs of the night, to, 


* 
- 


accompliſh his infernal ſcheme, J 


Our Lord then exulted in the proſpe of thoſe 


= 


_ altogether ſingu 


- 


* 


blefled conſequences, which would refult from the 
treachery of Judas, as the means of completing the 
grand work of redemption *, He reminded his File 
ples, that the hour was approaching, when he himſelf 
ſhould enter on a ftate of high exaltation, and bring 
gory 16 Og : | 

ing upon his dear followers wi 
fection, like an indulgent father upon his little chil- 


was: ; from whom he was on the point of being ſepa- 
ra 


he preſſed it upon them, as his dying requeſt, 


chat they would continue firmly and warmly attached 
This he enjoined as a new com- 


to one another. 
mand, not unknown, indeed, in former diſpenſations, 
but now enforced by freſh motives, aud by an exam- 
ar in its kind. © AsT have loved 

ſaid he, © that ye alſo love one another.“ 

is Jove to us, then, is to be the cauſe, the meaſure, 
and the pattern of our kindneſs and regard to all the 
members of his Church. He recommended, alſo, an 
attention to the duty, as the ſtrongeſt proof of our union 


N John ui. 32, K. Luke Exli 338. 
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to God in faving ſinners by his death. 'Look-' 
a tenderneſs of af. 
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4 Insus mr.. 3 
with him, and the moſt honourable badge of our pro- 
feſion. MAGS |; 7 | 25 | 

If we underſtand the full import of our Lord's de- 
claration, * I have loved you, its influence will de 
irreſiſtible. We shall not only abhor the treach- - 


ery of Judas, but dread the thought of diſpleaſing. 


Him, who has ſhewn ſuch compaſſion and favour 
toward us. Let us examine our religion on this 

ground: Do we ſcrupulouſſy avoid all thoſe practices 
and tempers, which he condemns, and endeavour to 
expreſs our gratitude by our diligenee and fervour in 
his ſervice? Do we cultivate that principle, on which 
he has laid ſuch peculiar ſtreſs, unfeigned love to his 
people for his ſake? How excellent would be the 

fruits of this diſpoſttion! What peace and happineſs 
would it produce; and how ſtrongly would it recom- 
mend our ſyſtem of faith! But we re all lamentably 
defective in this grace. Do not our peeviſhneſs, 
envy, and contention, our cenſoriouſneſs, bigotry, and 
reſentment, diſgrace our profeſſion, and betray aur 
inſincerity? Surely, it cannot now be ſaid, as it was 

- of the primitive Church, „See how theſe Chriſtians 
love-one another,” 4 „ eee 


_ Jeſus had intimated his approaching departure; on 


' which-Peter, though admoniſhed that he could not 
follow him for the preſent, declared his readineſs to- 


attend him through all dangers, even to death itſelf. . 


Alas! little do we know, how we ſhall be able to 
ſtand in the hour of trial. The boaſting Apoſtle was 
reproved and informed, that before the morning light 
his ſtrong confidence would be ſo 'ſhaken,- that he 
would deny in the moſt ſhameful manner all connec- 
tion and acquaintance with his Lord and Maſter.- 
That very night, he was told, would be a time of pe- 


culiar temptation, as Satan was deſirous to praftiſe 


his wiles upon them all. He was aſſured that his 


principles would be ſeverely aſſaulted, and that he 


ſhould be preſerved from total apoſtaſy, only * ; 
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the gracious interceſſion of the Saviour. He was 
further charged, to confirm the faith of. his weak 
| brethren, after bis own recov | 
Such was the ſolemn caution given to peter: 8 
Jeſus alſo * * now rs an anger addreſs to the whole | 
company. 1 a ſore conflict, 
- 'andarm themſely Sapp the figh git. They had been, till 
then, abundantly ſupplied — oviſions, 
when they went out to preach the G Golp without 
daving any ſtock of their own. But he reminded them, 
tat they — ſoon be ſo entirely deſtitute, as to ſtand 
in need of a purſe furniſhed with money, a ſcrip with 
food, and a Trend for their defence; which articles 
they had not wanted before. He —— them 
further, that, as all the ancient 2 concerning 
him would be exactly fulfilled, ſo in particular, agree- 
ably to Iſaiah's declaration, he — about to be 
« numbered with the tranſgreſſors, and to die as a 
malefactor a. Probably, they miſunderſtood him, as 
if he wiſhed them to reſiſt their enemies with violence, 
He intended only to lead their minds to the expeta- 
tion of a ſevere oppoſition; and they ought to have 
| erh that « the weapons of their warfare were not 
carnal +.” 
But, leaving for the preſent the caſe of the Apoſtles, 
let us. remember for ourſelves, that we alſo are required 
to © endure hardneſs, as good ſoldiers of © Jeſus 
Chriſt 1.“ Let us be ſolicitous to maintain his cauſe, 
at any expenſe. to ourſelves; and, as we muſt look 
for a fierce onſet, let us be prepared to make a vigo- 
 .rous defence, But the cautions, now before us, will 
teach us, not to depend on our own reſolution. and 
ability: for, if we be ſelf-confident, probably we ſhall 
fall like Peter. Then, © be a Ko in the Lord, and 
in the power of his might.“ Take unto you the 
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ble armour of God, that uo; may be able to 


F 5 * 1 Lili, 12. + 2 Cor, * 4 4 2 Tim. ii, 3. 2 
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' withſtand in the evil day, and having done all to 
#,”” 


We ſee our calling: we muſt follow the Saviour, 
not to worldly honour and preferment, but to name, 
contempt, and many ſecular diſadvantages. Are we 
willing to hazard all conſequences in his ſervice? ? 
Let us boldly declare ourſelves on his fide, and entreat 
kim ſo to pray for us, while Satan is ſifting us as 
wheat, that our faith may not fail. Let us attend him 
to the croſs, and then we ſhall participate of his glory. 
Whatever dangers may threaten, or enemies affault - 


us, may each of us be able to ſay, © None of theſe © 

things move me, neither eount I my life dear unto 

myſelf, ſo that I might finiſh my courſe with joy sl“ 
e v %. + Aa „ 
| ; 
1 1 
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|  TFafus, before he quitted the gugſt chamber, exhorted 
. 7525. comforted his Apaſiles —repreſented hi 


If as 
Ihe true vine—enforced obedience and mutua fab i 


# . 


ad predified perſecution, 
6/6 Tas folemn celebration of the laſt paſſover could 


not but make a deep impreſſion on the minds of the - | 


diſciples ; and the warnings, then addreſſed to them, 
obably excited much perplexity, Their beloved 

ſter had declared, that he ſhould very ſoon be ſe- 

ed'from them by the hand of violence, that his 

death would be accompliſhed through the treachery of 
dne in their own company, and that they themſelves 
+ © would be expoſed to a ſevere aſſault both from men and 
Satan. The removal of their Lord, fo juſtly dear 
to them, was in itſelf a angry circumſtance ; 
/ and foreſeeing further dangers and difficulties, when 
|  - deprived of their Head, they felt increaſing anguiſh, 
and were oppreſſed with painful apprehenſions. Je- 
ſus was ſenſibly affected for them, and, as it ſhould 
ſeem, more ſolicitous on their account than his own. 


they retired from the gueſt-chamber, he renewed 
his exhortations, with a view to alleviate their ſor- 


10 * 0 | . 
. XR tender and compaſſionate does the Saviour 


appear, while inſtructing and comforting his mourn- 
® ne. 7, .. 


When, therefore, they had riſen from table, before 


rows, and inſpire them with hope, confidence, and 


* —— — — —- 


ing 
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; ing diſciples, « as a father does his children How 


exactly calculated to revive their ſpirits, were the 
conſiderations here ſuggeſted! The benefit of theſe - 


wiſe even unto us. How many things do we meat 
with, which have a tendeney to cauſe grief, confu- 
ſion, and terror! Obſerving, in what a world of 


ſin and diſorder we are placed, what calamities fre- 
. quently occur in human life, and how depraved and 
helpleſs 
diſpoſed to indulge a timorous and dejected frame of 


we aurſelves are, we ſhall, probably, be 
mind. What, then, is to be done? What can 


ſupport and animate our ſouls, when dangers and 


diſtreſſes threaten us on every ſide? Let us hear the 
Saviour's words, and learn to apply them to our own + 
caſe. | | b i | a x of; . « 

Tbus be ſpoke: Endeavour to lay afide your 


anxieties and fears, and ſnew the excellence of your 
religious principles by your compoſure and courage. 


You muſt, therefore, not only poſſeſs a due regard 
to God, as the maker, preſerver, and governor of 


the world, but alſo fix your attention and reliancde 
upon Me, as the Mediator, through whom alone 

you can entertain any ſolid hope of the divine favour; 
any juſt ion of being ſafely conducted to the 


heavenly 


7 ſtate. In that glorious abode where my 
Father diſplays the -luſtre of his majeſty, are ſuffi- 


cient accommodations for the whole, Church, nume-" 


rous as it is; and there you will not be diſappointed - 


of finding a peaceable habitation. - If this had not 


been infa libly ſecure, I would not have: e ; 
or permitted you to look for it. I am going to that 


kingdom on your behalf, to prepare the way for your 


admiſſion: and, as I ſhall enter upon the poſſeſſion 


in your name, I will not be unmindful of you, but 


return for the expreſs purpoſe of receiving you to 


my own immediate preſence, that you may dwell - 


for ever near me in that bliſsful inheritance, where 
5 41 Ek ‚ even 
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even now I already am. Aſter ſuch clear declara- 
tt:tons, you cannot miſtake the place of which 1 
peak, or the road which will lead you to it. 
| Thomas, probably underſtanding him as intending 
to ereF a temporal dominion in. ſome particular 
- ſpot, defired further information. Jeſus replied; I 
myſelf have opened an acceſs for finners unto God; 
in me the divine promiſes and e ments are ſure 
and immutable; through me eternal life is ſecured: 
nor can any one, whatever be his pleas or attain- 
ments, approach to the Father, but by means of my 
mediation. If, therefore, you had known my cha- 
racter and offices, you could not have been igno- 
rant of Him: now I have revealed him to you, and 
2 * behold © the expreſs image of his per- 
; Philip expreſſed an ardent deſire, that might 
„„ — with an outward AE, een of we 
' Father's glory. On this, our Lord reproved him 
for not having better underſtood the nature and dig- 
nity of the er, with whom he had been ſo long 
+ converſant, and then declared: “ In ſeeing me, you 
have in effect ſeen the Father. Do you not credit 
my ſolemn aſſertions, that I am one with him? My 
demand your regard, as proceeding from 
Him; but if theſe be rejected, the miraculous opera- 
tions, which I perform by virtue of my union with 
Him, prove inconteſtably the myſterious truth, 
which I affirm.” _ 55 5 „ 
Let us weigh the important doctrines here advanc- 
ed. The queſtion, propoſed to Philip, may furniſh” 
a reproof to each of us, Haſt thou not known 
me!; Conſidering the information we have had, 
may we not juſtly be aſhamed, that we have not 
yet learned the principles of our religion? Have 
we properly underſtood, who the Saviour is, ang 


. | 
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what the purpoſes, for which he came into the 
world? Have we bebeld the glory of the Father ſo 
diſplayed in the perſon of he Son, as to be convine- 
ed that their nature and perſections are the ſame? 
And is not this a firm foundation for our hopes, a 

| ſource of ſtrong conſolation? For do we not nom 
perceive, that our concerns may be ſafely intruſted 
in the hands of Jeſus ? 0 | . 
Hut have we indeed approached unto God, through 
the mediation of Chriſt? Or ſhall we preſume to 
draw near to him in any other way? Who ſhall 
open the kingdom of heaven for us? Shall we plead 
our own obedience, as if this would procure us ad- 
miſſion? The door would be barred againſt us; 
nor can any entrance be obtained, but through the 
facrifice, and interceſſion of Him, who has returned 
to thoſe bliſsful manſions, from which he came down, 
He is gone to prepare a pct, not for his Apoſtles 
only, but for all who believe in his name. You, 
therefore, who have fixed your whole dependence 
upon him, are encouraged to rejoice in his exalted 
dignity, and the certainty of final ſalvation through 
him. It is your privilege, though you are now de- 
ſpiſed and afflicted, to look forward with exultation 
« to an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and 
that fadeth not away, reſerved in heaven for you “.“ 
For yet a little while, and He, in whom you truſt, 
ſhall appear in his glory, and take you up with great 


on triumph to his beatific preſence, where you' may ad- 


- mire, and love, and praiſe him for ever. 
The Saviour proceeded to comfort his diſciples : - 

« Diſtreſſed as you may be at my departure, I fo= 
lemnly aſſure you, that in conſequence thereof yau 
will obtain peculiar advantages. By virtue of my 
interceſſion, while you exerciſe a firm dependence 
upon me, you ſhall be enabled to perform miracu- 


1 et. . . ym: 
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lous operations, ſuch as I myſelf have wrought, nay 
even more remarkable v. Nor is this too much for 
you to expect: only. preſent your ſupplications to 
God in faith, and, by the energy of my own power, . 
. I will beftoyy the b'effings, which you aſk, that the 
glory of the Father may be diſplayed in the mediation 
| of the Son,” CO OWE eee 
We, alſo, may rejoice, that Jeſus, who is gone 
into heaven, continues mindful of his Church on 
earth, and is inceſſantly pouring down his benefits 
upon it. We ſhould be thankful for thoſe extraor- 
dinary communications vouchſafed to the Apoſtles, 
whereby the Goſpel was firſt propagated, and con- 
firmed with unqueſtionable evidence. Let us like- 
wiſe be encouraged, by the prevalency of the inter- 
eeſſion of our exalted High Prieſt, to offer up our 
requeſts with humble boldneſs. . For the . promiſe 
reaches even unto us, If ye ſhall aſk any thing in 
my name, I will do it.” Ah! why are we ſo 
backward to pray, as if we had no Advocate wich 
the Father, or as if this Advocate had no merit to 
. plead, poſſeſſed no. influence, and could exert no 
power on our behalf? Let us not ſo diſhonour - 
DN ho, crediting his own declarations, Jet us 
ſurround the throne.of grace with our importunate : 
. petitions, and ſpread our wants before him. He 


9 


Not only did the Apoſtles expel demons, beal the fick, raiſe 
the dead, as Jeſus had done, but they diſpenſed ſpiritual gifts to im- 
menſe numbers,” they ſpake various languages, which they bad never 
learned, and preached the Goſpel with a ſucceſs amazingly rapid and 
a extenfive. Theſe were, in ſome ſenſe, more illuſtrious effects, than 
attended the miniftry of our Lord: and yet this conſideration does 
not weaken the argument for his Divinity, taken from his works, 
but rather ſtrengthen it. For theſe very things were accompliſhed, 
-a3 appears in the paſſage before- us, by the power of the Saviour: 
and accordingly, the Apoſtles, in the miracles which they performed, 
confeſſed their, dependence upon him, and aſcribed the whole glory 
to him. They could not ſpeak, as he did, I ſay unto thee, A- 
riſe, but . In the name of 557 Chriſt of Nazareth, riſe up aud 
walk ;"” and again, © ſeſus Chriſt maketh thee whole,” Luke vii. 
14+ viii. 54+ Adds ili. 6. iz. 34+ * OY 4 
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uniform obedience to my injunctions; and, thou 
1 ſhall withdraw from you, I will entreat the Father, 
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is able, and he is equally willing, to ſupply all our 


neceſſitiees. 5 FRE 201 
It is probable, that the Apoſtles expreſſed a pe- 


culiar warmth of affection for their dear Lord, who 
was about to be taken from them, and that with a 


| reference to their profeſſions of regard he thus conti- 


rived his diſcourſe: * Let your love appear in your 


that you may enjoy the conſolations of his Spirit, 
and at for a perpetuity. The men of the world, 


r 
with ſuch carnal nes Hr diſpoſitions, as pre- 
dominate in their minds, cannot admit this divine 
Viſitant; but you are already acquainted with his 


influences, and ſhall receive more abundant commu-. 


nications from him. I will not, therefore, totally 


and finally deſert you, but will return to you in the 
power of the Holy Ghoſt. My bodily preſence will 
be ſoon removed from the earth, but, through faith, _ 


you will ſtill behold me ever near you; and as TI am 
poſſeſſed of endleſs life, ſo, by virtue of union... © 


with me, you ſhall maintain a ſtate of ſpiritual vi- 
gour, and be conducted to the everlaſting felicities 


of heaven, That promiſed effuſion of the Spirit 
will convince you more fully, that I am joined not 

_ to my Father, but to yourſelves alſo, by an in- 
diſſol 


uble bond. You muſt be reminded, however, 
that he only, who ſhews a conſtant deſire and en- 
deayour to perform whatever I have commanded, is 


allowed to give a deciſive proof of his . eee He 
is the perſon, who ſhall obtain unequivocal marks of 


my Father's favour, as well as of my warmeſt at- 


tachment, and who, likewiſe, ſhall receive from me 


a clear diſcovery of my glorious character. 
Judas, one of the twelve, but not the traitor, ex- 
oſſed his aſtoniſhment, that ſuch a diſcovery ſhould 
deſigned for them, and not extended to the world 
at large, and etied out, «© Lord, how is it?” Jeſus 
8 immediately 
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immediately reſumed his affeQionate addreſs : „ The - 


man, who is influenced by à ſincere love to me, 
will neceſſarily yield an unfeigned ſubmiſſion to my 


authority: and as he will be the object of my Fa- 


ther's complacency! and delight, we will together 
viſit him, and take up our reſidence within/ him. 
But an enmity of heart will lead to an entire rejec- 


tion of my words; and as I declare the will of 
ehovah, the God of Hoſts, every contemptuous un- 
- believer will be left without excuſe. Such are 
the inſtructions, which I have delivered, during 


1 miniſtry among you. And now, thou 


1 am departing, the Holy Ghoſt ſhall be ſent to 
fupply my place: He ſhall give you a clear con- 

. "ception of divine truth, and revive in your me- 

mories every doctrine, which you have heard from 


me. | | 
Here, then, I take my leave, with a declara- 
tion of my beſt wiſhes for you. Peace, the moſt 
valuable bleſſing, I bequeath to you: peace, which 
J have procured by my blood, and which ean be 
communicated only by my grace, I beſtow u 

du. This is what the world cannot impart : their 
. profeſſions, of goed will, in general, are empty com- 
pliments; they confer no real ſatisfaction; and are 

extremely changeable. Far different is my ſolemn 


benediction, which I pronounce- in the ſincerity of 

- my. heart, which carries an efficacy with it to pro- 
mote your happineſs, and which I will never revoke. 
On theſe grounds, your fears may be diſperſed, and 


your minds compoſed, and comforted.” 


“ You will, therefore, receive the moſt | ample, | 


| benefits from my departure; and on my account, as 


well as your own, you may be glad at my removal, 


ſince I am quitting my preſent ſtate of humiliation 
and diſtreſs, and returning to my Father, who is 


. exalted in bliſs and glory, far beyond what I am now 


- ,Capable of poſieſſing. 1 have warned you of the 
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events, which are about to take place, that you may 


not be ſtaggered by them, but rather confirmed in 
the faith. I ſhall not have time to add much more: 
for I am juſt entering upon a painful conflict with 
Satan, who has uſurped the dominion: of the world. 


But I dread not his malice, as there is 12 4 in my 
f 


nature, which can favour his aſſaults, or give him any 


advantage over me. I ſubmit to this oppoſition, ws 


I may publicly teſtify my regard to the Father, 
my readineſs to fulfil all my engagements with him: 
and now I haſten.to-do my laſt work upon earth,” 


And what do we learn from this affecting diſcourſe ? 
Does. it not excite in us the moſt fervent love to the 


Saviour? Let us not forget, that he requires obedi- 
ence, as the teſt of our love. Do we not perceive 
the excellence and happineſs of his ſervice? Do we 
not long for the manifeſtation of the divine favour, 


which he promiſes to his faithful people? Surely, it 


ought to afford us the ſtrongeſt conſolation, that 

Jobs who was dead, is alive again, and: that he is 
one into heaven, to carry on his deſigns of m 

or us. Nay, he is ſtill ever preſent with his Church, 


and pledges himſelf for the ſecurity of every true 
believer. The light, and ſtrength, and joy of his 


Spirit, are vouchſafed to all his ſincere diſciples, even 
to the end of time: the Comforter will “ abide' 


with us for ever.“ Let us plead with him theſe 


gracious declarations: let us implore that peace, 


which is his own moſt valuable legacy, and requeſt, 


that, ſince he hath overcome Satan, he would enable 


us ta ſuſtain the conflict, and bring us off © more 


than conquerors,” to the prajſe-of his great name 


tz Aſter the ſolemn addreſe, which we have conſider- 


ed, our Lord propoſed to retire ; but, probably 
making a pauſe before he quitted the room, he re- 


newed his exhortations to the Apoſtles. To ſhew 


he repreſented himſelf and his, Church under the 


them the neceflity of continual dependence on him, 


f 
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ſimilitude of a vine; planted and cultivated: by an 
intelligent ang- careful huſbandman *. He is the 
root and ſtock of the tree, and his profeſſing people 
may be fitly compared to its branches, which are of 
different ſorts. ome, which are beautifully adorned 
with leaves, produce no fruit. Theſe muſt be cut 
off, and conſigned to the flames, as fit only to be uſed- 
for fuel. Such is the ſtate and character of merely 
nominal Chriſtians, and ſuch will be their final de- 
ſtruction. They are members of the viſible Church; 
; pow appearances may be fair and promiting. but their 
barrenneſs witneſſes againſt them; and therefore 
they are « nigh unto curſing, whoſe end is to be 
' burned ..“. | 
© There are branches of another fort, truly excellent 
and valuable, which, in conſequence of nouriſhment 
derived from the root, bear a large increaſe. Such, 
our Lord teſtified, were all the Apoſtles, after Judas - 
had withdrawn from the company. Such likewiſe 
are all true believers : for by faith they are joined to 
the Saviour, and from' that union they receive an in- 
F Auence, which renders them, though in different 
degrees, © fruitful in every good work.“ To Him, 
therefore, all their attainments and uſefulneſs mult be 
aſctibed : for, left to themſelves, or ſeparated from 
him, they would no more be productive of good, 
than the branches of the vine, when cut off from the 
ſtock. But, whilſt they maintain a conſtant regard 


dc Jeſus, they preſerve their ſpiritual life, and make 


advancement in holi 


Vet even theſe valuable branches ſtand in need of 


being pruned; for, unleſs the luxuriant parts be taken 


off, the fruit will degenerate. For this very purpoſe, 


therefore, the care of the huſbandman is exerciſed. O 


what ſharp operations does it require, to lop off thoſe 
- excreſcences, which ſhoot forth even from eminent 


e John. xv. 1, K. + Heb. vi. 8. ae Is 
- believers! 
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Our Lord, therefore, earneſtly preſſed upon his 
goes ſuch a practical regard to duty: As I am 


S 
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believers! The Lord, who loves them, =Yl pot oe 
them, but appoint the heavieſt afflictions, with no 
other deſign than to render them more pure, and, of 
his Church. "IS +. 5 
Do we perceive our own character exhibited in this 
parable? Haye we any thing more than an external 


conſequence, more honourable and uſeful members of 


s Ter of Chriſtianity? Are we © filled with the 


uits of righteouſneſs, which are by Jeſus Chriſt unto 
the glory and praiſe of God? Or how do we expect 
to do good? Is there any other way, than through a 


vital union with the Saviour? No: he himſelf de- 
clared our utter inability, when he ſaid, Without 
me ye can do nothing.” Let us confeſs our weak- 
. neſs, and implore his help. May he attach our hearts 
to himſelf, and communicate ſuch ſupplies of grace, 
as may enable us to adorn our holy calling! Be it 
our concern, to maintain our faith, and cultivate an 


intercourſe with him day by day. Yet, even then, 
ſevere trials may be ne for us. Let us not 


ſhrink from them, but pray only, that they may ac- 


compliſh in us the deſired effects. How bleiſed will 


be the conſequences of ſuch an adherence to Chriſt ! 


We ſhall be imboldened to approach him with con- 


fidence; for he has engaged to anſwer our petitions. 
By our, conſiſtent and honourable deportment, the 


od, whom we ſerve, will be glorified, fince it will 


appear from us, not only that he is “ rich in mercy,” 


but that he “ loveth righteouſneſs.” This alſo will 


contribute eſſentially to our on comfort, as affording 


ſtrongeſt evidence, that we are the diſciples of _ 


e object of my,Father's complacency and delight, ſo 


do I feel the moſt affectionate attachment to you. 


Phil. i, 117. 
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It ſhould be your aim and endeavour to walk in a 


Rate of holy intimacy with me; which can be effect. 


ed only by your ready compliance with. all my in- 
junctions, even as I have yielded a conſtant and uni- 
verſil obedience. In theſe exhortations I am the 
more urgent, that I may receive continual ſatisfaction 
from you, and that your happineſs in me may be 
completed... 1 A e 
One commandment, in particular, I enforce 
upon you; which is, that you bear the moſt fervent 
love one towards another. In this, you have only to 
' Imitate that kindneſs,” which I have ſhewn to you. 
No higher inſtance cf benevolence can be produced, 
than a man's offering up himſelf to die on behalf of 
his friends, As my friends I ſhall regard you, while 
you pay a due deference to my authority, and fulfil 


my precepts. _ I treat you not as inferior domeſtics, 


who are to be kept at a diſtance, but as the partners 
of my counſels, to whom I have communicated 
whatever J have received in charge from my Father. 
To this honourable ſituation you have been called, 
not by your previous choice of me, but by my free 
and ſovereign mercy towards you: and I have a 
pointed you to Beg ſacred function, that you may 


extenſively uſ 
-niſtry may reach through many generations. Such 


alſo are ny gracious engagements with you, that you 
an anſwer to your 1 petitions in my 


name. I require only, that you ſhew your gratitude 


and ſubjection, by maintaining a mutual and ardent 


affection for one another,” > | 5 
. Aud is it of no concern to us, what the Saviour 


preſſed upon his Apoſtles? Were they ſtrictly en- 


joined to continue. in the love of their Maſter; and 
ate we at liberty to neglect and deſpiſe him? Ought 


not his unparalleled kindnefs in dying for us, as well 
a 


as for them, excite us to admire, raiſe, and ſerve 


him? We had deſerved the divine [ndignation and 
| e | wrath; 


|, and that the benefits of your mi- 
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wrath; but, by virtue of his oblation, we may now 
be admitted to the moſt honourable priyileges. We 


alſo, like the Apoſtles, are received into a ſtate of 
holy friendſhip with our Lord, if indeed we believe 
in his name; and to us he condeſcends to make known 
the myſteries of his kingdom. Surely, we ſhall not 
heſitate to ſay, The Lord hath done it, not for our 
righteouſneſs, but of his own abundant grace. Yet 


ve ſhould remember, that the end of our election and 
ſeparation from the world, is, that we may produce 
the fruits of righteouſneſs. Is this our aim and deſire? 


To inſtance in the particular duty, ſo much inſiſted. 


on; do we poſſeſs and cultivate brotherly love? If 


otherwiſe, where is our religion; where our know- 
ledge, and imitation of Chriſt ? Can it be allowable 
for us, any more than for the friſt Chriſtians, to 


« bite and devour one another?” You, therefore, who 


& have bitter 


ſtrangers to the power of the Goſpel. - 
Telus proceeded in his exhortation to his Apoſtl 
that he might prepare them for the oppoſition, which 


TAY 
= 


awaited them: © However unexceptionable and be- 


nevolent your - ſpirit and conduct may be, you need 


not wonder, if you be marked out as objects of ge- 
neral deteſtation; ſince you have ſeen me 8 51 in 
you were conformed 


to the, principles and practices of the world, den. might 


the ſame manner. If, indeed 


conciliate their favour ; but, as you differ from them 


ſo widely, in conſequence. of your being N bj 
„ Still you I 


my grace, you will excite their difg 
ſhould not complain, but be ſatisfied, when you re- 
collect, that you meet with no worſe reception than 
your Maſter, Perſecutions will be raiſed againſt you 
on my account, through an ignorance of God and of 
bis Chriſt, ' Be not tempted to comply with your 


# James iii. 14, 


enemies, 


—— — —— ũ —P — {_ — 


| ng and ftrife in your hearts, glory 
not, and lie not againſt. the truth &, for you are 


if 
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enemies, or enyy them their triumph; for their caſe 


js deplorably wretched, As 1 have ſo long preached 
amongſt them, and confirmed my dodtrines with 
unparalleled miracles, they can ſet up no plea in their 
on defence. For now it appears, that in rejecting 
me they reſiſt the God of heaven, who hath borne his 
teſtimony to me. Vet, even by this unteaſonable and 
baſe oppoſition, they fulfil their own ſcriptures, which 
have foretold it “.“ | Ari Ales 
* My cauſe, however, ſhall r, notwith< 
© Kanding the violence bf adverſaries. The abundant 
effuſion of the Spirit, whom I will ſend down from 
the Father, upon my return to him, ſhall afford the 
moſt convincing evidence of the truth of the Goſpel, 
_ You alſo, my choſen witneſſes, whom I have trained 
up for the miniſtry, ſhall be ſo ſtrengthened and im- 
boldened to preach the faith, that your enemies will 
be confounded, and multitudes of converts added to 
my Church.” 5 ee | 
| t influence, then, do we draw from this part 
of the exhortation? If the religion of Jeſus be the 
ſame, as in primitive times, may not ſimilar conſe- 
uences be expected? The external profeſſion, in- 
-as it is general among us, expoſes no man to 
contempt : but the life and power of it would till 
render us unfaſhionable, and offenſive to thoſe, who 
are governed by the maxims and cuſtoms of the 
world. This is not to be avoided, even by the moſt 
rudent and 3 Chriſtians, The zealous 
llowers of Jeſus will be hated, in a meaſure, as he 
was, and for that very reaſon, becauſe they reſemble 


Him. Does this 8 us? Or do we complain 


of the terms? Are we, then, inclined to join the 
| ſociety of thoſe, who ſcoff at all ſerious attention to 
3 things, or, at leaſt, who care not for them? 
us deliberate well. What will the iſſue be? 


of Pal, xxxv. 19. 
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it 
| 
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Would not ſuch a conduct imply a decided e- 


ſition to the Saviour? And, conſidering the inſtruc- 
tions and admonitions given us, would not our ſin be 
unpardonable ? Let us rather, therefore, meet the 
frowns 88 than provoke the vengeance of Al- 
ny t „ Wo , . 
be . of the Goſpel, through the 
effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt and the labours of the 
Apoſtles, has been anſwerable to the prediction. But 
are we ourſelves brought under its influence? Every 
true en te even now, will be able to bear witneſs 
for Chriſt: wa then, is our teſtimony concerning 
him? Can we tell of his power, faithfulneſs, and love, 
from our own experience, and recommend his ſervice 
to all, from what we have known of its bleſſedneſs ?. 
Atteſtations of this nature, from private and obſcure 
Chriſtians, might have the happieſt effects, in ſilencing 
the objections of infidels, and reconciling many to 
the principles, which deſpiſe. May Jeſus, 
our exalted Lord, ſend down a more abundant 
meaſure of his Spirit upon us, that his cauſe may. 
be reviyed, his Church enlarged, and his people 


animated with 8 confidence and joy in his 


ways, to the glory of his own name here and for 
ever! Amen. 2 pier « 
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e as | ne. bee args was 
yſis toncluded his addreſs to his Apoſtles, with a pre- 
Ne of therr ſufferings, a promiſe the Spi. 2 | 
. en aſſurance of bis own riturn—offered up a fervent 
©  proyer, for himſelf, his Apoſtles, and all believers. 


Warzen the Saviour felt on his own account, 
in the view of his approaching ſufferings, he was moſt 
deeply affected, as we have ſeen, for the diſtreſſed 
ſtate, in which he was about to leave his beloved 
Apoſtles. Probably, they ſtill remained with him in 
the gueſt chamber, after the celebration of the paſſ- 
over, to hear his ſolemn counſels and exhortations. 
He continued to addreſs them, for a few moments 
longer, with all the tenderneſs, which the moſt in- 
dulgent parents can expreſs for their dear children, 
who are ſoon to be expoſed as helpleſs orphans to ex- 
treme dangers and calamities. He proceeded, there- 
fore, with the ſame benevolent deſign, to inſtruct, to | 
warn, and to comfort tem 5 
„ H have given you, my faithful followers, previous 
- intimations of the formidable oppoſition, which you 
will have to encounter, in order that, being prepared, 
| may not be ſhaken in your minds, or induced to 
deſert my cauſe, when you enter upon the ſharp con- 
* Ai&. Your enemies will perſecute you with a rage 
ſ blind and furious, that, while they excommunicate 
you, and even put you to death, they will conſider 
_ themſelves as performing a religious ſervice, and 


John xvi. 1. Ke. 


3 


bringing 


the biſtory, of the; 
fied. They, wie 
an Angel of God,” 


do ſuggeſt ſuch 


”— 


= 


bringing glory to God. This, will ariſe from their 
ignorance. of the righteous character of my Fatherr,, 


as well as of my peculiar office and dignity, In your 


deep diſtreſſes ou will recollect my predictions, and 
find in them a. confirmation of your faith, It was 


the leſs neceſſary to give you theſe notices before, as 


1 have hitherto” been Jour conſtant companion, 
* to ſuggeſt all proper gounſel and direction, as 
_ circumſtances occurred . 
Such was the prophecy of Jeſus, and we learn fromm 
Apoſtles, chat it was exactly veri- 


= 


© = 


teſtation, as if they were unworthy to live; and 


of them ſuffered death in its meſt dreadful forms, 
while their perſecutors pleaded a regard to conſcience © 
and e 2 of _— events 75 other 
ages of the Chu and at the preſent day, ; 
" Los Nag aud ok e es. | 
and liberality. are made, it is obvious, that fervent . 
real for the honour of our Redeemer would expoſe us 

to contempt. And do not many among us, through - 


violence is reſtrain 


the fear of difficulties, decline thoſe pious exertionss 


which they achnowledge to be requiſite? Or, if we 


c ſuffer for righteouſneſs ſake,” are we not offended, 
and almoſt induced to deſert the ſervice? Have we, 


then, forgotten the declarations of Jeſus? Or have 
they not taught us to expect the 5 of the world, 
if we would be the friends of God? 1 


ld þ | real godlineſs 
produced no oppoſition, how would the ſcriptures be 


fulfilled? But matter of fact abundantly confirms their 
truth, and ſhould eſtabliſh us in the belief and love of 


the Goſpel. _ - 


The Apoſtles were too much oppreſſed by the in- MO: 
timations of their Lord's departure, to propoſe any - + 


further enquiries upon the ſubject. But he p 


. 
«t 


— 
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Qught to have been feceived © as 
met with general ſcorn and de- 


4 2 as 553 and 
comfort them. However painful my removal may 


ag 
 W A | . 


< * ö * 
29 K Fd — 
* < 


— 


* 
% * 4 7 
oe . 0 1 


>» 34 - © oceteTURE CHARACTERS. | 

be to you, it is highly requiſite on your own account; 
I ou cou 2 — bee of 
the Holy Ghoſt. But now, in conſequence of my 
death, this divine Agent ſhall deſcend upon you, and 
gie an amazing efficacy to your miniſtrations. b. 
his mighty operatiohs, many perſons oi the world will 

be convinced of their aggravated guilt in rejecting me, 
'of the nature and fufficiency of my r YA 

. becauſe baving finiſhed my work on earth I am re- 
turning to my Father, and of the certainty and ſolem- 

.- "nity of that judgment which is committed unto me, 
nee Satan js now deprived of his dominion.” - _ 
Many things yet remain to be more clearly un- 
folded ta you, but for the preſent, through the 

: © _*erroneous ſentiments and ſtrong prejudices. which 

 - . - _Poſlefs your minds, you are indiſpoſed to receive them. 
{Bop he Spirit, who will be your guide and teacher, will 

_ effeQually diſpel the darkneſs from your minds, and 
+ "reveal the whole ſyſtem of divine truth: and his 
declarations ſhould be regarded as coming with au- 
mmority from heaven. He will diſcover future events; 
baut his peculiar office will be to give you elearer and 
waore honourable cenceptions of my character and 
' __ . "ſalvation, by exhibiting to your view thoſe glorious ' 
* 1 which I poſſeſs in the ſame extent as the 
ere let us pauſe, and contemplate the Saviour's 
prtomiſes, from which we may derive the ftrongeſt | 
Tionſolation. However we may be inclined to lament 
dais removal from the earth, we may rejoice in thoſe 
_ -  Inefſtimable benefits, which his death has procured, 
In particular, the influences of the Spirit are beſtowed } 
upon the Church, as the fruit and purchaſe of his 
mckifice. It is allowed, that theſe influences were 
/  ----. : Communicated to the Apoſtles: in an extraordinary | 
mmeaſure, and the peculiar circumſtances of their ſitu- 
Action rendered them expedient. But the Spirit yet 
continues to execute his office by his common ope- | 
„„ 3 VV 


rations," according 


| dune of 


' which he beſtows. 


that the Holy Ghoſt, 
Aval light * life, may © 


A lo to eomprehend his meaning. 


DET Hs * 
to our Lord's deſerip ption. He " I 
is, who arreſts the careleſs finner, and ies upon him 


He gives the knowledge 
- to” the view of the mind 


of ee by ex og 


on ug to the * exalted Perſonage, in the 
of the Almighty Governor 2 uniyerſal_. - 
Judge ge. May theſe effects wr; 11 the labours of ; 
ithful Wes. ers in the preſent day] For thus only 
'« the word of God is quick, and powerful, and ſharp- 
er than any two-edged ſword ®:” thus oaly will ie 
« have free cburſe Sad be lorified +. e | 
It was promiſed to the Apoſtles, that their igno- 


rance and prejudice ſheuld be removed by further de- | 
grees of illumination, . by larger diſcoveries 


of the dignity of the Trey on and of the b ; 
We alfo ſtand in need of, and. 
are encouraged to ſolicit and expect, the fame graci- 
dus affiſtance. Have we no miſtakes to be correct- 
ed, no wrong affeQions to be ſubdued? Let us pray, 
"who is the author of all ſpiri- 
guide us into all truth. 
We look not for infallibility, or the gift of prophecy: 


but. we may offer up the moſt fervent ſupplications, 


That the God of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Father 
of glory, may give. unto us the Spirit of wiſdom and 


fevelation, in the knowledge of Him: the eyes of our 
underſtanding being efilightened ; that we may know. 
what is the ho of his calling &» and what the riches / 
of the glory of hi his inheritance in the ſaints t“. 

Upon our Lord's. intimating to his Apoſtles, that 
he ſhould ſoon depart, but return after a ſhort inter- 
val, fince he was going to the Father; they were at 


He declared, 
therefore, more Frxplicitly, that though diſtreſs and 


. ir 1. 1 m ili n. 4 Eph. l. 17 6. 
£ 5 E 2 Bris; anguiſh 


n deep oonviction of f guilt, eipecially for bis cuntempt - 
of the grace of the Goſpel. 


rift. And He alfo directs 
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>,"  . avguiſh wete coming upon them, ſharp as the pang: 
V ee Fg fie a are ſucceeded by 18 
_ of peculiar delight aſter a ſafe delivery, ſo their grief 
Would be followed by a ſtate pf laſting joy, inaſmuch 
2s he ſhould wißt them again. Doubtlefs, he intend- 
end to ſuggeſt, that by his appearance, upon his re- 
x JurteRion from the dead, he Thould diſperſe theit fears, 
und ſo eſtabliſh their hopes and comforts, that they 
_ 0 not by then by any future trials. Yet it is 
_ .. . * probable, that be had à reference to his final advent, 
mn *whenall his people ſhall behold his glory. Then, in 
the bigheſt Lale of the words, they ſhall- meet him 
e with ſongs, and everlaſting joy upon their heads: 
they ſhall obtain joy and gladneſs; and ſorrow and 
| ' _ Ggbing ſhall flee away *.” What ſtrong conſolation 
Ie + © does this adminiſter to believers? Under your ſeveteſt 
. ©» Calamities, look forwards to your Lord's return, with 
a holy exultation, for “ He ſhall wipe away al tears 
from your eyes +.” If he ſhould thus intimate his 
75 intention, Sutely, I come quickly;“ it is ꝓour pri- 
. 2 — to ** « Amen: even ſo come, Loi 
. v2 us 1.“ —_—_— 3 73 4 eee, 
FOG. 2 Saviour reminded his Apoſtles, that, though 
_ + "his bodily preſence ſhould be withdrawn from them, 
they ſhould be ſo much more enlightened, as not to 
ſtand in need of the ſame familiar converſe, with him. 
Some degree of obſcurity reſted upon all his inſtrue - 
tions during his. perſonal continuance among them; 
but he promiſed to give them by his Spirit the moſt } 
explicit declarations of the divine will, He preſſed} 
upon them the neceſſity of prayer, and taught them 
eſpecially to maintain an entire dependence upon bis 
merits and mediation, in all their addreſſes to the 
Father; which they had not, till that ti me, been in- 
ſitructed to do in ſo expreſs a manner. He added, 
lle wiſe, the moſt gracious aſſurances, that their peti- 
Ia. * 10. f Rer. vü. 17. f xxije 20. 
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eons, being offered vp, through. faith in his dne 75 


would certainly obtain a favourable acce 
enſure the completion of their wiſhes, 


4 


bat to the ſtrong affection, which the Father himſelf 
þore towards them for their warm and faithful attach- 


"that high and glorious Perſonage, to whom they them- 
ſelves were dear. IC IS LEY 

All that clear information, which the Saviour pro- 
miled,, the Apoſtles actually received; and we, at this 


very day, enjoy the benefits of their illumination. 


1 


_ vantages attending the right pet 


Let us value thoſe authentic ; records, in | which they 


_ have, unfolded. to our view the diſcoveries of divine - 
truth, ſo: wonderfully communicated to tiem. But 


: 


let us not forget our need of pray 


name of Jeſus. Are we making uſe of the 74 
Are we imploring ſpiritual bleſſings with all. that fer- 


by lead. 


LF % 


union with tte Father. 


vour, "which a full conviction of their value would 
: produce? Do we exerciſe an unftigned reliance 
upon our exalted Intesceſſor? And can we, through © 


hun, approach to God, as to a loving. Father, wich 


confidence and Joy This is the temper and con- | 


duct, to which a. m belief of the Goſpel will infal- 
Alter theſe declarations of Jeſus, the Apoſtles. pro- 
feſſed ta have received: entire ſatisfaction, and an 
aſſured perſuaſion of his high character and divine 


original,” But alas! they were not ſufficiently aware 


of their own weakneſs. He warned them, that, ſtrong 
as their E ſeem, the hour was at hand, when. 
they would all be ſo ſhaken in their principles as to- 


dͥeſert him: yet, notwithſtanding their treachery, he 
rejoiced that he ſhould be ſupported by virtue of his 
It is not wrong to declare, "of 

| Ns, REES! 


E 3 | 


> ME and 
his efficacy 


5 be taught them to aſcribe, not only to his interceflion, 


| ted it,, therefore, for - their 
ebcouragement, tha: he was then about to.return to 


er, and the great ad- 
| cformance of this duty. 
Me, allo, are allowed a free acceſs to God in te 
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Phat are obr views of Chrift, and what affections we 
feel towards him: but the ſolemn admonition, hers 

5 given, teaches us not to boafi of the clearnels of our 
knowledge ot the warmth of our attachment. We 
| hoy Bet be brought into ſuch trials, as may ftagger 
- and confound us; and, for a ſeaſon at leaſt, we may 
be u mqved away from the hope of the Goſpel,” as 
if ie had found the whole ſyſtem to be 3 delufion, 


It will be our wiſdom, as well as duty, under a difz 


' fidence of ourſelves, to rely upon the grace of God, 

. Which alone can preſerve RA 5 72 Uphold 
me according unto thy word, that T may live; and 
let me not be aſhamed of my hope... 
_ "| Yet, we admire the forbearance and tenderneſs c 
- Jeſus, even in the view of their ineonſtancy. He di 
not frown upon them, but ſtill encouraged them by 


mn aſſurance of his earneſt deſire, chat dieß might 


enjoy a ſolid peace through faith in his'name, A 

While he warned bel for ſevefe o ofiti 
and ſharp diſtrefꝭ from the world; he cloſed his addrefs 

With exhorting them zs waintain a Holy checrfulneſs 


abc courage, in full Aer Jon him their vic- 


tprious Leader. It is the will'sf Jefus, then, that bis 


_ . fairiting people ſhould be comforted 3 and even that 


tobe, who haye betrayed an unſteadineſs in his fery 


ice, 

mould not deſpond, but be induced ts return, id | 
N his Jove. O, bot large are his compaſ- 
T / . d HS. 

We ask, What are your expectations ef happineſs? 
Are you ſeeking it in pteſent things? Alas ! you will be | 

miſerably diſappointed: Jeſus aloe can beſtow the pre- 
cious treaſute, nor will you ever obain it, till you be wi 
ling to receive it at his hands. You cannot x his 
flavour and that of the world together. If you follow 
dim with fidelity and zeal, you muſt prepare to meet 
- reſiſtance, and arm yourſelves for a ſevere confi. _ 
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He, however, ay eden . 


your enemies ; and you may rejoice in this confidence, 
that they ſhall be ſubdued under, your feet, be- 
cauſe He has gained the conqueſt. O deſert. not 
his ſtandard, and you ſhall ſoon ſhare in the honours 


of bis triumph, and fit down with him in his kings oh, 


dow! 


Jeſus had Fiſhed the ſolemn addreſs to che Apaſe - 


1255 t, ſtill actuated by a deſire to promote theit 


higheſt, — he looked up to his heavenly Father, 


d poured out his ſoul in the moſt fervent. interce(- 


ns for them ®. | Having. riſen from table, he ſeem- \ 


ed in the very poſture of one departing. He had 


taken his leave of his beloved {hes A but, that 

he might give them a. further proof of his warm afe 

ond le lifted up his and ſpake aloud, While 
commended them and ir concerns to God. It - | 


5 probable,, that the prayer was uttered in their hear- 


„Jebn, who was then preſent; having recarded it 
thz and it remains as a_ftanding monument 
5 fre rong and invariable attachment to his Church. 
apted to his own peculiar circumſtances, 1 8 (7 
| bur a few: hours more to live in the 
world; and his conduct on that occaſion teaches us 
to wait for our great change in the exerciſe of ardent 
- devotion... But it. appears, more eſpecially, to have 


been dictated by a tender d to the ſituation of 
his Apoltles, | atk go 
2 ſtood in need of all . that protection, ſupport, 


and comfort, Which he ſolicited his Father to grant 


them, It is likewiſe to be conſidered, as a pat- 
tern of that prevailing. interceſſion which. he car- 
ties on in heaven, and will continue to the end 


T 5 


urch 


There rs thoſe, who . n 
i vim 


* 


and tempted as they - 


a | 
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wet . he ddarine 'of bis Godhead, that he ſhout 


ever be a ſupplicant. But they ſeem willing to for- 
get that part of the Chriſtian's creed, which main- 


. . - tains, that Jeſus was very man as well as very God, 


cat as*man he was required © to fulfil all righteouſ- 
/ Heſs,” and therefore among other duties to perform 
that of prayer Beſides, in that ſtate of humiliation, 
| being a partaker of our weakneſſes, he had occaſion 
to implore affiftance from above, even as we our- 
_ ſelves; and he received that aſſiſtance in anſwer to 
| bis own petitions; Yet in his remarkable addreſs to 
Heaven, which we now proceed to conſider, he 
- diſcovers a ſuperior dignity. The languag 2 
. Tich,'as a mere man cannot adopt; it wi 
uit 5 In than Him, who is our 1p, 
. ran in u 


* He Wh gan with «requeſt for himſelf. He could 
not be 2 550 his own ſituation, with which 

fuch important events were connected. As he was 

 aboutto cloſe his work on earth, it was his earneſt 


5 — 2 — to be ſupported, that the-concluſion might 


honourable. The grand, deciſive hour 


Th | , . ad Vas at py Sr on which the whole- of his mediatorial 


undertaking depended © anxious, therefore, for the 
glory of God and the falvation of his people, he 
Baſe that he might de ſuſtained in the conflict, 
and crowned with victory. This he ſolicited and 
obtained. A divine ſplendour attended him in his 
deepeſt humiliation: an Angel appeared to ſtrengthen 
him in the garden; his enemies were ſtruck to the 
ground; his very judge teſtified his innocence; the 
converſion. of a dying ſinner gave a luſtre to his 
croſs; the heavens were darkened, the earth ſhook, 
the veil of the temple was rent, and the 915 open- 
ed, in anſwer to this requeſt, that the. of the 
-" Saviour might be atteſted, Doubtleſs, he] hae a view 
* to. wy ſubſequent - events, his — 'Y 


a a 
. 
* 


* 
4 
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TOES | Jesus enaler. 15 | _ 
and aſcenony the miraculous effuſion of the Sri it, 


"oh had He mirror tn and 


alſo have ſignally diſplayed bis h b char er. 
Ke = s Kan in ene of univerhl 


4 38 to be exereiſed wich an- eſpecial. reg 
to the falvation of his 
vine Covenant, To 
- them to be brought to the knowledge of the Aue 
God, and 2 ſcheme of Redemption throug 

' the Son. Having repreſented, therefore, that | 
| had invariably purſued- the great plan. intruſted —9 
him, and that he was about to perfect his anf; 


e, accor to the di- 
. EE a 


this 


ments by the ſacrifice of himſelf, he petitio 2 
he might again be admitted to participate of all that 
ſplendour of Deity, which he had 1. from ever 

aſting in union with the Father; and of- which he 
bad diveſted himſelf that he might take ug his abode 


upon earth.— He is now returned to tnt exalted 


ſtate, from which he deſcended :. andiſurely, accord - 


ing to this deſcription, it is meet that we adore him 
nas our Lord and our God. A mere creature, or 
One raiſed to be God, as ſome vainly talk, could 
not ſpeak thus ;. ſince · whatever lory he now poſe 
| ſeſſes i in heaven, he did poſſeſs before there was any 
gteation. The dectrine is myſterious, bat we te- 
Jeice in it, as laying a firm Folly un ror. gang; faith 


| and hope. 


In this addreſs of je to bis Father, he — 2 


| Teh his heart the caſe of his dear followers, . and | 
eſpecially of his choſen Apoſtles. He appears, in- 
+ "deed, to have been more ſolicitous for them, than 
ſor himſelf; ſo that, even in the mention of his own + > | 
concerns, he had a view to their benefit. His di- 


ciples ere his peculiar charge; they had been com- 
mitted to him by expreſs ovepant ;. he had gra- 
aal trained. them up ſor. bis ſervice, and faichlally 

ructed them in the divine will. They, on their 


5 part, bad * dis declarations, underſtood ihis 
* 02 1 2 


£ . * * 
- A \ 
| A 


r | echarroRE inn runs, . 


| ter: ſteadlaſtly attached themſelves. to his 
cauſe, This he repreſented, while he interceded 
: 5 pleat e of wy Der _ — not. 
He that were s of his Fa 
_ jar choice A love,” as well as of oy, ale 
PRs argued, that in this reſpe& there could be no. 
250 0 — him and Father and that; /as 77 
they, poſſeſſed the ſame perfections, their counſels, 
2 apt] the ſame perſoos be equally dear 
to them both. © Anxious, therefore, for the welfare 
of his favoured attendants, from whom he was then 
About to , he ſol commended them to 
the care of | and prayed, that, for the honour 
his name, — might N preſerved from the ſnares; 
ESI ws which they were expoſe) and be tir rogthr by 
. an indiſſolubſe union of affectionn 
| He had watched over them during his reſidence. 
725 ſt them, and had kept them in the faith; ſo 
tat only had apoſtatized, according to the 
| jons of the ſeripture. And now, upon his. 
_ "returning to his Father, he offered Wap theſe petitions 
| in their preſence, that their happi tn mi might 
be confirmed and oompleted. He obſerved, tat, 


3 ONT received his doctrine, and, like him, 
ſo widely — me cuſtoms and ſpirit of the 


1 with 1 4 
ce ran cou \ 


| ras not Glicitous, that they ſhould be — 1; 
taken to heaven, . to avoid the violence of 
ecution : he knew, that it was expedient for 
. ** them to remain longer upon earth; but he | 
moſt fetvently, that they might not be overcome by 
temptation, or betrayed into any diſhonourable con- 
duct. He requeſted, that, while ' ſeparated from 
' . - finners, they might be continually ing in real 
5 holineſs through the powerful influence: of divine 
NE the impor their of ts . nw he 91195 
9 9 me 05 28 were 
| ambaſſadors, 


—— 8 5 were ge 
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eee 
of his own miſſion: and he 3 


that; as he devoted himſelf to his work with a view _ 


to their ſpiritual good, they might receive more 


- abundant grace, and feel the ſanctifying iofluence 
of that Golpe), which they were about to preach.. 


N e eres bn from allthis? Among or 4 - 1 


things, we cannot but remar earneſt concern 
of Jeſus for the , ' Theſe his 


dear ſervants, ſo commiſſioned, obtained a peculiar _ 7 


boncur; and aac) prevalency = this' interceſſion, 
not to any na excellence or ſu ity in them, 
E e their ardent E 3 
confidence, their exemplary "holineſs, and amazin 
05. Let their hiſtory, from the day of Penteco 
how fully his prayers were anſwered. We 
— that he ſtill ſends out miniſters, ſor the en- 
9 ͤ —— and edifieation of his Church, that he is 
folicitous to preſerve and bleſs them. Aden 2. 
and gives efficacy to their labours. — 
ſeriouſly contemplate the character of the "Apoſtles 
24. here ſtared by their Lord, that . may judge 
what manner of perſons they themſelves ought to be. 
Ie is expedient for them, doubtleſs, * was for the 
Apoſtles, to be cordially attached to the Saviour, 
and to poſſeſs an eminent meaſure of divine knows = 


N oe faith, and holineſs; and it is equally 


that they may be kept from the evil of we 


commend their caule to Jeſus, who, as their Ad- 
vocate i heaven, will plead for them, and they 
ſhall reacive ſufficient grace, as the fruit of his me» , 


Bur prime: Cleiſtians, as wel as miniſters, may 


ent from this folemy interceſſion 


= 


. * 
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be aſferted, that he extended his petitions in behalf 
= of all thoſe, who, in every age and country, ſnould 
be induced by the doctrine of the Apoſtles to place 
mw their unfeigned reliance upon Him. How impor- 
tant to each of us is this declaration! We are fa. 
voured with au authentic account of thoſe truths, 
. - -Which the Apoſtles taught: but have we ſo complied 
wich their word, as-to believe in the Saviour? If it 
F ee poſſeſs this faith, then we may con- 
clude, 3 for us, eee be offered 
5 rayers upplications wi crying”? on 
| 2 Gar bak: Let us cafcfully — tbe *blofin os, 
_ which he has implored, and expect to receive them. 
- + He prayed, that all his people may be joined to- 
- gether as one —_ pertaking of the ſame Spirit, 
- and dwelling in the Father and the Son, by a divine 
And myſterious union, even refewbling that which 
IlIubſiſts between the perſons of the Godhead. This 
._ - + .  requeſthe urged with peculiar earneſtneſs, obſerving, 
- += that he beſtowed his grace upon them with a view 
to that very end, and that their cloſe and affeQionate 
attachment to each other would afford a ſtrong evi- 
"dence to the world of the truth of his miſſion, and 
pf the love of God towards them, Are we aware 
bb the importance of maintaining this Chriſtian con- 
 _ , © cord? And do we carefully avoid whatever may 
prevent or 444595 it? Are. peace and harmony) 
| among the different members of the Church the 
 - -moſt' forcible recommendation of - our religion? 
Alas! how much cauſe we have to "lament, that it 
is expoſed to the ſcorn of infidels by the bitter con- 
- tentions, which have ſo generally prevailed! Or, 
bow can it appear, that we are the objects of the 
divine complacency, while we are malicious and 
Vindictive? O may the Saviour impart to us a 
more abundant meaſure of his - Spirit, that he may 
1528 Oy te us to . to each other in the 
bonds of love, to the praiſe of his on grace, and our 
1 © {unſpeakable conſolation! . 8 — 
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c ++ JESUS ern. f «of | 35 905 
"Jew . the eternal world; and © 

not only ſor the credit of religion, and\the 

eſs of his people in this life, but for the con- 
; 1 of their bliſs and glory in his immediate 
preſence for ever. This he claimed rather than re- 
* even demanding. their final ſalvation on the do 


_ -grqund.of the Father's engagements with him and 
everlaſting delight in him. Let us contemplate with 

" -admiration, gratitude, and joy, the declaration of 

dur Redeemer's will, as here expreſſed. It may 


juſtly inſpire us with hope and confidenee.. If we 


aun believers indeed, we ſhall bebold his glory 3. fr 
tat ſtate of exaltation has been prepared for us from 


the foundation. of the world. Tguch is his counſel 


3 of mercy, which ſhall not be- fruſtrated. © 


Jieſus cloſed the ſolemn interceſſion, conmend... 5 
ing to the care of the Father his choſen Apoſties, 


as diſtinguiſhed from others by their knowledge f 


his truth; expreſſing alſo an earneſt deſire, that 
, they might continue to be favoured with an abiding 
ſenle of the love of God, and engaging to take up 
his on reſidence within them, — 8. gh the whole 


of this ſcene, the Redeemer is exhibited in the moſt 93 


endearing light; and, from the view of his compaſ- 


| fion and faithfulneſs, we may be imboldened to truſt 
ourſelves under his care. He is che ſame yeſter- 


day, and to day, and e He, who was ſo © 
ſolicitous for the perſeverance and happineſs of his 
ancient diſeiples, will not forget or neglect the leaſt 


and meaneſt of his ſervants in the preſent day, To 


all of them, without exception, he has ſaid, I will 
never leave thee, nor forſake thee +”. Let us re- 
Joice in the fulneſs of his grace, and long for the pro- 
a viſion of his glory. 

Zut does the benefit of this interceſſion extend to 7 
| exery 2 78080 If carnal affections predominate in 


n | Fes. | i 
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96 S $cnIPTURE CHARACTERS. | 
- your hearts, and you feel no cordial attachment to 
the Saviour, you have © neither part nor lot in this 
matter,” He faid, © I pray not for. the world :” 
and does not that diſtinction exclude you, remaining 
as you are? What, then, will you do without his 
. favour? Whatever temporal advantages you may 
now poſſeſs, you cannot inherit his kingdom; but, 
if you die in unbelief, you will be driven away with 
ſhame and everlaſting contempt. As yet, however, 
-he-waits to be gracious, and c ds the word of 
falvation to be preached. © Wherefore, as the Holy 
Ghoſt faith, To day if ye will hear his voice, harden 
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ſuffered an extreme ag 


; Jeſus have been preparatory, and are to be regarded 


as ſubſervient, ' to that important event,” which +408 


proceed to conſider. He came into the world, not 


ut chiefly to ſuffer. Now the ſharp coofli&- 


| 9 the tremendous ſcene is unfolded to 

our view. This is not a ſubject for amuſement our 
curious ſpetulation : it calls for the vigorous'exerciſe- 
of holy and devout affections. While ag mares nr 


the Son of God bowed down under his accu ; 
trials, let us learn, e e. Oren and what 
a debt of gratitude we owe. O bleſſed Jeſus, who 


didſt ſtoop fo low and endure ſo much for our ſalva- 


tion, help us to conceive, as we ought, of our own. - 
Tee e , te intimate bebe which 


r by thy cros — = Good land ad . 
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8 AF of Olives . Upon the road thither, he warned them, 


that, notwithſtanding their N of regard, they 


would all deſert him in the hour of Bis extremity, and 
| _ - thus,. the Shepherd being ſmitten, the ſheep Would be 
| ſtattered, according to an ancient prediction +, Still 
” - © - —, &nxious for their encouragement, be aſſured them, 
ttt, though he ſhould be put to death, he would riſe 
' again: inſtead of upbraiding their cowardice and une 
Wl belief, he promiſed to, met them after that event, and 
i appointed a particular place in Galilee, Where he 
| would receive them and confirm their faith and love. 
,- Behold; how gracious the Lord is to his wavering 
F. * and backſhiding people! Though they fall, th 
dall not be utterly caſt down; for the Lord uphold- 
_ _ ,, et: themiwith his hand ggg. 
Mat ſufficieiitly aware of their own weakneſs, they: 
ce eouldnotcfeditthedeclaration of their dear Maſter, and 
—_ - 4. #therefore-dolemnly proteſted, . that they would hazard 
_ _ -_ everything, even life itſelf, in a fixed and reſolute ad- 
WMerence to Him. Peter, in particular, expreſſed the 
ſtrongeſt abhorrence of the defection then intimated;. | 
and Jeſus in reply explicitly affirmed, that. this con- 
. -fident Apoſtle would moſt ſhamefully and repeatedly 
deeny him that very night. How often ate we re- 
minded of human depravity | By numerous inſtances 
e are inſtructed to take heed to ourſelves, to diſtruſt 


dbour own hearts, and to. ſeek for a better ſecurity from - 
|.  - ſpiritual declenſion, than our ſuppoſed firmneſs and 
42 | — perſevere. 3 Ve" . 5 
I », * Jeſus arrived at his intended place of retirement, 
and entered a particular garden called Gethſemane, 
where he had been accuſtomed to retreat, and had al- 
©. + ready ſpent many nights in devotion. Here, proba- 
i  , bly, by prayer and meditation ha meant to prepare 
for his approaching ſufferings, of which he had a full 


* C 


/ "© ® Matt, . 3-86. Mar, xiy. 2-8. Luke x2i1, $9-=53- 
8 John zvili. 112. 1 Zech. Lili, Þ Plal. xxxvii. 24. 
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en we look for uncommon difficulties, 


view. a h 


ye ought to be, in a more eſpecial manner, frequent 
© and fervent in our applications to the throne of grace. 
\ If we thus meet our troubles, we may expect. to 


receive-all needful ſupport and conſolation. _ 
Out of the eleven, who then attended him, our 


Lott ſelected three, Peter, James, and John, who 55 


ad been favoured with the ſight of his glorious tranſ- 
are and were now deſigned to be witneſſes of 


a ſeparate part, and immediately began to feel an 
15 reffible anguiſh and terror. Very remarkable 
ire * words of the Evangeliſts, when they attempt 
to deſcribe the painful ſenſations, which then came 
upon him through an inviſible influence. They im- 
1 ſays the learned Biſhop Pearſon, that he was 
poſſeſſed with fear, horror, and amazement; encom— 
paſſed with grief, and overwhelmed with ſorrow, 
prefſed down with conſternation and dejection of 
mind, tormetited with ,anxiety and diſquietude of 


rie®,” | y 2, | | £7 16 p - 
dee he diſcovered in ward perplexity and con- 
fulton by his countenance.” He declared to his three 


choſen companions, that his ſoul was beyond meaſure 
afllifted, and, as it were, ſurrounded with the, very 
paitis of death, and deſired, that they would continue 


Vith him in holy watchfulneſs, and pray for themſelves, 
that they might not be brought into the perilous 
, conflict, He then withdrew to a little diſtance, that, 


being quite alone, he mi ul peg his heart with the 
* freedom before 8 He kneeled down; be 
I upon bis face, and requeſted,” that, if it were 
poſible, the extreme diſtreſs, by which he was 
oppreſſed, might be removed or ſhortened c He 


erxied = e expreſſions of ſharpeſt anguiſh, and 


feigned ſubmiſſion, O my Father, if thus 
„ 6 s CP Kr $436 D 


N '# Pearſon on the Creed, p. 190. 
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deep diſtreſs. With them, therefore, be retired 
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- thine hongur can be ſeeured, and the falvation of thy 
not the work; in which I am e pong and, there, 


Fes 1 
- 45 
— 


45. . the ſolemn charge, which be bad given them] Im- 
mediately he rouſed them with à ſerious, though 
T upbraiding them all, and Peter 


2 ſeaſon. He likewiſe repeated his former injun 
tion, that they 


Jon ſtrength from heaven, againſt the hour of oy | 
wardneſs to this er duty? 


de geln e weak. - This early ſhewed. the tender. 
neſs of his di eke towards them. He uttered no 


9 


N.. 


people zcopmpliſhed, let the bitter cup, from which 


myſelf. to thy wiſe and ſovereign. will: 1 decline 


fore, eee be will enen «ep N 


I three diſciples! we whom he found 1 Ah! . 
uninindful they were of their Lord's affliction, aud of 


ecially, for their unwillingneſs to bear thejg; 
him in hol vigilance, even for ſo ſhort 


_— 


ſnould be upon their guard, con 
ſider their danger, and by —.— ſupplications draw 


trial. Do. we afk, why they . 


compaihonate, 
accounted” for it, though the reaſon doe ot | 
niſh an excuſe :- it truly is willing, but 


nts of their unkindhels, but acknow- 


ith: complal 
their cordial attachment to him, and lamented. 


that their good deſires were obſtructed. by the weari⸗ 


neſs of their bodies, or: rather, through the ed 
of their nature. 

A ſecond time he withdrew; and offered. up ſimilar, 
petitions, He declared again bis entire ſubmiſſion to 
the Father's will, and perfect acquieſcence with that 


2 appointment, at which e weakneſs of humanity 


uddered, On returning to his diſciples, he found 


them ance more o erpowered with ſleep. Tbis 
I W 8 A0 called n a oth rebuke, which [6 
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ad t we ſhall obſerve,ithad no laſting effect. 
he Saviour retired: a third time, and prayed 
— On that occaſion, it ſhould ſeem, he was 
juſt ſinking-under the weight of his diſtreſs, when an 
Angel from heaven was commiſſioned to adminiſter” - 
lp rt and ws and prevent him ſthm being 
Was the ſtruggle, then, immediately 177 

addludedf No: his conſternation remained, perhaps ' 
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increaſed : bein in an agony," engaged as it were in Frank 


ſharp conflict, he cried to God with ſtill 
ardour 8. In was the jntenſeneſs of his ſou that 
4 iy whole frame was thrown into a violent agita- 


He 7 proſtrate in the cold night, 1 west. 


ely; nay, the very blood forced its 

Eben le pores of his body, and nd in s 
* Then, as well as at his eru- 
dien, that prophetical declaration was fulfilled, 
Jam poured out like water, and all my bones are 
ob of joint; my heart in le war; e ee nag 

an ö my bowelss .. NW 
Were were the diſriples of Jeſus, in this: " A 
of" fits" extreme agu? An Angel, as we bare 


ſten was ſent for „ 


efthly friend to ſupport his drooping bead Not: 


be Had occaſion-to lament, that he found no-comfort» ' . 
b. Thoſe, who made the moſt ſolemn prateſtations 


of regard, were inattentive to his diſtreſs. ' The three 

moſt favoured Apoſtles; though they had been twice 

before reproved for their drowſineſs, had fallen afleep _ 

h Their grief, indeed, contributed, in ſome 
u 


fs; to produce this effect: but, doubtleſs, mex 

betrayed the weakneſs and deficiency of their ſpi- TT 

ited] principles. He returned, repeated his re- 
provi; and intimated, that it was too late to abſerve his 


ede injun@tion, that the time for Wu 2 
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Prayer was expired, and that he ſhould be immedately 
delivered into the hands of wicked men. Then, 
having recovered from his agony, and not dreading 
_ -. theevent,hecalled cons proce Dat rr Gy e 
meet the traitor, who was approaching with a band of 
ruſſians to apprehend him. : i nen $4 | . 8 
Tube whole of this narrati fills us with wonder, 
And at the ſame time ede be ft important in- 
ſtructiona. We cannot but expreſs our ſurpriſe at the 
ce.onduct of the diſeiples, eiteumſtanced as they were. 
Doubtleſa, they were highly blamable, in diſregard- 
ing their dear Lord, when he requeſted Heir peculiar .. 
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Attention, and neglecting his repeated admonitions. 
But, While we mourn over them, relapſing into the 
ume fault again and again, we are ren inded of our 
dn depravtty, and taught, not to be confident of 
- - courſe] . tees _— and gong may = 
 . . Fight prineiples : for, though“ the ſpirit is willing, 
te e is weak. ano pee 1 * 
Our are more eſpecially fixed upon the Saviqur, 
. eee eee n 
- ._ > pattetn/(of patience and nigegneſs. Let us learn to 
 - - * " ſuffer with:the ſime diſpoſition. . There are-infirmi- 
-” _.; ticr, attached co humanity, which, we may feel with- 
N e e 0000 ee eee in the 
proſpect, of calamities- We may, therefore, inno- 
3 cently deſire the cup to paſs 2323 But we are 
Anſtructed from ihe view of Jeſus in the garden, to 
5 ſurrender up durſelves without reſerve to the divine 
diſpoſal, and to conſult the glory of God and the falva- 
tion of men, rather than our on preſent eaſe and 
dorfort. Under che moſt painful feelings, while we 
|  ipread our caſe before the Lord, and entreat his gra- 
ſous interpoſition, we ſhould poſſeſs ſuch an entire 
- - "reſignation,; as to be able to ſay, Not what I will, 
but what thou wilt. - Have we attained this temper ? 
Hou far otherwiſe! Do not our trials draw forth our 
corruption, and prove that we. are very oppoſite to he: 


, #3 : 
F ws, o 7 


1 * ; — 


9 


EY Po eee, gens 
= of TR Ab what pride Ras petdlance, ' 
what unbelief and diſcontent,” do we betray in ſharp =. 
 afflifiions! We are ready to quarrel Al Jeaercl WE; 

- for appointing us ſo arduous à poſt: we- entertain - 
hard thoughts of him, if deliverance be not inſtantly 


vouchſafed; and it ſhould ſeem, from our vehement 


tis be the calſe, ſurely we do not wach and on 
= 


was laid upon him. . 


7 


- therefare we are not prep for the conflict, 


defeat may be expected. r "97 


| impatience, that we could with every conſideration to 
Te , to our own eaſe and convenience. f 


7 It is enquired; What whips 


J extreme fliſtreſs in this remarkable ny? 
There was no viſible, external cauſe of that pefplexity 
And Horror, which'he diſcovered. © He appears not to 


Have ſuffered through exceffive pain of body: nor 


-ought we to ſuppoſe, that he was terrified, merely 


undder the apprehenſion of approaching dangers, or 
_ that he repented pf his undertaking. "Never did he 
ew more diftinguiſhed courage, or more clearly _ 


manifeſt his deſire of faving ſinners at any expenſe to 
_ himſelf, | Yet, conſiſtently with this aſſertion, it may 
be allowed, that human nature, even in the holy 


compoſure and inttepidity of mind, when th 


meeting death in its moſt dreadful forms. ut tithe i 


n ought not to be admitted, as the cireum- 


N are ſo widely different. Jeſus was: aflited -- 

in a way, and from cauſes, peculiar to himſelt: 

nor is it poſfible, that any other man could endure wat 
He ſtoed as „ the Repairer of 


Jeſus, might ſhudder at the proſpeR of ſevere cala- bY 
mities. BE 


It is faid, uu y in martyrs hrs bene ger: 


the breach,” to turn away from us the vengeance of - 
our offended God, interpolia himſelf between us 


and the ſtroke of; juſtice. Therefore © it pleaſed © 
e bruiſe im: He hath pur himto grief%,” Vi 


1 


. „1. K. 10. 
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In-thts: view, it is probable, that his mind ſuffered 
$ 


much more than his body, and thut before he came 
to the croſs he felt inexpreſſible agonies, not mere 
In che proſpect of his paſſion, but from the immedi. 

nate hand of God preſſing his Spirit. In Gethſemane, 


then, while we 3 the Saviour bowed down 


undder 4 the terrors of God, we bebold the deep 
malignity of ſin, and SN that, if we ſhould 
an{xet-for--our.own offences, the burden would be 
* than-we:could bear. 
It ſhould ſeem, alſo, that Satan had conſiderable 
_ +itfluence in 
this remarkable occa 


to attack him, and probably the fiend was then per- 
mitted to vent his utmoſt rage, 8 his fterceſt 
+ onſet, But, however he . . h 
_ 1 evercome; and this very conflict turned to his great- 
4 the Captain of our Salvati is able to deliver 
thoſe who are tempted. Only Tet us follow his 
ſtandard, and we may exult in the hope of ſharing 
his glorious conqueſt, _ r 
At the cloſe of the agony, eſus had intimated'to 
his diſciples the approach af the traitor ; and at that 
very inſtant Judas came upon them with an armed 
company. This infamous Apoſtle had previouſly 
ſold his Maſter z and as he knew the place of his re- 
titement, he now took the opportunity of conductin 


a large and mixed multitude of perſons, for the expreſs | 


© _ -_ / purpoſe of ſeizing: bim by force. Judas went up to 
Auaddxeſs him with that vile . hypocriſy, which marked 
bis character, endeavouring to conceal the baſeſt 
I deſigns under the guiſe of friendſhip. Still profeſl- 
ing reſpect and affection, he ſaluted his Lord, and 

| with a kiſs betrayed him into the hands of his ene- 


mies. 


be could not 


— 


rang or inereaſing the diftreſs/ on 
on. Jeſus had juſt before de- 
| &lared,. that the malicious adverſary was preparing 


victory, and, as 


„ * * © 
* * "A - 3 ** 
6 nA of" 
* r Cas. ans © 


able a 
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No: 4 euiting reproof was given to the-traitor, fur 
being the leader in ſuch a b and with ſuch diſ- 
a ulgtion ; but Jeſus ſſed not from the danger. 
"Thou he had a cleat view of all his ſufferings, he 
, 4 with amazing fortitude towards the very 
n, who wiſhed to 5 Having de- 


ed his majeſty through ſome inviſible influence, 
ich Mere \inflondy confounded, and firuck 
to the ground, in his preſence. Aſter ſo remark-. 
| of his power, it was a ſignal evidence of 
their obduracy, to reſume and profecute their ſcheme, 
He might have eluded their purſuit; but he cheer- 


fully ſurrendered himſelf, inſiſting only on one con- 


dition, that his diſciples might be diſmiſſed in ſaſe - 
ty. How kind and tender was his concern ſor 
1 2 and uffectionate attendants even to the 
Jeſus, the high and [enced Perkanage,” | whoſe. - 
name is, King of kings, and Lord of lords,“ ſub- 
mitted to be taken into cuſtody, and even to be 
bound. Amazing ſight indeed! Thoſe, who actom- 
panied him, pro to reſiſt: and Peter, with his 
uſual forwardneſs, actually drew his ſword. in his 
Maſter's defenge, and cut off the ear of the high 
prieſt's ſervant. This was a haſty, and imprudent 
ſtep, for which Jeſus rebuked him, obferving, that 
7 _ means of protection were improper in their caſe, 
| 1 Oy proved deſtructive, He added, that, 
"i it had been expedient, he could eafity have ob- 
tained the aſſiſtance of numerous armies of Angels, 
but, that, with a view to fulfil the ſcriptures, he 
_ cheerfully acquieſced in the a appointment, 
"In painful to himſelf” 

| o prevent the bad effects of Peter's raſhneſs, 
Jeſus immediately exerted his miraculous power, 
and healed the wounded perſon. Otherwiſe, the re- 


omar this armed company might have — 
1 . 


2 himſelf the perſon, whom they ſought, — dif. 


. i OO"—s 
« N 


1 


0 


* 


9 
* 
- 
. : 
: 
" 


and omiſſion of watchfulneſs and 17 


po and why 


i: was then let looſe upon hi 
wee permitted to — ay Fr 


| boſulfil the 
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. fatal to the diſciples, | He eng 


| zenirrbas CHARACTERS, | 
uired of bis enemies, - 
- why they came againſt — with ſuch a formidable 


force, as they had no reaſon to expect 
had not ſeized him before, when he 


gave them t 
marked, their malice, which Lay been reſtrained, 
the infernal ſpirits 
utmoſt influence : 


yet their hears" gc IIs ho tbe, than 
ecies.of ſcripture,” 
Jeſus, as a-pr nr ts the hands of 


'The fig 


8 e was more than any eee 


were ſtag Wie as if they had been 

 dejuded, and terrified, as left defenceleſs. For- 
I, therefore, of their — proteſtations, they all 
riot him, and conſulted only how they might ſe- 
"cure themſelves: flight. Oh! the baſe ingratibude 


and treachery of their conduct This defection muſt = 


inful to. Jeſus, than all the vio- 
lence of his oppoſers. It furnifhes, however, ſome 
- uſeful leſſons: it teaches us, not to glory in men, 
not to depend on the firmneſs of the moſt eminent 
N. net nor to confide in any wiſdom, ſtrength, 
neſs of our own, 28 Cent to- 
2 e hour of temptation. May God of his m 
mes us from falling; or elſe, 7. the | fiery trial,” 
which may 
weakneſß in a ſtill more awful manner 
lected to improve the ſeaſon of ee 


have been more 


lowed 


| them; and from the ſame cauſes, indulgence of ſloth, 


Aud grace wers both nnn. 


er, many 
have forſaken and diſhonoured Chriſt ow forci- 
_ an argument for deen to duty l- 


ae turning our 
preſſible maj n in his deportment. 


Tee h ſpl els his b vines broke forth, even in 
this Yo ſtate of meanneſs and abaſement. His power 


+.F 


an oppoſition, 
faireſt opportunities. But, as he re- ; 


ery ud us 


poſſibly come upon us, In Os our 
' neg- 


#/ ak to Jeſus, we Fate an in- 
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che N ofthe two, the ſecurity of pur ſalvatioan 
conſiſts, The Redeemer ſtood alone, being deſerted 
of all his moſt faithful adherents, who had vowed, , 
; GM would die with him. Vet he expreſſed no, 
reſentment; gor did he, in any meaſure, depart 
from his purpoſe... He went through his work © in 153 
the greatneſs of his Rrength,” actuated by an ardent. 
_ deſire to accomplith the will of God, and make re-, 
conciliation for his people, whatever he might en, 
dure. O look 'untb Jeſus; and conſider, for what, 

_  ends:this/amazing tranſaction was deſigned! -Doyou 1 
not feel a cordial regard to him for bis voluntar x, 
ſabmiſſion to ſo much contempt and ſuffering? Does 
it not confirm your bope, and inſpire. you with an 
| _ expectation. of pardon, peace, and heaven?” * , » 

- Jeſus was hurried away, as a. criminal, ftom.. 
Gethſemane to Jeruſalem, and there dragged from 
t one pact of the city to another, He was taken firſt, 
- to the houſe of and then te the palace of _ 
c . Cajaphas, the 85 prieſt, where, it ſhould ſeem, 
„ 1 though.in the dead of night, the principal way. 
it of the Sanhedrim were, aſſembled, waiting to receive, 
ly their priſoner wal Here he underwent an examina», 

1 N., 41 his malicious and , enraged enemies. 

y he 

ur 

* 


92 * 


- . - 
. 
” 


tioned him concerning his. followers and, © 
in.: meekly replied, BET. had ſaid mu ; 

thing in a covert manner, and appealed to thoſe, who: 

had Nieard his inſtruQions, as the proper witneſſes to 
ed be interrogated on the ſubject. ©. For this gentle an- 
th, ſwer he received a blow, with marks of diſdain, from 
ny I - ao. officer, who ſtood pear him: and then, with af-, 
ci- toniſhing patience, he deſired to know only, Whe- 

ther, by What he had ſpoken, he had deſerved ſuch 

in- treatment. G 
nt. 1 Tube holy. Jeſus was arraigned: but what accuſa- 

. | 2 . — "Mar. ® N. 3 {> + 8 pre 25 
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2 wy againſt him? - Pains were taken 0 
J if poſſible, © the leaſt ſhadow of à charge on 


+ which" hit Lende een: -might be rounded. Ne. 
| wittds were pffered to any perjured wretches,- 
vol derer ſuch a teftimony,/as would afford his 
| $ jddges a plauſible pretext for putting bim to dea; 
„ when they: had determined to do, But ' perſons of? 
cht deſcription: could not readily be found. 80 
- Rrong a reſtraint does God impoſe upon the —_ 
eben of the*difſtlite and abandoned, that the 
|  affaid'to affifm, what their inclinations would di 
Mere not this the cafe,” there would be but a — 
: rty or life: and 


| ſedutity in 4 1 either for prope 
Sr. Ne besen __ would be ſo attacked by the 
. lying fongu, hi ce cod no longer maintain ber 


be in ee in- | 


mt ig ed eee afofe, who 
preſentations of what 


1 erent accounts and 

Peſus had aid above chree years before, SO 

| _.  chedeſtrudtion id rebuilding of che temiple . W 

l ahi ablorf{'as the charge'wis, his enemfes endes 

||  _. © vouret te make it of confequence. 'On this ground 
they determined to try their iiſdner: and accord- 

| y; at the approach of day, they removed hich to 


— full council, and put him" upon” his defet 
e, however; replied not to the 1 66 110 


| 
Ei war eee and be was aflicted, yet be opened 
. __ 


mouth: He is brought as' a Tune the 

og m_—— a8 © pon Hee her 2 dumb, 
* 0 n m 1 * expreſſed 

: their farpeſle* at his ſilenceʒ bet be Nil weed to 

3 enter on his vindication, knowing that it could an- 2 
5 cet no pur e to do it before e, who had re- capital « 
© __ © flved'to deffroyhim,” 

„ high Priel then required kim, by the moſt 
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de grand chamber of the Sanhedr hedrim,' where they D 
Jetu 
with 
buff 
at th 
tered 
® If 
Bp. 


— 


ſcheidire-forut? of to FOO upom oath, 4 © 
whether he' was; {hens the promiſed Meſkah. | Im- 


| 9 behold him in a ſtate 2 bigheR ex 


to ſpeak in his behalf. Nay, 


with inſolent and cruel indignities, mockedʒ ſpit 
buffeted, blindfolded;” and beaten on the face; 2 


l TIS. 


— mr. 


mediktely he affirmed it in the moſt explicit terms, 4. 
ned; that, roving ba mean ap- 
and their contem 


deſcending from bea ith diyi | 
Low ſupreme and — Judge ire 892 and; 


— — | 
conſidered ans e. the _—y x 
inte in claimi 
te he ought of * W N 
Did 4-y6 one the, riſe to ebenen e 
rag ll jon? No: the opportunity. gene- 
—— criminals, of producing 
able Z e denied to Jeſus; and this end 
cireunitance'. had been predicted . Two of che 
Sankedrim diſſented from the reſt; but it does not 

1 they ſtood forth in hid. deſende p. His 
epd b. had deſerted him. Peter and Joh 
ſermed to recover themſelves from their flight, hut 
they followed him only at a diſtance, and dared oe 
Peter, with profane 
imprecations, denied that he had ever known him. 
'trial being ended, freſh inſults were offered 0 

2 He was treated by the loweſt of the ſervants. 


at the ſame time the moſt vile blaſphemies | 
tered-in deriſion N — 


* . ” an oppre fix judgment be wa 
1 4 By 6 his oppreſſive ju L who would nc 


By. Loth on this Hane obſerves, that no one was puniltted fog > - a 
capital crime, till 48 amation had made wow. ſoner, al- 
lowing thoſe, who kriew him, to evidence in bis fey + Butin i the 
trial and condemnation of Jeſus the — rule was not ves : no. 
proclamation was made for any perſon to bear witneſs to hip innocence, 
nor = any one volungrily ſtep forth to give ſuch an atteſtation. 

ZN * ail. 30, I» Au xix. 38, 39. 
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e be fulfilled the prophetical deſcription :- He was * 
repteach of men, and deſpiſed of the people; 4 he 
hid not his face from ſhatme land ſpitting “.“ How 
wonderful were his condeſceuſon and meekneſs, ho, 
deteſtable e injuſtice 3nd 1malevolence of his perſe- 
- ciitors?"' ay 2 bolt p def #74: © 
2 "Wharienhotreatwent, which the Gee hed, | 
from usb. It is generally allowed, that the conduct 
of the Jews was wrong; but is our's defenſible? It 
is poiſſible, that we Nene bake 8 and bitterly | 
againſt their i ee, , y yet be ac- 
tuated by a fimilar his, at Neat, we: 
know; neglect and hatred: of Chriſt prevail among 
ourſelves. ' © He is deſpiſed and rejected of men . 
There arethoſe who turn away from him with diſj- 
_ dain; and refuſe to hear his character and truth vin- 
dicated. There are thoſe, likewiſe, who; ſeek; or 
| „ und vent their rage in profane and blaſ- 


55 E All ſuch we warn and 


enhort. O conſider, r 
It is no other, than «© the Chriſt, the Son of the 


. blelled Ged. And will you take part wich his ene- 


mies What, then, can you expect the conſequence 
to be? He does not inſtantly confound you, but al- 

los you to ſhew, | what is in your hearts. , Here- 
after you ſhall ſee him fitting on the right hand of 
che power of God, and coming in the clouds of hea- 
ven! Vou muſt ſtand at his bar, anſwer” for your 
_-infdlent contempt of his Goſpel, and receive your -/ 
final ſentence from his mouth. O turn b nom, 
While he waits to be gracious, that you have 
| * and joy before ane at the 6 af * 


. Amen. 55 DEL 1 55 
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Ius wut rranined before Puntius Pilate and Herod, 


_ falvation. « The holy One of God” ſubmitted to 
de ranked with infamous malefactots, to endure ex- 
crusciating tortures, and to be cut off by a violent 
"death, as unworthy to Rye. This is a fight, which 
Angels, probably, viewed With aftonifhment... To 
Satan the tranfaction might ſeem to furniſh matter 
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W ate now calle# to behold the moſt flupendous == 


and diſtreſsfuf ſight ever exhibited; the higheſt great- 


"neſs in the loweſt ſtate of abaſement ;. perfe& inno- 
"cence overwhelmed with extreme ſuffering; the moſt 


"tranſcendent excellence treated with general coß- 4 


"tempt And abhorrence, Te is Jeſus, <"the Lord o. 


glory who was crucified for us men and for our 


Ld 


of exultation for the moment; but it will a 4 


turn to his entire and everlaſting confuſton. Wit 


"what affections ſhall we regard it? A ferious con- 
templation of the ſubject will excite in us emotions 
of godly ſortow and genuine repentance, and inflame 
our hearts with holy love and zeal. © It is not a tra- 


| FX fiction, deſigned merely to move the paſſions, 


ut an awful reality, which is of unſpeakably greater 
importance, than any other occurrence in the Flory 
1 


of mankind. We ſhall relate the fäcks ſimply as 
— are recorded, deducing only thoſe vraftical re- 
flections which naturalfy'offe 
* fderation. 277 1 ot. 20s oy 
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CY fore, that they. would ee to ſtone him, accord- 
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Jeſus, we ory ſeen, had been already tried and 
condemned b the high prieſt and the grand council 
of the Sanhedrim. e might have expected, there - 


ing to their law, and à they had frequently attempt · 
ed to do in the violence of their rage. But how 
- then would the ſcriptures have been fulfilled? Be- 
fic that particular roy of „ 1 own 
tutes ap » might not be thought ſufficien 
inful of nominious; and on that account, E 
aps, they delivered bim up to the civil power of the 
Romans. Or rather this ſtep was taken as 4 matter, 
'of neceſſity, becauſe the Jews, being a conque 
people, had loft the rig bt e hg Capital . - 
ents; which the 100 Ives icky ny ed: Thus 
ared, that the ophecy of fie ece1\ its 
0 3, the « hep * ep e ow. Tata 


„the * _-_ 
dog], in th had co nſi morning, offer ober | 
= Os 
2 | bei 
5 he Jeſus, they commanded bind 
4 or 80 ee 518 A 
| ontius Pilate, the 705050 0 5 ele 95 lx / 
oman ueſt iate 
ut ihe pl . ops. bs we trial ah. "The, 4.4 | g 
ſelves, however r the 1 7015 a re i 
4 Feruple, refuſed to e enter the hall, leſt hey ſoul 
"contract 1 upgleangels from a 5 
"be anged to. the. 11 5 85 419 , Cy 11 . a 


| 25 baton 6 | ie K de 4 55 5. 
| FO ngly 0405 eir hypocriſy. 
At the he's n e vl. ME" 


1 . nent 7 2 133. Har, . OY 2 
n IEG * vel, vl 3: 
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ras 


TRICE - oj —— 
:dawever, that 1 ge * a Capi 


-ror's tribute, and claimed regal honours to hi 
Many other e 2 they pre — endeayouring to 


TT ON I 

en und intent on ſhedding. innocent blood, they 
22 unwilling to omit the —— forms; of. / wa « 
tion, dreaded. à virtual deflement. Lo What 
purpoſe, we: aſk, are men exact in external ohſer- 
vances, while the vileſt affections maintain an aſcen- 


| daneyin their hearts? Ei py 
the 1 reins, thus to be impoſed. on empty 
r "wo 


Pilate conde ſcended to 2 their n B 


undd inſlituted bis examination. of the priſoner in the | 


open air. mo enquired, therefore, what charge they 
urged. 4 


before | them,/.as a notorious: male factor. 
chaoling/to proceed upon ſo general ad- 
ration, or rather with a view of 
iſagreesble buſineſe, he -defired- 
matter into; their awn; . and, 


uſhment, without his expro(s warrant. 


un in not lawful for us to put 2 man to des! a 
Which was a plain av p- 4a hh 
the Roman power: and 


eir — 0 


ſo ordered, by the 1 mode in which = 
Jeſus ſuffered, the ſcriptures. might have their com- 


.pletion. - The Lord Ge Omnipotent cejgneth, 


and renders all event Gbſervient to, his N g 4 


poſes. 
To files the Romans 


againſt the priſoner, "he 


Jews alleged, that he had been guilty of ſeditious 


practices, baving oppoſed the pa of the E 


elf. | 


3 his cha baſeſt infinuations. Io 


all de rn „ being content to bear te- 


. proach - for our ſakes: and his ors. On 


1 my — 3 145 


» . ; NY 


lt bien: Key replied, that he — 


King ne ofghe 


od" ol 
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_ © "The kate returned into the hall, and ex- 
_ -amined him more privately reſpecting thoſe treaſon- 
able defigns, of which be was accuſed, Jeſus ar- 
3 that the peaceable deportment of himſelf and 
followers ſuffcientiy proved, that he aimed not 
At temporal dominion: yet he maintained, that he 
eme into the world on purpoſe to eRabliſh a king- 
dom, and concluded with a folemn admonition to his 
- Judge, to attend to the important truth, which he 
 _ -then witneſſed before him. Pilate, probzb! y being 
affected with , the declaration, put the queſtion, | 
„ What is truth?“ but he waited not, perhaps — 4 a 
ed not, for an anſwer. Ah! bow many | 
but ſoon 2 the enquiry, being drawn 
to ſome other: object, br cond "WR ein 4 
factory wefarndlen; D: | $1 T2649 
=. Pilate, however, Teig W 80 of the: inno- 
_ -*cence of Jeſus,” went out again, and bore an honour- 
able teſtimony in his favour before his accuſers, aſ- 
ſerting, chat he had found no fault in him. But 
cis very atteftation enraged them the more; and 
8 immediately, with ſtill greater vehemence, they 
Charged him as che author of tumult and ſedition 
throughout the Tountry,” from Galilee to Jeruſalem, 
From the mention of zalilee, it appeared, that the 
priſoner properly belonged to the Aren of He- 
Fo, the tretarch of that t iftri; who was then at Je- 
| ruſalem; : accordingly, Pilate referred the matter to 4 
his deciſion, deſirous to relieve minen from the | 
delle. e ne 795 
, Nene wes the ang eto had beheaded che Bap- " 
tiſt. He rejoiced to ſee Jeſus, probably from the 
motive of mere curioſity; as he had heard ſo much 
of this famous worker of miracles. Here, alſo, Je- 
. us underwent a trial; but to the many queſtions, 
Which the king propoſed, he made no reply. The 
Jewiſh doctors, in their great zeal, followed. bim, 
end urged their malicious Sevulations 7 yu no a 
. * 


temptidle oreature, unworthy-oF any notice: Raving 


N cored him with: ſome ſplendid veſtment, in'derifion _. 
of -his pretenſions to rogaly, he ſent 17 . Ma 


_ oto Pilate.” 


= n Wak3 abe Not further gt 


1 znſults and -cruelties. were Kill in reſerve. Had the 
| Roman govertive been upright, he would inſtantly 


have diſmiſs the priſoner, He was convinced of 
3 his? pero get and the more fo from Herod's etami- 
ü - e therefore, again ſummoned his 
| e he red his beließ that their charges 


Were 


dleſs, and propoſed to releaſe him, though 


fight kind of puniſhment would pacify theie minde, 
and that ſomething muſt be conceded' to W 
Through the whole of his conduct you obſerve 
character of a mean, - time-ſerving man, reſiſting; 
the diftates of his conſcience, and at laſt ſtifli 
_ them, merely to conciliate the Jews, whom he 
-incenſed by his former auſterities. If, as he deeli 
be found no fault in the perfor accuſed, why did- 

not firmly maintain his cauſe againſt bis maleys 
— ? And eſpecially, Why did he offer 


act agreeably to bis own-cotivitions: © 


ap- one priſoner, whom they deſired. Piste, + therefo 


ö "requeſted, that Jeſus —— be ſet at liberty-on tha 2 : 
— occaſion. But Barabbas, a robber and a murderer, 


Je- vas preferred before the Saviour and the Prince of 
Jie, The times together” the'whol# dody-of ths 


The populace, urged on by their rulers, with great vehe- 


bim, menee oppoſed his releaſe,..and exiede out. m 
-oofs wa wire * him, FN him.“ Fo theſfe 


of | + ever hh 5 


chaſtiſe an innocent man? It was u deciſive proof 
ol his wunt of intregity that he had wy 11 pe to 


At the paſſover, the people were uſually gen hed: 
dy the Roman governor with the diſcharge 9 


FE | ; 2 . : — * s a 5 ; 
| r olluced. AION | 
treated ee utmoſt 8 as a 8 : 


det without ſcourging. + Probably, he thought that a 95 


* 


8 


4 
| minen | 
_ he appealed, ven by he 


| 8 — (ew and, | 


to treat him with inſolent contempt, as if he wert an 


1 | . 2 a reed into his right band, .in . 4 a 
Fan kim, as king of the Jews. 
Wornf 
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multudus clamours, after ſome faint 


weak, the teous ſubmitted, 
* 1 a — neceſſity, 2 


Yet ſongence 1 was not immediately 


ſuppoſed, with that view to ſcourge 
* that his enemies would then be ſatis ſied, 
further gets of iolence called ſot v, This, 
Te e indignity, offered to the holy 

: but more ignominious uſage and far 
— ſucceeded. The Roman ſoldiers 3 | 
that he was now delivered into their power, and began 


N for ſport... They derided his claims of ma- 
therefore clothed him with e 

2 erowned him with thorns, (which | 

to his temples and occaſioned extreme anguiſh; 


and then with bended knees psid their ho- 
or did their 
ul abuſes. ſtop. here, With ſhameleſs wanton- 
neſs. und barbarity, they did ſpit upon him, and then 
Amote him on the head, that his crown of thorns 
ve him more excruelating pain. a 
ven this did not ſuffice. Pilate brought him 
forth again before the people, beating the marks of 
_ that contempt and cruelty, with which had been 
Tease 7 in mock majeſty, and 55 oy 
e defiled covered with blood. Proba 
ſed, that their compaſſion might at 1 10 
cited; and therefore, having once more declared, 
at Jeſus bad not been convicted of any guilt, he 
ng, wn Ait he bad d 
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_ Yet, A in deriſiou of thoſe fe 


asus CHRIST. 
W. eee . 
upon t is proved, let your reſen 
be ap and. al — . U ceaſe. 
to'prevent lenient meaſures, their very teachers 
leaders cried out with the ſame acrimonious ſpirit gs 
before, Crucify him,  crucify him. is: vain did 
the judge continue to afſert his innocence: they.now 
varied their: accuſation, and inſiſted that he ought.to 
die as a blaſphemer, becauſe he had. claimed divine 
perfection, in nents that he was the Son of 
of God. This gave a freſh alarm to Pilate, who 
therefore withdrew from the multitude, and demand 


ed of Jeſus, what was his original. Our Lott, 


however, refuſed to anſwer the enquiries of a mas, _ 
who would not act according to his conſdience, 
This ſilence the governor conſidered as a. contempt 
_ of his authority: but he was then x that 
his boaſted power to fave or to deſtroy was/to. . 
_ ribed to a peculiar permiſſion of Providence, and 
-that be, though guilty, was leſs culpable than te 
promoters of the iniquitous unn. 


- + Pilate, being nom more than over conninced af the: | 


. priſoner's innocence, endeavoured to obtain his 

charge. But freſh and ſtronger accuſations were urg 
el, and he l was N . (40444 "hg 
an enemy to his king, if. he ſhould acquit che per 

Who chimes honour Intmidaed by ſuch .a 
repreſentation, he pl. imſelf on. the ſeat of judg 
ment, and prepared to paſs the ſolemn ſentence. 


* . 


„ the 


ment from ſuch r e ; 
Mae and ande bis county ns of he uepoſt = 
iſdain, bis crugihxion.: - be 4 

Th Was them, mmained to he done Pilate: fund 


that all his-entivavours*toquicrthexzago ofhe.people 


were ineffectual; and, u % determined to gratify 
. 166 wem 


- 
a 1 
. 
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dem at any rate, he conſented to the wor bo aa 
W  *- - But how ſhall his owh conſtience be pucified? ' As 
W + * a wretched expedient for the removal of his ſcruples, 
| de walked his hands in the preſence of the multitude, 
"detlating in a ſolemn manner, that they, and not he, 
muſt anſwer for the blood of this innocent perſon, 
hom they forced him to condemn. | Unhappy Pi- 
late how much better would it have been for thee - 
do have maintained 4 firm and inviolable regard to 
8 Ne and juſtice, and conſulted thy own con- 
Vviktions, rather than the clamours of a mob! What 
d vailed thy temporizing ſehemes]! They betrayed the 
baſeneſs of thy character, increaſed thy guilt, and 
 +hafBened thy deſtruction s-.) > 
The caſe of the Jews was ſtill more deplorable. 
" "Determined to hazard every conſequence, if only their 
| "reſentment might be gratified by the death of feſue, 
te replied, His blood be on us, and on our chil. 
| ren.“ Tbus they entailed the divine curſe upon 
_—Hhetnſelves und their poſterity, for the murder of the 
| Son of God. Accordingly the vengeance of heaven 
us fallen im a remarkable manner upon that miſerable | 
| People, and continues to purſue them to this day, for 
| we part they took in that horrid tranſacttoon. 
1 ef OT Og untighteous judge pronounced the 
dam ſeriteice; that the holy Jede whon be dad re- 
peestediy declared'to be a blameleſs character, ſhould 
1 — to the yr of the enraged multitude, to 
5 8 the very ſevere tortures of crueifixion. 
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— — 


0 let us pauſe, that we may indulge our ſefious 

__ -meditations on the whole of this amazing tranſaRion. 

„ <"Conſidet Him, that endured ſuch contradiction of 
| Gnners againſt himſelf t.“ Recollect the Agh dignity 
D 

_ _ - ® Pilate was ſoon afterwards depoſed from his government, | 
e Jowt, whom de dad. 6 Een 
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ok the fiifferer; and the cauſe of his voluntary humf- 
lation; and then every eiteumſtance, here related, - 
will jexcite' your devour aſtoniſhment, While ou 
view With tetrot the obſtinate and maligdant ra 

his enemies, you will admire and praiſe the Tonde 
ſions of his love. Fix your regard upon him in this 


ſtate of deep abaſement. Behold the man!“ He 


is ſuderd © a man of forrows and acquainted with 
2 ep yet he js no other than“ the man, who. is 
t 


e fellow of the Lord of hoſts +,” He fubmitted to 


be an object of ſport and derifion to thoſe, Wb were 
the creatures of his hands. He endured the vlleſt 


indignities from them, when he might haye conſigned 


them to deſtruction. He ſtood with ſilence and for- 
betrance before his accuſers, and reſiſted not the vio ?- 
lence of ſuch as buffeted and ſcourged him We are 


ready to wonder, that he did not ſtrike dumb the 


tongue of the ſlanderer and buſy mocker, and thut he did 
not unnet ve the injurious arm, that was lifted upagainſt 


hin. But we learn from him ( to take it patiently,” 


whenever for conſtience toward God we, endute 
_ "efief ſuffering wrongfully ;7* © becauſe Chrift alfo 
ſuffered for us, leaving us an example, that we ſhould 
follow his ſteps: who, when he was reviled, reviled 
not again: when he ſuffered, he threatened not, but 
OG himfelf to Him, that judgeth right- 
eoully' .,“ % tons 4 1h 6, 4s 
| "In ail theſe various circumſtances, likewiſe, we - 
mark the exact completion of ancient prophecies. _ 
"Thus'Meſftah ſpeaks, „ The mouth of the wicked, 
and the mouth of the deceitful are opened againſt me: 
they have ſpoken againſt me with a lying tongue. 
They compaſſed me about alſo with we rds of hatfec; 
and 


ught againſt me without a cauſe 5. '« But?, 


as a deaf man, heard not; and I was as a dumb man, 


. Wk 3. - + Zech. Al. 7. 11 Pets B. 1 
a Jo 75 Paal. ox 553 1 225, 
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| re [294 the R my cheeks to them that pl 
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uch #,” I gave 


dat openeth nat his mo 
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not my face from ſhame and ſpi 


Ve 5 We eee 


theſe minute events. The Jews and Romans, 

while they were left to the influence of their own 

| 3 the inſtruments of aocompliſhing the 
Late es and the decrees of God. Thus the 

les interpreted the matter, when they ſaid, 


4 Ora ben hy holy eld Jeſus, whom thou 


anointed Herod and. Pontius Pilate, with 
Gentiles and the people of Iſrael, were „ 

jun aa for to do whatſoever thy hand and-thy 
_cqunſel determined before to be done f. Sucha 
view of che government of God, as —— —4 


ide deſigns, of bis enemies for his own 


tend bed Aa eee confidence, Coy, under 
ie dar 
The —.— thinmalicious proſecution carried 
_ their point, and triumphed; in the Victory. The very 
9 was paſſed, which they hed for eagerly deſir- 
and immediately, after ſome freſh. rofalts offered 
8 y 16g priſoner, they proceeded. to the execution . 
. Nee ie . 
of the cumbrous load laid upon kim, 
h 2 was TL to bear, ſo Acqua] 
ing bod body could ſupport the burden. oppreſſed, 
| 2 en — h the Og . 
a that, according to the typical repreſentations 
— * ſuffer-without the 
hat an awful proceſſion 3 Jelus; whoſe 
whole life had been ſpent in works of A conduct- 
the general execrations of the. people, as 
een. . „ere. 2 , bu | 
xxvii." $335, Mar, zv. 20-24. 
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Alten crouds of people joined the procetiion. Þ 
and among the reſt were ſome females, Who, {being 
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to die h. 4 1. 
dis miſery 


ker i 2 at ge Ray aro 


2 from ſociety: by the ſevereſt ſentence. 

Ads pitied. and prayed; for by the ſurrounding malgi- 
2 here are few ſpectators, on 
7 73 


4 


The 
| notorious offenders in our country, Fs 4 cut 


aſs cherks ace ot bedewed with. tears of |. 
compaſſion. But Jeſus was treated with inſult ar- 
"diſdain, even in chis laſt, tremendous ſ Feng. W 5 17. 


At length he was, relieved from the pr eſſure of. hls | 


burdens; probably becauſe he fainted... His zttendants, = 


potefrom kindneſs, but to preſerve his life for 2 ; 


execution, A Simon a Cyrenian, whom} 


et by th rhaps fuſpectẽd of 
3 1 bojng 8: 


deeply affected by the view of his ſufferings, dared W 


expre(s their tender commiſeration. Lo them the 


ral deſolation of the land, ſuch the diſtreſles of — 


would ſhortly be ſo oppreſſed by terror and deſpair, as 
tollong for an immediate diſſolution, even bythe moſt 
violent means. He added, that, conſidering the dif- 


the admonition] And how needful is it ſtill to-weep 


loving Saviour looked with kind regard, and; declaring | 
2 his own readineſs to endure the utmoſt eee 8 
horted them to reſerve their tears for other purpoſes, 
_andhewail the miſeries, which were then ahoutto,fall 
upon themſelves, their families, and their devoted 
country. He predicted, · that ſuch would be the gene- 


for their children, that batrenneſs would be accounted - | 
2 peculiar happineſs, and that his exulting enemies 


ſeerenge of their character tm his, they had far leſs 
reaſon to eꝝpect ſupport and deliverance, and that they = 
Were ee for the burning. Ho, ſalema 


for the multitudes, who remain in ayowed oppoſition 
to Chriſt! Miſeries, inconceivably more dreadful than 


- 


| . n. are 1 upon ROM, lo 1 f | 
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— 


_ that; Ade derer of 'their fouls,” they will with for 
utter afinihilacicn, ant] ſay t6'the*mountains'and rocks, 

Fall on us, and hide us from the face of Him that 
fitteth on the throne; and from the wrath of the Lamb: 


2; of for the great day of his wrath is come; oh ſhall 1 


able te fand“ ?“ 7 
_ Having arrived at the appointed pla 
SP x cup to dririk, not to a 

7 It was a bitter potion; and he refuſed it. 
Vet this freſli inſult fulfilled that prophetical decſara- 


don, They gave me galFfor my meat, and in my 


thirſt they gave me vineger to drink t.“ It ſhould 


|  ſeetn, that a different draught of a pleaſant and gene- 


vous cordial was prepared by his friends ; but not 


a rt to accept any mitigation of his pain he: did 


2 avail himſelf of their kindneſs. = 1 * 


The execution immediately followed, His hands 
ſtretehed out upon the tranſverſe beam, and his 


feet fixed to the upright part of the croſs, thoſe tender 


— ſenſible members of the body were pierced through 
-and-hailed to the wood: - The croſs was then ereted 


and faſtened in the ground; and the holy ſuffeter re- 

mained ſuſpended in extreme an oy ow Such was 

te ſituation of Jeſus, when he made his foul an 
"offering! for ſin. 


And here, ohllewe mind; the ve nigy fdulge 1 


* 


5 Aren meditations, the enquiry almoſt forces itſelf 


upon us, Why was all this permitted? We are loſt 


in wonder: yet myſterious as the plan may be, God | 
fulfilled his own purpoſes in the whole of this lingulat 


tranſaction. Thus it had been determined in the 
"counſels of infinite wiſdom; and therefore thus it 

| behoved Chriſt to ſuffer,” The ſeriptures of the old 
.. teſtament” had predicted the grand event with all its 
; circumſtances: 7 it could not de other 
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vie dat that every type and prophecy muff have fts | 
full accompliſhment. © © ko PENNY 


It emed unlikely, that Jeſus ſnould die by erucifix- 
| jon; becauſe this was a Roman not a Jewiſh puniſh- 
ment; and it might have been expected, from the 
fury of the people, that they would have diſpatched - 
him ſuddenly, without _—_ for a formal trial or 
judicial proceſs. * But, amidſt all the commotions 
Which may ariſe from human machinations; „ ge 
Lord reigneth,” and * the wrath of man'ſhall praiſe 
him s. While the enemies of Jeſus followed their 
don devices, their very paſſions were over- ruled, in 5 
order that the great wie 68: might anſwer to all 


e 9 
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|  Thaac was directed to be offered-as an'oblation'to 
God, and himſelf carried the wood; which wasdefigh- 
ed to conſume his body: then he repreſented the Re- 
deemer, the appointed victim for the expiation of our 
guilt, bearing his crofs. By the paſchal lamb inti- 
mation had been given to the Church for many * 
eeding ages, that “ the Lamb of God“ ſhould be 
flain do take away the fins'of the world; and yet ſo 
temarkably preſerved by the divine providence; 'even 
in his extreme ſufferings, that ndt à bone ſhould de 
broken f. Still more clearly the crofs*of Chriſt, as 
the means of our deliverance, was exhibited by the 
braſen ſerpent, lifted up on à pole for the eure of the 
Wounded Itraelites in the wilderneſs f. From the 
hiſtoty before us it appears, that each of theſe figns * 
has received an exact completion... 
Some expreſs predictions, alſo, rendered this par- 
ticular kind of death expedient and neceſſary. For- 
cus che Meſſiah” ſpeaks by David, „They pierced 
my hands and my ſeet t; and by Zechariah, & They 


pfl Krol, re. Exod, xii. 46. 1 1 Ka. 
Il. 74, 15. 1 bal al. 16. N | ö 12 bd 


ke. EG. As 4» bo. ID, A r g ED eds dos 


—_  _—_ EC, 


Wo 


eren euange en- 


hall m5 hom. y have pierced *, a The 
| 215250 2 the 


y, e ihr in the parts here 
3 55 evidently / denoted | erucifixion. - Now, 

for a N 1 5 Jeſus had ſuffered in any 
"other way, 2 e-prophecies wauld have failed, and be 
©  ; himſelf een Taypd an impoſtor and deceiver; for he 
| t he, ſhould be delivered to the 


. had declared, t 
i "Gentiles, to be mocked, and ſcourged, and cnu- { 


| Y A . Re 
3 Hut, in contemplati ee let us not reſt 
| 1 peculation. If our eyes Jeſus Obriſt 


* r ſet forth, ;crucited among us, 
we ought, to be filled. with admiration of his grace, 
25 gratitude, loye, and cal. To bebold . 
5 3 with indifference, 8 4 
2 . vand an — 5 ſoul ft 
e 
1 


2 ee 


2E. 


55 eee the rho ora ball 
Will ap in gur eſſima- 
W 1 22 and 


„but Jeſus Chriſt, and bim ctucib- 
perceive fin to 1.5 eh fin- 


| - thought of < pa the Son of 654 abe, and 
— e ame. The croſs, 2 ; 
b wi . to contain a complete 
edy for 1 the neceſſities of our guilty fouls ; and 
while,” e 5 expedient, we approach to God 
with confidence and joy, we ſhall burn with eager de- 
„ ſire, that the ble ed myſtery ma be proclsimed 


5 throughout che earth, and . | every deſcription | 


105 Gal. vi. 
| D # Men n wit 


- 
SAI 55a 


5 2 
V 


2.5 8. 7 


here 


8 2 7 7 . 7 Fa ” (0. ere 


©, (JBSUS ant r.. s 
uaded. * « to GG faith of Chriſt crucified . 
e ſhall feel our obligations more forciblythan words 
 canexpreſs, and our conſtant enquiry will be, What 
Ahall Peer unto the Lord forall t his benefits toward 


Has the ſubject prgduced in us ſuch effects as theſe ? 
4; is allowed, that even ſincere and eminent believers oy 
are ſhamefully defective in love to the Redeemer; . 
But, we fear, there are thouſands. among us, 
haue never been. brought under the influence of th 


divine. principle. The preaching of the er TY 
to ſome , a ſtumbling block,” 1 


iſhnels t: Through 1 ignorance, pride, and — 
deu prefumptuouſly.cavil at and deride it; but may 
en e comes grins 


ops SED 


eee Jus in us 
ee — Bp. r 
us in peace. and — — 4 | 
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Ft ty on the croſs, origed FINER | 
Fun bony je te args pr the for bir arte 247 


A 
©, complained . 
* ld. 1 


"Winn een * | . TIA 
: inne 
„nt rp ef the ee e ee 


times throughout his humiliation, to the aſtoniſn- 
ment of many beholders. Even at the laft; big dig- 
a neh, when moſt 'ohſeured,! wis Hluſttiouſly viplay- | 
ede Ther were certain eircumſtances, attending 
nis deepeſt abaſemerit, Which in a Pendler wabnef 
command our reverence, and et ng our eſteem. 
Wile theſe are - propoſed to our ſertous eontem- 
25 eee ere OW 
rance, perceiving the EXC h 
hae. we ſhall be contirancd, to an love, 
- aid Prafſe bim. eee 
WMe have already re our Lord to Cal- 
vary, where his ſacred body was ſtre out with 
extreme anguiſh, pierced in its tendereſt parts, that 
it might be faſtened to the wood, and then exhibited 
2 4 ſpectacle of infamy and contempt to all the peo- 
We now return to the painful, though moſt 
PfiruQive, ſight, and follow him in our meditations | 
' from the croſs to the grave. May we be made con- 
formable to him in his ſufferings, and “ our old 
& * be crucifhed with him, that . body of ſin m ay 
ee As © by re crols and paſſion, 


» Rams u. 6. 


pv; N : {d 


or 


| — bunbere 143 _ 5 . 
Se nk and du, CY zl 
us 1, 
If we advert to G tee e e 
ion, what do we behold in the conduct of his ne- 
mies, but inſatiable rage and cruelty What do we 
ſee in Him, _ unekampled meekne(s,” patience,”  _ 
and campaſſion? . He. offered no reſiſtance to their 1 
violence, but S rakn himſelf into their hands, 


an ad to the daughter h.,, He, wan Latein 
1 


* for the ſalvation of, his -murderers, tather than 
* his on petſonal eaſe and: deliverance. Wulle 
5 commended them tothe di tine mercy,.be maniſe 


F the riches of; his e. Even in his dying — 
10 ments, he intercoſſion ſor the tranſgreſ - 
* rs 4. He ſaid, ( Father, fargive them, for they* 
g f naw. not! what they doh.” 1 1 | He has T1 

What an eminent, pattern is, th not -onhy ; 


. BY taught, but practiſed,., gevtleneſs,: 3 TH, 
— love. to the moſt malicious: perſecutorsa he poured 
"7 * his heart * ſupplication; on them, He 
Be | purges 7 une the ſame. diſpoſition. on for- 
er occaſions : but no-inſtanoe can be compared to 
Aſter che vileſt indignities put upon him at 
e very dime when his blood-hirſly enemies were 
exerting the utmoſt efforts of e rage; and he 
was bleeding under their hands, he pitied thein bliad- 
neſs 3 for th underſtood not the. ſinfulneſs and dan- 
per of their conduct: he grieved for their miſerable 
* and prayed chat they might not come into f- ; 
nal condemnation. How few even attempt to imi- 
tate the bright example] It muſty however, «+8 
lowed, that the proud, implacable, and revengeſul, 
who conſtitute re pep es beg bear ee 
bre pore 90 
Here the woe bes ara nee repnelages. 
tion of his gracious interceſſion in 1 behalf of ſinners; , 


a * Litany, 1 16. H. 7. $ 4. S 3 LR 
{ 7 157. Wan | ; a EET | 4 
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2 Belistof between God and man, he is 
offering up a ſimilar petition in heaven. Photo | 
wm be hots, ins Sy the molt devidudiund cok 
- temmprious oppolrion to him and his peo 
. for whom he pleads'the merit of his blood as an 1 
„ 9 and may ſtill be conſidered as ſpeak- 
Ingo che ſame effect, „ Father, forgive” chem; 
| * not 'what they do. 
Tue folders, who nailed him to the croſs, having” 
= Him of his garments, divided them among 
chene ; and even in that diviſion their minds 
8 werd ſo 'overfuled' by a divine influence, chat they 
fubfilled an expreſs cyj and gave further evi. 
chat Jeſus Was indeed the Chriſt. For wur 
ſpoken by David his wn pms] Vice 
x gr garments among them, and caft- pv” 
<7 mr vere Then I vaten Mn, 
| ih none ght at ureſruei” -* e 
deb e ae deaf enden bim ronidicutes! 
A2 n ſnſeription; in the three lan peverally uſed” 
| to nerd; NG: ' over his h Far 
his claims of eee ee rei, 
_ the King of the Jo: The chief prieſts, 4 
| 2 difeuſted, that they ſhould be . x; 
Ah of fo eine king, and perition- 
hens the writing might de altered: Ber ilate re. 
fuſec to comply aer wiſhes ; 2 that very 
title? intended do reproach the Saviour, was ſd or- 
defed⸗ under the divine direction, as to expreſs the! 
| hotioutable character arid office, which he ſofthins: for' 
| the benefit of the PIERS Iſrael. 

Was not the tage of the people at length fatidred?” 
1 of cempamdn ſhewon to the holy 
ſufferer ? / No: quite the contrary. All ranks ſeem- 
1 unite and vie "witty 1 e . . wy we, 
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ute cunt» Wan 
* due . by tue moſt ſcotiful' and opy 
Wb. hes. The mob furcounded and Be wp hi 
| | 855 thoſe, who were paſſing on the road, ſt 
to amuld themſelves with his miſery, ridiculed 858 
abſurdity of his pretending to be the on of God and * 
to rebuild the temple, and with virulent abuſe called 
upon bim to make good his claims by eſcaping out 
of 70 hands of ultige. But fall we wonder at che 
ſh ſneers. of 2 e m—_ when their” 
f DV he aha this' ca . 
| e and of the ſacred function led the may, age * 
„ ere chief in the treſpaſs.” They laid aft ihele” v 
ic” Il. dignity, and mixed in the tumultuous erowd,. , 
us they might romote the neral outery againſt the ; 
ey” l deride his helpleſs ſitaition. As it had” 
3 eged. that he had ſaved ſd many. otters: y 
1 now they required bim, in a diſdamfül 
manner, 7 fave himſelf, and promiſed that hey 
would believe, bim 40 be che Chriſt of God, if he © 
would. * bis diviae power by coming down from * 
cr | 
I this was wet, 28 well as wicked: To bre 
reſcued himſelf, would have been eee with . 
the great fig of his incarnation. E rej Js 
that, i in order to accompliſh falvation for others, he” 
would not. accept deliverance. It would have been 
eaſy for him by one ſingle exertion to Have obtained iP 
his releaſe; nor would this have exceeded, in Rrength-. 
of eyidence, many of thoſe works WI 7. ne had per- 
ſormed ia their preſence. Had their b. ine 
demands been granted, ſuch were the pride and ob- 
ſtinacy of their hearts, it is utterly improbable that” 
105 would have. acknowledged him in his proper 
baraQer, Men are deceived, when they ſuppoſe, 
tar ſome friking appearance or interpoſition, as a 
5 additional proof of rebelation, would remove their 
3 undelief. They, who arrogantly reject what is of- 
ed, ee ee ee 
ſultel Whatever, ets £5 r 
; : N | The 
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-. The: Ga alſo, N in the ſame blaſphemous , 


2 es,, © tedeemer to aſſert his 


tended royalt 9955 ing out of their hands; 

| Pirie h they je: bes t e Thus that 

7 Ls re declaration 15 remarkably accompliſhsd; 
1 |. they. that ſee me laugh me to ſcotn: the 

. ſhoot out 1 5 lip, they ſhake the head, ſaying, | 

ttuſted on the Lord, it he would ee him: let 

hin\;deliyer him, ſecing he delighted in him.“ Hor 

aftoniſbing, that, in their profane lneers, they wp 

the. very Words, and in -the exact ſenſe, ek ha 

dem predicted 1.7 

* "Two. atrocious malefaftors were tes with 

us: he. was. placed, between them, that he might 

lie under the greater odium, being exhibited to the 

piblic vIeW a8 A perſon of the me deſcription, Bot 

67 this dae Efelflle the cripture, bar id, 

He was numbered with the tranſgreſ ors " "No | 

| reßptosches, it ſhould 1 were caſt” UPON TE | 

Jo. that de 5 accoun* the vileſt 4 mY three. 

Obe, at leaſt; of the e, themſelves joined in the 1 

general ridicyle, 1 while dying in his ſine, ſtroye 

to forget his own miſery, that he might inſult and 

deride the Saviour. A ſtate of more confirmed and 

_  obtlrate wickedrefs is ſcarcely to be conceived.” 

2 'Biit, though in this criminal we lament the ex- 

7 tree degeneracy of our natute, we are called to ad- 

mite che oveteignty, freenels; and eflicacy of divine 

: 133 in the pardon and Seton of his fellow 

_ ſufferer, "no. 5 red equally oli the brink of be- 

. AruMon, 7 perhaps a ſudden, change 

was pr 8 1 the man: at the lateſt moment be MY f 

Ss an afſurance of his acceptance and ſalvation. 

_ Polfibly, be had fever felt real impreſſions of religion 

before that awful ſeaſon, or offered a ſincere prayer 

to e "Bis FOR, at Joſt that he Was Expiring 


„ wh I: - 
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in what circumſt n 
Many attempts have been — to obſcure the : 


of the Saviour, and warned him to c 


- JESUS CHRIST. tar 


1 


by the hand of juſtice for his iniquities, and could 


not any previous goodneſs of his own. But 
ton i hae was ſoftened and renewed: he repeut- 
ed believed, and received the full forgiveneſs of his 
ſins. Thus one was taken, and r left, Who 


ſhall preſume to find fault? For ahe hoa cup Fri 


upon God; or who ſhall dare to wha objects — 
by 


not extend his pardoning mercy * 


glory of divine grace in the converſion of the d ing 
thief; as if the example were of a dangerous ten 
cy. But, if we attend to it with godly ſim city, 

we ſhall find it replete with inſtruction. It is a 


Aaking exhibition of the character of the Saviour, | 


and of the triumph of his croſs. It confirms and il- 
luſtrates the Le doctrine of the Goſpel, that 
22 d in the ſight of God, not by their 
wa obedience, but freely through the redem 
tation Crit e a £2 i 
encouragement o «> are ready to periſh, 
and Rands as an inconteſtable proof, that none need 
deſpair of acceptance, who look unto Jeſus, even 


abuſe it, this muſt be to themſelves; and tleſs, 


by ſueh a conduct, they will aggravate their "ti 


and condemnation. 


Tue penitence and faith of this malefator were | 
\ conſpicuous... The 


grace of God chan 
tihed hi; heart, while the blood of 
reproved his fellow eriminal for his daring. contempt 
er his dan- 


ger: he frankly confeſſed his own iniquity, and the 
juſtice of that ſentence by which he ſuffered: he 
vindicated the character of Jeſus, when there was 
none to plead his cauſe: he believed on him for par- 
don and falvation, in that 3 degree of abale- 


Vor. Iv. ment: 


ption 
I caſe is recorded for the 


* 


life itſelf be drawing to a cloſe. If any ill 


* | 
ſtreaming from the croſs, expiated all his wo "Ho 5 
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4 


ment: he prayed to him as the Lord of life, 'whd 
was about to take his ſeat on the throne of glory, and 
who had heaveniitſelf.at his diſpoſal # he ſaid, © Lord, 


remember me, when thou comeſt into thy kingdom.“ 
Good evidence, then, was 


| given of this dying con- 
yert's ſincerity; and; thoug 

ſudden growth, it was ſolid and „ een ; and, had 
he been ſpired, doubileſs the moſt excellent fruits 


gracious Lord liſtened to his cry, immediately teſ- 
tified'an approbation, and aſſured him, that he thould 
be with him, that very day, in an exalted ſtate of pu- 


How rich.and extenſwe is the mercy of our God 


in Chriſt! The caſe before us will furniſh us with 
a ſtrong argument againſt deſpair; but let it not be 
abuſed, for the purpoſes of vain-confidenes and pre- 
ſumption. Though one of "theſe malefactorb was, 
indeed, * a brand ꝓlucked out of the fire &, yet it 
ſhould be remembered, that the other, ho appear- 
ed equally within reach of ſalvation, periſhed. for ever 
O fear, left, 2 comes nigh to you in the 
miniſtry of his word, and many experience its ineſti- 


madle benefit, you · yourſelves ſhould be deſtrayed 
an unbelief. neee een 


The croſs was ſurrounded by an inſulting multi- 
tude: but there were, alſo, ſome friends, and certain 
pious women eſpecially, who ſtood near our Lord +. 
Theſe attracted his notice, and among them more 
particularly his dear mother, to whom he now paid 
the laſt itute of fiel duty and affection. Not hav- 
ing worldly poſſeflions to leave, he committed her 
to tle care and protection of John, his beloved diſ- 
cip'e, who likewiſe attended him. How tender the 


Zech. ill. 2 7 Matt * vii. 1. Mar. A*. 33==39- 
by, il. 44. John xis. 530 % 4 < 


* 


his religion were of a 


would have been ſeen in his future obedience. Our 


God, why haſt thou forſaken me? 


and horror 


JIrsus hne. rey 


alirefs to her, Woman, behold: 1% How 
honourable the charge to him, 


61 „e 


* 3.4 iv} | 
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When Jeſus had remained in that ſtate of extteme 


torture for three hours, à miciculous darkneſs com- 
menced, which continued three hours longer, and 
extended over the whole land. Such an event muſt 
have produced a general conſternation ;z and it was 

deſcriptive of the inexpreſſible horror, which almoſt 
overwhelmed the Son of God. How aſtoniſhing, on 
that! occaſion, the complaint of the — 
The agony of his mid, it ſhould ſeem,” exceeded che 
ſharpeſt pains, which he felt from the piereing of his 
body. The light of his Father's countenance being 
withdrawn, he loſt all ' inward conſolation, and was 

oppreſſed, even as in Gethſemane, with anguiſh and 


terror beyond conception. In conſequence of this, 


he uttered that loud and biter cry, % My God, nay 
"Pa 


as the exclamation was, it fulfilled a prediction . 
It were abſurd: to aſcribe this effect to any ground - 
leſs apprehenſions, weakneſs, or timidity 
to ſeek for any other cauſe, than the office; which 
Jeſus then ſuſtained as our High prieſt, making atone» 
ment for our tranſgreſſions. We behold, ther 
the deep malignity of ſin, in the deſertion here ſ 
of, as well as in every other part of his paſſion. How. 

t his diſtreſs was, we pretend not to calculate, 
Thoſe, who lie down in abſolute deſpair, or the mi- 
ſerable ſouls, who are ſhut up in a ſtate of dar 20 
for ever, can beſt tell, what it is to be 
forſaken of God. But, ſince we are all expoſed to 
the attacks of Satan, and may at any moment be filled 
with anguiſh and diſmay, under a ſenſe of the divine 
diſpleaſure, it · will be proper to pray, that the great 
God may not thus leave us to be terrified and con- 


» pfl. nail. 2. 
G 2 


founded, 


ſpirit, r 
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eſpecially at the ſolemn ſeafon of our Hepar. 
dure. Very ſuitable is that petition in our borial 
ſiervice, „ Spare us, Lord moſt holy, O God moſt 
miginy, O hdly and merciful thou moſt 
| Judge eternal, futfer us not at our laſt hour 
For any pains 1 to fall from thee! ! 
Did not the eee ee 
the cmpaſſion of his enemies? No: they turned his 
Jamentation — as if, when he cried, „ Eli, 
Gli, lama ſabacthani, he had been calling for Elijah, 
Its, therefore, propoſed with a contemptuous ſneer, 
tat he might wait for that'x*ophet to deliver him, 
© a raped and re their 
One prediction more remained to be fulfilled and, 
with a view to its completion, Feſus — « * 
thirſt. - Accordingly, no tr wry wes 
but vinegar was offered him — 
inſult, for this' very circumſtance N ſcripture had 
foretald v. S 
We baden to the cloſe of his fut and pro. 
—cecd to Lonfider the manner, in which he expired 
Death was not the neceflary conſequence. of cruci- 
fixjon.: He might have come down from the croſs, 
even retained his life there. No ſtrength or vio- 
his enemies could have prevailed againſt his 
own choice. No man,” ſaid be, 2 
life from me, but I lay it down of myſelf. F have 


228 


power to lay it gown, and I have power to take it 
g nt“ ut it bad been appointed and declared 
tom the beginning, that Meffiah ſhould redeem the 


- 'Chutch by'thefacrifice of himſelf. The typical ob 
| Jations'ss well as various s had given intima- 
1 is no remiſ- 


font. Jeſus, therefore, aſſumed our nature with a 


ne 4 lane 1. 1 Heb, f. . 
VIEW 
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dnt event, tee die, FM « bear our: N 
ſins id bia ohn bad on the tree V. . 

Anxioufly attentive to the completion of the ſacred 


oracles, in all things pertaining ta himſelf, he would 
not be releaſed from that ſtate of anguiſh, till he knew 


that every tittle was fulfilled: and thus he has laid a 


ſure foundation for our hope and comfort, This' 
object being attained, he cried, as if exulting in the 
great work he had accampliſhed, & It is finiſned : 
& all the important purpaſes of my incarnation are 
now anſwered; the glory of God and the falvation, 
of up people non Reuged . ee 


elde Rrength was n aa then exhauſted; he ex- 
claimed again with a loud voice, like one in full vi- 
That he teach us to leave the penn, 
maintaining faith oy in God, he faid, “ F 

into thy hands 2 my ſpirit.—4 J intruſt i 
to thy care, in cheerful dependence on thy truth 4 
love, and in confident ion of its re- union witk 
the Faving thus fpoken, he bowed his head. 
and ſarrendered his life, which he had the power off © 
retaining. Such a power, indeed, we do not poſſeſs. 
Our breath will be taken from us; whereas he re- 
ſighed up his. In the act of quitting his abode on 
earth, as well as during the whole of his continuance' 
_— 4 yielded a pure and PW NN obedience 
to & 

What a momentous event was this | Suck as had | 
never before occurred, The Lord God, that he 
might glorify his Son Jeſus, rendered his departure 
memorable by a train of miracles, and, as it were, 
arreſted the-attention of a careleſs world, All nature 
appeared in conſternation, when the Lord of nature 
died, The ſun withdrew his light, and thus afforded 


an emblem that the grand Luminary of mankind was 


pet. ils 2% i | 
G 3 removed, 


* s © 


126 N SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 


removed. The veil of the | temple; or tlie ſacred 
curtain which ſeparated the holy of holies, and forbad: 
the acceſs of common'worſhippers, was inſtantly torn - 
aſunder, intimating, that the Moſaic diſpenſation was 
aboliſhed, / that heaven itſelf was opened, and liberty 
obtained to approach into the immediate preſence of 
God. The earth ſhook by a violent convulſion, and 
the maſſy rocks were cleft by a ſupernatural foree: 
and were not theſe prodigies ſuited to excite an alarm, 
, be * ons atrocious Gets 2 ire 
perpetrated ? The neighbour; ulchres, alſo, ſud- 
denly diſcloſed. their 2 ions to the public 
view: from the graves, then opened, the bodies of 
many departed ſaints aroſe, after the reſurrection of 
Jeſus, and appeared. in Jeruſalem: thus it was pro- 
claimed, that our crucified Lord had vanquiſhed. 
2 and ranſomed his people ſrom the power of 
x grave. n iq $4505 12553 $1042 0H WTI | &., 4 
0 Notwithſtanding cheſe ſurpriſing miracles, ' many 
remained thoughtleſs and obdurate. But there were: 
athers of the ſpectators, whoſe minds were deeply im- 
preſſed with grief and terror. The Centurion, eſpe- 
cially, who attended-with his band of ſoldiers to guard 
. the; execution, felt and acknowledged a ſtrong con- 
viction, that Jeſus was;indeed the Son of. God. Ah f 
hy does not that. conviction force itſelf upon us all? 
And why. does not this aſtoniſhing narration produce 


in us better and more laſting effects? | 


Tube reality of the death ef Cbriſt, on which our 


hopes are, grounded; was proved indiſputably by his 
enemies. The Jews, from their pretended regard to 

the ſabbath, which was then approaching, requeſted of 
Nilate, that the bodies hanging on the crofs might be 
removed, and therefore. their legs might be 


broken, for the purpoſe of diſpatching· them the ſoon- 


er d. But, Jeſus having already expired, that act of 


„ Jcha ziz. 33, 40 0 
8 8 | violence 


| repreſentation of the paſchal lamb, that a bone of him p 
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chat you may experience its full efficacy. It is the 


ner of him who belie veth in 
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violence' was: riot; oochmitted upon him. Thus the 
divine wiſdom had appointed, according to the typical 


ſhould not be broken. 19 rr: 

. Fhe important ſact was further evinced by the bru- 
tal rage of one of the ſoldiers, who ſtruck a ſpear into 
the Redeemer's ſide, and pierced him to the very heart. 


Had life remained, that wound muſt have been mor-- 


tal; for immediately there ĩſſued out blood and water, 
which flowed from the vital parts. This circumſtance, - 
on which the Evangeliſt ftrongly inſiſts, was not only 

a proof of the Saviour's death, but an emblem of the 
bleſſings, which we derive from that event. He 
came by water and blood f;“ the water denoting 
the purifying grace of his Spirit, and the blood the ex- 
piation of our guilt. Phe two muſt be united, 


4 not water only, but water and blood; and both are 


communicated. from the crucified Redeemer. Vou, 


| who perceive your defilement, behold with gratitude 


and joy. the remedy provided, See that ſtream, which 
proceeds from pierced: fide of Jeſus, and pray 


» 


fountain-opened, for ſin and uncleanneſs .. 


- | Jeſus, chen, is 4 ſet forth to be a; propitiation 


_ . through faith in. his bloed &;”” and by this expedient 


God determined to diſplay his down righteous cha- 
racter, and vindicate the honour of his government. 
Now it appears, that he is juſt, and yet “ the juſti- 

Jeſus |. © TI he atonement, 
here exhibited, furniſhes the awakened penitent with 
ſuch a plea, as may encourage him to approach to God 


with confidence and joy 4. At the ſame time it will 
ſubdue in his heart the love and power of fin, and re- 


duce him to a ſtate of holy obedience . The croſs 5 
of Chriſt, therefore, produces the molt bleſſed con- 


Ld 
4 


e, t 46. f 1 Joby v. 6. 1 eb. Ait 7. 


L Rem iii. 23. 26. + Roch. . 1. „ Coll. 4, 28. 
N G 4 | ſequences, 
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equenees, and conſtitutes the very eſſenee of our re- 
gion. Whoever may of deride, it muſt be 
=_— echtinually held up to viewz und thſe, who under- 
| ſtand its worth and feel its efficacy, will always con - 
| template the ſubject with wonder, love, 1 praiſe, | 

To them it will ever appear, as 4 the power of God, 
- atid the wiſdom of Gods.“ It will impreſs their 
minds with a ſenſe of their high obligations, and excite 
them to active exertions in the ſervice of God. 
They. will ſay with the Apoſtle, * We thus judge, 
that, if one died for all, then were all dead; and t 
he died for all, that they which live ſhould not henee- 
forth live unte themſelvee, but unto him which died 

for them 4.7 I .. e 5 

The fequel of the. hiſtory directs our attention to 
lifelefs — our Redeemer. He had been de- 
livered to the Romans to be crucified, and according 
to their euſtom, probably, would not have been inter- 
red But how then would the 2 have been 
fulfilled ? For our Lord himſelf had predi that, 
| by his „ in the heart of the earth, he 
ſhould ensctly correſpond. to the Exhibited in 
onas t. The fame thing, alſo, was implied in that 
laration of Meſfah by the royal Pſalmiſt, „ My 
mesh ſhall reſt in hope 5. Now, the Jews were the 
means of giving this additional evidence to the cha- 

rater of Jeſus, by petitioning for his burial, Yet, i 
order to complete a particular prophecy, another di 
Keulty was to be removed, For, if buried at all, why 
ſhould he not lie with the two thieves, in the place 
ated to the interment of malefaftors? This, it 

Yhould ſeem, was deſigned. But Iſaiah had foretold, that, 
though '* his grave was appointed with the wicked, 
Vith the rich man Ghould be his tomb jj.” 
lere, then, we perceive and admire the ſovereign 
Cen. bk. 24. + Cor. v. 16, 15. 1 Matt. off. 
4 Rl. v. 9. — u Bp, Slane «Y 
6 8 providence? 


nee 


i 


2 


Fry 


a -- 


FF 


Jas enter. 
providenee of God, accompliſhing his o 
—_ of 
Aximuathea, was not afraid or ulnamed to 
adybeate for Jeſus; in that ſtate of g 
though he never before had the cs 
the uitachment which he felt. He requeſted of Pilate, 
that the body might be left to his care: which being 


fted; he took ſt down from the cfofs, and ibuund it 
p in eſean linen: Nicodemus, allo, of the ſame h- 


nourable fituation in life, and of a fimilar diſpoſition, 
having prepared ſpices and ointments for 

the Corpſe, ' eame and aſſiſted in the pigus works 
Theſe two, therefore, with #1! ſuitable reſpect and ſo· 
lemnity, committed Jeſus to a tomb, which was Joſeph's. 


propertys « petfeAly new ſepulchre, hen out of the © / 
, ad; not far from 


3 N place of crucifixions 
us ' he, who was too to provide a ſepulchro 
for himſelf, was honourably interred at the expenſe of 
the rich o. They, probably, underſtood not the im- 

rtance of this action, to which they were led by a di. 
ln influence: but we ſhould adote that wildamy. 

ch overrules all events, and brings to paſs the moſt 
unlikely things, for the completion of the ſeriptures. 
The entrance into the cave, where Jeſus lay, un 
ſecurtd by a large maſſy ſtone. The women wh 
attended him at the croſs, followed him with ng 
2 to the grave, and took particular notice of th 


= 


lace and manner of his burial.” All theſe circum» 
nces occurred on the friday, The next day was 
the ſabbath, or the ſeaſon of holy reſt: but, even then, 


the adverſaries of Jeſus ceaſed not from their malicious 


exeftions, Not yet convinced by the miracles they 
had feen, nor ſatisfied with what their rage had in- 
flicted, the Jewiſh leaders went to Pilate, and, having 


abuſed the Saviour as & baſe impoſtor, deſired that 
® By. Chandler's defence of Chriltanity, See allo By. Pearſon 6w 
8 5 - 4: a 


ihe Creed, 
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ulenee, rank, and reputation; Joſeph * ö g 
ras un 
infamy, 
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the ſepulchre might be better deſended. They alleg- 
wry that 3 was requiſite till the third day, 
leſt his diſciples ſhould Real the body, and aſſert that he 
had riſen from the dead, according to bis prediction. 
Pheir requeſt was granted; and therefore, to prevent 
any ſuch fraud as they ſuſpected, they ſealed up the. 
door of the eave, and placed a guard upon the ſpot. 
Who is not ſtruek with the malignant tempers of 
theſe oppoſers of Chriſt; who purſued him with their 
virulent reproaches even to the grave? Alas what 
vile affections mark and diſgrace the degenerate nature 
_ of man! Their invidious —— — ha tenel. 
ed to his glory and their confuſion. . For it appear- 
ed from their teſtimony, that Jeſus had expreſsly 
|  foretold--his own reſurrection: and they took the 
moſt effectual method to prove indiſputably, not only 
that he was dead and buried, but. alſo! $6 that he r of; | 
| —_ the third day, according to the ſcriptures “.“ 
Thus will the ſubtle devices and malicious efforts of 


dur enemies concur to promote © the furtherance of 


the Goſpel. The faithful ſervants of Chriſt have 
no reaſon to dread . what man can do againſt them. 
While we accompany Jeſus to the grave, let us re- 
flect on our on approaching diſſolution, and the 

gloomy habitation to which our breathleſs bodies will 
| 2. conſigned. We muſt be committed to the 
ground; but how unlike to Jeſus, who “ ſaw no 
corruption! We muſt turn, “ earth to earth, aſhes 
to aſhes, duſt to duſt f.. Vet, if believers, we maß 
ſmile under this expectation. The burial of Jeſus 
will reconcile us to our own, and teach us to think of 
it with delight. Do we. not deſire to be conformed 
to our exalted Head; and may we not conclude, that 
our fleſh, alſo, ſhall „ reſt in hope ?? + | 
„But this is an unpleaſant and offenſive ſubject to 


„Jou, whoſe whole attention is fixed on preſent things 


* 1 Cor. Xv. 3, 4+ : + Burial ſervice. q 


* » 
* 


und ſenſual enjoyr 


- * * 


„eos CHRISTo 1 x30 
« - Yet- we entreat vou to 


conſider, what will become of thoſe delicate bodi 

which you adorn and pamper with ſo much care and 
expenſe. Think, where your #05 3:47 omgg awry 
blooming and vigorous as you maynow be. Pray, that, 


«.by continually mortifyin 
23 be buried mT Chr; 


277 corrupt affections, 
*;” and then you may 


rejoice in confidence, that * though after your ſkin 


worms: deſtroy this body, yet in 


your fleſh you ſhall 


ſee God, whom you ſhall ſee for yourſelf,” and your 
eyes ſhall behold, and not another 77. 
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en u en in bell—that be roſe on tht third day, is 
5 71 imony Ron faldiers, of jo} 
who examined ue e, am of Angeli—»by his own 
appearing, to Mary Magdaline, to the other Mar 
and Salome, to Peter, to two diſciples, and to the 4572 
4 tles aſſembled together. 2 | 


Tun enemies of Jeſus appeared to triumph in his 
crucifxion, as if they had attained their utmoſt wiſhes, 
and effectually ruined the. ſchemes of the deceiver. 

They had ſecured, as they thought, their priſoner in 
the grave, beyond the poſſibility of any reſcue: and 
with him all the hopes and expectations of bis followers 

| ſeemed to be buried. How dark and diſtrefling was 
that ſeaſon to his diſciples! Such a degree af ignorance 
and unbelief ſtill remained in them, that they were 
leſt in a ſtate of extreme dejection. They had been 

- unwilling to admit the idea of a ſuffering Saviour, 
ſuppoſing, like the other Jews, that the Mefliah would 
eſtabliſh a temporal dominion, that he would never 
die, and, if betrayed, would immediately effect his own 
releaſe. Probably, they had no conceptions, that he 
would rife again, either totally forgetting or groſsly 

miſunderſtandiog all his declarations on that ſubject. 
We may conclude, therefore, that their minds were 

filled with black 1 4 thoughts, as if they had 
peen deluded. “ They had conceived great expec- 
tations from the perſuaſion, that he was the Chriſt of 

-God. But theſe were all vaniſhed, their promiſed de- 


liverer, 
3 


no one left to call Him from the 


Nr og diſciples 


| conſideration of this 
ſferent int 


wor fu faſter thine Holy to ſee corruption .“ 
| hing more, leone tid; can be inferred from this 


A1 — cxmbrs 9: 
per, e 


grave; as he did La- 
us“. Perhaps, too, the proſpect af future dif- 
ulties and terrified their minds. What 
could they look” for, but the moſt violent oppoſiti 
ſince their rulers had now nn aid thi lit. 
tet; to deſtroy him ? 


to their depatted Lord. While his body remained 


. a lifeleſs corpſe in the tomb, whither bid hig e 


tire? Or what are we to underſtand-by that article of 
our creed, © He deſcended into hell : The full 
point would not conſiſt with the 


nature and brevity of our plan. But we obſerve, 45 


as the declaration js clearly deduced ſrom ſori 
* we need not ſeruple to uſe it, tho 
ons have been delivered by 
and men. "Thus che prophet David — in 
the of Meſſiah, e, his reſurreftion, 
u wilt not leave my foul in hell: neither wilt 


— than, that the Saviour ſhould continue ſor a 
eaſon in a ſtate of desth, his ſoul among other 
departed ſpirits in what is called Hapzs or Hart, 
ant his bodyin the grave; and that, under the divine 
ſuperintendence, the latter ſhould be revived and 


again animated by the former. before potrefaction 


could take place. 


e Wes es d Reforreftion, 5. 102, eee 
dent upon him to acknowledge latisſaction and afliſtance 1. 


received from that ingenious and valuable publication, in n | | 


different, and apparently contradiftory, accounts of the —— 

the reſurreRion are perfectly ky tym and. ſo arr 

gonficm each other. The reader, therefore, js apprized, that « 
ment of fats, which is here PR - proof of that important 

* deen chiefly taken from Mr. W. 

+ Pi. — 1 


and 


. * | 
ing, was dend and buried, and : 


h We proceed, then, to- conſider his return to fe; 
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end we ſhould doit with. devout aſfections, fince it ie 


an article; which lies atthe foundation:of our faith and. 
hope.” Iutimation of this event had been given to 
the Church: of old by various types and ceremonial. 
eſentations. It had, alſo, been declared by ſeve- 

„ A id and Iſaiah. Accord. 
ingly, the Apoſtles in their addreſſes to the Jews main- 
mined, that, Jeſus had exactly fulfilled their ſcriptures 
by his refurreRion from the dead. He himſelf, as we 


have noted, had frequently predicted it, and on this 
fited-all the credit 


very circumſtance ri of his miſſion, 


80 that, if he be not riſen, he has not anſwered the 


proper character of the Meſſiah, and has falſified his 

own' aſſertions: the Goſpel may be rejected as a. 

res «: our faith is vain, and: we are. yet in our 
ns $9, 203 :&A}:5 ie 1 5 


* i 7 2) lb { >. ' x4 u 431-3 70 
It will: de neceſſary to examine this matter with 


the greateſt attention: and we ſhould bleſs God, that 
he has not left us ina painful uncertainty, but afford- 


dd us ſuch clear and decifive teſtimony,,that we know 


not what could be required further. We maintain, 
chat no event in ancient hiſtory can be confirmed by 
ſtrunger atteſtations: if theſe be rejected, we mult. 
withhold our aſſent from every narration, and treat all 
ty as idle tales or impoſitions. 
Infidels affect to be ſerupulous, and cavil at the moſt 
unexceptionable evidence in fupport of the Goſpel; 
but, on other points, they readily admit the groſlett- 


abſurdities. e e | 
The fact, for which we contend; is, that, Jefus of 


Nazareth, who died and was buried, did return to- 


fe, re-animate the ſame body which: had been ſuſ- 


pended” on the ctoſs, come out of the ſepulehre on the 
morning of the third day from his crucifixion, and ap- 


„ , pear to many different perſons at different times. 
| Let the maner an nne 


N #, 1 Core xv. 177 


yield 


yield 
* qqayiftions. , I che poſickom de proved, let it be 
e Wer uM, the Chaltian buildy bis hogs 1 a firm, 


| have done in the mo ee manner... Very early 
in the 8 juſt as.it began to dawn, after a vio+ 


to maintain bara poſt. B 
_ the Angel, 5 they . ſaw, they were thrown 
into. ſuch c ee tha 


R 151 
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n t of argument, and not reſiſt 


7 


un may, without preſumption, rejoice 
CI, ebend immortali 5 10 A cloud i 
A es may be ene atteſtations WOE 
be FN conſidered. | 
„We appeal. to the Rowan foldiers, oe w 
7 3 a 8 oyer the ſepulchte. It ſeemed u 
kelys at theſe 


men ſhould deliver an evidence 7 


vourable to the cauſe of the Goſpel. But this they 


lent. (hak the earth, an Angel deſcended fram 
heaven, and Ong away. the ſtone,, broke open the 
tomb s. Thus an opportunity was afforded, not ly 
for the en of Je ſus, ed gould, eaſily have for- 
ced. bis way Gros the rock but alſo for the ad- 
mifion,of others to examine and Judge for themſelves. 
eſpecially as the ſentinels were removed; for, not- 
withſaodiog their, boaſted 57 6. beter they were unable 
right appearance o 


1 3 time they lay 
upon the ground, as per perſons dead Being i little te- 
covered from their terror;, they fled” with. precipitate 
haſte into the city, where they. reported the matter. 

Some of them carried the account 'to- the chief 


| prieſts, who could not but be amazed and confounded 


y ſuch a teſtimony, and yet were determined not to 
N folk cou upet e ie elders v was ſummon 


5 amon 1 0 ed Ag Tg 
og 0 ſer) Yo, e 


"they « could kfot com 
0 to endeavour to prevent its probabl e e Ft 


8 minds of others. They could not deny, 


* oe tone was rolled n and the” wy gone z 
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and they þetcejved mut theſe [cd m ſoon be p 
licly known. * But bn ley ors to ed chit 
e 2 K of 75 A he” and” a o heir mouths 4 
a, *. 4 t e i ond | 
the ſepult te and pleti im A e 
75 N 8 n 
is, it erm, was 0 ever 
ered ee dy th genie e re- 
urreQion : a root e 'W knefs of their cauſe, 
which could Want ſuch 4 part. " The is ſome- 
thing ſo extremely abſurd ang jncongruous upon the 
very face of this forged accqunit, that ſt 2 8 with it 
its own a e Not to Wende the improba- 
| 75 an ſentinels mould fall aſleep upon 
vi 57 9 Harte 5 48 © them ws to 
and eſpecially that the company ſhould 
by thus. 0 15 ether; 225 can believe, that 
the diſciples ſhould be Able remove the heavy ſtone, 
vbich alone cloſed up the grave, and that they ſho ald 
alſo bear off the body fo filently, as to 7 no diſturb- 
ance to thoſe, who were cloſe at "hand? Or, who can 
credit the relation of thoſe, who had fo groſsly vio- 
d their duty, or allow them to vouch a matter, of 
which, by their, N confeffion, they could not be 
witn J. er, Why was not the charge 
brought ry 199 FS e followers of Jeſus ? When 
. the Apoſtles, a few weeks afterwards, ſolemnly and 
cenhdent]y Rar is before the rulers, that their 
Lord was riſen, and that they.tHemſelves had ſeen him, 
why were "they not confronted with this ſtory ? The 
is obvious z it was not, only deſtitute of evi- 
Ace, . but would eafily have been confuted; and, 
fore they y were 3s merely. to hold their 
2 ce. Their opponents, we perceive, admitted that 
a I Which had been fecured in the fepulchre, 
was gone, and, by the miferable ſhift made ufe of to 
evade conviction, they have not difproved, but rather 
confirmed, the relation of the Evangeliſt, who bas 
given 


us a conſiſtent aceount of the fuct. This is 
not the only inſtance, in which the enemies of the 
Goſpel have confounded themſelves, and ſtrengthened 
the cauſe, which they endeavoured to ſubvert. How 
aſtoniſhing is the power and wiſdom of out God, wha 
can turn the counſels of infidels into fooliſhneſs, 
and get himſelf glory by their malicious refiſtaiice ! ?Y 
LH. Weproduce the atteſtations of various witneſſes, 
who carefully examined for themſelves, and'deelared 
tat Jeſus had quitted the ſepulchre. * The'Coineis = 
dence of theſe feveral evidences adds much to their 
weight. Many pious women, chiefly thoſe WhO 
followed their Lord from Galilee, and miniſtered to 
his ſupport, had made preparations for anointing and 
embalming his body with ſpices. ' This laſt 
of teſpect for him, whom they ſo-affeRjonate)}y lor 
they intended to pay early in the morning of the ff 
day of the week, or the third from his crucifixion 
It w agreed, that they ſhould meet about ſyn-rifing 
at the grave, not knowing, probably, that any guard 
had 45 fixed there. It ould eld de ee 
in ſeparate companies, ſaw different viſions, aud re- 
ported their obſervations to the Apoffles at Giftint 
times. This eaſy and natural ſuppoſition perfe&ly 
reconciles' the Evangeliſts, whoſe. accounts, when 
thus taken together, make up one conſiſtent Rory. 
Mary Magdalene, the other Mary, and Salome, ſet 
out firſt, ' before the hour appointed, that they might 
view the place, and eonſider what help might be ne- 
cellary for rolling away the ſtone , Jjuſt at that 
_—_ probably, the reſurrection was effected. 
pon their approach, therefore, they found that the 
ſtone was already removed. Immediately Ma 
Magdalene, ſuſpe ing that the body of her Lord hag 
deen carried off by enemies, left her companions, and 
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returned tor inform Peter and John, what ſhe. had 
een, and what were her fears on the occaſion. 
Tpheſe two Kpoſtſes, ſurpriſed at the report, ran to- 
te ſepulchre wich eager haſte, that from their © 
perſonal inſpection they might judge for es. 
They entered the cave, and pereeixed that their Maſter 
was a _ e b * _ remained, 
careful! up aid in ſeparate places, it ap- 
41 prone That re had been no diſorder or — 9. 
hurry in his departure. From theſe circumſtances, 
probably, John concluded, that Jeſus was indeed re- 
vived ; though none of the other Apoſtles, at that 
time, had any ſuch coneeptions. 


Te Nay our age mentioned, excited great 
wonder in the minds of all the diſciples. When they 

1 N the body was gone, and could aſſign no rea- 
ns for, its removal either by friends or enemies, the 
thought of its reſurrectiom might, pofſibly, be ſuggeſted 
to them: yet this was an event, which they bad not 

© Jooked. for, and which, even when dire& evidence 
was offered, they were backward to admit. That 
evidence we now proceed to ſtate. It pleaſed God, 
in condeſcenſion to their ignorance and unbelief, to 
afford them one proof upon another, and ſo to over- 
5 their ſcruples and objections, as to confiren the 
important fact by additional and cleares teſtimonies. 
The extreme difficulty, with which they yielded their 

4 nt, ſo as to render theſe teſtimonies neceſſaty, 


III. We waintain, that. Jeſus aroſe from the dead, 
on the expreſs and repeated. declarations. of Angels. 
Theſe holy ſpirits had been employed on former oc- 
caſions, in. miniſtering to our Lord, and aſſerting 
his high. character. Doubcleſs, at the ſeaſon here 
referred to, they rejoiced and triumphed, and eſteem- 

dd it an hondur to themſelves, to bear witneſs of his 

return to life. Several deſcriptions of. their appear 
. | ; ancos 


| er his eſcape 


ee ere - 39 


mees ſor this pu are given the' Evangelifts,, 


— ſuch;/as view may be t contradic- 
But let it only 5 een is a reaſon- 

abe ſupoſtion ths theſe hea meſſengers had a 
power of being viſible or not, at pleaſure, and were 


| ſeewin.different form by different SNL | 


objection of inconſiſtency is removed.. 
An Angel, cl with tranſcendent bri 
eame down — — — 
Saviour: this he did by —— his ſepulchre, 
and confounding e eee, were ſet there to 
prove him an impoſtor. 
Two of the women, 40, who had arrived firſt ati 
the place, the other Mary and Salome, whom 
Mary Magdalene had left there, were favoured with a 
viſion of the Angel, upon their entering into the cave. 
To diſperſe the terror, into which they were-thrown, 
he declared expreſsly, that Jeſus, whom they ſought, 
was riſen according to his own prediction, and 
invited them to examine the ſpot, where he had been 
interred v. He charged them, Hkewiſe, to carry 
this information to his. diſciples, and eſpecially to 


Peter, who having ſhamefully fallen, moſt needed con- 
ſolation:; and he aſſured thi that their Lord would 


meet them in Galilee, as he had promiſed: a little be- 
fore his death . Impreſſed with awful reverence by 
what they had ſeen and heard, yet at the ſame time 
filled with enceeding joy, they haſtened to commu- 
nicate the glad tidings,'as they had been directed. 

Upon their departure Mary M who had 
returned to the ſepulchre; with Peter and John, re- 

mained at the: outſide in deep diſtreſs: but, while he 
lamented the loſs of her dear Lord, ſhe looked in, and 
perceived: there two Angels in a glorious form, who 


kt as * — where Jeſus had we 
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Mary ſoon. afterwards retired, and then came Joanna 
and the reſt of the women, who prepared the ſpices 
ſor anointing the body; and it is evident, that 


_ " they chen knew nothing of what had happened w. 


þ us ens aſtoniſhed, therefore, when chey found 
the ſepulchre had been opened,” and that their 
o Lord a was gone. Their doubts and perplexities, 
boweven were removed by the declarations of two 
beavenly ſpitits, who! appeared to them in human 
ſorm, and aſſured them, that Jeſus 3 to 
hie gain, in completion of his awn prophecies. This 
account was carried to the diſciples, and probably 
reached them, before they had been informed of the 
ether viſtons: yet ſuch was their incredulity, that 
mey could not entertain a thought of the r - 
tion, acid ax dit cenſtdarai tha relitions, as no other 
| than-fancy-and;luſion, | 
But we contend, eee eee herk abated)” 
js ſtrang and unqueſtionable. Phe perſons deſeribed 
are credible witneſſes" of what they ſaw and heard: 
nor oan their repreſentations, with any confiſtency, 
be aſcribed to im imagination. The events; which 
took place, were ſuch as they did not look for ; and 
yet they were obliged by many concurrent cireum- 
ſtances to yield their aſſent. It can never be admit- 
ted, that both their eyes and their ears deceived 
them, or that ſo many ſhould be impoſed upon, in 
—— manner, and at the ſame time. 
Theſe pious women, to whom the important in- 
formation was firſt communicated, were abundaotly 
recompenſed for their zealous attachment to the Sa- 
viour. Innumerable inſtances confirm the promiſe 
of our gracious God to his faithful adherents, & Them, 
_ that honour” me, I will, honour .“ May we be 
encouraged to be more bold and active in his ſervice, 
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| e 
marks of his apprubationn 
The preceding accounts, probably d Wee | 
doubt and heſitation upon the minds of the: Apoſtles, 
They bad been told, only, that Angels had aflerted 
the reſurtection of (their Lord; but no one had yet 
ſeen him: and therefore, though they ought to habt 
been convinced, perhaps they wiſhed for more direct 
evidence. of the fact. Such evidence was :afforded 
them, in order to overcome their ineredulity- © 
: E IV. We 'contend, that Jeſus r | 
monſtrated the point in bimſelf 
hi an —— e h vert previouſly known 
him, to whom he gave am wire = 
ts Wd -uppete@t' $0 Mary Magdalene,” before be 
vouchſafed the ſame-favour to any of his former ac- 
> aintance v. We admireithis grace and\condeſcens 
de in conterring ſuch an honour upon a woman, 
who had probabſy been of an infamous character. 
But ſhe had much forgiven, and the loved much. 
While ſhe remained in tears at the ſepulchre, and 
declared to the Angels the cauſe of her diſtreſs, Jeſus 
came and placed himſelf beſide her. At the firſt 
glance, ſhe took him for the gardener z but her mi( | 
in ue was immediately corrected, when ſhe heard him 
22 pronounce her name in the ſame tone of voice, and 
2 the fame affectionate manner, which he had uſed in 
* bis former intercourſe. Convinced that it was her 
Lord, ſhe flew with ardour to embrace him. This, 
however, he told her, ſhe muſt decline for the pre- 
Tent, and intimated that he would ſee her again, and 
give her abundant proofs of the reality of his reſur- 
rection, before he finally quitted the earth. He 
charged her, therefore, to carry the account. to his 
brethren without delay, and aſſure them in the 
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to them, and that, being mind ſul uf their intereſts and 
. he ſhould ſoon aſ- 


1 0 his God and their God. A Ny Tl | 


12 — — ſree and abundaut ia his grace! What ten. | 


on does he ſhew even to his fall. 


derneſs' of compaſſi 


en people! Mis diſciples had deſorted him in his ex- | 


tremity;- but, immediatehy on his return 0 life, he 
was anxious to inform them, that they were as 
dear to him as ever; that he would continue to own 
them as children ef the ſame Father, and plead their 
cauſe in heaven. ITbe meſſage was delivered; and 
1 2 not diſperſed. Poſſibly, they 
. that, as Mary Magdalene alone pretended te 
| Abe den inn, nd li not at firſt recollected or 
been ſuffered to touch him, ſhe might be under x 
deluſion, or the viſion, if real, might be no more 
than his ſpirit. — pps this kind Rey eos 


removed, as we obſerve © 0 4 9 
2; He alſo, to Mary and $66 
lome . Tits were ping —— being 


charged by the Angels with a commiſſion to the diſ- 

ciples, when Jeſus met them on the road, and addreſſed 
them in words of ſtrong conſolation. He exhorted 
them to diſmiſs their — and b ſuffering them to 
embrace his feet, gave them a full convichon * 

reſurrection. By them, too, he ſent word to his 

| that in Galle, where they chiefly. reſided, 
he would afford them a gracious interview. From 
this occurrence the evidence was - conſiderably 


ſtren Vet the ftles, being “ flow of 
heart to believe,“ 0 * It che E. Lord be riſen 
indeed, why has he n himſelf only to the wo- 


yy _ not to _ RY eee 
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WI z-corpexeal tranſtatipn, to his Father- and 


1 5280s ee 17 | "i 
Jon we-confels, to refuſe our aſſent to fair teſtimony; 
oval” of ans wg bye Þ 


and I demand additional proofs for the rem 
al- unreaſonable doubt. But che Lord condeſcended 


2. Vu. 


ö 
and to prevent or obviate ſuch / an objection. 2 | 
3. He appeared to 9 In che meſſige: of ud | [ 
tens | An Is to the · diſeiples, particular mention had been 8 

1 e of Peter; buy thug though he eee dae | 
Pi ales once after of Mar 
* adalene, and again the that of ary 1 84 


7 * had _. 
: as not ſeen either Jeſus or the Angels. 
own I however, his Maſter favoured him with an ring i 
their probably before any of the other Apoſtles. --T 
and I circumſtances of that interview are not recorded, but 
they I the fact is expreſsly declared; and it ſtande 'as an 
ed ts I inſtance of his tenderneſs to backfliders. ' He will 
d or recover, and pardon, and comfort. Such was his 
der x conduct to Peter, whoſe fall had been attended with 
the greateſt aggravations, and to whom, even before 
the reſt; hethaſtened to declare his iveneſs and lovel 

Still it might be argued, that all the preceding ma- 
nifeſtations. of the riſen Saviour had deen an 
to the ſenſes, rather than the undorſtanding. 
had been bright and dazzling, ſudden oF: of ea 
continuance, leaving little or no time for cool ro- 
fletion'and' a deliberate examination of the ſcrip- 
ect That there might be no ground for ſuoh * : 

ion, 

4. He «RY the ſame day, to tset dat 
ciples, as they were going to Emmaus, about ſeven or 
_— miles foi Jeruſalemt. Theſe perſons were 

dourſing together, with an evident dejection of 

mind, on the late aſtoniſhing events, whi 
ed their thoughts, when the Lord himſelf drew near, 
nd with great familiarity joined their converſation, 
yet concealing his real character. It was his . 
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diner theſe things had been enpreſ: ly predicted. 
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purpoſe/at this time, not to excite their wonder 
y.any (plendid-viſion, but to convince them by cool 
pad ſoſid reaſoning from the ſacred oracles, that they 
"ought to have expetted his death and return 2 2 


h 
were privented, therefore, by a miraculous agency, 
rom rexollecting and diſcovering him, till he had 
diſcuſſed the important topic, by a particular expla : 
nation of the types and prophecies relating to it, and 
W. them for their ignorance and undelief. 
hen they came to Emmaus, he went into the ſame 
bouſe, through their earneſt requeſt, and fat down 


, 
- 


Wich them at the table. Then, while he bleſſed and 


. diſtributed bread, according to his former fn1anner or 
the felemnity.of the facramental ſupper, the dimneſ 


which had been caſt over their eyes was removed, 


75 they recognized the perſon of their beloved 
aſtery But, the end of his appearance being an: 
ſwered, he inſtantly withdrew from their ſight. 


As they reviewed this ſingular vecurrence, they 
- wondered at their on ſtupidity, remarking that they 


migbt have known him from the extraordinary etier- 
gy of his words and the effect produced in theit 
minds. They ſaid one to another, * Did not our 
hearts burn within us, while, he talked with us by 
the way, and while he opened to us the (eriptures?” 
Their doubts were all removed; they felt a rational 
conviction of their Lord's reſurrection, and per- 
ceived that every thing had happened in perfect con · 
ſiſtence with God's declarations. That ſame even- 


ing they returned to Jeruſalem, where they found 


the Apoſtles aſſembled together and exulting in the 


thou that their Lord was tiſen indeed, and bad 


Mewn himſelf to Peter. The different accounts 
were then compared; and yet, deciſive as theſe teſ- 
timonies were, ſome, at leaſt, in the company with-W- 


| held their aflent, or, perhaps, allowing the ac- 


counts, concluded that his ſpirit only had been _ 


5 


5 ; nounced his denedickion, and rene 
ical \commiſſion. *' Wh e he ed on them; he 


„„ 
of gratitude, "ove, and zeul. Yet perhspe r 


moment, the whole tranſaction might appear tos 
1 to be true. . . 
reſende for * u em with th 

rverſe. MY line? incredulity, and evincin by 


4 


fer guns the” certainty. of his 
He ;.condeſcended in their Sompany, the 0 
food Which they es offered him. Aga — 
expfefled his buen. defires for their 4 

' their Avis 


ve chem aſſurances of large communications of the 


' Spir t, and engaged to ratify their ſentence, hen 


ey mould declare, to vom remiſſiom of fins ſhould 


0 | 1 eee t ve e 


Here we and chus cleſe the evidence, exhi- 


2 the 7 Gay ene dür Lord rafe from- the 


' tended for our conviction, as yell as for that of the] 
nacity of their unbelief his 


eventually proved n blefling, 'as confirming” more! 


dead. The ſubject . 
Let us meditate u 


5 that we may defy the moſt po. 
attacks of ihfidels; all their attempts to ſubvert the 


ires a more full and particu- 
ſent: ſection will admit. 
K, for our own ſpiritual im. 
numerous atteſtations were in. 


lar 4 than 


provement. | 


Apoſtles, Even che pexti 


abundani the ttuth'of the ſcriptures. ''We'ſee, 9 
21 0 a baſis our faith and hope are built, ati 


| * guilty, how inexcufable ' thoſe are, who rejeſt 


iſe the Goſpel. ' The fast, which is hee 
Alete dale baer _ ſfentia article of our 
_creed; the whole ſyſtem of Chriſtianity 
or fall with it. But ſo decifive are theſe teſtimonies, 
werful and malevolent 


foundation of our religion will turn to their own con- 
fuſion, 5 


1 


In the 1 of Jeſus we perceive a nevet- 


ling ſource of conſolation. We rejoice in the 


Ry of that 3 85 which he paid down, and 
in 


muſt ſtani 


Fo . — 114 80 17 80 
1 1 which he has obtained for 
900 us over all our ſpirit enemies. Wich peculiar ex- 
der ultation, . we ſing, Thanks be to God, 
hols . M en throngh our Lord Jeſus 
by be the God and Father 
Nr me our TI * Chriſt, which according on his 
| e degotzen us a in unto a livel 
10 hope. by the — of Jan Chi from the 


why py is What head ol triumph properly bo- 


6fts- r which, we have 
„ ne r N own Aer ; 
+ hs lity to ſave, can we ſtand forth as his wit- _ 


pro ws, matnaning wat the Led rife fn 


a _ Let us not for that he will appear. ag in, in 
Rat, which was crucihed 55 mount 
e lehre on the 


power, 

* "We 4 4h might) power, with inlet 
A evermore. But 2 thoſe behold him, 
*:who. have crucified him affe and continued to 

ce 1 5 8 their contemptudus unbelief? He will. 
—— dge; and ſuch will be his. manifeftatior 
u will N them with confulion, horror, 
deſpair. May we obtain redemption throu rol 
od, and ee e ion,“ 
othaty.* when He, who is our life, ſhall appear, 
En nay e 
* 
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dy me wehe ee tin he bad 
ieying, and ſatisfied the 


cochpen ys 
reular ecu 


ſeen of them * 42 


Nadel 8 their . moch ſooner. than 
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they went forth and avowed th ſel neſſes - 
in the face of the moſt — —e— D 
poſers./ ' They have given a clean, decided. and in in - 
o 
arations ought to iouſl 
Sree ; They could 2 by the de ws 
He of. their | 


ey 
eee even _ death itſelf. .. 


We have already mentioned our Lord's appear AE 
inces on- the Sy of his reſurrection, and 1 The 
vert to tfloſe, which, occurred from chat time 0 


his aſcenſion. May our contemplations on this ſub- 13 
je promdte-in-us wil holy: affections} May e t oh 


mercly/afſett to the-dodri 


from it un 


: Jeſus reprehended em f wed * |: 
But when he firſt ſhewed N 155 „ 
were aſſembled together, Thomas was not £51 ac i baths 
and upon the report . * carried do him, refuſed 
. Us He, preſumptuouliy re- | 
a dl + jury rw 
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ſed in the crucifi fixion, and thtuſt his hand into 
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peut or. elle, Thar be wd rener al other evi 
WW Fr £20 uo aug hug 015 
Tbomas, it mould ſeem, denen in this Kate 
of darknels and unbelief ſor à whole week. During 
that time we do nor find that Jeſus viſited any of his 
_ diſciples: perhaps he deſigned, that in the interval. 
they might'be more at leiſure for a deliberate exami - 
oh of the ſefiptures, and the: atteſtations already. | 
tiven. But on the eighth · day following, or the next 
return of the firſt day of the week v, he came, in the 
- ame miraculous manner as before, inte the midſt of 
2 aſſembly, Thomas alſo being preſent.” Having 
3 Ani regatd for them all, be con- 
a reg to adureſs that incxedubus Apoſtle, and: 
| for his full TatisfaCtion offered him the yoy on 
3 Which be had p y required. 
Wbat further objection could - — Y 
wis dhatled-bind hynibled = convinced! by ſueh un- 
dieniadle evidence, he acknowledged not the reſur- 5 
8. IH only bue the Godhead of his Saviour, and 
3 hipped” kita wie -profound reverence" and ado- 
| Bos ne crying out, — * Lonm AND MY: Gon l [ 
His former weskneſs was now pardoned,” and his 
|  Maiith, -thowgh it reſted” on ſenſible demonſtration, 
was graciouſly gecepted. Jeſus rebuked him, but 
with tendertzels, for having ſe long refuſed his ere- 
dit, and pronounced à pecoliar bleſſing” on thoſe, 
Who, with real humility of mind, yield an unfeign- 
ed aſſent and ſubmiſſion to the Goſpel, even though 
ſuch ſtrong teſtinſonies may be withheld,” as a ſeep⸗ 
tical and\arrogant*eaviller- mey demand. 
Tbis octarretice ſhould warn us to beware of un- 
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eee the ſtated ſesſon bf the ſolemn meetingi /in the Church, and 
. was celebrated as the Chriſtian abbath, bling diftioguiſhed by the - 


high and honourable VOTE . day. Act Xx. 7. 1 Cor. 
5 b * © , 
+: 2 IR 2 

belich, 


wv 
$4 a7 2a 4 


< þ 


| sus chr Ar 
be RPO Rig probably, attack us in various 


us ate perplexed with unreaſonable doubts. and ſeru- 


Foy about the ee, and even the truth of reve- 


Jation! Do that ſufficient evidence is 
not afforde «dy: But do you not indulge a very 
blamable diſpoſition, as Thomas did, whilft you are 
unwilling. to admit that light, which might produce 
conviction ? Have you fairly {tudied the fuse, and 
diligently examined * oofs and arguments, in 
whſch others acquie ne hr to pre 
19. 45 God. by w by — particular means he 

to confirm his word... There is no need of further in- 
 formagions. if only your bearts were right. Be 
not faithleſs, but believing.” You ſhould not ex- 
pect or aſk for ſuch ind of of demonſtration, as Tho- 
mas received but learn with him to bow with real 
ſubſection to the Saviour, ' acknowledging; his eſſen 


tial glory, and his indubitable right to- your love, re- 


8 deren e and- obedience, r 
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heart, My Lord and my God.“ N 


EE II. He ee. at the * of 3 *; The 


iſciples, having remained the full time at Jeruſalem 


for the celebration of the paſſover, returned to Ga- 
- Hee, where the chief part of them reſided-. T hither 
the Angels directed them to go, and there Jeſus him-— 
felf promiſed to meet them. It is probable, that his 
mol frequent viſits were made in that eo 


Where his interviews with, friends might be more 


convenient, and leſs likely to excite notice and re- 
ſentment, than at Jeruſalem. A minute account of 
cheſe interviews is not given us; nor is it neceſſary, 
as they were deſigned, not for the proof of his re ſur- 
rection, which was then ſufficiently eſtabliſhed, but 
for the private inſtruction and comfort of bis dear 
5 ee W ery frets” <onkeoence be 22h 


CEE » oF" by 
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degrees, and in different ſhapes, How many around 


— 
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771 their faith, 6 diſpla his own power and grace, and 
of mihiſeſted the — 4 tender affection for them. This 


— cannot dut remark; in road inſtance now ' before 


- " Revert of 1. diſciples were ee in fiſhing; 8 
. which had once been their common occupation 
„ auc, probably, they were ſtil 55 to habe te- 
dcocurſe to it for their ſupport. When they had las 
boured a whole night in vain, Jeſus helene bim= 
ſelf to them on the fea ſhore, in an unknown Thar 
und directed them where to caft their net. 
miraculous drab; bt ere convinced 1 them 
: that it was their Lord, who was at hand, aud 
given them ſuch av They haſtened to 1 0 
upon their arrival, having prepared a fire and provic 
fins, he condeſcended to eat With them. This was 
the third time of his appearing , conſiderable 
nuraber of (nem together. 47) 8 PUR?! 
__, Perhaps; by chat very large capture he intended 
B to affor them a ſeaſonable relief for their neceſſities, 
And to encourage their dependence upon 'himy as 
_ the Lord of providence and grace. They were ap- 
pointed to be fiſhers: of men; and, though in their 
_ office they might ſeem for a long dive to labour 
with no good effect, 2 were now taught, .. that, 
under his: Selen influence, they might 
bope to incloſe immenſe multitudes in the net of 
the Goſpel. Bleſſed Jeſus, compaſſionate the ig- 
norance and "weakneſs of thy diner in dur diy? 
While they lament, that they weary themſetves in 
vain, do thou graciouſly inſtru@ them, where anFhow 
2 would calt the net, ſo that many may be taken! 
n diſcourling with his diſciples on that occaſion, 
; (Jeſus paid a particular regard to Peter; probably on 
account of his late ſhameful fall, not only to reprove, 
but reſtore and comfort him. Aſter dinner, Jeſus 
propoſed a a- ſolemn enquiry to the Apoſtle; whether 
indeed he loved him I all his phi | 
whic 
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"ww Ke fact once eee 
eat firmneſa, that he did feel; the moſt ſincere 


affection for his Lordi and appealed to Him, as the 
ſearcher of hearts, for the truth of the declaration: 


but; remembering | his on perfidious- conduct, he 


dared not to beaſt; as he had done before, that his at- 
tachment was ſtronger - taan that of others. Jeſus 
then 3 him to prove his regard, hy faithfu 


n oral : office, feeding the lambs of _ 
5 flock. eek Tice dd — Lovs 


eſt thou me; an e ng Magn. pd N 


ede 3:4; © i; 
20 each one Solider dime as appealed 10 by the 
Saviour: in the ſame ſolemn” manner, © Loveſt thou 


met” What anſwer could we e 


humble confidence might maintain, even e e | 


_  ſencez-that' their hearts glow with warmeſt 


for him. © But many, whoſe minds are attracted * 


different. objects, notwithſtanding: their proſvſſion 
df ſerious deſires, can come to no ſatisfactory: deter · 


mination about the real ſtate of their ſouls, and there 


fore remain in a very painſul ſuſpenſe. Others furely, . 


if thus interr muſt be-confounded . ſince their 
babitual diſpoſitions and/ general practices. declare an 


' avowed diſregard; and even an inſolent contemptʒ of. 


Jeſus. It ol be ſoon--decided, : whether: we have a 
real attachment · to his name; and if any man love 
not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt,?* ons: eden 
ma”.reſts upon his head. Fe il 
Peter was then informed; chat in his eld . | 
he-ſhould (be called: to glorify God by ſuffering the 
very ſame: kind of death} as his divine Maſter had 
done; and he was immediately dly charged to follow Him 
A vain and fooliſh: curiotity 4 0 the Apoſtle to 
John, the beloved 


den TW? it ſhould ſeem,” nn filent . 


* x Cor, xi. 22. e 
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gratiſied: In the preſent inſtance, it met with a re- 
[= for Jeſus replied, rg that, to ehoe? 
_ © Polhibly,/ we: may wiſh to propoſe a thouſand ques 
tions moe abſurd und impertinent than Peter's was. 
tion in matters, which do not concern us, Why 
| are we ſo anxious about events, with which neither 
u 0 unſpeakable importance; and abſolute neceſſity; 
nor ſtwuld any other ſubjet occupy the mind to the 
o forth at his command. Are we willing c 
es did, 
though contempt and poverty, impriſunment and death 
| hould await us“ How many ſhrink at the appear- 
and then; leaving all idle ſpeculations, and not dread- 
Ing the ſevereſt calamities, we ſhall follow him cheer- 
vour, his ſervice, and glory. J 
EE III. He appeared toal yof hin diſciples * 
perhaps the moſt of thoſe, who profeſſed an affection. 
| Rn eee _ met there by his 
| 5 that a great number might more conveniently 
3 come together. It is 9 that Saint Paul re- 
| above ſive hundred brethren at once ñ; and we 
* learn that the chief part of theſe perſons ſurvived for 
1 . tay e Ai ra 
D pon a particular -menntain, ec which they bad 
$ 8 Matt. viii. 16, 7 7 1 Cor. xv. 6. 


 rheektieſs$0:attendhis. Lord. Bout curioſity is eldow 
low.thou me. 
But let us learn to cht ck our rneſs for informa- 
our happineſs nog duty is at all connectùd? One thing 
his it is, that we obey the Sayiour's call, 
3 with the injunction, as the Apoſt 
_ nice of danger! May the love of Chriſt conſtrain us; 
y, counting e. of "Tow value but. ** 1 
= mountain in Galilee “. It ſhould ſeem, that many, 
intent.” Probably, he had fred the time and 
. fers to that aſſembly, when he ſays, (He was ſeen of 
| 5 enen 
been directed, Jeſus preſented himſelf in the midſt of 


j 
* 


mus cunars. 25 f 155 5 


chem. Pre had been diſpoſed to doubt his reſur- 
rection; but E ere then convinced. They ſaw, 
believed, and worſhipped him. May we, alſo, con- 
feſs his glory, and bow before him with humble ado- 
ration] It is as incumbent upon us to do it, as it was 
upon the diſciples in Galilee; though we are not fa- 
voured with the -ſame diſcoveries, which they bad. 
Our faith is ſupported by unqueſtionable evidence. 
May the Saviour manifeſt 0 . to us by the power 
of his Spirit: and then we oin our teſtimony 
with that of the ancient Church, be and iy « The Lord 
is riſen indeed? 
Aſterwards he ee to James, but no parti 
ulars of that viſit are recorded; and e ain to 
all the Apoſtles, as we ſhall ſoon remark . He did 
not ſhew himſelf alive in a more public manner, not 
to the whole body of the people, nor to the chief 
prieſts and rulers f. Such an exhibition was not 
neceſſary to prove the truth of his reſurrection, which 
is eſtabliſhed by the teſtimony of a ſufficient number 
of indubitable witneſſes. That peculiar favour could 
not be due to thoſe, who had rejected him with ſo 
much contempt and violence. Beſides, if it 45 i bo, ; 


gran nted, it was-not likely to produce any good > F) 
e they refuſed to be convinced that he 
ſaid or done, and aſcribed his miracles, illuſtrious as 
they were, to the power of magic or ang; agency of 
Satan. God is uſually pure to withhold an increaſe 
of ſpiritual means and privileges from them, who 
el or deſpiſe what they poſſeſs, and to beſtow reat+ 
er advantages upon. 2 as highly value, and dili- 
E improve, N the 7 have already received, 
us fear for ourſelves, leſt, by ſhutting our eyes 
againſt the light of his truth, we provoke bim to 
Wine it from uus. | 
7 BE He * alſo, to the Apoſtles on W. 


en 3% 7 4 + AQs x; 41. 
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turn to Jeruſalem. As che feaſt of Pentecofh, one 
of their grand { lemnities, was approaching, their pre- 


' ſence was required by the law. They arrived in that 
| | were there fa- 
voured, as in Galilee, with the gracious viſits of their 


city ſome days before the feſtival, 


Maſter, previous to bis aſcenſion . Upon theſe oc« - 
raſtons he renewed to them ſome of his former in- 
firudtions, and confirmed their Apoſtolic commiſſion. 
He directed their attention to the feriptures of the old 
Teſtament, that they might fee the glorious plan of 


*-falvation'to bave been the fame from the beginning, 


and be convinced that every thing had happened io 


him in perfect agreement with the ancient prophecies. 


Theſe they had overlooked, or groſsly miſeoneeived. 
But then he opened their underſtandings, 3 
them clearer and more conſiſtent views of w the 


facred oracleys bad aſſerted concernipg his death and 


reſurrection. He taught them, that, in conſequence 
of what he had done, ſinners ſhould. be called upon to 
repent, and aſſured of the forgiveneſs of heir fins 
through faith in his name. The neceſſity of conver- 
ſion, and the hope of pardon through his blood, were 


Fe ſome of the 18 doctrines, which he commanded 


them to preach among all nations; and theſe doctrines 
are evidently founded on the fuppofition, that all men, 
without exception, are involved in a ſtate of depravity 
- and condemnation. o. 
We remark, in an eſpecial manner, that they were 
directed to open their proclamatian of metcy at Jeru- 


alem, that iniquitous and murderous city, where the 


Lord of glory had been crucified and lain. This 
was a wiſe appointment ;. becauſe their bold defence 


; ; of the Golpel, in the place where it right and muſt 


Matt. xxviii. 1$—20. Mar. xvi. 35-18, Loki 4 49. | 


Ie is not clear, how often theſe viſits were repeated, or whether the . 
| whole of the addreſſes, here mentioned, were delivered to the diſciples ? 


" 


, \ 
% ' 


„ hee 
bave been confuted, if it had been a mere fable, has 
clearly confirmed its truth, We admire, alfo, the 

grace of Jeſus here exhibited, in ſending the--firſt 

i meffage of peace to his bloody perſecutors,. Who but 2 
+ few days before had cried out with malicious rage, 
« Away With him, crucify him.“ Who now can de- 


1 ſpait of obtaining forgiveneſs, hen offenders, under 
| a load of fuch aggravated guilt, are invited and en- 
f treated to return and live? Rec thoſe, who have ſinned 
4. the moſt heinouſly and with the greateſt obduracy, 
KL be, gncouraped'to liſten to the publication of the Go i- - 


00 = pel,: which has opened A way for their reco ation 
0 and: acceptance” with God. Behold * « where 
5 abdunded; grace did much more abound . 


Jieſus charged bis Apoſtles to bear à faithful teſti- 

* mony of thete things, wherever they ſhould 85 and 

Ec | afſured* them that they ſhould be ified for their 
3:41 office by the inffuence of the Hol) Ghoſt, which they  - 
. were "directed to wait for in Jerufalem a few yy 

* longer. He reminded them, that he now poſſeſſed 

4 abſolute and ſupreme authority, and that both heaven 

dr and earth were ſubjected to his dominion, As uni- 

4 vetſal-Lord, he ſent them forth to the uttermoſt parts 

0 of the world, to preach the Goſpel to the whole human 

n= ſpecies. He inſtructed them to endeavour to make 

y oſelytes to his religion among all nations, and to SY 


A ptize' all, who profeſſed ſubmiſſion, © in the name 
* of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ns Ghaſt f.“. He declared, that every one conforming 
ne do this facramental rite, and maintaining real faith in 
e 1 Ss ee Rom. v. 20. 7% 8 : \ 5 : 
co. +. This form of words; appointed to be uſed in Chriſtian baptiſm, 
ft | is general urged, and with great propriety, as a deciſive proof of the 
| doQrine of the Trinity, and will, probably, be the means of ſupport= 
ing that doctrine to the end of time. For here, not only are the three 
MM perſons, diſtiotly, mentioned, but divine honoup and worſhip are 
the. aſcribed to each ; ſince all, who. are baptized, are dedicated to the 
ples ſervice of the Father, Son, and Holy Shot, and taught to de pend upon 
them, and tire glory. to them, tor che die fing of redemption, © | 
Sd ike wo ; | 1 Fs him, 


F 
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ins, ſhould be admitted to a ſtate of eternal bliſs ms 
glory; but at the ſame time be denounced the divine 
vengeance, in its moſt terrible effects of everlaſting 
miſery, againft every unbelieving ſinner. Fo confirm 
the meſſage of ns Apoſthes, he promiſed to endue them 
with. vatious miraculous powers ; and, after en r 
them to inculeate 7 their converts a ſincere r 

to the prineiples and duties of the Goſpel, he ad 80 2 
racious aſſurance of his. own continual preſence with 
em, and "a bis ARTS even til the conſummation 


Y all thi 
tas proved himſelf true to hi wed. 
Nel to whom he delivered this important 
Fe were fitted for their office by the abun- 
dant influence of his Spirjt. By an extraordinary 
meaſure of wiſdom, zeal, and courage, they were en- 
abled to preach and propagate Chriſtianity from king- 
| to kingdom, to the extremities of the garth; and 
at the ſame time the many ſigns and wonders, which 
7 wa wrought, have given a a weight and raidty to tale 
rines. 

We enjoy the benefit of their infirutions wi . 
dours: and we bleſs God, that, though the ſuperna- 
tural operations, which they performed, be now ceaſed, 
the —.— Goſpel is publiſhed among ourſelves. It is 
= - e will of Jeſus, that the light of his truth ſhould till 

upon the world; and the miniſters, who goforth 
under his. direction, maintain no other principles, than 
what he commanded to be taught. preach/re- 


ntance and remiſſion of fins through faith in his 


lood. They declare, as abſolutely as the Apoſtles 

could, He, who believeth and is baptizkd, ſhall be 

| © faved;” and they are alſo conſtrained te add, on the 
| fime "authority, that moſt offenſive denunciation, 

« He, who believeth not, ſhall be damned. 

Me have been.received into his Church by baptiſm, 
and are his profeſſed diſciples. We ſhould be remind- 

wa . that we are . ee devoted to God in his 

| | Covenant, 


v 


— 
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— laid under the frongels obligations t 
— ang Ghoſt, whoſe name is names 
walking conſiſtently with theſe, 
827 2 us not depend upon the mere initi: 
| — ee Let us not de water, as if this wo! 
e ſalvation, but enquire, if we are joined t 
Chriſt by a true and live ee faith, the ak of whi 
muſt expoſe us to everlaſting, deſtru Let us 
ſearch and: judge ourſelves —— "The matter 
to be examined, is of unſpeakable importance: it is no- 
leſs than this, whether eee PO WORE 


rv "The mini of. ol urs calle to an ke 

em nt, even as. Were; en 
of their own matte pr totall) dlcourag 
2 if their W Maſter NN Lge! edge 2 1 # 

ir ſupport. But, conading in He, © 

am with. you alway,” they may Loder! tina al 
needful aſſiſtance, and rejoice, in the hope, that they 
ſhall not labour in vain. The. violence of perſecy- 
tion, or the prevalence of corrupt doctrine, may 
ſometimes. excite their fears, as if the. very exiſtence © 
of the Church was endangered. But let them remem- 
bet, that. Jeſus is engaged to ſecure its continuance 
« even-unto the end.of the world.“ The veſſel 
be toſſad about u pon a tempeſtuous ſea, but He ſitt 

at the helm; ang we ſhould be ſatisfied to leave it un- 
der his care. Whatever oppoſition he may be pleaſed 
to 3 his truth ſhall remain and proſper in un 

Sthe gates of bell ſhall not prevail agai 

ies,” 5 u The gracious declaration may likewiſe animate 
and enliven. private Chriſtians, He, whom the) 

ſerye; will ſtand by them and ſave them; for, . 
his bodily. preſence be removed, he hath faid to every 


believer, “I will never leave thee, nor forſake thee. 


Gee nou lite your fears! He will guide 


Th IE u. t. 5 


[At 3 * 


I" | 
i © qcntervne e 8 
Y intricate | mazes. of life protet you 
E of your ſtro e and 2 
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r of pirity in feafons of ſeyereſt alllie- 


5 eee the 
: e + Tag! Let us briefly advert to ſome 
of thoſe advantages, which reſult to 'his er N | 


5 Tf felus be riſem indeed, then the rid, which 
He has offered, is accepted; juſtice is fatisfied v and 
nothing further is N den ker ths expiation of out 
- guilt. 84 He was delivered for — . 
1 when he was diſcharged from his confinement in the 
- eprave, the Lord God declared in ef, that every 
and was anſwered, that the ranſom was ſufficient, 
"a that pardon and peace were fully procured by the 
atonement. Therefore © he was raiſed again for our 


-  TJuſtification®.” In dependence on the Blood of the 


eroſs, we may take up that ſong of holy exultation, 
* Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge of God's 
elect? It is God that juſtifieth : Who is he that con- 


demneth ? It is hat died, rf rather, . that is 4 
riſen 1 2 9 
| the He" git of Jeſus we 4 e tilted 


be is e to ſupply the neceſſitles of his people, Let 
us hear his own exalted declaration, „Jam He that 


 liveth, and was dead; and beholdz Laibe eber 


moreq: and let us rethemiber, that the life, which he 
now poſſeſſes, he employs for the benefit” of bis 


Church. What ſtrong conſolation does this admi- 


niſter In that ſtate of glorious exiſtence, to which he 
is reſt what cannot he effect or beſtow 7 This 
ſubect v will de reſumed ; but, for the preſent, Tet us 
85 rejoice, that, « bein reconciled o God by the death 
of i Son, we ſhall be ſaved by his life F.“ He 
bas power « to Rrengthen fuch as 'do ftand, and to 


4 „es r. 355 4 1 Rev. I. 18. z. x. 10. 


SED NY 0 8 ggrere gs. . 


* a” © 4 
— 
— 


__- _— 
- - 


„ 
- 


aul they tha 


7 
1 
"= 
> 
? 
= 
- 
$ 
$ 
h 
e 
0 


them that fall, and finally to beat down Satan under 


our feet). Let us humbly ſolicit, and thankfully 
receive,,'that- grace, which he waits to communicate 
| 4 them that aſſt him. 

Since Jeſus is revived, be has overcome death. 


the eb oe will make us-partakers of his. 
Acer e raſe like a mighty conqueron, and proved 
himſelf ſuperior. to thoſe yohey cong opponents. in 
he roſe, alſo, in the name and as the repreſentative of 
his: people. The pains of diſſolution await them, 
and their bodies muſt be conſigned to the duſt; but 
he will bring them up with triumph and great glory, 
all reign with him for ever and ever, How 
ſhould this proſpect animate and enliven your f. 


if you have 8 n of his reſurrectiom. 


believed in bis name 
nen Lee will be yout ; orion, wha hab h. 
ignorance and contempt of him ! You, alſo, ſhall be 


raiſed; 8 will < awake to ſhame and everlaſting. 


You ſhall come forth, however re 


lactantly, and feel the vengeance of. that Almighty: - 


Saviour, , whoſe counſels of merey you rej : for 
then nothing ſhall © hide you from the e of him 
8 on the throne, and from the lerer of the 
be.“ May you now hear his vice, calling yun- 
to repentance; and, by the grace of his Spirit, may 
jou, who are © dead in ſins,” be quickened toge- 


gether with Chriſt !” So ſhall you be © raiſed up to- 
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ET” od, os our High- prich, 


0 Arxrzx ren the whole 6f our e 
Ws upon carte iis holy NA V miracles, 
5 doctrines, his ſi „ death, burial and reſut- 
NN might be wade to cloſe the account oft 
wis aſtoniſhing character. But it may tend to in- 
efcaſe the hope and Joy of, out ſouls, ta enquire, in 
What ſtate he now. dwells, and in what momentous 
1751 $ his re- aſſumed life is occupled., This opens 
and extenſive: ſubject, which m = enlarge ow 
"conceptions of his glory, and grace. is removed 
"to. the bright world above, but he has not relinquiſhed 
"the object, for which he became incarnate. There 
are thoſe even, here below, who yet maintain ſpirituib 
(communion with him, and whg receive Conſtant 
roofs. of his affectionate regard and watchful care, 
ity every reader be fo acquainted with. the Saviour, 
s to be a witnels of his power, faithfulneſs, and love, 
and recommend him to the notice and mich kation of 
8 We obſerve/, 
He aſcended into heaven. Various, types and 
phecies referred to this event. The entrance of 
Hi Jet high prieſt intò the holy of bolies on the 
day of atonement, was a ſtriking repreſenta- 


W and King. 


tion of the Meſſiah's going up:toappear.in. the imme- 


dite preſence of God . The exaltation. of the ark 
an * hill of Zion, prefigured the one: 


* Hebs in. 7, 815 2. a 1 1 
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Navid;. therefore, in many of his pſalins s Ted" from 


this very circumſtance to ſpeak in fuch elevated lan 


giage, a8 as ern oniy be applied to the mperta fubje&t 


* ved dds, both before au uſter his reſur- 
en, deſeribed his own: aſſumption. ln my Fa- 
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- ther's « houſs,”* faid he, are many manſions : I go 
to prepare (- — for you:“ leave the world, and 


go to the Father?“ I aſcend unto my Father and 

your Father, and to my God and your Goat, The 
tvent, which anſwered to theſe Secharations, Is is fe 

corded with great exactneſs. 7 


The Apoltles returned e 
the feaſt: of · Pentecoſt, and, being there aſſembled to- 


gether, were favoured with the preſence of their di je 
vine Maſter 1. He conducted them out of the city 
Ries af lhe, even to the confines of B 
. 
this interview, recei 1 
int inftrutions, PE, 
He charged them not to depart from r tin. 


they had obtained the promiſed influence of the H ee: 
. Ghoſt, | Fhey enquired,. whether he intended at — 


time to reſtore the kingdom to Iſrael; for they con- 
duded, that he was about to accompliſh ſome great- 

object, and till entertained the expectation of tem- 
poral grandeur and dominion, as annexed. tothe reign: 
of che Meſſiah. But, to reftrain their curiofity'about. 
the ſtate in which his Church ſhould be fixed, he ob- 
ſerved, that they were-not permitted to know the ſe-. 


eret purpoſes. of God: He exhorted them to attend 
ner ered wy re yy and aſſured them, that, as they 


the Goſpel to the ends of. 
— old n be qu ified for the ardu- 


om work burke utes ofthe $pirit. | 


7 Ph. xv „id. heil. 4 Jobn 23 r r. 17. 
He 


— 


nabe 


5 eee | 


the di | 
. — n nk Smit — of 2 mow 


| = with: w kindneſs in bis wouthe, he ab | 
parated 4 and aſcended up to heaven in a 
lo majeſtic manner. They beheld him rifingy ina a 
endid form, till at length their eyes could follow | 
him no longer: a bright cloud received him and he 
entered, wum a numerous retinue of Angels, and 
r their Joyful acclamations, into. his Father's 
1 Ove. b 1) 

; His difciples,. led with devouy, adiniration;. re. 
oh mige, probably fixed in prayer . — 
88 their exalted Bord and, Maſter, till 4% 0 f -his 
Fog attendants. came 5 inform them, that Jeſus 


6 was then taken, up. to. glory, would return to the 
55 2 at the ef time, with the ſame marks 
of dignity: triumph. othing more could be 


Wanted to con:irm their faith, or. 8 
2 to their. Lord's command, they took up 
at 1 where they continued to be 
= in all religious-exerciſes, till the Holy Ghoſt 
and by his miraculous powass enabled them 
* wg og to preach, and Propagate * en 

> haut the world.. 

Such is. the authentic relation, which.; is iven us, 
and with this account the hiſtory, of the four:Evange- 
its is cloſed, The beloved diſciple aflurss ut, that, 
out: of the numerous tranſactions of the Saviour, a 

3 y are Kleded, and that the ſole deſign of this 

narrative. the to induce men Re Is on Jeſus 

For. their eternal fal vation + 1. 1 great is their 

geryerſeneſs and ſtupidity; e. while they can-eagerly 
12 Bind to every. trifling occurrence, diſregard theſe 
— matters, ſo aſtoniſhing and fo W —— 


——— EN 


* 
- 


| eee ene obs  -} 

xs they ire Thie is worſe thah abſurdity; it is the | 
e of God. Alt 
thoſe, therefore, who deſpil@and reject hismetcy, ln. 

derod· td uem in the Goſpel of his: Son; will be leſt 

without oN’. Every artiele of this well-atreſted 

tecord will riſe up in judgment to condemn them. | 
E Bot what de ve cohelade from che event laſt ne 
tened ! Me obere. 
I. By iour Lord's alvenkda his dignity ws 0. 
e bee eurth us in the wood 
bo His triumph before men is reſerved for a 
ture but, when he went up to heaven, the ctw 

etal ines, who ſurroumd the throne of God, be- 
r / glor 5 waited: on him as bis: ſervants, and 
lang his 4 The chariots of God,“ on which = 
be then re 2 4 are! | 
thouſand; even thouſands of R 
David's ſublime deſcription, his e Roe 
him, and demand an admiſſion for the illuſtrious 
conqueror in ſuch words as cheſe, Lift up . 4 — 
EV. 


heads, O ye gates 3 and be IR up, yo-e o 
ny doors; and — . of glory . King of vt ale r- N 
uiry is * 1s ; 

94 is returned, „ Thie Lord, ſt — and 
#he Lord mighty in battle; the Lord of 
he is the King of glory t.“ The gates 8 
thrown open to'recave him, acclamations- of or Joy. 
ſhouts of loudeſt ſe are heard th the ce- 
eltial ; manſions.” The Father himſelf his 
2 and ſays; ;'« Thow: art my Son fit on 

t hand, until fi make thine enemies thy bock > 

throne; O God, is for ever and ever 4. 

'he holy Angels had beheld: with amazement their 
incarngts: od, ſuffering, bleeding, dying : but then 
they celebrated his triumph, hen they w, that ß J 
wann AN Ge dr rynns : 


Fial. lait. . | + waive 3a=z0s! | 


1 8. . 96H, 19. 


* 


ſtrate ourſelves, as guilty criminals, with unfeigned 


. 
* 


e of the ge- Grin, having ſold pri 


22 to receive power, and riches, and wiſdom, and 


| wk he now 
: the 2— merely, which, if intelligible, would be 
"The . natutm which was aſſumed in the vir 


milistion of Jeſus, and diſplay-- 


' which is above every name; that at 
_ every. knee ſliould bow, of 


85255 


. . — peace ; the bleſſings, chars cont 


2. B Our W | 
| ven is ſeourad for ll bis itt follower ct 
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made a ſhow: of them open · 
| be — .of them was ten thouſand 

| I eur Tor gave thouſands of thouſands, ſay. 
= with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb, that away 


er 


cb, and honour, and glory, and -blefling4.” 

y it becometh us upon earth to echo back this 

Wag dich wermeſt feder dicing ia that com- 

victory which gur Jeſus has obtained over fin, 

8 nen in that exaltation. 
e 

- The aſoenſion, of which we ſpeak, is not. that of 


nothing wondetful.; it is that of the Man Cheiſt Jeſus, 


ba apr ee croſs, was: raiſed to 


ven, and adufitted/ to a participation of the throne 
of God. Latonder to reconipenſe. the voluntary hu- 
-his ability to ſave, 
God hath highly exalted him, and given him a name 
name of Jeſus 
in heaven, ani 
ings ne e _— under the carth; and that 
els, that Jeſus Chriit is Loni 
of — yas oc Let us, there» 
Os bien in this fats of clovated Agde wit 
d adoration. Let us look up to him for grace, 


Em 


need, and which: he is able to beftow. Let us pro- 


| ſubjeQion at his feet, and we ſhall ſhortly be advanced 
preſence and hare his bliſs and glory. For we 


obſerve,” : vb ts: | 
| | n 


- c k 2% | + Rev/v: 33438. 1 Phil, fü. 11. 
Nen | r | up 
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FEY S only, but in that N 
p as their head and repreſentati ve. According to the 


- 26 pp Aran blood, and then too 
ow animating is the 


to all ht who; op eſſed at a ſenſe of their 
23 have © hoe frtgs ge to this gracious 
ta 


e 


and therefore —— into g 
after as 


lve' * He alſo declared, 
for"the encouragement of all 
ne of his croſs, «© To him that overcometh will 
fant to fit with me in my throne $.* : 


e 


. 
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is 2 pledge, at 
they ſhall not be caſt out: . Krall 4 


at; then, ſhould damp your joy, 
70 9.5 e have believed RNS 


l. fe now fitteth 1 This 


ring the kingdom for thoſs, whow 


hi que F 
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"x" 7 1 1 0 F 
© £4 % % 
1 


1 


1 


_ © we ſhould ſoon be delt in che ſublimity of the ſubjec. 


— 57 Tl right hand of God” does 
not imply, that He bas af corpre ſubſtance or 
=} | Pore ofa ee d as wi rh us orig hand ot 


| with men, 4s ee weep of honour. an 


in hcl I. Lyke aadi. 6g, & 1 Pet, iu. 22. 


R - 
ccnir ran ane rns | - 


_ mayeletive ſtrong conſolation: David predited,tha 
| his:Logd: Meffiah ſhould be fixed in that ſtate of high 
advaneement, till all oppoſition be effeQually ſabdueds; 
auch in various places of the New: Teftament,” this 
== is declared to be fulfilled in mote” He 
elf foretold it, even in his deępeſt abs ſement, 

when he ſtood before the Jewiſh-council, arraigned 
18 criminal: Hereaſter, ſaid he, “ ſhall the Son 
_of mn ſit on the righe hand of the power of Godt.” 
This wws not a; vain boaſt: the fact is ſufficiently 
atteſted by thoſe; to whom it was revealed. by the 
Font, et 4 he is gone inte heaven, and is on the 
right band of God, Angels, and authorities, and pow. 
e being made ſubject unto him 5). 

We not to deſcribe the glory of the celeſti 
Wich is ſo ſat beyond our comprebenhon, that 


ST OE TY ESE CENTS 
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Hit: is get diſſcult to underſtand ſomething of what 
meant to he conveyed, in the account of our Lord's 


2 


is exerted, "Ee 2 uled to denote 
Nin af Jer. The rg hnd 
t 


our ſtre 


8 
trollable dominion af Jehovah, The 


ew PS: 


- 


there igber in ances > * 
neareſt io the king, the right hand of majeſty, 80 fir Rete 
then, is cleat; that the ſtate, which our poſſeſſes Falk 
in heaven is that of ſupreme authority and molt ele- get, 
vated: dignity: : In that ſtate he ſitz, which un Ai 
"hi gnify no more than his continuance in it. But a "(gag 
An the; poſture! only of Him, who is 4 King di Por! 
inge, and Lord of Jords,” the words may be in 
ap gen the iden of his reign greatgek, 514 

| Ry rar "7+ duconalh os. AQs U. 34. 1 Cor. v. 1 - 
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| . 4 sus [CHRIST 7 1 1 2 6 169 f 
nds did, that Stephen, when ihe, beheld. * tbe 


wight-hand of. Goa it is replied, that the Savisur 

icht. 3 an wer ſolemu occaſion, appear 
＋ 8 as ready to aſſiſt him, as . 
'to 


lea to receive him r 
* A4 1 hat is the rand diſinRtion, 
what the-peculiar employment; of Jefus in his ex- 
- ahatond This is an intereſting ſubject; but it in- 
values ſo many thingy, which arg too high for us, 
1 eee our ſpeech by reaſon of A. 
Fe rere may advance a little. It is | 
< that he. is the object of worſkip-to all the: 
celeſtial bo: they fall upon tein them before his 
| throne, with profound adoration; We need not fear, | 
then,. to.1mitate their example, or to aſcribe to him 
© the kingdom, the power, and the glory. O that 
Ahe inhabitants of the earth may be-filled with ad- 


be attention of eie is not confined to heaven: 55 
ja bs Frogs are with the ſons:of men g. His 
Is on accompliſhing the work of love, 
2 he . Bae our nature. His Church is 
3 bis carte: far its ts enlargement, 
3 he n e and be on- 
ue to nens concerns conſummation 
N 71 When the grand ſcheme will be com 
„If we belong to this favoured ſociety, we 
OM buſineſs aha tore to tranſact with him 
6! ay." The great art of the Chriſtian lie is to 
Haintain ſuitable e towards: this:exalted Per- 
Poage, who “ ſitteth/ on 'the right hand of I” 5 
For e we ould'remembers' 149] 
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Jeſus © 5TANDING oa de 
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cure us free acceſs 


2 types Jeſus. L e — the vrit 
bf the temple, before the merc y-ſeat, on behalf of the 


of various offerings 310! top d entered into the 
| Holy place b his own od s.“ He has no need to 


8 1 and pruys, that as many as believe, 
E e arid to the end of time, 


may teceive the beneſit ! This ſubject is diſcbſſed at 
large in the epiſtſe 10 the 3 which contains 


ducted, we do not pretend to exp lain! He /afks, be 
_ claims, che bleflings, for which he died, and therefore 


' - exhibits his crucified! Body, which was ( a ſacrifice 


; ſideration this,. which muſt 
 Joice, chat it is urged in behalf of all thoſe, 0 0 other 


preme 
- found;guilty. What, then, ſhall prevent. our con- 
undertakes our cauſe; and offers a plea in our favour, 


and pardon, peace, and 
in the character of the Saviour, W til 


1. He is our High Prieſt, . 8 . 
1 our guile by an ato l eee 
unto us F wat) af 1 EVa-: 
of his interceſſion. / | ich Prieſts 


people,” and were required to Lear there the blood 


repeat the c "which de male 3 but but he pleads; 
i the 


ſtrong proofs and clear. Huftrations « of the es woo 
3 to the Saviour. 
: Jn what manner bis mediation in PSAS ol 1 Son 


rr 


to (od for a ſweet-ſtitelling. favour 7. A con- 
prevail : and let us re- ane 


faith call upon his name. 6 u 
The deſcription is a little vavied; * N is 8 
ſpoken of as our Advocate; for this repreſentation weng 


5 refers to judicial proceedings. We are ſummon- Mis der 
ed to appear in-coutt, and arraigned before the ſu- Wiz gf 


tribunal. We are put upon our trial, and Na Ch 
demnation, and the e eee Jeſus 


allegirig what he himſelf endured on the crofs. - Thus 


che arm of juſtice, ä 


are procure 
We ſhall never perceive any value or ſuitablenels 


® Heb. ix. 424. + Dpb. v. 26 | 
we 


ve re 1 
unfieneſs to ſtand before the holy Lord God. But 5D 

chen ws {hall rejoice in having ſach an One to mee. 
diate for ns,” through wham we may be confident 0 | 

5 obtaini -acceptance;' Thies will encourage us to 
„Hag therefore, brethren, boldneſs do enter 
into the holieſt by the blood of -Jeſus,—and' having 

an High Prieſt over the houſe- of God; let us draw 1 
near with a true heart, in full/affurance of faith 5. 2, oj 
We my every enemy, and challenge every c- | 
cuſer, de on __ ious-initerpoſition”oF our | 
Redeemer; ” lay any thing to the charge 
G God's clech'? It is God that juſtifietn. Who is 101 34408 
he chat condemneth? It is Chriſt that died, yea 3 
rather; that is riſen again, who is even at the * 
hand of God, who alſo maketh interceſſion for us 7. 
2. He is our great Benefactor, the ſource of all 
ſpiritual bleffings, 4 the author and finiſher of our 
faith.” He ſits upon a throne of 18 and exereiſes 
the moſt enlarged munificence. he * aſeended 
ax bighz” he received: giſts for men , the abun- gl 
tant influences of the Holy Spirit, which -would/.not {| 
. 99 5 
were beſtowed on the Apoſtles in an | 
neaſure: bee Church, all che light, 
length, and comfort, h any of his Neopie pode £5: | 
n- derived 3 5 one of us | 
it mo acco to the meaſure of the 74610 OM 
nd We . He is ——— — ol 
n- Mad therefore he alone can miniſter nouriſſinent, 
ſus Wor the pu of our ſpiritual ſupport, growihę and 
ur, Miuitfulneſs. He is the head, we are the members 4 44 
in hat cherefore — for f | 
ed; Pee. and protection. His faithful followers will 


a | — _ 
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e and ſay; Wenn "i | 


il ' Heb, Rom. viii. 33, vii. 85 
, 28 r. > Jaun xv. 5 Tea. L 5 
thy e .  Fulneſs 
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0 fulneſs have all we received ®.” O let W 


* the God of our alain 1.“ Thoſe 


72 treat his character with contempt or in- 
$f — that they are rich, and! in- 
goods, and have need of nothing; LG | 


who ſuppoſe 

mee 

| 25353 e 
in n .* | 

E 4. He is our King. To eſtabliſh. a. bietet 
the world, — > ext object of his incarnation, 
But he appeared in a fate of extreme weakneſs, and 
was treated with ſcornful inſolence. How diftere 


his fituation now! - - All power is given unto bin 


| in heaven and in earth $.” He reigns enthroned in 
glorious majeſty, « far above all principality, and 
8 and might, and dominion, and every name 
that is named, not only in chis world, but alſo in that 
which is to come g.“ The adminiſtration of the 
affairs of univerſal nature is committed to Jeſus, - The 
AREA: 2 ions of providence are all ordered according 
to bit ſovereign pleaſure. Our principal conſideration 


by | 5s, that he continues to . 


bliſking » kingdom of grace among men. | 
The human race are univerſally. en d in 2 


of rebellion againſt Heayen. Jeſus ſends to 

entreat their ſubmiſſion, and, perf rſuade them \to Jay 

down their arms. His minifters are , e 
calling to ſinners, in his name, ebe 

— Ged. and thoſe, to wham the „eee. 

eeffectual, are * made willin in the day of his 

5A Las ih Then they area amedof their paſt op- 

| poſition, and yield themſelves with unfeigned ſubjec- 

8 Hoa his diſpoſal. ; "They acknowledge the juſtice 

1 of bis claims ene approve of his laws 


6h 1. 06. + Pal. 1. 29. Ter. fl. 17. $ Matt, ui 18. 
. Ain re. 5 | 


% * 


| praiſe, and ſerve him, with our warmeſt affections! 
4 Bleſſed be 2 who. daily Joadeth us with 


SAS 8 


= 


IE adverſaries, by requiring them to be 


© fe5vs exwror: © 
Het ant ee 'at ene Vegulita 
their conduct by à regard to his will. e his 
peculiar ' people,” reſcued from the t nn of 
Satan, and tranſlated into the kingdom of — 
Happy, happy thoſe, who'thus refign themſelves to 
the Seen of the Prince” of peace ?”” Like 


ry e wich ſoyereign he diſpenſes to them à free 


pardon, wich out pa. exception: of perſons, he receives 6. 
em, under his care,” provides for all their neceflities, __ 


.. d defends them Kom at hoſtile aſſaults. In con- 
Fate 


ence of their attachment do him, they will be 


attacked by various enemies; and their conffict may 


e ſharp. But, as they Ac ju under his banner, he 
Yan ae to them the conqueſt, and not ſuffrr 
himſelf to be deprived of the meaneſt of his faithful _ 


| fobjeQs. Vouß therefore, who have vowed allegiance, 


be of good courage, truſt and rejoice | in his power, 


Hude and love. | 
le mult reign: till he hath put all n under 


his feet —— The expreſſion is taken from the cuf- 
tom of ancient warriors, who exulted over their van- 


Thus 


ns, and then treading upon their necks f 


will Jeſus triumph in the end, and prove 6 com- 


pleteneſs of his victory. All oppoſition to his grand 


. deſign ſnall be entirely ſubdued. The conteſt, which 
bis 1 maintain againſt Satan, ſhall ſoon de con- 


thided to their honour and unſpeakable felicity 5. | 


Their inward depravity, that & body of death,” un- 


der whictt they groan, ſhall be purged away, and its 


5 aſſaults experienced no more for ever J. 
Death, alſo, the laſt of their enemies, "ſhall be finally 


deſtroyed y. While their bodies are confined in the 
2 they appear to be under its domĩinion; but 


eſus has pledged himſelf for their reſcue, He will 


o Col. i. * + 1 Cor. xv. 25. 1 Joſh, x. 24. aer 
[vil 24, 25. + 1 Cor. xv. 26. 
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S ' raiſe. them ſrom che duſt, wind clothe chan ai ü 
= mortality. Then, ſhall be brought to paſs the 


gyn eve wry . 
IJ 
Hm.” many. a8 "refuſe apt to his government 


| hall diſplay his power 1 in everlaſting pu- 


niſbment. /. As the ve s of a .potter ſhall they 


he broken to ſhivers +.” Thus even the wretched . 


inhabitants of hell will remain an eternal monument 


- - 


of the abſolute and uncontrolable dominion of Jeſus, 


The very Devils ſhall feel the weight of his arm, 


| 1 and receive an inereaſe of torment for their oppoſition | 


tds his kingdom. It is his determination “ to ſub, 
due all things unto himſelf: and therefore it will 
3 be our wiſdom, as it is our bounden duty, to bow 


ih | to his ſceptre, and live in cheerful.obedience to his 
| precepts. O C kifs the Son, leſt he be an yy and ye 


| _ periſh from the way, when his wrath is Eindled but 
| dle! de r har aac brow 
eee e | 


tenen, . W 22. ien, 
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e Saab in carrying Ws, 
to N ;,2 plan, 
eqnceptions, but 
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re ee 
We San, form, = 
e * Ra 
3 ua 2 BY To 
ERS "and oye: This plan will fe 
1 Sec, and we ſhall be called upon to 
plate. it 56,30, 18 its various parts, with a degree 
Ig and and. in ee, e We, ate ,now inc 


, to. arge upon che grand ſcheme, "© 
providence, by 2 the government of Jeſus 
ſupported and advanced, till all o ppoſition be ſ ok 
dued, and his empire be univerſab* 1 5 the king- 
doms of this world ſhall become the kingdoms &* 
our Lord and of his Chriſt #,” We forbear to en- 
6 Sg what will be the ſtate. of things at that glorious 
period, when Jeſus, together, with his ſaints, ' ſhall 
teign upon the earth for à thouſand. years +. Let 
us endeavour to look Ft all the tranfactions, 
which are yet to take place 8 the preſent ſyſtem of 
things, to the ſolemn, cloſe. final conſummation. 


Let us direct our n to the ſeco adyent of | = 


our. Redeemer conflagration of this. terreſtrial. 
OW the = Ds hel the univerſal Judg- 
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1 ee CHARACTERS. 


ment, and the appointment of men to heaven or to 
bell, according to their characters. What awful b 
5 jects are theſe? Wund can read or think of them, 
_  . without the meſt ſerious impreſſions and earneſt 


prayers? // O Lord Jeſus Chriſt, grant that; at thy 
ſecond coming to judge the world, we may be found 
an acreptable people i in thy ſight ! 


Jeſus is already + poſſeſſed of unſpeakable I”, 
| ran all principality and pc 1 


and even worſhipped by the Angels, which 


his throne. Biit we baue remarked, that, tho 
de Lord of afl,“ his ma jeſty is not yet 5 
erdibited on earth. At * promiſed- return, how- 
_ © ever, his triumph \ will be celebrated; and his dignity 


acknowledged by all. The holy ſcriptures make 


Ra 5 frequent mention of that ſeaſon. It is 5 called © the 
8 | great day, for the events of every other are com- 
Paratiy y triflin Ig. It is < the day of God, herauſe | 


N will no 9 leaye ſinners to heir own 
ſovereign authority. It i is 
e the day of Chriſt,” ſince his character will 


1 3 de dj 9 «his enemies ſhall lick the duſt +>” 


&« every knee thall bow at his name, and every tongue 


IT 1 that Aly. Run is bs to, the” glory * 


od the a 
'T This, jos is ſtyled « 


| 5 Treat G od and our eek 2 e 


he deſetiptions of it are the moſt auguſt and exalted, 
"which can be conceived. Language Fails to give us 
any adequate ideas © of the divine mayeff „Which will 
* then, 'be exhibited 1 in the perfon of Jeſus © Chriſt. 
: 'M oſes could not behold the brightnels of his preſence 
upon mount Sinai: but his manifeſtation, at the laſt 
, - day, will be inconceivabl y more fplendid and magni- 
-, ficent._ Thus he himſelf ſpeaks — it, „ The Son of 
man ſhall come in the clouds of N in his glory, 
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| and in the glory of his. Father, d all the holy An- 


es with him: then ſhall he fit upon the throne of 
bi 2 3 and before him ſhall be gathered all na- 
Such, alſo, are the declarations of his 


5 1 + The Lord thall deſcend from. heaven 


with a ſhovt, with the voice of the Archangel, and 
with the trump of God. © Behold, be cometh wich 95 
clouds; and every eye ſhall. ſee him, and they alſo 
dich piereed him: and all kindreds of the earth 
thall il becauſe of him: Even fo, Amen ... 
What a grandeur will be diſplayed. in his retinue ! 
The celeſtial: world ſhall pour forth its inhabitants, 
to 3 their King; and, from the number. 
ſplendour 070 his attendants, we may conelude 1k 
2 of his majeſty. Thoſe © miniſtering ſpirits, 
who re as' *a flaming fire,” ſurpaſs in ſtrengthi and 
brigheneſs- all the conceptions we can form. Even 
one of this hoſt has been enough to confound} ſome 
of the holieſt men. What an ap r ee then, will 
beexhibited by the thouſands and miftions, who ſhall f 
8 de the triumph of the Saviour !' They do his 
e Ie hearkening unto the voice of his 
By: his direction they will proclaim the 
robe off for all mankind to ſtand before him, © _ 
ſhalt ſend his Angels with a. great ſound of a trum 
and they ſhall gather together his elect h. In 4 


woment, in the twinkling oft an eye, —the trumpet 


ſhall found; and the dead ſhall be raiſed |.”?. All 
that are in the graves ſhall hear his voice, and ſhall - 
come forth, they that have done good, unto the re- 

ſurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto 
the reſurrection of damnation 1. , © The beavens 
ſhall paſs away with a gteat noiſe, and the elements 
ſhall* melt with fervent heat, the earth alſo, and ü = 


works that are therein, ax de burned 1 2.16 


'* Mart." . 47; 10. 96% e 32. 5 1 The@: 5 15 | 
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at white no 
Fro ſits upon a face the earth and 
the e oo pw re there is found no place 
for mem. The dead, _ and * ſtand before 


„ and che books are ope 
Thus all, in that 1 an ale, ſhall be wit. 
beſſes of the honour of Chriſt ; but with bow dif- 
- © ferent affections will they meet him! There are 
thoſe, who, with holy exultation, will then ſing, 
« Le] this is'our G 3 we have waited for him, 
and he will ſave us: this is the Lord ; we have 
. waited for him, we will be glad, and rejoice: in his | 
ſalvation . 'Qthers, confounded and terrified at bis « 
 preſeuce, hall: ſay 4 4 mountains and rocks, “ Fall 0 
on us, and hide us from the face of him that ſitteth ; 
on the. throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: 
ſor the great day of his wrath is come, and who | 
mall be able to ſtand > Fer TH 1 
LE. The Lord Jeſus, then, at bis glorious 1 will \ 
Proceed “ to judge the world with righteouſneſs 4.” 0 
T0 this high office he is expreſsly appointed by the 
Covenant. It is committed to him, in order that the 
| dignity of his character may appear; * that all men 
-  - Hhould honour. the Son, even as they honour the Fa- 
ter f.“ It EEE to him, as the: ſove- 
_ reign univerſal Ing. ent, Wine a re of 


executive rtains to majeſty; and, 
.. therefore, fals, who ig. « appr of all, e 2 
/ right of exerciſing Judicature over wan, 
5 ien of the biects of that 
It wi one i pentast objects of 
day, to exhibit the perfections of God, which. now 
ſeem to be obſcured, and to vindicate his preſent diſ- 
penſations, the equ n which are fre- 
Juently diſputed and denied. Such is his amazing 
2 condeſcenſion, that he will ſubmit his general pro- 
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ceedin to aur * 2 on us to declare 
N tion. We fa 1 his dealings with | 

1 world are often 8 3 His 0 way is 


XX — 


"footſteps are not known “.“ foaliſhly preſume - 
" to. ſpeculate, cavil, and find fait; when we ought to 
nou, with patience and thankfulneſs, in his diſ- 

We may conſider him, as ſaying to each one 


| Fa us. What I do, thou 3 not now but 


ſhalt Know hereafter. . Every thing, even 

en, i may not be perfectly explained; Toke ſo much, 
at leaſt, of the divine 5 65 will be laid before us, 

as to convince us, that in all its parts it has uniformly 

been « holy, and juſt, and good.” For that will be 

the day of revelation of the righteous. judgment 


of God J. „ Under dark diſpenſations, therefore, 


when, our minds are perplexed with doubrs and fears, 


let us learn to wait fer clearer information. Our 


difficalties will ſoon, be remoyed, and our obj jectior 
apſwered. - The ſevereſt calamities; which believers. 


' endure, will appear to have been appointed in wiſdom, 


Kithfulpeſs, and love. They will. all with one voice 
ery ont, „“ Great and eee are thy Works, 
Lord God Almighty ; jus and true are . | 


_ thou King of ſaints 91 


Another 1 $41 to be effected i in "the judgment, 5 


and what our plan leads us chiefly to inſiſt on, is, the 
maniſeſtation of the wonderful ſcheme of redemption, 


in its various connections and dependencies, and the 


' public diſplay of the dignity, the work, and offices - 
il 


of the Saviour. Jeſus wi then de acknowledged 


4 qver all, God bleſſed for ever ||.” Indeed the per- | 
ſections, which he muſt neceſſarily poſſeſs, as ſupreme 


and adrecfat Judge, evidently prove, that he is ſu- 


Helios, to. * Creature. At ws ſage time, bas hu- 


* 
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. . -the uniyerſe, the print of 
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N miliation and ö gra ce will ſeem the more aſtoni iſhi 


- * 


When viewed in conjunction with bis glory. 


will be ſeen, not only as King of kings, and Lord 


* - 


_ . of lords,” but as © the Lamb, that was flain;“ nor 
will he be/aſhamed tg propole to the examination of 
myers * nails in his hands. and 
feet, and the hole in his pierced ſide, as the Certain 
marks of his crucifixion. '. _ ; 


17 


Te nature and conſequences of the trial, which 
will then be inſtituted, and the qualifications. of Jeſus 


1 


for bis high function, will appear from the following 


con ſiderations. Tit 05: 2h - £4 ae 5 + 16 


. mands of the lng, and of, the e the 
perſons arraigned, is culiar importance in 4 
: . | 

defect. He cannot be ignorant of the rule of duty 
Which he bimſelf came to enforce and erplain; nor | 


us poſſeſſes without any 


\ 


- - can he pothbly be miſtaken in the characters or con- 
duct of thoſe, who are ſummoned before him; Every 
Alſguiſe, which might blind the eyes of men, is re- 

moved in his preſence. No vain pretences, however 


ſpecious, cam deceive him; no falſe atteſtations ob · 
tain credit at his bar: for He ſearcheth the reins 


- and hearts 2. He may be pleaſed to admit the tel · 
timony of others, yet he ſtands in no need of theit 
information, He might convict or acquit, on the 
+ 1 1 of his on unerring obſervation ; every ſectet 


ing is noted down in his book, and be knows 


& every man's work, of what ſort it is. How 
different it is in mapy human courts of judicature, 


where the evidence may be ſo deſective, or ſuch 


eſeape, and the innocent ſuffer ! 1p 


: 


It will ke allowed, that judgment properly belongs 


00 Jeſus, if we obſerve, | 
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He 


tranifeſt his own holineſs, truth, and equit 
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"2s 1 However e * e 
che caſes, which are ſubmitted to their deciſion, they 
may derermine_under the mffuence; of corrupt _ 

"tives; ſb as to © condemn the innocent blood; and 
| "6 arcept tile perſons of the wicked e. But it bs 


not poſible, that Jeſus ſhould feel any prejudice or. 

artityy 'or be miſled by wrong affections. 4 Shall | 

not 5 ge of- all the earth 75 right 2 « Juſtice 

ment are the e . 75 is throne .““ 

He i 5 4 aithful and true, and in righteouſneſs be doth | 
8 4 There is ho reſpect ef perſons with 
. Accordingly,in claffing the numerous aſſem- 


thi tribunah he pays no regard to any other con- | 


ration than chat of their characters. For by 
2 te them one from another, Ss 2a 1 * 

his ſheep from the goats: 3 the 

ſheep on his right hand, but the wy  * 4, WY 
A very different ſentence awaits ck 255 1 


ſeriptions of men; but, even in that deciſion, he | 
will eondeſcend to declare the reaſons, Pk 2 he | # 


aumits ſome to his bliſsful preſence, in heaven, and 


dooms others to a ſtate of everlaſting puniſhment. 
Sch as have believed in his name, © completely | 
juſtified through his öbedience; yet he will ow, 
that they are ſaved conſiſtently with hls eternal love 
of righteouſneſs. It will appear, that they were re- 


newed after his image © through fanctification of the 


Spirit,“ which they had evinced by their habitual re- 
gard- to his will, and by their pious labours. He will, 
therefore, produce their good works for bis on 

ory, + / as well as the vindication of their charactert. 


enitent will be confounded by the horrors of = 


an — ing.conſcience, and by the fight of the Judge, 
who is nie to a their tn ware W 9 


es heat, a. nen- af + Gen: l. 25 1 kakhs. 
F | Row, 1 1. e 


7 


. i edeemed FP: e: not one, of that ſociety, can po 
bf 
into the joy of your Lord,” the. united force of th 


wor wer 
 - that CAPs 4. e from me, ye curſed,” 
e ? The mandate is a as being enforced 


; Fes e © ſhall be puniſhed 1 everlaſting « de- 
ructign, 
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alignant diſpoſitions. But he will, alſo, demon- 

* the der of their Mor tbl before the 
E= mbled." 8 erſe, by pu ly. exhibiting their ey 
negle& and Ea. of.cvery thing mh 

[6-577 71 80 e er tremendous that ſtate 

may be, to which they are awarded, none will pre- 

 tume.t0- „ * My puniſhment. is greater than I de- 


ve. oP 


W. con Ker nde the qualifications, 1 fer 


Meg oy 
AIRY WE? 855 5 —— s of our 


85 7 'of j Be dee would be £4; 9. and abſurd, if 
the jud 18 authority to execute his ſen- 
8 F 1 bears the ſword;: He js 
« the e Ade is bis hand, and high 
4 is Ae pod Whoever may be diſpoſed to 
t,of the the 81 0 e yet it muſt 88 

c relfe t his 220 0 e Wi 
int pete oth . ald be all reſi Mes for 
{ball dare to contend, th, Him? . tes of 

—. al be E at his command, is A ge. 


be excluded. If he ſhould ſay to us, (t Enter je 


whole e Forld tn unable to prevent it. His 
TMs, wi when he ſhall utter 


'Do. any complain, or refuſe to 5 ? Alas! to what 


r 


. Whoever, therefore, may wiſh or 
evade the ſentence, it muſt take place. 


S 


1 the: e the Lord, and from the W and 

is __ 90 1 him 

4s 4 72995 and maintain, that it is the prero- only 
eee of Jeſus to execute judgment, let us not forget - 

1 


e. 5, lr, . 1 2 The is 3. 


that 
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that “ every one of us muſt give account of himſelf 
to Him “. With all ſeriouſneſs and diligence,” let us 
« prepare to meet our God +.” Let us dwell upon 
the awful ſabjeR, that it may leave a deeper impreſſion 
This judgment will be univerſal, as extending to 
"the ae rational creation. The holy Angels will 
be intereſted, but we preſume not to explain in what 
particular manner, "They will be Euren together,” 
fo as to become one body in Chriſt with all his faints,, _ 
perfectly reunited under Him, and, probably, confirmed 
and ſecured in their happy and glorious ffate for ever f. 
The fallen ſpirits vwill brought forth for public 
trial and condemnation. They are © reſerved" in 
everlaſting chains under darkneſs unto the judgment of 
the great day $.” The baſeneſs of their character, and 
particularly their malignant oppoſition to Chriſt. and = 
his people, will then be manifeſted ; and they will be 
conſigned, on the cleareſt grounds of equity, to thoſe 
N e of horror and deſpair, where © there ſhall be 
weeping, wailing, and gnaſhing of teeth.” 
© But the proceedings of that day are deſcribed, as 
having a peculiar reference to our world: and it is a 
conſideration of the utmoſt moment to ourſelves, hat 
get individual of the human race will be ſummoned. 
We muſt all, appear before the judgment ſeat 
Chriſt |.” What an immenſe concourſe ! It muſt 
baffle / oür calculations. Adam, and his numerous 
progeny, even to his lateſt deſcendant, muſt ſtand to- 
ether at the tribunal; nor will any one in that vaſt 


: 


33% e e he eds 


8 


ce. embly'paſs unnoticed. How awful the thought! 
le- ach — will be examined, with the fame Fifties 
the and attention, as if no other were preſent, and feel. 5 
1 himſelf not leſs intereſted, than if his on were the 
„ xe tobe de l. 
| |: 1 e eee een n 


| 0 Rom. xiv, 12. - , + Amos iv. 12. © 1 Eph. i. 10. Col. i. 26. 
| - YJude6 I 2 Cor. vo 
This 
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2K This Juggment, then, will be particular, as extend-. 


Ang tot 


The whole of our actions will come under a cloſe in- 
ſpection: Yes, even thoſe, which were carefully con- 


God ſhall bring every work into ju ns” with 


| be,evil®,” It ſhould be remembered, alſo, that the 
intercourſe, we have had with each other. in conver-, 


E Every idle word that men ſhall ſpeak, they ſhall 


[Nay further, Jeſus, who ſearcheth the reins, takes no- 
- tice. of the thoughts, affections, deſires, plans, and 

_ . Jurpoles,. which haye never appeared in outward 

Fffects. He declares, © There is nothing covered, 


| Have: to do, let us not content ourſelves with mere: 


ſchemes, unfolded to the vie w of the aſſembled world? 
Does not the very apprehenſion of it cover us with 

_ . confuſion. elpecially. as the event of the trial is fh 
- |. This judgment.is final, The eternal fates of al 
mankind will be decided beyond the. poſhbility of a 


| frequently find it.neceflary or expedient to reverſe the 
+. ſentence, which they have . paſſed.” But reaſons of 


norance and weakneſs, cannot influence-the proceed- 


— k — 


— 


f 
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j miputeſt circumftance of our lives. The 
accuracy of ſuch. an inveſtigation may juſtly excite the 
moſt ſerious apprehenſions. Who can endure it? 


from the obſervation of our fellow creatures 


every ſecret thing, whether it be good, or whether it 


ſation, will be ſcrutinized with, the ſame” e e ö 


C 


gre account thereof in the day of judgment f.“ 


that ſhall not be revealed; and hid, that ſhall not be 


xegularity,. or an external decency of conduct. Can 
we bear. to have all our imaginatious, wiſhes, and 


change. There can lie no appeal to any other tribu- 
nal. It is the defect of human judicatories, that they 


EF 


policy or mere compaſſion, which ariſe from our ig- 


„ Ecclefs l. 14. + Matt, l. 36. 1 *. 26. 8 
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in e ee 
F ſin- 
nere, who ſhall be condemned by che r 2 
of al. When he ſhall ſay to his e, 

* Come, ye bleſſed children of my Father, they will 


have no reaſon to dread an alteration in his diſpoſi- 


tions, or @ diminution of their happineſs, ' No further 


Fe probation will de : but, the day of grace 
: being*cloſed, all nalkind will be confgned 6 to a ſtate 

t of bliſs ot miſery, and that for ever. The great f 

e 


3 will be fixed; ſo that it will be i Att +3, eee 
. I % to the other e. ESE, 
E tt remains only that we enquite brieſſy, — all 
U follow the ſolemn tranſactions of the laſt da 

5 is ſubject will conclude our ee ot 8 
ws rafter of Jeſus. © © Ther cometh the end, whey 
4 dal have gehvered up the Kingdom to God, even 8 
of Father; when he ſhall have put down all rule, and all 
d, -oltbotityyand power: for he muſt ill he hath 
= put all enemies under his r - importaht 
55 work, which he undertook, w 


of the —— prepared for them, and 
3 of his government being entirely confounded: 

ind-variquiſhed; -'There will, therefore be no further 
occaſion for the offices of Mediator, Advocate, arid: 
Intereeflor ; becauſe” the grand: — for which, 

were firſt aſſumed, will then be 


mon, which is nom veſted in the hands of Jeſus; hal! 


the after. Tue * 2 V. ll mediato-. 


be given t 1 n bv 
1 e people of Chriſt, ä his - 
8 care, fall Poſſes loch a perfection of purity, that lis. 


 »® Luke i. 26. +'3 Cor, u. 24,3. 


1 gracious. | 


ly they wilt ceaſe. The poniſive dn. 


— 


A | be. bares ry his - 
ere: e; being brought horn and in full +l 


be again delivered to the Gadheady En - | 


— 


1 11e 8 


graciqus- agency, in repreſenting them 
_ thrones; will he ao: longer: neceſſary. 
look tothe Father, and he to us, only gh 
. Interpaſition of the Redeemer. But in heaven there 
will be; this gratul difference: we ſhall come to God, 
as it were immediately, like the bleſſed Angels, who 
ions in no need of one to introduce of plead for 
em. Thus (Call thi s being ſubdned untohim, then 
Lethe Son alio hi be ſuhject unto Him, that 
. all thin 3 him, that God may be all in dle 


us, as Mediator, fhall retite, acknowledging that 

is authority had been delegated: the globy of the 
Deity ſhall . ſeen —— a veil; all worſhip and 
benour ſhall be aſaribed to Jehovah ; and the univer- 
menen 1 


th : Oy re 1 70 
5 255 is Confollod a bee dee ed a1 
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ty ariſes}: om our to arm clear 
ſyita e oneeptions of the divine eflence; and of 
| +4hat union of the two; natures, which ſubſiſts in the 
perſon of Jeſus Chriſt. We cannot order our 
Ec: reaſon of :darkneſs:4”: but let us wait 
and eee ee what we profane 

explain. + is 20 eng ain . 
NN 1 praperly be ad en the 
reſignation of the Redermer's 1 to diſproxe 
bis Ggadhead, 7 equality with the Father. 
As well might ve maintain, that the Fatheriis at pre- 
ſent ſubordinate, becauſe © He hath committed al 
| judgment unto. the Son f. This ſurrender df Chriſt's 
der ge let to the truſt, inveſted in him as: Mediator; ; 

* > is, auen nom, 1 a 

4 5 ee e his Mr — tha roo 
pPoſſeſſes ſhy. Ou Re%y which we can 
| ih aſcribe t Deity. + Theſe he cannot deliver 


1 zu. 28. derem. a. 1 Jobo v. 22. 
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Father and the Haly Ghoſt, the ane ſolf· exiſtent e- 
hovab, - Mall reign for ever and ever; and of his 
dem there ſhall be no end s. 
| will, likewiſe, continue to enjoy throughout 
120 uliar honour, even in his human nature. 
He wi al be . as Immanuel, though 
not as Mediator. He will remain the head of his 
people, and the ot will be conſidered as in Him, ſtand= 
ing before God only by virtue of his blood, and his 
obedience unto death. The throne of the iy ah as 
well as of the Lord God, ſhall be in the new Jeruſa- 
lem, and his ſervants ſhall ſerve, him f. The . * 
which is in the midſt of the throne, ſhall feed them, 
and ſhall lead them unto living fountains of waters f. 
Thus *© his name ſhall endure for ever 5. The very 
man of Nazareth, who was crucified on mount Cal- 
raty, ſhall poſſeſs a ſtate of glorious exaltation, even - 
when'the plan of redemption is completed, and ſhalt _ 
be the object of everlaſting admiration, love, _ 
praiſe, amongſt all the hoſts of heaven. 
Do we not burn with eager deſire to participate of 
their bliſs, and join in their ſong ? Then let us ac- 
quaint ourfelves with the character of Jeſus; for no 
man cometh unto the Father but by Him. Let us 
pray, that we may have clearer and more enlarged 
er. Wl conceptions of his worth and excellency: for ho 
re- mall a part do we yet perceive ! Indeed, in our hi : 

all fate of advancement upon earth, our views will be ob- 
0's WI cure and contracted. O] what rich diſcoveries are 
or; 
bez 
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reſerved for the eternal world, to which we are haſten- 
N ng! Do we not exult in the confidence, that the vein 
oh Wl Wil be ſoon removed, and we ſhall “ ſee the King in 
y bis beauty? Then ſhall we cry out, with holy — . 
hat as the queen of Sheba, * Behold, the half was. | 


e Luke i. 33. + I 4 uh, 3 t vii. 15. 1 bud. la. 175 
r not 
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den | 
not told me.“ But, Gul the little which: we now 75 
underſtand, may we be excited to love him wich our bet 
_ warmeſt affeQions, and ferve him with unwearied vi. x 
our and delight, till we be admitted into bis beatific 1 
3 to — with by 
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miniſtry flood by bis croſs. W 


Artes conſidering thelife of the Redeemer, we 2 
ay be diſpoſed to treat with indifference every other „ 
hiſtory, as being, comparatively, of little i N 
Yut, as in the ho cater world, though we look not im- 
mediately to the ſun, we behold the effects of his light 
in the brightneſs of every object around us; fo we 
may diſcover the grace ad: glory of Jeſus in thoſe, ' 
; whom he illuminates, and; from the view of their ex- 
» ae e enen per e Agree 
crab Eo . | 4 
We now rad eee ee e ee : 
the perſon, to whom he ſtood moſt nearly related in 
the fleſh. - We contemplate: his virgin mother, Who 
ws not only < bleſſed among women,” but honoured- 
above all the crowned heads, which were ever diſtin- 
guiſhed on the earth. We cannot, indeed, in ſpeak ' 
s concerning her, accommodate” ourſelves to the 
.  Wiiperſtition' of Romiſh devotees; \ They dare to ad- 
Ibs her in fooliſh and idolatrous language, as if ſhe 
ted the diſpoſal of all ſpiritual bleflings, and even in 
eaven could command her Son, upon the throne. of 
ws glory, to anſwer their petitions. It is ſaid, that 


they ofer as many prayers, if ſuch Che be b 
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to the holy virgin, as to the Lord God Almighty. 
Abhorred be this worſhip of a creature! 

Nor do we attend to any abſurd traditionary legends, 
Hut enquire mere] rely, 2 may. learn from her ex- 
ample, as recorded {criptures.”” A very ſhort 

1 account is given us: perhaps, this eircumſtance Was 

deſigned to check our vuin cutioſity, which mi 

Lead us to propoſe many unprofitable queſtians. ,- 

no norhiog; of her parentage, except that the * 

_cbeded in n direct line from David: otherwiſe the 

could” not have been the mother. of the promiſed 

Meſfiah. It appears, however, by numerous proofs, 

that her ſituation in life was obſcure, though ſhe ob- 

tained the high honour of introducing the Saviour into 
the world, that peculiar honour, to Wand: the = 
women of old moſt eagerly aſpired.- 

It had been foretold, e Redeemer Gold et 
ods our nature, and ſpring from the royal fa- 

Dons its meg e 


born of a pure virgin . 
Theſe predictions att fulfilled." The ges 


—_ nealogy of Ma is carefully in order to 
3 | ſhew her reg cher! as e fries ly fre ſo low-had 

_ — bouſeichiw funk; chat ire'was in « rely 
mean condition, being eſpouſed to Jſoſeph, à poor 
o was himſelf alſo of extraction. 
| | She Keil remained immaculate; though betrothed ; the 
marriage not being conſummated, when ſhe. was ac» 

_ quainted with the gracious deſigns of heaven 

| The Ga carried her the Ware 
| | tat th 154 God hot nt EO 
deſigned to above her ſex 7. 

5 1 and — extraordinary could 
5 2 aſtoniſhment and confuſion in het 
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be y dured of Godin eoncelving and 


2 den, -who ſhould proye no other 2 Fw 
Redeemer} and elta the f 


in the world. Mary expteſſed/a admtra- 
e che meſſe ge porn bo: and {> bly her 
own virginity, which in her lend K ely to de- 
feat the intention- The An agel chen dechred expli« 
e pts eg mgm ery hay der in 
ee * / the immediate operation . 
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lizabeth-was: in a ftate of pregnaney at mt 
en time, through a miraculoùs influence, re, 
ferred her to the Almighty power of God, which can 
| g 4% 3 icculty, and accompliſh thoſe 
es, which we ma ner to be impenbie. 
Mary preſumed not to d wich the heaven vf. 
ww — replied ory by teſtifying her humbſe and 
acquieſcetice in the Lord's appointment. She 
ed herſelf to 9 of God, deſiring —_. 
© beſubletyient to his Will. 
hat an amiable pattern of meekneſs, faith, ank 
mißt on, i is here exhibited ! She-credited the divine 
nellage, and expected the completion of the qr 
n this confidence, that God can do every thin | 
vil-ſurely perform what he has faid. Have we le n- 
ac in like manner, to ceaſe from our vain objections, | 
ui depend upon his declarations with unfeigned ſim- 


een He his poker; and with what petulance 
Owe demand an explanation! The many curious 
queſtions: we propoſe, and fooliſũ cavils we raiſe; 
der te our ſhare, at we de e 


Niere... te 


P the Waser Sens upon the 
n was great, ſne was called miraculous con- 
tion to a peculiar meaſure of patience and reſigna- 
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e obſerved fürther, that ber 


plicity ? With what reluctance do we reſt upon the 


Aae to * * it — F 
likely . 


_ | ices zhich . Letus 
enquire, Whether we can, lay fincerehh, and withoy 
reſerwe, in, whatever,ay" God is pleaſed to intimate 


nisation with her. deyout relatives. 
mitted to . delightful interview between-two 


x ſome 2 inſtructions. . They were — 
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and pious women, whoſe converſation. 


with the Holy Ghoſt, and ſpake in the moſt 
rapturous and elevated manner, praiſing God and com- 
; one another. Elizabeth; received her with 
i I her as favoured aboye her ſex; and 


i Accounted herſelf highly honoured i in entertaining ſuch 


j ſeemed to be overpowered. with admiration 
and broke forth into 
tude, and adoration. . Her' 
bears a ſtriking 16 * 
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we feel ſomething of Mary's devout and ardent affec- 
tions, and each one be conſtrained to cry out for him- 
elf, My ſoul doth magnify the Lord, and my ſpirit 
hath rejoiced in God my Saviour,” Gop My SA- 
vIioUR,——how aſtoniſhing, how delightful the myſtery! 
She exulted in the hope of obtaining redemption 
"through the incarnation of this divine Perſonage, 
more than in being his mother according to the fleſh, 
dhe declared, indeed, her wonder and thankfulneſs for 
the honourable office, to which ſhe was appointed by 
the high and lofty One, whoſe name is holy; and 
then proceeded, from the conſideration of her-own 
Nate, to obſerve, that it is God's general plan, both in 
his providence and grace, to exalt the lowly and abaſe 
the proud, ſo that none may glory in his preſence, 
She concluded, as ſhe began, with admiring and praiſ- 
ing him for that grand ſcheme of falyation, which he 
was about to accompliſh in remembrance of his mer- 
cy, and in performance of his promiſes to the ancient 


ers. | ; b 
Let us call upon ourſelves to bleſs the Lord for his 
Wen for how great things has he done for us! 
We ſhquld adore him, particularly, for the gift of his 
dear the unſpeakable benefit being deſigned to 
extend unto us as well as unto Mary. But who feels 
any warmth of gratitude on this account? Are we 
properly aware of the advantages, which Jeſus came 
to beſtow? If not, how ſhall we “ magnify the 
Lord?“ Nay, may not thoſe, who are the favoured 
odjects of his grace, be juſtly aſhamed of their ſtupor 
and inſenſibility, even while they gre taking words of 
| thankſgiving into their mouths ? by | : 
WE Mary continued with Elizabeth three months, and 
then returned to her accuſtomed reſidence at Naza- 
reth, Her ſituation, being diſcovered, muſt have 
expoſed, her to many ignominious cenſures, had not 
Joſeph, to whom ſhe was betrothed, been directed 

Vorl. JV. | K | by 
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1794 
a meſſage from heaven to receive her for his wife s. 
He complied immediately, believing the account: of 


the miraculous conception, and, probably on that 


ound, abſtained from all carnal knowledge of hen, 
il the birth of her illuſtrious Son. 
When the time of her delivery drew near, both ſhe 
and her huſband removed to Bethlehem, whete the 
ions av of their anceſtors formerly lay. An ex. 
prophecy required, that the Saviour ſhould be 
pry there t; yet they had not contrived the journey, 
with any intent to fulfil the ſcripture : they were 
called' thither by the command of the Roman Em- 
peror, for the purpoſe of a general enrolment . In 
that event we perceive and admire the over-ruling 
hand of God, who can accompliſh his own deſigns 
by means the moſt improbable, It was ſo ordered, 
therefore, that, during their continuance in that 
town, Mary brought forth her child. And in what 
circumſtances of meanneſs and 1 She had no 
friend to receive or attend her, and not only was ob- 
liged to ſolicit accommodations at an inn, ut, while 
others obtained a preference, ſhe was' too poor an 
| Inconſiderable to gain admiſſion into the houſe, She 
took up her abode in the ſtable, and there, without 
| ce or an comfortable conveniences, endured 
the pains of labour. But ſhe was miraculouſly 
ſtrengthened for the difficulties of her ſituation; in- 
ſomuch that the herſelf performed the neceſſary offices 
for her new-born Son: “ ſhe wrapped i him in (hap 
ding clothes, and laid him in a manger,” 
While we contemplate the ſituation of Mary, the 
mother of the Saviour, we learn never to look upona 
ate of indigence with contempt. Let not the great 
and opulent boaſt of the grandeur of their houſes, furni- 
ture, or retinue; nor let the moſt neceſſitous com- 
plain of their mean accommodations, We perceive, 


„ Matt, i. 1-25. + Mic. v. 2. 1 Luke ji, 17. 
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that ſome of thoſe, who have poſſeſſed the higheſt ex- 
cellency of character, and whom God hath moſt ho- 
nourably diftinguiſhed, were placed in obſcurity, and 


often ſuffered the deepeſt diſtreſs, This ſhould abaſe 


the pride of the rich, and draw forth thankfulneſs and 
praiſe from thoſe, who are in loweſt circumſtances, _ 
It ſhould ſeem, that Mary was of a contemplative 
difpoſition. When ſhe had received the account of 
the ſhepherds, to whom the nativity of Immanuel 
was announced by a meſſenger from heaven, ſhe 
« kept all theſe things and pondered them in her 
heart *.“ And, while ſhe endeavoured to derive 

iritual improvement from an attentive regard to 

ſe extraordinary occurrences, doubtleſs her faith 
and hope, her gratitude and love, were enlivened and 
increaſed, - Thus, alſo, it is incumbent upon us to 


. treaſure up in our minds the declarations of God's 


word, and the diſpenſations of his providence, which 
will furniſh us with matter for deyout and profitable 
meditation. Is this what we practiſe? Are we not 
ſtrangers to religious retirement, examination, and 
tecollection? And is it not owing to our levity and 
diſfipation, that we make little or no advancement 
in divine knowledge and holy principles? 2 
After forty days Mary appeared in the temple at 
Jeruſalem, with her infant Son, deſirous to yield a 
punctual compliance with all ſacred inſtitutions +, 
die came to preſent her firſt- born to the Lord, that 
he might be conſecrated and redeemed, according to 
the expreſs injunctions of the law t. She came, alſo, 
for her own purification, and offered the ſacrifices 
appointed for that purpoſe ; one, as a tribute of gra- 
titude for ſafe delivery, and the other, as an acknow- 
lelgment of finfulneſs. But ſo low was her rank in 
life, that ſhe could make only ſuch oblations, as were 


Lake li. 19. + 22—39. f Exod. xiii. 2. Numb. xviii. 15, 16 
N | K 2 admitted 
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= admitted in caſe of great poverty *. Let not an at- 
= tention to the outward rites of religion be cenſured 
= and condemned as fuperſtition : it is indiſpenſably re- 
quiſite, and perfectly rational. But alas ! our age is 
marked by its bold contempt of divine ordinances, 
« Will a man rob God ?“. This is indeed a robbery 
of the moſt audacious kind, yet not unfrequent. How | 
many reſiſt the expreſs claims of ſehovah, and refuſe the l 
ſervice which He requires ! But let theſe arrogant k 
deſpiſers of the laws of the Almighty know, that he WJ , 
d 
c 


will reckon with them for preſumptuouſly denying or 
withholding his juſt demands. + 
At the preſentation of the infant Saviour in the 
temple, the aged Simeon delivered a remarkable pro- 
phecy. The pious mother and her huſband ftood 
with devout aſtoniſhment to hear the words, and re- 
ccive the benediction, of that venerable faint. But 
was warned, that her honour, in bearing ſo il 
luſtrious a Son, would be accompanied with painful 
trials, and her. joy imbittered by a participation of his 
extreme afflictions. A ſword,” ſaid Simeon, “ ſhall 
pierce through thy own foul.” This, doubtleſs, was 
exactly fulfilled : fo that, conſidering her tenderneſs 
of affection and quick ſenſibility, we may conclude 
that her relation to Jeſus was the cauſe of inconceiy- 
able anguiſh to her mind. Such, in general, are al 
earthly advantages. They excite the envy of others, 
but produce very ſharp diſtreſs to the poſſeſſors. O 
not anxious to obtain, and be afraid of valuing too 
highly, any temporal diſtinctions or enjoyments ! Fat 
which is the object of your deſires, may be as a ſword 
to pierce your ſouls, Y A 2 

IX Mary's troubles ſoon commenced. She ſaw, in- 
deed, the wiſe men from a diſtant country pay their 
adorations to the child upon her breaſt , expreſs 


* Lev. xii, 63, 4 Matt. ii. 11==23. 
acknowledging 
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acknowledging his high dignity. But ſhe was imme- 
diately obliged to fly for his preſervation. The tyrant 
Herod ſought his deſtruction; and therefore the holy 
family were directed by an Angel toretire into Egypt, 
So long and tedious a journey, in thoſe circumſtances 
of poverty and danger, muſt have been extremely 
painful, On this occaſion, Mary ftood in peculiar 
need of faith and patience. Egypt, however, the 
yery country in which Iſrael had been oppreſſed, now. 
offered a refuge and a hiding-place to Iſrael's Re= 
deemer. In due time, the death of the furious perſe- 
cutor being announced, Mary, with her little houſ- 
hold, was conducted from Egypt, under the immedi- 
ate care of Heaven, and again ſettled at her own city 
Nazareth. 2 

We, alſo, may be ſituated in the midſt of great 
perils, and required to move from our accuſtomed re- 
fidence, which may excite feelings of ſevere diſtreis. 
But if we move in the path of duty, and go forth at 
the_calt of God, we may and ſhould poſſeſs compo- 
ſure and confidence of mind. The Lord himſelf will 
be our guide and defence. Like Mary, we may be 
baniſhed from the ordinances and people of God ; yet, 
even then, He can ſupport and comfort us, and abun» 
dantly compenſate our loſs by the rich communica» 
tions of his Spirit. Let us wait / his time, and follow 
” directions. He will deliver us, and call us out of 

6 725 | 

Mary continued to dwell at Nazareth with Joſeph, 
in a mean and obſcure condition. But ſuch was her 
pety, that neither the expenſe nor the fatigue of ſa 
long a journey prevented her from attending the an- 
mal celebration of the paſſover in Jeruſalem *. At the 
ige of twelve years Jeſus accompanied his parents to 
dat feſtival ; upon the concluſion of which, they return- 
© whilſt he remained in conference with the doctors at 


* Luke ii. 41—51. 
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the temple, They advanced to ſome diſtance on 
the road, before they were apprized of his abſence; 
and did not diſcover his fituation till the third day, 
after making a painful ſearch. His mother expoſtu- 
tated with him on his conduct; and ſuch were his 
anſwers, that her mind was deeply impreſſed by his 
words; ſhe did not clearly underſtand them, but 
« ſhe kept them in her heart.” Learn, you, who 
have the care of families, to bring them with you to 
the houſe of God. Poſſibly, you may there receive 
the moſt ſerious and ſolemn inſtructions, which you 
do not comprehend. Preſume not therefore to ræject 
or deſpiſe them ; but, like Mary, keep them in your 
heart, till, by meditation and prayer, you obtain the 
knowledge of their important meaning, + 
When Jeſus entered on his miniſtry, it is proba- 
ble that his mother uſually accompanied him, and 
that her huſband Joſeph was then dead, as no fur- 
ther mention is made of him. Upon one occaſion 
we find her, together with Jeſus and his diſciples, 
attending a marriage at Cana in Galilee *. Ob- 
ſerving a defect of wine at the entertainment, ſhe 
applied to her Son, having been a witneſs of his mi- 
racles in private, and expreſſed a wiſh, that he would 
exert his power to ſupply the want. For that haſty 
propoſal ſhe met with a rebuke, but was not treated 
with any diſreſpe&t, Jeſus intimated, that it was not 
her part to dictate, at what time or in what manner 
his ſupernatural operations ſhould be perſormed. But, 
if ſhe had been raſh in the motion, ſhe diſcovered an 
amiable meekneſs in ſubmitting to the reproof, and 
a ſtrength of faith, likewiſe, in till encouraging the 
expectation, that he would provide for the neceſſity. 
We do not aſſert that ſhe was a perfect character; 
and the incident, juſt mentioned, as well as other con- 
fiderations, will ſerve to ſhew, the abſurdity and im- 


* Jobn ils 1-11. 
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piety of 1 to her as the Church of 
ome does, that ſhe would interpoſe her authority, 
and command her Son, Tf ſhe was wrong in at- 
tempting to direct his works on earth, it is prepoſ- 
terous to imagine, that ſhe ſhould control the diſ- 
al of his bleſſings, now that he is exalted in glory. 
e rejoice, that we ſtand in no need of her inter- 
ceſñon, fince we are allowed a free acceſs to the 
Saviour himſelf. Without applying to any creature 
for an introduction, we may go to him immediately, 
and confidently look for a favourable reception. 
When Jeſus removed to Capernaum, Mary con- 
tinued with him *, It ſhould ſeem, while he was 
preaching in that town or neighbourhood, ſurrounded 
by a large audience, ſhe and ſome other of his near 
relations, apprehending danger, probably from the 
excels 'of his zeal or the deſigns of his enemies, 
wiſhed to call him away from ſuch. a ſituation +. 
Being informed of their deſire to ſpeak to him, he 
took the opportunity of declaring before the people, 
that he felt no ſtronger attachment to- his mother 
and brethren, merely as natural kindred, than to all 
his faithful and obedient diſciples. He meant not to 
ſlight ſo dear a parent, but to encourage and animate 
his followers by this very ſtrong, expreſſion of re- 


rd. | 
1. Ä to have valued his inſtructions, on 
which ſhe conſtantly attended; and doubtleſs ſhe had 
the ſame need, which we ourſelves have, of his teach- 
ing and falvation, While, therefore, we obſerve her. 
ſitting at his feet, like an humble ſcholar, we ſhould 
learn not to deſpiſe the miniſtry of his word. None. 
ſhould. willingly abſent themſelves, whatever be their. 
luperiority of wiſdom, or attainments in piety. Though 
ve ate not favoured with his perſonal preaching, yet 
us. own, inſtitutions are eftabliſhed among us, and 


* John ii, 12, + Matt, zil. 4650... 
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in them we may enpect the divine pads and 
bleſling. O, why we we negligent, ſince the duty 
Ii indi penſably required, and the advantages, promiſed 
to every believi e- TAs are great? Are we 
| not deſirous to obtain tlie tokens of his affectionate 
regard, and to be accounted as his brother, his fiſter, - 
or his mother? But this high privilege is granted 
only to thoſe, who wait upon him with . 
ſincerity. 7 
TE. When dur Lord celebrated his laſt paſſover at Je- 
ruſalem, Mary was his attendant; and, probably, he 
was witneſs to all the ignominious treatment and * 
cruciating- tortures, which he there endured, On 
| "_ preceding occaſions, ſhe muſt have experienced. 
ry pungent diſtreſs, perceiving him to be ſo ge- 
l « deſpiſed: and rejected of men.” But the 
view of bis laſt ſufferings muſt have been painful 
| beyond meaſure. She faw Him, of whom the Angel 
Gabriel had ſaid to her, © He ſhall reign over the 
houſe of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there 
ſhall be no end, bound as a priſoner, tried and con- 
demned as an atrocious 1 
phemer, expoſed in to a profane mob, 
and nailed to the N there to — * expire 
amidſt the ſhouts and inſults of an immenſe multi- 
tude of all ranks. We know not, what her conclu - 
ſions were; but th 3th, doubtleſs, ſhe experienced the 
truth of .Simeon's prophecy, and felt a ſword piercing 
her very ſoul. Yet, cough her grief was extreme, 
we read not that ſhe ſtaggered through unbelief, 
At leaſt ſhe did not deſert e dying Saviour ; and, 
probably, her ſteadfaſt adherence to him ſubj her 
| iGO danger : She © ſtood by the croſs .. 
. comfort, however, was adminiſtered to her 
in that ſituation of diſtreſs. The gracious Redeem- 


er, amidſt all at ee Fe looked 
„ John zi 2-27. | 
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n the tendereſt abecden and, having no 
worldly property to leave, conſigned her to the care 
Sion of John, his beloved Apoſtle, © Wo- 
man, faid he, „ behold thy ſon:“ — that time 

ſhe took up her abode with John, and, as if ſhe had 
been his on mother, was treated with all filial re- 

2.1 "The ſetiptures have related nothing further ot 
hiſtory, except that ſhe continued to aſſociate 
with the diſciples, aſter our Lord's aſcenſion, and 
joined in their exerciſes of devotion . It is thou ght, 
that ſhe died in John's houſe at Epheſus, and it has 
been believed by ſome, that ſhe ſuffered martyrdom. 
for the faith of Jeſus. But theſe, and other tradi- 
_ accounts, are not to be depended on. 

Of 'this | there - cannot remain a doubt, that ſhe: 
poſſeſſed an eminent degree of grace, and that, after 
enduring much for Him, who was her honoured Lord 
and Saviour as well as her dear Son, her ſoul was 
received up to his preſence in heaven. There ſhe 
now beholds his glory, in a brighter manner than ſhe- 
could have done upon earth, and there ſhe will reign, 
with him for ever. Yet to that bliſsful inheritance 
ſhe is admitted, not as being the mother of Jeſus,. 
but-on-the-very ſame grounds as the-whole Church. 
of God, bein hag en, the blood of the Lamb, 
and fandtifed y the Holy Ghoſt, She will, there- 
fore, rejoice in her ſpiritual union Sich Chrift, mares 
than in her natural relation to him, and en it a. 


vor privilege to have known him by faith, than. , 


brought him forth into the world. 
"Dan See He tk Mary was not aſhamed or 
afraid to ſtand b the croſs, let us enquire,. Are we 
ile of Jeſus? Are we 
willing „ re thing for him? If we can 
— x and our all to his diſpoſal,. he 


will yrovde for ur bord fre, as he did for; 
Acts i. 14. 


K 3 that 


tht 


co difficulties and dangers! We mourn for the 
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that of Mary. But ah! how few will profeſs 
attachment to him, when it is likely to ſubject them 


cowardice and treachery of the thouſands, who. deſert 


his ſervice; and we warn all, who are called by his 


name, that, if they will not ſuffer with him, 


mall not reign with him, and that, rns — 


he alſo will deny them 5. 

_ There are thoſe, perhaps, who, . in envious ad- 

miration of ng honour conferred upon the holy 

virgin, may ſay, as a certain woman did to Jeſus, 
leſſed is the womb, that bare thee, and the paps, 

which thou haſt ſucked +!” We would remind 

them of our Lord's reply upon that occaſion, © Yea, 


rather bleſſed are they that hear the word of God, 


and keep it.“ To you, then, who hear his word, 


we propoſe the queſtion, Do you keep it? Does 


it excite your ſerious attention, or retain a place 
in your remembrance? What is the value you 
it upon it; or the influence, which it produces? 
oes it regulate your practice, as well as enliven 
hopes? Had not ſuch been its effects with 
ary, her caſe would have been wretched and deſ- 
perate, notwithſtanding all ne had done or ſuf- 
ſered for the Saviour. 
It is far better, 8 to poſleſs A ſpiritual 
knowledge of Chriſt, and an obedient” regard to 


him, than to ſtand the foremoſt among his natural | 


kindred. You, who have believed in his. name, 
are become the ſons and daughters of the Lord 


Almighty, and ſhortly ſhall de admitted into the | 
ence of | Jeſus, where ou will enjoy more de- 

15 im, than ever was, or 
could be, vouchſafed to his holy mother upon earth. 


ightful intercourſe with 
O rejoice, and give thanks for the diſtinguiſhed 


\  bonour, to which you are called! Determine, with | 


* 2 Tim. U. 12. + Luke xi. 27, 28. 


- - =. © 
* 
. 


Immer MARY: | 20% 
Saint Paul, to . know no man after the fleſh,” and 
never more to boaſt of any worldly connexions. 
Nay, if you could claim an any carnal rlaion to te 
Saviour himſelf, you ſhoul place no dependence 
upon it but pray, that, being being joined to. him by 
his Spirit, you-mnny now be conformed to his i image, 
and aum 
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bim for money—deflroyed himſelf. 
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HAviNG concluded the hiſtory of the Saviour, - 
we may now pay a more minute attention to ſome 
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of his chief companions. Twelve perſons were ſe- 


lected to be his intimate 
counſel, and appo 


inted to the high and important 
office of the Apoſtleſhip. All theſe were upright, - 
and eminent in holineſs, excepting one: an indelible 


mark of infamy/ is left upon the name of Judas 


Iſcariot. The eleven others had their failings, but 


Judas poſſeſſed nothing truly good: he was wr 
throughout, unſound from firſt to laſt, a fini 


huypocrite, who, under the cloke of religion, on 


.' favourable appearances or reputation for ſanctity. 
Even in a ſacred function, with admired gifts, and 


cealed the baſeſt principles. Though a follower, 3 


preacher, and an Apoſtle of Chriſt, he felt no lincere .. 


regard for him, but ſought only to make gain of 
godlineſs. F | 


This is a tremendous ſubject, and ought to excite | 
t ſearchings of heart. The character before us 


s as an awful admonition, not to truſt in any 


acknowledged uſefulneſs, we may act as traitors to 
the cauſe of Chriſt, and finally 
later the diſſembler with God will 


5": 


heavenly 


riſh. Sooner or 
be detected, and 
receive his juſt reward. © Every plant, which our 


- 
* 
AS wes Bw cc .. cc. c dd on 2 


e no =. 


Ar 


JODAS' ener. | 205 
We ben war uns ſhall: be rooted 
| 10 5 Thus alſo the Saviour declares, © Many. 

het 8 Lord, Lord, have we not 
ed in thy aas? and in thy name have caſt. 
bus ene in thy name done many wonderful... 
| _ And then will 1 profes unto them, I never. 
you: depart from me, that work iniquity +.” 
ary us 5 ourſelves ; ny our 105 
nen « without partiality rom tl fl 1 
7 my be ne {ir om 


took — p 10m | Kay 

the — ſeems to have been under the 

influence of that baſe principle, & the love of 

Probably, he aſſumed a religious profeſſion from ſe... 
27 —— He might be — with r 0 

of Jeſus, led to expect conſiderab vantage 

from the ſervice of a Maſter, who had all nature at 

| his command. Or, under the ſuppoſition of our. 

Lord's erecting a a temporal dominion, ms grand in- 


1 1 g 
; . 67 Cu 
and appointed to. be an Apoſtle, by Chriſt himſelf. 
Nay, he appears to have received as full and extents. 
ſive a commiſſion, as the other eleven, and to have 
rey” porn the r See e — 3 
| to bis charge, then, we may co Ke 
that he-went forth to preach, the kingdom of God. 
from town to town, and teſtified lr 
which he underſtood not for himſelf. He healed 
n T 
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volence, and even caſt out devils, while be Ma go 


remained the ſlave of Satan. 
In the deſignation of Judas to this faced: ace, 


dur Lord was not impoſed on. He well underſtood, 
What w the miſcreant's motives and purpoſes, and · 


foreſaw the whole of his future conduct. It may 


ſeem wonderful therefore, that he ſhould chooſe him. 


We tonfefs,- thoſe are moſt awful diſpenſations, by 


which , hypocrites and perſons of baſe characters are 


brought forward to miniſter in holy things, and poſ- 
ſeſs power in the Church. Yet theſe: caſes every 
| where occur, and the Lord does not prevent them; 


nay, he fo orders things in his providence,” that they 
muſt infallibly take 5 He does not influence 


any man to do wickedly; but, though he continueth 


he is pleaſed to allow ſinners full opportunity 
S and accompliſhing their own: _ 
Fhus he dealt with Pharaoh, king of — 
thus he deals with many, who are ny the worſt: diſ- 
Poſition, at this very time. He raifes them to ſitua- 
tions, in which they are capable of doing extenſive- 
miſchief, diſgracing, oppoſing, or corrupting the Goſ- 
pel, nich they profeſs to patroniſe or — Vet 


wiſe ends are anſwered: the extreme depravity of hu 

man nature is more clearly demonſtrated, the faith. 
and patience of the ſaints are tried and improved. 

and Gvd himſelf manifeſts boch his forbaarance and 


his juſtice. eb 
3 and his diſciples, in Weben camara, 
had one common ſtock for their ſupport. Fhis mo- 
ney was committed to Judas: he carried the bag, 
which contained chiefly the charitable contributions: 
of others, who miniſtered: unto them. He was in- 


houſhold, and bought in their proviſions. It was 
not much which they poſſeſſed; yet Judas took-care 
to embenale ſomething for himſelf, n 
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bad ſought and ae the —— 
practiſing his diſhoneſty. 
| "Out of-rbeir ſmall fand, it ſhould ſeem a part was 
deſigned for the poor. But Judas made his advan- 
tage of the kind intentions of his Maſter : while he 
was ready to ſecond every propoſal of relieving the 
neceſſitous, he contrived to app 77 gw the alms to 
his gun uſe. Juſt beſore the laſt paſſover, when 
Mary, \Latarus's ſiſter, anointed: the feet of her 
dear Lord with coſtly perfumes, out of the warmth. 
of her affection, | Judas raiſed the objection, and 
complained with the greateſt vehemence, Why 
was not this ointment ſold for three hundred pence, 
and: given to the poor? We might have con- 
cluded, that he was a man of extreme tenderneſs and 
UÜberality : but this was a baſe pretence. He felt 
not for che 3 of his da eee he 
wilhed! the opportunity te be to him- 
ſelf e pence. . 
Hypocrites are generally very cenſorious, and for- | 
ward:to:condemn the fervour of zeal as extra ? 
Many likewiſe, gratify their own: penurious diſpo- 
ſition, While . allege their l 6 of making 
z-reſerve for — purpoſes. They would be 
compaſſionate and kind, bi yet conſult 
Gh, how ot 


. how they ſhall enrich themſelves. Alas! 
with a heart enſlaved to covetouſneſs, it is difficult 
to be ſtrictly honeſt. The ſtrongeſt barriers are 
inſufficient:ts reſtrain fuch a temper, and hence it is, 
that the moſt ſacred truſts are frequently betrayed. 
Men break through every ſolemn obli in, in order 
do obtain a paltry ſum: and they hoard up gold 2 
flyer, cc the ruſt of which ſhall be a witneſs 
mem, and ſhall eat their fleſh, as it were fre . 
Let not that, therefore, be cenſured as a ſinſul or Fs 
| e e is laid out in the cauſe of 


* # Joha xii, 13. * 1 James v. 3. 


a 7 
ww 5 


: 
2 


# + 
At 


20  cxcnrwwprvune CHARACTERS, 


Chriſt, and from love to his name. We plead not | 
for waſte or profuſion, but, on the 22 incul- 


cate with the view of promoting ; 
benevolence. Let not charity, however, de. 
a mere pretence : let it appear in liberal exertions, - 


'Fhere is a ſenſe, in which we may n 
dividual among us, You carry the by are in- 
truſted ens" Lord's money. eſume not to 
ſpend the e upon yourſelves, nor yet refuſe to 
_— to the 1 uſes. Remember the injunc- 
tion of ſter, © that you ſhould give ome- 
thing for the poor . Ahl in how many 0 
ey, prove unfaithful ſtewards ! Though you ek | 
20; es there no juſt claims, you.” 
/ Ordo you not reſemble the tens” by 
afting Nom far Aderent motives in ſecret, than. Coke F 
which you profeſs before the world ? _} 
Judas, probably, practiſed much caution. and; re. 
erve in his behaviour, that he might conceal his real 
character, One fin may prevent or counteract ano- 
ther. A covetous man, merely through parſimony, 
abſtains from that kind of ſenſuality, which is ex- 
een z and a hypocrite, e fear of detection, 
ſtudies to avoid open and groſs immoralities. Such 
an one muſt throw off the — before he can aſ- 
ſociate with the profligate and profane. To main- 
tain his reputation for ſanctity, he will conform to 
many religious obſervances, which he - diſlikes, and 
t himſelf under painful reſtraints. In this reſpect 
8 re. 
ſuſpicion of his brethren the Apoſtles. Alas! we 
apprehend; that ſome among ourſelves may aſſume 
and retain! the gard of piety, with no. better diſpo- 
Fi 3 Vet we allow, bw we 1 
any unfavourable concluſions againſt in- 
. 
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we ſhould cheriſn the moſt charitable hopes of each 


other, as far and as long as we can. But though 


there may be much infincerity, which is not diſco- 


vered among men, © all things are naked and opened 
unto the eyes of Him, with whom we have to do 8.“ 


Our Lord, being perfectly aware of the character 


of Judas, more thun once deſcribed his caſe, re- - 
proved him for his baſe deſigns, and warned him of 


his danger. - This very circumſtance aggravates his 
ilt; as he ſinned not in ignorance, but againſt 


dlemn admonitions, When many diſciples with-' - 


drew, and it ſeemed dubious whether even the 
Apoſtles would remain, - Jeſus exclaimed, „ Have 
not I. choſen you twelve, and one of you is a devil?” 


And this, the Evangeliſt obſerves, he ſpake of Judas 


Iſcariot, who had then, probably, formed the ſcheme 
of betraying his Maſter 7. e 


At the laſt ſupper, when Jeſus waſhed the feet of his 


. 


dileiples he declared in the ee yo them all, that there 


was one of unſound character in their company: . Ve 


are clean, ſaid he, “ but not all: for he knew who 


ſhould betray him * And again he affirmed, I ſpeak” 


not of you all; ow whom I have choſen: but 
that the ſcripture may be fulfilled, He that eateth bread 


with me, hath lift up his heel againſt me.” Then, 


with expreffions of deep diſtreſs, he repeated the 
warning, that there was treachery among them, and” 
that he ſhould ſoon be delivered to his enemies through” 

the baſe perfidy of one, who fat with him at the 
table 9. His information became ſtill more particu- 


lar, and his reference to Judas too clear to be doubtedꝰ 


At the ſame time, he added a * 
tion of divine vengeance againſt the wretch, Who 
hould dare ſo perpetrate ſo borrible a crime. ' 2 


mi. 20-029, Mar. xiv. 17—25. Luke xxil. 14—43 . 
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4 Judas was not ignorant from the firſt, that he was 


the perfon meant; for the diabolical plan had been 
previouſly laid, and he waited only for an opportu- 
nity to carry it into effect. But did not his Lord's 
 admonitions terrify and confound him? Did they 
not, at læaſt, divert hio1 from his purpoſe ? Could 
he be ſo obdurate, as to perſiſt in his reſolution, and, 
with his eyes open, ruſh on to everlaſting deſtruction ? 
Ah! what deſperate hardneſs of heart; what ex- 
treme madneſs was here! The traitor, as if he 
were unmöyed, and unconſcious, of thoſe dęſi 
which were imputed to him, dared to aſk, « Maſter, 
is it 1?” and immediately Jeſus replied, that he was 
the very man. Yet even this, it ſhould ſeem, pro» 


duced no alteratiooo . 
_ _ , His impious effrontery will appear the more aſto- 
niſhing, if we allow, what is highly probable, that 
Judas, as well as the reft, partook of the Euchariſt, 
or the ſolemn-ordinance of the Lord's ſupper *. But, 
being aware. of the extent of human depravity, we 
ceaſe to wonder at any enormity. Rather, we are 
amazed at the forbearance of our God, who could 
ſuffer one of ſo abandoned a diſpoſition to trifle with 
and profane his. moſt ſacred inſtitutions. Similar 
caſes occur among ourſelves : nor can they be en- 
| tirely prevented by any exertions of ecclebaitical diſ- 
cipline.” The Lord permits hypocrites to proceed 
to ſuch lengths, for the diſplay of his own juſtice 
in the final iſſue. With hearts full of all unrighte- 
ouſneſs, they may frequent his houſe and table: but 
. at; laſt they will have to render an awful account of 
theſe their religious performances, and 4 receive the 
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I they be plainly warned by their friends or mi- 
niſters, this, alſo, will aggravate their guilt, and 
- conſtitute a heavy charge againſt them at the day of 
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judgment. O that would liften to the repre- 
ſentations and Arab of their faithful monitors ; 
that eee pauſe, and conſider the event, and 
not perſevere in defiance of everlaſting perdition ! 
Tris u favourable ſign, when men examine themſelves, 
and pray earneſtly ro be delivered from all duplicity 
of mind and —— Then are they le 
likely to fin vr to periſh as the traitor did. 
4 Oar Lord having frequently declared the approach 
of his on death, Judas probably began to fear, that 
all his ſchemes and expectations of worldly advance- 
ment would be defeated, and wiſhed to obtain the 
beſt compenſation poſſible for his diſappointment. 
The infamous wretch, therefore, entered into a con- 
tract with the Jewiſh rulers, to betray his Maſter 
into their hands for a trifling ſum; and from that 
time he fought an opportunity of doing it in a pri- 
vate manner *. It is ſaid, that he was inſtigated by 
the Devil; but this is not to be conſidered as any 
ercuſe. Satan, doubtleſs, takes advantage of our 
evil inelinations; and he may be permitted to aſſiſt 
us in eontriving and executing our projects: yet 
the guilt is entirely our own. As it was Judas's 
plan and deſire to procure money, Satan ſuggeſted 
this method of gratifying his wiſhes, and continued 
to urge him to it, till the iniquitous purpoſe was 
After the ſolemn admonitions of Chriſt, Judas, 
inſtead" of relenting, gave himſelf up, without re- 
ſerve, to the influence of the accurſed fiend; and, 
eben rea being ſuſpected and diſcovered; 
e proceeded immediately to perpetrate his baſe de- 
fign f. According to the plot, which had been laid, 
he conſented to conduct an armed band of ruffians, 
in order to apprehend his Maſter f. He knew the 
den wat. 14—16. Mas 235 10, 11. erf; . 
ohn xiii 27-30. 1 Matt. i. ar. XIV, | 


3 eueren, 
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225 where Jeſus had been accuſtomed. to 
devotion, and where he himſelf, — had fre- 
pntly joined: with him in prayer. O how different 
— for which he now repaired to Gethſemane! 
He undertook to be a guide and aſſiſtant to thoſe, 
who were filled with murderous rage againſt his Lord, 
Mik chis intent be went up to 5 and,. pretend 
ing reverence and love, ſaluted him. That was the 
appointed yn; for-ſeizing him: and thus, by the 
did of a perfidious Apoſtle, the Saviour was betrayed 
4. 3 bands of wicked men to be exucified and 
* We view the tranſaction with amazement and 
horror, The fin of the traitor:is marked with pe- 
culiar aggravations. We are ready to aſk, Is this 
the treatment, which the — bd and hol Ja 
deſerved? Or ſhall we wonder at the tion of 
mme ignorant and openly profane, when one of his 
moſt intimate aſſociates riſes up againſt him? Do 
not the ſormer profeſſions of . and the ſacred 
funion he ſuſtained, render his conduct the more 
Mtg ea OA —— 
poctite,. or a baſer ow pun · 
ä the reproof, addreſſed to him, Betrayeſt thou 
Son af man with a kiſs??? Convinced as thou 
art of his bigh character, how canſt thou favour the 
deſigns of 15 enemies? Or why doſt thou aſſume 


= maſk; of. friendſhip, in order to practiſe thy vil- 


3 F 


Wbat is the advantage propoſed? Is Jeſus 
| bartered away for thingy. pieces of ſilver, the 
bs mfg rr, row — is 1 
| given up for ſo mean a conſideration? 20 

There e ways, in which we ourſclyes 

. +/+ aAtheſamediabolical part. While we pretend a hi 

regard for Chriſty we may expoſe his cauſe to con · 
tempt, embolden blaſphemem to vent their impiety, 

and even teach them to do it with ſucceſs. 1 

bas be merited ſuch a -roturn for all * 
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Or; ſhall we ſo inſult him, as to cry, 4 Hail, Maſter,” 
at the very time when we entertain the baſeſt in- 
tentions againſt him? What have we found in his 
decided adverſaries, which ſhould-induce us to eſpouſe 


and promote their intereſts ? Are theſe the m 

with whom we — | 8 5 whoſe hands we 
would ſtrengthen? Can we, then, prove, that 

ſormer — principles are * that Joſus 
win not make good his engagements? Or what 
emolument do we expect from the oppoſite party? 
Alas l it is not poſſible, that they ſhould offer a 
equivalent, any proper compenſation for the i 


loſs; we hall incur by our perfiuyp.. 
Judas, perhaps, conſidered not what would follow 


He might imagine, that his Maſter would eſcape out 


of the hands of his enemies, as he had done before, 


But be that as it may, when he ſaw him condemned, 
200 bur to be Waibed ee - Me croſs; bis cbniei- 


ence was alarmed, and he felt inexpreſſible horror 
for the atrocious deed which he had committed“. 


Ati what would he then have given, to have re- 


voked his bargain? What comfort did he receive 


from the thirty pieces of ſilver, the wages of his un- 


money in his poſſeſſion, but immediately reſtored it 
tothe Jewiſh rulers, declaring his heinous guilt, and 


righteouſneſs? He could not bear to retain "the 


the anguiſh of his ſoul, for delivering up an inno- 


eent perſon to fall by their violence. 


And did not thoſe furious perfecutors relent, when 


they heard ſo ſtriking a confeflion? Did they not 
tremble for themſelves, and endeavour to reſcue the 


holy ſufferer? No: they remained obdurate. But 


the traitor, unable to ſupport himſelf under the con- 
victions"and terrors of his mind, caſt down before 
nem the bribe which he had accepted, and inftant! 
fled „that he might put an end to his wretch 
life, x Ho wen and hanged himſelf.” Probably, 
the place which he choſe for his own execution, was 


„Matt. wil. 3—10. 


7 


* 
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bn L precipice, and the rope, by which be was ſuſ- 


pended, failed: for & falling headlong, be burſt aſun- 


| "Gr in id midſt, aud all his bowels guſhed out #,” 
Thus, it ſhould ſeem, he lay a miſerable ſpectaele, 
and a public monument of God's vengeance ; as the 
fact excited general notice at Jeruſalemm. 


What an ignominious and lamentable death l 


| follower and Apoſtle of Chriſt | How fooliſh, as well 


as, wicked, the expedient, by which he attempted to 
releaſe himfelf from his acute anguiſh! He went ( to 


bis own place t, the place, for which alone he wat 


fitted by his diſpoſition and conduct, where his ac- 


e 3 will continue to torment him with 
eat and uninterrupted horrors, and 


hg he "oy LES exhibited as an example of divine 
juſtice for eyer.' It had been good eat con 


h if he had not. been born. mt 


But is. it not ſaid, that he e Vente ſama 


accounts he was ſorry for what he had done. Shocked 


with the dread of conſequences, he made confeſſion of 


bis guilt, and reſtored his impious gain But he + 
| poſſeſſed not that & godly ſorrow, which i worketh 
repentance to ſalvation not to be repented:of . He 


diſcoyered no proper humiliation; he offered up ng 
petition for mercy, | Under extreme miſer ee 
remained full of vile affections and revellion againſt 
God: and this will be the caſe of every one, who 
« ſuffers the vengeance. of eternal fire. The man- 


ner of his death proved, that he was not a penitent: 
he died in the actual commiſſion of ſin, and of that 


fin, which, from its nature, excludes repentanee. 
He died. as a murderer; £4 eee 
derer hath eternal life abiding i in him . 

From ſuch a precedent, will any aner to 
plead for ſuicide? We obſerve, that Satan generally 
tempts men, who are a burden and nene 


Ar 18,75. 125. ta Cox, vll, 20, 57 Joba il. 15 


ſelves, 
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ſelves, to ſeek relief by this expedient. We therefore 
warn them to conſider, whither it will lead. You 
wiſh to fly from /preſent pain; but you are ruſigg 
joto that, which is infinitely more intolerable 121 : 
eternal. This the Devil tries to conceal, or perſuades 
you to diſbelieve, till your ruin be unavoidable and 
remedile&,” Oliften not to his ſuggeſtions ; for © he 
is a liar * O lift not up againſt yourſelves the hand 


of violence, which would render your falvation imm 


po Cry to God with inceſſant importunity, that 
would extend his mercy, and communicate peace 
to your fouls. Though you fear it is too late, we 
would encourage your application: many, whoſe 
caſes ſeemed deſperate as Fahy have obtained fort 
giveneſs and comfort. Only conſerit to make the 
trial, and wait upon the Lord. At any rate, dare not 
to meditate your own deſtruction: ſurely it will be 
ſoon" enough to enter upon a ſtate of never-ending 
ne. mage God himſelf ſhall give you the ſuit. 
r I EIT GT 4 RET STS 

That we may be impreſſed with an abhorrenee of 
depatting from the faith, let us contemplate, more 
re conſequenees of the apoſtaſy 

ä udas 27885 13 * 2 

1. He involved the faithful diſciples of Jeſus in d 
diſtreſs. Thoſe, who had been attached to the Goſ- 
pelj would be ready to ſuſpect the truth of their own 
principles, when they obſerved a zealous preacher _ 
totally-renounce them, and even fell his Maſter to his 

enemies, © for filthy lucre's ſaxe. This circumſtance, 
prabably, ſtaggered the Apoſtles themſelves, and in- 
creaſed) their confuſion, when they all forſook their 
Lord. Vou, who love the Saviour, cannot but 
greve more than for any temporal calamities, for ſuch. 
inſtances as this. Y ou lament, that the Saviour is 
© wounded/in+the:houſe of his friends.“ You be- 
wail the perſons, who thus “ draw back unto perdi- 
ton,” and in whom all your fond hopes are diſap- 


diiſcovered, ſince one of the preachers of this new 


8 » . 
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-pointed. You are to fear, that the 
r r 


5 | . that you yourſelves, alſo, in ſome evil 


— minds. God will plead his own cauſe, and vin- 
ars ſecure in his Covenant. He will not e 
caſes, we allow, are painful, but they ought not to 


chery of Judas was no other than a completion of 


offence cometh v. 


that opinion by the conduct of Judas, It might then 


dtereſt. Thus it is now. Apoſtates bring the Gol- 
Auracy of infidels. The Lord, in righteous judg- 
a LN for oppoſing that truth, which they hate. 
4 3 which ſo many, after long trial, — re- 


nounced. It ſhould ſeem, that the — zealous ad- 
vocates for the faith are all actuated by ſiniſter mo- 


Anſoundneſs: we may judge 
ben NY th 


aliens” prevail rhaps, you tremble under an ap- 


of temptation, ſhall © fall after the ſame exam. 
ple of unbelief. But we entreat you. to compoſe 


dicate his honour: He is faithful, and therefore. you 


real believer to depart and periſh, as Judas did. 


our firmneſs. or your hopes. We are fore- 
of them in the —— even 3 


xal expreſs predictions. © It muſt needs be, - that 
offences come; W ir ANFpl 1 


= * — afforded ied eres <6 
had they repreſented. the Saviour as a 
N 1 A Long probably, they were confirmed in 
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he aſſerted, with ſome plauſibility, that the —. Was 
religion had forſaken it, and come over to, their in- 


pel into contempt, and increaſe the prejudice and ob- 
ment, permits ſuch occurrences, as furniſh men with 


exclaim, therefore, The whole ſyſtem. is 4 
ion: there can be no real value, at 


tives, ſince ſome of their company have betrayed their 
— from the 


x 0 Matt. xvili. „ | | g 3 Mu P Gy | 
« . - | - : 
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Wil von hear, hat may he aid in reply Af _- 
| hols: very, pefſons, who hayd deſerted Chriſtianity, 
aſk them ſeriouſſy; Who ate in the right ? In gene- 
nab they are conſtrained to bear a deciſive teſtimony 
in favour of that religion, which they have r 
quiſhed, and to condemn themſelves. This Jade did. | 
Man any, allo; like him, bave-ſhewn- the greateſt horrors 
for their. ſin, and A pit mee Their ce, 
12 =i joudly re the: folly and madneſs of bY 
| forſaking the s of God. + That, . that num. 4 
: 5 af thoſe;” ho profeſs the faith, have never ele 
ts influence;! we confeſs and-lament; But fill « the ; 
dation of God ftandeth ſure.“ If, indeed, it be 41 
bx to judge of a whole ſociety from certain indivi 
duals, iert is vo ſuch thing: as ſincerity in the wo 
Then all the Apoſtles were vile impoſtors ; and Judas 
added the maſt.i boneſt part, when he threw off the 'P 
aro But this, we ſuppoſe, will not be aſſerted. 
Let us view the apoſtate once more, and obſerve. © 
3. He E drought « 1 himſelf aggravated miſery and 
ruin.” We have ſeen, ti it he received no comfort 
from the money, whicn he ſo .cagerly deſired. 
« Boks \ not in the day of wrath &: 2 ym 1 
ur unrighteouſneſs, frequ the f 
5 55 of their — 20 7 e an- 
guiſh and diſmay. Thus, alſo, Saint Paul teſtified, _ 
The love of money is the root of all evil: which 
while ſome coveted after, they have erred from the 
Kath, and r themſelves through with many ſor- 
rows +.;* In various ways God can afflict and puniſh 
— I while he ſuffers them to accompliſh their 
wiſhes. He can render them ſo much à terror to 
themſelves, that they ſhall & chooſe ſtrangling, and 
death rather than life.” But the moſt tremendous. 
Cilplay of his juſtice, - in the perdition of ungodly 
men, is reſerved for another world, where hey ſhall 
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Tec en witch ard pray: 
of chole ſnares; by which others have fallen. Let us 


be ſerious and upright, renouncing every 
— tons with God. A double. 


| 
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A 


their's: F 
Bonet ede exrtiderations den our fears? Then 
1 and let us beware 


1 . 


carnal mo- 
tive in our tranſi 


© minded man is unſtable in all bis ways s.“ But, tk. 
and-aim 


ing hold of che Covenant in Jeſus C 


At the divine glory wich ſing leneſs of 
and be 


yy the power 
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, intervitu 
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ed and zealous atiinuant arne 


er—flept in Gethſemun: 
ook 2 ret 


with Poſer ofter the refrrethon. 
of -natural 1 


pears even among t ty vis ps the grace 


God. Each man's pecul 


7 


itate, 
— ee 10 unſeaſonable exertions of 1 1 y 
Ins dats, Hopyeys ee 


and extenſive uſ uſefulneſs. 


TIES 


ry — 


judge wiſely, often want Aer fo 17 
rl which are neceſſary Me corn 


will evince the propriety of thele remarks. "Of 
the perſons, who accompanied our Lord, 1 
more conſpicuous than Saint Peter. has been 


„ now ſed to our eonſiderati 


"al 


. the r of r. Apoſtles, and not improperly, 
for. he generall forth as their leader in every 
tranſaCtion., The 2 excellence of his character, to 


which 4 himſelf gave the ſtrongeſt pra i 


, 


our eſteem, We muſt admire bis warm . 
L2 1 attachment 


ee, 3 
74 wh 
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attachment to his | Maſter, his fidelity, fortitude, and 
vigour. Yet we allow that he had failings, and on 
ohe melancholy occaſion was betrayed into very dif. 
Honourable conduct. N He was natur. ly ſ@&guine, bold, 
and confident ; and, through the influence of this his 
prevailing temper, ' he * appeared forward, 
| _ aſh, and preſumptuous. We do nat attempt to juſti- 

fy or palliate the faults of pious perſons; but we 
HSuglit not to be vehement in our cenſures. Let not 


75 


th careleſs and the indolent . who, loud condemm 
| bros imprudence.of ſome lively Chriſtians, flatter them- 
ſelves that theit caution and inactivity are more pleaſ. 
ing to God, than the honeſt warmth ef thoſe, 5 8 
uke Peter, may occaſionally over- act their part. The 
latter may be often wrong, but the former, being deſ- 
titute of love and zeal, are never right. "Ft js incum- | 
bent upon us to regard the Saviour, not with indif. 
irc we with a fervency of affection, and on 
every ſuitable opportunity to exert all our abilities for 
promoting his glory. r 
Peter was an inhabitant ef Bethſaida in Galilee, a 
where, hoo Jeſus preached often and performed MI. 
many miracles, the Goſpel was generally rejected. X 
Here be carried on the mean and laborious occups- 4 
tion of a fiſherman, for which the place was conveni- 


ently ſituated. His low rank and education, perhaps, 4 
»4 147 him inſignificant, if not contemptible, in the 2 
> eyes of the world, but he obtained favour with God, : 
and an honourable diſtinction in the Church. The by 
Lord ſeeth not as man ſeeth: He often paſſes by the WF 
1 great the noble, and the learned, and, to accompliſh | 1 
/ his purpoſes, ſelects ſuch inſtruments, as are owe. 1 
weak and unfit for the work. He chooſes an Apo 4 
for the publication of his rich mercy, not from the by 
courtiers of the Roman Emperor, or the philoſophers Wl '} 
of Athens, but from the poor fiſhermen of Bethſaida. ll + 

By ſuch à diſpenſation He exhibits both his power 
« 


and his "ods and proves, that no flcſh ſhould 
gory $2413 47 * Petet 
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Peter was the brother of Andrew, and probably lie 


the knowledge of the Saviour, than he cunducteg Peter 
to him. How many have reaſon to thank God for 


their pious friends, whoſe converſation, inſtructione, 


and exhortations have brought them into the way of 


2 peace and righteouſnefs! Let us look with compaſſion 
on the ſouls of our aſſociates and relatives, recom- - - 
mend the Goſpel of "Chriſt to their acceptance, and 
labour affiduouſly for their ſpiritual welfare, Nee | 


received the new convert with kindneſs, and'ſhe 


dy his addrefs that he was not ignorant of him though 

a ſtranger. He alfo intimated a deſign of taking him 
into his ſervice, by giving him a ne / name, expreſ- 
five of peculiar firmneſs and ſteadfaſtneſs. He faid, 


« Thou art Simon,“ (ſuch. being his former appella- 


1 . 


tion) © the ſon of Jona: thou ſhalt be called Cephas, 


which is by nterpretation, a ſtone,“ of rather, “ a 

1 N for this is the proper ſignificatioſ of PETER. 
It is probable; that St. Peter continue# wich our 
Lord for ſome time, and them, returning for a ſeaſon 
to his old employment, dwelt t Cuapernaum. There 


fus went into his houſe, and miracu- 
Jouſly healed his wife's mother of à fever 5. There, 


allo, Jeſus met with bim following his occupation, 


entered into his ſhip, and di him to caſt his 
net into the ſea f. He had laboured all the night 


without ſucceſs; but now, at one 'draught, he took - 
an immenſe quantity of fiſhes,” "This was evidently 
deſigned as an omen for good, and att ericouragement 


to venture upon his er's ſervice with the greater 


confidence. The fact fo plainly aſcertained the dig 
nity of the Saviour, that Peter was overwhelmed with 

revetential awe, knowing himſelf unworthy to ſtand 
before this holy and exalted Perſonage ; and therefore, 


„e orgs, FLukeiv. 33,38, 30 f. as. 
n . | f 


kim, had been a diſciple of John the Baptiſt, before his 
acquaintance With Jeſus *. Andrew no ſooner obtained 


L3 wich 


Ctrid' e ſeice, and abways diſtinguiſhed himſelf by 
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-with.deepeſt. abaſement he cried out, * Depart um 
me, for ben, O Lord.” we have 
formed proper oper conceptions divine. purity, we 
© ſhall not wonder at the fear and confuſion * 
preſſed. } The: moſt excellent men have, in li kya 
ner, [confeſſed themſelves unfit to appear in 

ſenee of God, when fayoured with Ns ere 


re, and c revelations, WA, 
ongeſt ere 8 LY 


* 
4 3 
. 


BY JED . replie 
1 men. rh 
ves"? he did not then 3 4 
22 
Every worldly conſideration gave way to higher mo- 
2 2 Progr nets, les. | 
[the work of the-mipilhy 


Yo 
Soon afterwards. be was : 
office; and ſent out, with 
. 
— 
in the New: eſtamant, Peter's nerve dant: i . 
ſront. He was among che, finſt, who were taken into 


Bis zeal and activity. But, though we allow a pecy-, 
lar excellency in his character, We cannot fayour the 
concluſion, that he paſſeſſed authority over the reſt, 
There is no a in the ſacred hiſtory of any - 
ſuch ſupremaoy or infallibility, as the Church of 
Rome aſcribes to him. No ſuperiority of this kind 

was ever granted by the. Sayiour, demanded by Peter, 

5. acknowledged by his breihten f. The arrogant 


e Luke vi. 13. I Matt. alli; 12. Adds xt, | 
2e 2 Gor all 1. GW ak... - » 
| claims 
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great Biſhops of Rome, are abſurd and impious. 
Fhey have no; foundation in the ſcriptures, and pro- 
duce very miſchievous effects. But, vente Joys 
ſtzeration of thoſe errors, we ſhould pray 


mich Bt: eter was influenced. 


to their intereſt, reputation, or connections in liſe 
patent ham from/promoting, to the uttermoſt, th 
cauſe of Chriſt and the 222 of his kingdom. 


I Laue obſerve Peter's conſtant attachment to his 
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and readineſs. to proſeſs that regard. On one 
arcaſion, when he ſaw Jeſus walking upon the tem- 


companions; but 'afterward, hearin 
. ieee 


eee thee on the er | 


wrong principles, b him 
Tech — — 
e e e ee een, 
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: Wer behold Peter, than; upheld by oy RUA 


an the boiſterous waves, as on dry ground. 
But at length, hen he attenided)to the: violence, of he 
wind, not retaining, as he ſhould have dong, his de- 


pendence on the Lord, his courage dreeged, and his. 


body began to fink, He) expetted nathiag but immge 
date deſtruction, and exclaimed; in great anguithy 
« Lord, ſaue mo. This ocurrence, Which Was an 
zufil peeſage of | what he afterwards- experionceds; 
ſhould have taught him mere diffidence and meehneſe 
ſpirit. Jeſus immediately afforded him the neceſſary 


t litt. xiv. ; «+ culo] % 
eden - L4 ; overwhelmed, ' 


T 


* | W bis proceed fre, the, 


weer of the Goſpel may obtain a en of the 
and l the ſame holy princi K 
5 So'thall no reſp | 


peſttous ſea in the night, at firſt he was intimidated, 
Al ae | 


grain as he an de inf bring. 


| 
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JN 
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1 
| 


| living God This vas indeed an evidence of the | 


and mide that noble confeſion, „ Thou art the 


1. ; * 
| rentrokt"efiathormna, N 


»rwh eonducted hi ſafely tothe, ſh 
Atthe fame * he ſharply aac ev 'his 1 
belief, through "which his attempt bad failed: ! 
thou of little Faithy + herefore didſt thou doubt * 
Alas ! how often haye we been fruſtrated in our at 
deſigns, on the very ſame account ! For à ſeaſon, per- 
haps,” we ſeemed as if we could truſt the Lord; 5 
When we took off our eye from him, and chought 0 
our dangerous ſituation, our feats prevailed; and, if 

Jeſus had not reſeued us, we muſt have utterly pe. 
riſhed. ii MA 69 las aft bt k TURED e, 

On another occaſion, when many diſciples forſook 

| the Saviour, and the Apoſtles themſelves appearet. 

ready to depart, Peter, with his uſualfervour; woe 
bis firm regard and unſbaken reſolution not to deſert his 
Mlaſter . Lord,“ ſaid he, te whom ſhall we go? 
Thou haſt the words of eternal life 3 and we believe,' | 
and are ſure, thut hi6it art thar Chriſt, the don of the! | 


* - * 
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2 of his faith, and the warmth of his affrction. 

Wich ſuch views of the Saviour, we alſo ſhall adhere 
to him, and abhor the propoſal of ſeeking any other 
= 411 mw dur ſouls are > eltablithed unnd 

that he alone can give us e and everla | 

bay e e e ber e th _ 
27 every difficulty and danger in his ſervice. 
*# s enquiring of his diſciples,” what opinions. 

4 formed concerning him, St. Peter Rood forth, 


Chriſt, the Son of the living God 1. His Maſter, 
in reply pronounced him truly bleſſed, ats having ob- 
tained this clear knowledge ahd ſtrong: confidence, 
not by any peculiar diſcerntnent of his-oven, or inſor- 
mation from others, not by any human abilities or 
but by the difti ing/ grace. of God 


aſſiſtance, 
and illumination of his Spirit. Jeluvadded,-in ve 
» Joha — . 13—19. 
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remarkable terms, that Peter, as his ſignifcant name 


implied, ſhould be uſed as a * Rock, and that on 


him, as one of its main ſupports, ſhould be built the 
glozious edifice of the Church, which, however op- 
FFF 
rile, and ſtand firm mpre e m 
violent aſſaults ®, He declared further, that he ſhould 
appoint this favoured Apoſtle to be a principal officer 
in the kingdom of grace; and deliyer-its keys into his 


hands, as an emblem of authority committed to him 
for the adminiſtration of its affairs. But, with whats 


ever powers Peter was inveſted, he poſſeſſed them 


only in common with his brethren, as they alſo after» 


wards. received a commiſſion} of the ſame extent . 
7 ground can the tyrannical uſurpations of the 


Popes of Rome be juſtified, from the grant here given 
ap ede 


to Peter; ſince they cannot prove their 1 
from him, ot their right, in conſequence of that 
boaſted ſucceſſion, to abſolve and to condemn, as they 
eee br ac Lerfbd ated 
„But, waying that unprofitable controverſy, let us 
£joice in the ſecurity of the Church under the care of 
Jeſus. It will be oppoſed by ſtrong and malicious 
adverſaries: but He has engaged for its protection and 
continuance. Do we, as living ſtones, conſtitute a 
part of this, ſpiritual building? Then we: ſhall firmly 
77 e ene 
Some ſuppoſe, that Jeſus intended to point out himſelf as the 
Rock; and it is allawed, that He is the only ſure foundation, on 
Which his Church can reſt, 1 Cor. iii. 11. Others underſtand; that 
8 faith, which St. Peter os made, is the Rock re- 
med to, fiace the proſpetity and even the exiſtence of the Chur 
depend on the 40 Arles, includes in that confeſſion, 25 the mw 
nection of the -paſſage does not ſeem to be well preſerved by eithe 
thoſe ſenſes q and the Author conceiyes, that there is no more impio- 
my in conſidering Peter as a ſupport of the Church, than in repre- 
ting the Apoſtles and Prophets as the foundation, on which;it is 
builty'Eph4i, 20. Rev, Axl. 14. Such an interpretation derogates not 
m. the honout u Chritt ; nor can it favour the popiſh notion uf 
$ ſupremacy, . 1 | e 
| . ee n | 
ONE | reſiſt 


*, 


fuor thou ſayoureſt not the things that be of God, 


. St. Peter was not only a companion of Chriſt, to- | 


: 
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reſiſt every attack. Can we adopt Peter confaſlion; 
with a full-conviegon of its truth! 9 — 


ion. Perhaps, q 

tions inthis favour, and ſtill enterta 
temporal ki | 

Matter 


Wo 
1 perceived by what wrong affections his ſervant 
dias actuated, and, it ſhould ſeem, he felt che ſug- 
geſtion as a temptation to himſelf: he replied, “ Get | 
thee behind me, Satag thou art an offence unto me; 


F 


1 


but thoſe. that be of men.“ Alas |. how: eaſily, m 
ſuch, as are moſt enalted in grace, be turned aſide hy 
a depraved nature, and both ſpeak. and act under the 
influence of carnal principles, by which, in effeR, they 
promote the purpoſas of Satan! Let us. enquire, Dp 
not we, like Peter, object to the croſs, and, as if we 
nad loſt our ſpiritual taſte, lay our plans for world 
advancement, through covetouſneſs or ambiti 

ſhew, (vr Wt pre Wo ry 
do not perfectly un or comply with the hum- 
bling = ſelf-denying ſcheme of the Goſpel ?, Ab! 
What are we then dung, but taking part with the 
Devi, and oppoſing the deſigns of Jeſu :?:: 
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Herde in hes viſion'a 
ut in his ec 
ples, Hee * ere; if hon 
dd | 

one for Moles, _ FE „Thi how 
« afterward, and not 

d the fact, and inſi 
— engt folle 
— We do not look 5 


ople ſtill 
ne = 


** Fs 
In another, l 
receiving en ee the 
ff riches, be declared, that he had forſaken all 
from an attachment to his Maſter, and expredied ; We 
bepe ef obtaining a recompente J. His profethons- 
roam Were ſincere, yet we diſcover in them ſome 
ee of ſelf. confidence and carnal tations... 
e omit various circumſtances of a els. imeceſting | 
nature, in which his name is introduced, obſervin; 


*. that, Ukroughout- . whole dige he tat 


el . 3 4, Pet, i. 4 — 'M 1 et art. 2 oh 
F Matt. xviii, 21. ir N | 


SL L 6 „ diſtinguiſied 


dent A reſume” not to allege any ex- 
| its For hi 11 con 


and diſh the dels of out 
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draw his ſur pport? 0062/7959 175 Ip! - 12532 
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ed by the ardour of his eo or Je 
ray to averflow v upon all vccaſtons. * 


F bold, and 5 55 rous in the Work 5 


ever 'watchih otions, and ſpringing 
Wit before all 5 Hi 


| poſſeſſed 1 a farger meaſure of his Gligence and zcal* 


Akis! we le, many opportunities af "uſefulneſs; 


through the coldneſs of our hearts in ſpiritual things, 
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We Ne. ir a the gen naruto 
which ma e excite much feat and diſtreſs. 
mournful 1 = 1 exhibited in the fall of this 15 


j which was finful in the ex- 
tavations M 


be property 3 


UM ourſalves? How rende, it 58; for etes· 
2 =o ſo 2 and helpleſs to be lifted up with vu 


e 


onfidence BY ſhall be able to ftand if I 


"When our Lotd celebrated bis N 5 he dh 
ſtructed bis diſciples, in the moſt Fe ne by 


_ the fignificant action of wafhingtheir cet . St; Peter, 
ſourxpriled ax bis condeſcenſſon, jected 16 his performs 


in this mebiaFoffice. "He bag "and, it ſhould ſeemy 
| 2 real bumility, „Thou halt. never waſn m 


: But Jeſus taught him, that he ft66d-in need | 
5 of 1 ſpiritua] purgation, to which he ſhould be win | 


fubmit. Immediately the ApoſHe ace, 


7 acer that he could bave no part in the Neo un- | 
(73 k > wathed by hirn. Let us learn to cry out for our- 


ſelyes, Auer a ſenſe of our defiſement . Lord, cleaiiſe 
my polluted foul, and in every refpe& make mie ho 


and acceptable to en Fa 2 TO: s worth i 


e e 
J 1 | ; 0 


vi 


| reſt, pron Now +. pe. 1 eo 
Tord. O that boch miniſters and private Chriftians 


ſew, und learn to 
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. Lord N 
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| feet only, but alſo my hands and m 
Bead, ar eee #24 fn 4144 W e 
Peter his Lord to explain the hints which 
he bad gioen about his departure, and was then in- 
ſonmed, that he himſelf muſt follow him, not nad 
chat times but after ſome years ſervice in the 
Church#®.. He conſidered the reply as ebntaining an 
intimation of un wilſingarſs in him to ſuffer with Jeſusz 
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I BATERY | 211 
determined; he hazarded. bia life rather than he would 
forlake Chriſt: and, > arg woes this 22 reſi 


it is iling that 
= 7 34 tly cut _ 4 "_ het big 
0 e a, very blamable 


* 


bim, that, if any defence, had 
been 5h he could have procured thauſgnds. of 
i for that purpoſe . Chriſtians, whoſe natural 


is ſanguine, are in great danger als + 
violent: — . aver: for he rruth's 25. td | 
cauſe of God.is = Is 
gy wa beheld: his. Maſter taken bow, a 
amay AS Ds 4 


47 A $0 cp reco 
more ſcanda Yo ot . 
Jeſus, but it was . 
an . af fear, He e to be upon 
wa 
tranſation; terminated, He obtained admiſſion into 
the place of. triah, and, to ayoid ſuſpicion, miagled 
with the crowd. He ſat down among the idle and 
profane ſervants : | ah! what ſociety was, this 


commenced; het it was ſuch,, as appeared in itlelf 
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3 than St. Mane a 
8 a8 ig generally ſuppoſed, that Goſj OY by Pater 


and written even under his direction, thi ſt 
eee eee — 7 


in 


* 
. - ! 1 
. - 
0 * 
* * 


| nihoels and, jmpetyolity, Jews, therefore, reproved 


ns ooh rs 


for. an Apoſtle of Chriſt! There the: temptation = 
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Wight have greater. But Satan was then 
Wie to ar aſcendancy over his mind, 
„. render him, e to his natural ae 
3 moet abje coward. 9 J 
| A certain female attendant in . high. priefi' 
Ke charged him with being a diſciple. of Jeſus, | 
e was inftantly confounded,” and expreſsly declared 
that he did not @ much as know him. Perhaps 
ſhocked at his-own words, he went out, and heard 
the cock crow. Did not that ſound bring to his re- 
collection the caution, which he had received? Poſ. 
7 this might be the caſe; yet immediately after 
warning, being interrogated by different ere 
fel again, and in the very ſame manner, confirm - 
Ab his former - denial of his Maſter with ſtr 
fleverations, and even with an oath. - An hour after. 
| e the accuſation was renewed by freſh witneſſes; 
And the third time this eminent, diſtinguiſhed, and 
NS ' zealous "Apoſtle diſavowed all connection my 
_ * quaintance with ' Jeſus. This he did in ee 
- which might be calculated to clear him from 
imputation, but which we ſhould have ſuppoſed cout 
. . Never come out of ſuch a ne 80 be e 
Lrurſe and to ſw ear.“ 
1 We ſtand amazed, ile we view ee ee | 
n, with all its aggravations. If we have been pre · 
ed from ſo ſhameful a declenſion, O what thank: 
nd praiſes are due to Him, who hath kept pur ſouls! 
But chis hiſtory will teach us not to preſume. on out 
E ined Readfaſtneſs.' ' We are ſtill liable to be 
tdempted and 'overeome. - Nay, there is no-wickednels 
ſo heinous, which we might not be induced to per- 
| ate. Our danger is the greater, as we are con- 
2 V watched. by a ſubtle and malicious adverſary 
ho © defires to have us, that he may ſiſt us 35 
Wheat.“ O let us be the more vigilant, and pre- 
"pared to reſiſt his attacks! There 5505 ſome Me 
ceding ſteps, which led to Peter's calamitous miſcar- 
_ _ _ Wa e u * his own ſtrength, * 
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om ere oo 


alto pay ahl withed/widi bad company Let this 
A whe 19:59) and improved as. a ſolemn cautions 
ourſelves" Let us beware of thüſe 'omiffions./ 
failures} Which. are thought trigge ; Ne 


Such caſes are moſt lamentable; 705 the Lord 
God ſees fit to permit them, and ehen lenders them 
ſübſetvient to his own gracfous purpoſes. His of- 
n people are more deeply abuſed, while their 

wh Þ x jence teſtifies their total depravity and 
2 ketpl lefſneſs they learn to walk more eirceum 
ſpectly, percelve more of the excellency and value of 
redetnption, 't and become more 'cordially attached to 


theſe inftahces- have a bad effect: but they muſt an- 
ſwet for 48 Al oh ryerſe abuſes. If -ich&yare eris 


2 0 1 ich can juſtify 
r anti wed ey' iptove their own! 24 
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i. The fall of Peter 'was ſcandalous, but not of 
continuance. The fame night, «6d eee 
hour, = was reſtored and "vroaght back eo Ges 4 
a weeping penitent. immediately after his laſt prd- 
fane declaration the cock crew the ſecond time g 
and, it ſhould ſeem, that ſound, which ſo exadtly | 
falfilled the vious admonition given him, deeply 


Ju affected his heart. But, more eſpecially,” he was | 
” awakened by pre; W his infulted Maſter, who had 
F been within the of ſome of his impious 


The Tor turned; and looked upon 
beter; and Peter remembered his word.“ | That 
look pierced. his very ſoul: and yet, we 


0 


wo it was a-look, not of indignation, which wound haun | 
re oy driven him to deſpair, but of the moſt luv | 
wer fegard : it "upbraide ed bim ſor his'treichery | 


counged his hop'of forgirencs, © Then a he e 


. 1 


to the moſt fatal events. 5 10 EI ww. 


the Saviour. There are perſons, indeed, upon whom 
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does it produce | - 
lees upon the conſcienee 


what they. have 8 5 . 
nto: y  falyation .“ Let let ther 
bot ſay, © There is no hope; ſince we here refer 
OR TG — from his fall, par- 
dobed, and again eſtabliſhed with equal, if not with 


8 We read 18 more of this Apoſtle, till the morning 

af tbe keſurrectiun- The intervut mult have bean 

to him a feafon of 'cxteenia aMiRion, ſpent in prayers 

anten. Bot, upon the / firſt —— the Lon 
' was fiſen; Peter, Who was in John's company, 

vidi eager: haſte 50 ber dhe ſepulehre t. A 'cele 


pious was? — | 

- of-their! Maſter's deſign to weet them, and made 
mentiob of Peter's name in patticular:. Fbis wat 

caloulated to comfort him, a8 if conveyed an imi⸗ 
1ation, chat he was bet abandoned ot forgotten f. 

Dua the ame tay, Jeſus ſhewed hum- 
elf alive to him, before the reſt of the Apoſtles bad 
obtained that ſight: and there was not one, who 
flood ſo much in nead of ſupport andi conſolation . 
„The Saviour, alſb, aſter his reſutrection, favoured 
bien with peculiar notice, in a very remarkitble inter wen 
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| Pais, eter, diſcovering his dear Lord upon the in- 
N him; and teſtify the ſtrength of his 
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eertain .other- diſciples, who were fikion; and 
miraculous influence filled their net with lar 


and by bis 
filbes. 


caſt himſelf out of the ſtüp, that he might 
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"The former proſeſſions of the Apoſtle mi 
to. be rendered dubious, if not entirely fal 
lis late miſconduct. Probably with a reference to 
is cixcumſtance, Jeſus now enquired, whether his 
ove. Was indeed greater than that of others, as he 
once, boaſted. The interrogation conveyed a 


tender feproof, to which Peter replied. only by ap- 


—— to ys as acquainted with the ſtate of his 


Thrice was the queſ- 
tion N 26 and _ did he call upon the Saviour, 
to whom his inmoſt.ſoul was open, for the atteſtation 
of his integrity. But, having become more diffident 
of himſelf, he preſumed not to intimate, that he felt 
a ſtronger affection than the reſt. As the charge, 
alſo, was thrice repeated, there could not remain a 
doubt, that he was ,reinftated in his place, Jeſus - 
r that in his 555 age he would ſuffer a violent 
death, and glorify-God by crucifixion, and then 
ſtricty enz oinec Rim to follow the ſteps of his Maſter, 
Peter withed to be informed, what would become of 
John, bur received for anſwer, that, leaving the con- 
cerns of others, he muſt attend to his own, and 
labour to-imitate the example ſet before him. 
Here we pauſe, and ſtand i in admiration of that 


1 28 can ee reſtore, and ſave, even 


Return unto be 
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Lord your God,“ you, Who have fallen by yout 
Wigan He himſeif - declares, Traben fo | 
backſliding, I will love them freely“ O confels 
your baſeneſs, and weep with genuine contrition for 
our aggravated offence? : But conſider alſo, if you 
pes obtained-merey, and God be pleaſed to employ 
you again in his ſervice, what grateful acknowledg- 
ments of his love, what: vigorous exertions to pro- 
mote his cauſe, are due from you more than from any 
others! Vou cannot expiate. your -guilt, or repair 
the miſchief. you have done: but deſire, at leaſt, to 
prove your recovery, | echort your brethren to main. 
tzagin their fteadfaſtneſs, and labour to bripg again 
- thoſe, who, like yourſelves,” have been driven away. 
$5 Let your great Exemplar be ever before your eyes, 
wall Follow him more cloſely and conſtantly than before; 
1 follow: him, even unto: death, and you thall finally 
i reign with kim in glory. Amen. 
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dreſſed. the propl;—imprijened— pleaded befor: the 
: Lale A detefird Ananiat — again "impriſoned; 
' brought before the Sanbedrim, and ſccurged. went 


In Samaria, Lydda, Foppa, and Crſarra—efended his 


| , conduf# towards Cornelius—deltuered, from Hera 
._attended the council» at Feruſaltm—reprovet by. St, - 


Paul at Autioch—bis writings; and'death. 
' i a N 10 $5 (Koz 9 ay 4 & ae 
£3.23 $61 WMS ant oe EO 
.. TzosE profeſſions of repentance, which are not 
ical ve with its genuine fruits, deſerve no credit, 
Saint Peter received à particular injunction to prove 
his recovery, by confirming the faith of his brethrenz 
and feeding the flock of Chriſt “. This evidence 
was given through the whole fucceeding part of his 


life. The Acts of the Apoſtles have put it beyond 


a doubt: the twelve firſt chapters chiefly relate to 


him, and, as if it had been their grand object, de- 


monſtrate by the ſtrongeſt teſtimonies, that his con- 
trition was ſincere, and his ſubſequent conduct con- 
ſiſtent and houGurable, Many circumſtances may be 
concealed from us; but enough is recorded, to ſhe w, 
that he obtained forgiveneſs, and continued for many 


2 an extenſive bleſſing to the Church. As he 


ved, ſo we have geaſon to believe that he died, in tha 


|  # Luke zxii. 32, Ichn l. 29. 6 
„e ; 
x7 i 1 0 f 
ab | : 


eier ropoſed the election of a new Aprfile—preached 
„ n e day „ Pentec:ft— healed a lame man, and. ad- 
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bold and Hefence of the Goſpel. 


whoſe caſes reſemble his, learn in like manner 90 
more circumſpecily in future, labour more abundantly 
to be uſeful in their generation, and exhort others — 
beware of thoſe e 8 * 1 | 
ſuch anguiſh upon themſelves ! | 


TENG 
K 


8 Peter t. Though it does not appear, that he yas 


noſt viſible 15 extenſive, In his 
to the people, he replied to the ſcaudalou 
ibed to intoxites 


2 
F 


5 
2225 


wrought various unqueſtionable mi 
being injurioufly put to death, had been Fail 
the grave, — to David's kr 
1 


. 41 . 


HB 


7 


. * 


r. ru. 5 


c 1 
a meaſure of the 
to be the true Nel, Seeg . 
ſhould come into the world. 19 Q 
An immediate and deep drop reſi wes made pai : 
the minds of the audience. _ /exprelied: th 
moſt pungent anguiſh and terror, while they ;earnoſtsi 


direction from the Apoſtles. "Peter we? 

y called chem os the exerciſe of r p 
deen ea de baptized in_token of their l. 
and dependence on bis merits, and 
| eee ene, eee 
Spirit — — when, 
wien u hbly fryour of zeal” and love, be Roodant 
| e e i 
2 — O chat all the mini ſtera of 
| Chriſt n 
; who'do exert themſelves in the ſameiho« | 
nourable ſervice, were crowned with r ſucools h 1 
Let em lift up the ſtandard of the c and douby 

not mat God will F | 
nt of his kin 
'e infeſt-not'In 


3 


— with aſtoniſhment. 


22 Peter. | 
eher the feaſt" of Penrocolt, Wenn 
it forwards on a oo intereſting ae 


hor 7 He went to the in company with 
a, 2t doe uud hour of prayer, when a mans. . 
. his 5 icited re- 


„ Ads ill, 2, &c. 1 f 4 


- 


LN 
iran ende rnb - 


| . 4 Sher gold have 1 none, fajd this mel. 
deter of peset Bet ſuch, as 1 have give 1 threes! 
e name of Jeſus Chrifh of Nazareth, ite up 
I — — , andryall,” A perfect cure inſtantly ſucceeded ;ang | 
—— public was the caſe, that it excited general notide. 
Otods of people flocked: together, that they might | 
_ | _ fee: che wondrous! perſons, 1 Word had. givey 
8 fett 0 the lame. . 5 45% e 
r enen ſought + not their ic. applauſe, -and- 
8 $23 ſeiaed the turning off theit 
44 fram himſelf ito 5 bis ley Lord = Mafter, 
"whom he: affectionately commenided to their «regard, | 
He boldly. charged them with the moſt heinous gui, 
in having deer . the Prince of life, and enhurel 
them to repent e on Him, who-was raiſed 
"From the. dead, they mi De 
N 1 He arg eden thaD] had fulfiflet their an- 
or e eee juſtly derail theirſubmiſligh, 
He ſtated the nature 5 excellence of the ſalvation | 
"propoſed, declaring that their long expected Meſiat 
n ſent “ to bleſs. them, in turning away every ont 
Wil of them from their iniquities. A ſimiſar mode d 
actes, from thoſe who labqur: in the "Goſpel vil 
NE be at all times proper. The allo d preach bet then. 
„ ſelves, but Chriſt Jeſus the 9. It is of neceſi- 
by that they endeayour to fix à conviction of fn 
wWpon the minds of theit hearerz, without which the 
BY offer" of deliverance will. not meet with any cordul 
_ ncceptance. They muſt aloud, Repent Jt 
.- and he converted, that . ins. may be blotted out 
and the times of refreſhing come from the preſence q 
. the Lord They prodlaim, that © the: Redeent 
. # is come to Zion, and, while they exhibit-his iſs 
eeſtimable benefits, they maintain, that thoſe only cl 
_ "enjoy them, 1 une re FT 
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: pt [exertions; of the two Apoſtles pro- 
+ the reſentment of the prieſts and rulers, * | 
therefore appreheaded and impriſoned them . But a 


— 


t honour was put upon them, though caſt into a 
83 They bad preached to good effect, as mY 
appeared that the Check received a large inc 

through their word. On the day following 3 ; 
arraizned before the Sanhedrim, being called to an- 
ſer fot their conduct. Peter was the ſpeaker, and 
diſplayed an uncommon degree of courage; but at 
this we di not wonder, when informed that he acted 
immediately and entirely under the influence of the 
Holy Gh He declared, that the cure of the lame 
mar! bad been wrough ought by the power, through faith in 
te name, 1 Forgetting his own ſituation as a 

| 2 50 © tak or A rding his ſafety, he 
charged ie jd edges with the murder his Lord, whom 
nll 0: be raiſed from the dead, and warned 

chem that by Him alone ſalvation could be obtained. 
Goch undaunted fortitude in one, whom they had 
as N low andifilfterate perſon, confounded the 
acl} nd-they knew not hat ſteps'to take. Howe 


Nenn 


— 


neee, 


wil ever, they ſtrictly enjoined him, not to preſume ti 
dem the Chriſtian doctrine: and, had the ſcheme 
cell- . contrivance, it is probable that it 
of {in would -haye been inftaritly ut, as the 
ch tie work was of God, they could not overthrow it, and 
ord therefore their 'threatemngs were ineffectual. Peter 
nt J aud John Rood unmovred, and declared their determi- _ 
d aan never to deſiſt from the cauſe, in which they 
ice ere engaged, appealing even to this mali aſſem- 
Joc" bly,: for the juſtification of their « Whe- 
his e ther it be right, (aid they, © in the fight of God, to 
ily can denken unto yoù more than unto God, judge ye.“ 


For that time they were diſmiſſed, but with freih me- | 
9 and when * had joined their brethren, cog 


- <>. 
iy 


* „A. h. I, Ke. ed | pts: 
Vor. IV. 5M | holes 


whole. company united in re 
caſe compar Lord, in rr. hgh lt 1. 
port and proſper wem in: the propagation of the Gol. 
el. Their petitions obtained an immediate and fi- 
vontable anſwer : the Hol Spirit came upon them, | 
perbaps with ſorhe'ex tokens as erp $5 
abled them: with: renewedwigour- bad mes in the 
| vice of their Maſter, I 
Do not. ſuch examples mak: altar Gi 
own timidity t As. it not neceflary for us to be 25 firm 
and undaunted in the profeſſion of the truth, as gt 
Peter ? Or, will it be right, in any inftance,'tohearkeq 
F 
j is, w nou ances: we 
ſeek o evade perſecution? - You, who-love the Lord 
perſuaded. of the excellence of: your cauſe 
= d poſſeſs an unſtiaken courage. Wikatever: your 
enemies may, threaten, only by prayer and rs com. 
mit yourſelves to Him, whoſe you are, and whom 
ſerve, and then you need not dread any conſeq 
He will communicate to you more premarin 
which ſhall be-ſuſficient 60 ſuſtain you. in ithe ſerexeh 
| conflict. 0 WH v8 * ; 
| The Chuirch.continuedto increaſe and.giratper yn 
the hypocriſy of ſome profeſſed members produceds 
he trial . Ananias and Sapphira were convictel 
St. Peter of the baſeſt diflimulation; and inſtaniy 
; Muck dead at his word. This very circumſtance, 
however, tremendous as it was, turned out ©; to/the 
furtherance of the Goſpel; which more evidenih 
appeared to be the cauſe of heaven. Our Apoftle,in 
particular, was held in profound veneration: be 
wrought various wonderful cures, which are not mi 


r * ih 


nutely deſcribed; nay, his very ſhadow proved t 
U n 
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the meſſengers of the living God? OPT 
op filled _ 


"Still the Jewiſh rulers oppoſed, and, bein 
with violent indignation, caſt the Apoſtles together 
into the common priſon. Yet no bonds could . Fon eh 
theſe. witnefſes of God's truth. An Angel reſcued  \ 
them fröm their confinement ;. and by bis direction 
they proceeded ta preath/the-ſame doctiine, as pub. 
liely and as carneſtly as before. Again they were 
brought; before the Sanhedrim ;; and then the high | 
prieſt expreſſed the keeneſt reſentment, | becauſe they 
had defoiſed the injunctions and threatenings of the 
council. Peter undertook. to anſwer, in the name 
of his brethren; and maintaining, as on a former o- 1 
raſion, that no commands of men would ecempt them | 
ſtom obedience to God, he boldly: declared the grand 
principles ot the Goſpel before his judges. He was 
evidently more ſolicitous to fave their ſouls, than pro- 
cure his own deliverance, while he Rated, that the 
yery.perſon, whom they had crucified as a vile male- 
faQor, being raiſed from the dead, and exalted to the 
higheſt glory, as a Prince and a-Saviour, was 
to diſpenſe the bleflings of repentance and forgive- 
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* nes. A * FSA: 
ry The addreſs ĩncreaſed the rage of the audience; and 


a propeſal was made td Eke away the life of theſe 
nl cwubleſome men. But after ſome conſultation they 
4 were diſmiſſed, having been firſt ſcourged, and agai 
de Charged to preach no more in the name of Jeſus, 
ntly 


. 
- * 
= 
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This violence, N 8 _ cou- 

; rage nor their joy. They account mſelves pe 
125 honed in ſuffering for ſuch a Maſter, — 
Fer continued to declare his truth both in publie and 
private, as before, though with great apparent danger 
to themſelves. | n 

A more ſtriking picture of Chriſtian Y 
faith, and zeal, cannot be exhibited. Do we not al- 
molt enyy the mo and ſtripes of St. *** 

| 8 8 ff 2 p ARM 
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and bis companions ?.\He has aſſured us, that, a 

we be reproached fox the name bf Chriſt, happy are 
e for the Spirit of glory and of Godl reiterh upon 

e But have we ever felt the influence of the 

© Jove'of Jeſus, ſo as to be willing to give up eaſe, li. 

| 2 and life, for his ſake ? Do we regar him, ac. 

ing to Peter's doctrine, 28 4 the Stone, itch is 
| - become the head of the corner?!" Do we look up th 
| Him, as ſeated on his throne in heaven, and imparts 
ing, to every humble. petitioner” on: earth, Tepentance 

| and temiſſon of ſins? - 

Tue intrepidity of the Apoftle, in the eranſa8ion 
now related, forms a ſtrong contraſt to: that part &f 
his conduct, when he was aſhamed' to confeſs his 
Lord'before a ſervant. maid. '' And to what ſhall we 
aſeribe this difference? In his baſe denial of Chil 

wee ſeelthe weakneſs and yity even oi good metz 
and their diableneſs to fall by thoſe pt Gre; paces, 
of which they are warned, and a they 
have moſt ſtrenuouſiy reſolved. But i in his ir de- 
 Fehee before the council we behold, not ſo much te 
natural impetuoſit) and conſtitutional "courage d 
his mind, as the power of divine grace: we perctie 
| that God can qualify his ſervants for the work 
affigned them, and ſupport them in every danger. 
O let us learn to maintain an entire dependence 6 
Him, and he will help us according to our need! 
Ea After ſome time, the Apo 1 
* having heard that the inhabitants of Samatia ha 

* embraced the Goſpel, ſent Peter and John forthe 

rpoſe. of eſtabliſhing them in the faith, and impart: 

2 to them ſome ſpiritual: gifts 4. Upon that oecs- 

Gon a" ſingular caſe .ocour Simon, a noted mi- 
ician there, obſerving that the Holy Ghoſt was con. 

Erred by theſe two eminent teachers, ignorantly 20 


n propoſed to Lavoe the lame A Lu, 
COILED e . 
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his danger, and\eameſtly exhorted him to repent- 
eren ne, le ee bin . me finner's 
conſcience with plainnels and fidelity.” And will it 
not be allowedthat ſucceeding miniſters ſhould in like! | 
. 


? © P42 „ . P + 365 WE 11.1: 3 SER 4 

n. ing preached in different parts of Samaria, he 
ice returned to ferufalem? During his continuance in that 
ca, be received viſit from the young convert and 
75 Apoſtſe St. Paul; yet neither then, nor at any other 


Pg 
. 


time, was ſuch a ſupremacy acknowledged ſo Peter, as 
the church of Rome pleade for . No external perſecu - 
tion preyenting him, he ſoon afterwards took an ex- 
tenſive circuit, that he might ſpread the Goſpel from 
town to town. 4 He paſſed through all quarters, 
teſtifying of Chriſt, and working miracles: ſo illuſtri- 
en 
To Encas, à poor afflicted paralytic at-Lydda, he- 
ſpake in the name of: his divine Maſter ;; and health 
and yigour were inſtantly reſtored. The aftoniſhing 
eure was rendered more remarkable by the effects 
which. it produced: the inhabitants of the town, in 
neral, & turned to the Lord. He was ſent for to 
bppa, which lay in that neighbourhood, on occaſi 


* - 


rei of money. Peter immediately rejected the offer 
wich diſdain, reproved his baſe hypocriſy, warned him 


of. the death of an eminently pious woman, T 


EISDE EE FEISS RE 


ah bitha, or Dorcas ;-andiathis word, after ſolemn prayer 
orthe Bil to God, ſhe revived. This extraordinary operation, 
part: alſo, tended. to the enlargement of the Church. Many 


Peter, therefore; continued with'them for ſome time, 
that he might confirm them in the faith. How: 


A iz. 27.-Gal. 1. . IAA. ur Wer 


i, 


were convinced, and received the Chriſtian doctrine:: 


honourable and ufeful his employment! In ſome mea - 
ture reſembling his dear Lord, he “ went about doing, 


M3 good,” 


all the-counſel of - , 


MIN ns. 


* 
- 
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KS. 5 6 
diſesſed indody; 
wo poi 


lad. tidings. to the Gentiles, 
1 dente, the wyPer)s which 


he promiſein Chriſt f. 
3 — difficulty per- 


119 
11 
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n or n 
meſſengers from Gree 2 poll 
"<0. udices:might. not prevent. 
des „ 
— line . LY 
evidently” le e way, ih 
Fes alas! through ph 
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* and many corrupt 8 we: arg 
2 unwilling to follow, even where the line of 
duty is accurately marked out. May the grace of our 
God, rehder us obedient. to his will, by whatever 
means its made knoen ß 
Peter, therefore, went to-Golarcs, od there heweck 
that he” ſought not his on glory, but that of his 
Maſter; he declined the homage, which Cornelius ?,: 
offered; Many of the Centurion's friends were aſ= 
bid 4 hear the ddtine of this extraordinary * 51 
teacher... Accordingly, after Rating on. what grou 
he had undertaken journey, he-proceeded to preach 
the Goſpel to them without reſerve,. He declared his 
full conviction, ' that a way of acceſs. to God was 
opened for men af every nation: he inſiſted on the 


10 chacatter and work of Jeſus, on his life, death, reſur- 
t.“ rection, and eg. judgment: he maintained, that, 
per⸗ aprecably to God's revelations: by his prophets from 
refily the begitining, remiiſſion of fits could be obtained 
eh throuj Nich in bs Saviour's name. It pleaſed. 


Gol ie donhrm the word, and prove undeniably that 
he would have the Gentiles admitted into his Church: 
„ for thoſe purpoſes, the Holy Ghoſt immediately de- 
= fcended upon all the 2 After ſuch an atteſta- 
non of divine acceptance, the Apoſtle could not be 
unwilling to receive them as his Chriſtian brethren. 
He eommanded them to be baptized, and, at their 
earneſt requeſt, for their further inſtruction and ad- 
rancement, he-continued with-them ſome days. 
We rejoice, that the ſame bleſſed meſlage of falva- | 
jon is come even unto us, who were once in P 
darkneſs, and that God {till gives. teſtimony to the 
2 the demonſtration of his 
pit, though not in ſo extraordinary a manner. 
1 aphid and peace are offered in l 
Le faith of him, many among us, „wh 
yer ometime alienated; are now reco! to 
We * be ous to obſerve that . 
4 | 


— . - 


\ 


r 1 
d well as ourſelves, are recovered, from whatever 
tate, and by whatever means, they may be called. 

/ 2M * were once of a different religion; or n. 
mmer of no religion at all, we ſhould exult in their fal. 

— ation, like the Angels in heaven. If the Lord God 

has ſealed them for his own by the Holy Ghoſt, who 
are we, that we ſhould refuſe them e Tight hand 

, {Es 1 aug 

The free communication of St. Peter with the 
Gentiles, as here related, gave offence to ſome of hi 
Jewiſh brethren at Jeruſalem . my upon his retuin. 
ing to that place, and explicitly declaring the matter, 
their vehement prejudices were ina great meaſure 16 
moved, and they ' adored the gract of Gods which 
was imparted to the uncircumeiſed. Too frequenth, 
alas] good men, through haſte or bigotry, take um 
 dbrage 7 ho 9 goes 9 avould cealp 
to cenfure, if they properly under ir ſituatiog 
and the EEE which they act. ! 
pb After ſome time, a violent perſerytion auth 
. 2gainft the Church, Herod Agrippa, chat felt 
and eruel tyrant, having put James to death cf 
Peter into priſon, and commanded him to be xept unis 
ſtrong guard, till he ſhould be brought forth to public 
execution, for the entertainment of the people +: The 

_ "Apoſtle, however, had numerous friends, who wait 
continual interceſhon' for him, not at the cou 
"Herod, but before the throne of God: and theit p 
ers procured his deſveranee. Vain were all the pit 
cautions and means uſed for his confinement : the 

- king's intention was fruſtrated, the expeRta: ion of 

profane multitude diſappointed, 'Fhe' very night 

 ceding the day appointed for Peter's ſuffering, while 
. 'Nept with compoſure,” not dreading the even 

Angel appeared to reſcue him. - Inftantly bis ch, 
fell off, the iron gates gane way, and, under the & 
"FS _ | ener 


. 
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duct of his heavenly guide, he went out through the 
midſt of ſentinels without interruption. > 
-Juft-3t that time many pious perſons were actually 
in offering up their ſupplications for the 
Apoſtle, when they were aſſured by his arrival amongſt. 
them, that they had obtained acceptance, After in- 
dulging his grateful and 'devout ſenſatione with his“ 
friends. and. brethren, praiſing God for this extraor- 
bake: $4 20h he retired, probably for his o - 
flety, His diſappointed enemies were enraged at his 
eſcape, and. the. guards, who had been ſet over him, 
put, ta death in Tg ſtead. © Great and marvellous - 
ae thy Works, Lord God Almighty; juſt and true 
are. thy ways, thou King of ſaints! Who ſhall not- 
fear the 0 Lord, and glorify thy name ? He is 
« wonderful in counſel, and excellent in working, 
who c pleadeth the cauſe of his / people f. He may 
ſuffer them to be oppreſſed : through tyrants, yet in- 
many remarkable caſes he has diſplayed his regard for 
e ene that e their Redeemer is ſtrong t. 
The inſtance before us ſtands as a convineing token of 
bis gracious attention to prayer; The importuuate 
doors, and delivered an Apoſtle. O let us be en- 
couraged, in every diſtreſs, -to-make known our re- 
queſts unto Cod, with greater frequency and fervour; . 
and we-ſhall ſurely prevail! 


+} 


the grand council of the Church at Jeruſalems -. 
When the .queſtion was there agitated, whes - + 
mer an obedience to the Moſaic law ſhould be urged / 
opon-the believing Gentiles, he roſe up and declated, . 
boy God had commiſſioned him to preach the Goſpel 
othe uncireumeiſed, given them the Holy Spirit; and 
buried their hearts by faith F. He argued, therefore, 

mat, being received to the divine favour wi . 


FE, St. Peter is again introduced to our notice in 
82. 


Ads xv. 6-11. 


ur. 15. 3 FR + 1. viii. 29, H. 22. 1 Jer. L 34. 
| Ms, © ceremonial. 


ceremonial obſervances, they ſhould be left to their 
full liberty; and he maintained the important dodtring, 


the 


 - ConduQtproduced bad effects. Many, through the in- 
| Avence,of his example, betrayed the ſame timidity; 


- confeſſed and immediately repented of his fault. The 


| to be again and again overcome by temptations, even 
as we are. Let us beware for ourſelves; Are there 


through fear of temporal inconveniences ? Do we not 


| diflimulation,// and act an open and upright part 


$3 


my 
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that none can be "ſaved any otherwiſe than through 
ofithe Lord Jeſus Chriſt. . : © — 5 1 
- 'Yet, on one occaſion afterwards, he acted incon. 


 iſtently;with'his-profeſſed principles. At Antioch le 


lived on terms of Chriſtian fellowſhip with the con- 
verted Gentiles, but at length withdrew from their 


| fociety, through the fear of diſpleaſing certain Jewiſh 


zealots, who came to the place . This waveritlg 


and; while he endeavoured to conciliate one fide, 


grieved and ſtaggered another. St. Paul, therefore, 


very ſharply reproved him, repreſenting, that from his 


behaviour it might ſeem, as if he did not conſider the 
believing Gentiles 
renounced the fundamental doctrine of juſtification by 


in a ſtate of acceptance, or had 


_ faith alone. 


" : nne = } i 73 * Nin 
' What ſhall we ſay to this inſtance of unſteadineß 
We preſume not to defend it ; 7 2 was to 
be blamed. It does not appear, he offered any 
excuſe for himſelf, and we ſhould hope, that he frankly 


moſt eminent Apoſtles are not propoſed as perfect pat- 
terns. - They all diſcovered failings, and were liable 


not thoſe. among us, who are guilty of mean com- 
ances,” and who, not merel in one inſtance, but 
i yy counteract the dictates of canſcience, 


too much conſult the world, how far they will alloy 
us to aſſociate. with ſerious Chriſtians ? Let us abhor 


+ © Gail nts. | 
| N 1 according 


< 


ST; PETER, ar 


to the truth of the Goſpel, ” and not hefi- 
a Pet Me bur cordial attachment to the people of 


We wrong ſpirit, and Paul was his 
reprovet : this" Wrong $i is a confirmation of 
tie doafine,” which they preached; If there had 
been. oy CC nx 91 any cheat practiſed upon mankind,, 
10 wo 0d certa have been diſcovered, when the 
eat 7 ons differed. Vet even then they 
at y agreed in matters of opinion, and afterwards 
55 led to maintain the ſame principles, and pro- 


| ook "the fame work, 2 as © labourers together with 


+ ls of St. Peter wis protracted to a eondder- 
able le and ſpent in active exertions for the ho- 
hour. of his "Maſter. It ſhould ſeem, that his wife 
accomp anjed him in his travels, and that they both. 
he the bounty of others v. Some 

"his pricing go erat. us; and by 
eſe Ne 


and will ſpeak to the end of 
fime, kf. two 25 iftles were addreſſed to the diſperſed. | 
— for the purpoſe of comforting them in 
1 confirming them in the faith, 'wi * 
ed ſeducers, enlivening their 
their conduct. Let us den tel theſe in- 
ortations with ſerious; attention, till they- 
er their full influence upon our hearts. 


Sir? we cannot refuſe to liſten to ſo venerable & an 


Aer who ad Veer © a witnes: of the ſulferinger 
of CHAR” and expected to be a 
that ſhall be revealed +.” Both theſe Epiſtles 
——.— oed in his old age; and in the ſeeond of 
is that of one, who 


oy 5 pectilly, his language 
| eattered dis diflolution A tec rand eee 


ing leave of the world. Here, then, he has de- 
lyered his moſt ſolemn in the near viewof 
eternity," e de he wayer b r D 


PETTY eee, te Ne wh 
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renounce his /princ jples? No; far otherwiſe. He 

defired moſt eartieſtly, that his inſtructions mi gh be 
always remembered after his deceaſe : and, N 
deſcribed, with an aſtoniſhing grandeur and majeſty, 

_ ©, the deſtruction of the earth, and the appearance of 

 , Chriſt as the univerſal Judge, he added, ( What 

manner of perſons ought: ye to be in all. boly.conver. 

| fation and godlineſs, looking for and haſting unto the 

coming of the day of God +1. 1 11 451 
A. b. At length he finiſhed his a in an honour, 
about able manner: he died a martyr, (it is thoug 
67. when he was about ſeven five ears 0 1d) 2nd 

| ſealed with his blood the truth, W 

His Lord bad foretold, that he n be taken off by 

We a violent death, even that of crucifixion p as. 0 
F tyranny of Nero, 

; 3 e be. n Se, Paul fallen ih 
about the ſame time 3. and that St. Peter was ctucif 
Wirk nis head downwards, at his o geſſts;. as if he 
- ng himſelf unworthy to reſemble; his Maſter. Be 
that as it may, he now appears in 72 
all „the noble army of 822 
admire and praiſe his God and Sav Saviour, agg 2 


| vu him for ever and ever. N his 
Many Prophets, Apoſtles, and mint 
their lives in vindication of the Goſpel, ;- 


we lament the removal of ſuch able 4 A 2. 

Joice that God will plead his own. 2 make 

- the word of his grate to 1 rom age to ge, 

We would enquire of every reade „ 

of faith, for which St. Peter died, LON your um 

I! | tion? Or, « how ſhall you. eſcape, if, e 

„ 8 . 
„ excellency oſe principles, Gi; 
HET © which ſo much has been done and fu c acc 

ta the exhortation of this inſpired writer, —_ 

to make your calling and election ſure |. 
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che Ap 
real excellence of e aan 96h in. ſome 
of em we may trace a difference : Wray | 
probably, diſtinct from the influence of. divine grace,” 
ring, if m their: ' natural tempers and Sn v4 
were 2 bat not equally, dear to . 

ſome ee ' tnarks of bis peculiar eſteem, 
preſume not to cenſure his conduct, or to d Th — 
Mien oi? which he acts. He is the ſovereign Leis, 
md d l tight to beſtow his favours, when and * 
be plenſes. ty dint of the twelve, were honoured | 
dove the ef is attention: and, of three, - 
one wks 40 104 to 4 Jy intimacy, and 43 ||. 
— of his” Atl). pig This was he, whole! hiſtory is 


Wha. and 0 is 1 
e 1 bel by 1 Ts :&. the diſei - 
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tendance upon the Saviour-atithe fame Sa; Bing 


example, we may forſake all worldly and carnal affec- 


254 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS | ; 
ſiſted between him and his Lord, may be aſcribed to 
the ſimilarity of their diſpoſitions. Certain it is, that in 
proportion as we cultivate the ſpirit of Jove,; we ſhall 
enjoy a familiarity of 3 with Ohtiſt. An. 


imitation of this favgured Apoſtle will, likewiſe, bring 

eredit to our profeſſion of the Goſpel, and add 4 

to the peace and happineſs of our own cus. 
The followers of Jeſus were chiefly ſuch as obtained 


not any high diſtinction among men. He makes no 


account of the embelliſhments, which catch the no- 
tice and admiration of the world: 'he' paſſes by many 


bf the moſt elevated rank, and 4 exalteth them of low 


degree. The parentage" of John was mean; his 


— ſituation in life, obſcure. His brother James and he 
| were ſons of Zebedee, a fiſnerman at Bethſaida in 


Galilee, and brought up to the ſame" occupation. 
two were partners with Peter and Andrew in 
the concerns of their trade, and commeneed their at- 


. 
* 


ſtruck with amazement at the miraculous draught | 


_ fiſhes, which had been taken under-the-direQion/of 


ſus, they were inſtantiy diſpoled'to 'ob*y his call. 
It his word they forſook their father, their veſſels, and 


employment: . thence becoming his ſtated followers, 


they were prepared for the Apoſtleſhip, to-which they 
were ſoon afterwaggs appointed. The ſummons; pro- 
hounced by Chriſt, being accompanied to 1 
by the influence of his Spirit, prevented or rem 


ov 
_ every objection, Thus alſo, in general, the people, 


R 


ho enter upon his ſervice, are © willing in the da 


of his power #” to undergo every diffeculty for his 
fake. - Foe us pray. with our Church, that, after this 


tions, and be evermore ready to follow God's hol 
commandments through Jeſus Chriſt our Loid 13 


be two brothers, probab y, reſembled each other 


is Gipoſition, and ate fo frequency mentioned e. 


* 
* 1 


wy 


e 18621, 23: Lake . 10, 1 4. Pt exp © | 
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a 1 2 FI" 
met; that we ſhall find many of the ſame: things re- 
lated of them both. When ordained to the Apoſtle- 
ſhip,” they were called by one name, “ Boai 71 
or. ** ſons of thunder *. The appellation, we pre- 
ſame, does not imply that the manner of their addrem 
was terrific, Which would be inconſiſtent with the 

gentle and loving ſpirit of St. John, but it denotes, 
rather, the- fetvour of their zeal, and the efficacy of 
heit preaching, which, like thunder, ſhook” many) 
hearts, aud overcame the ſtrongeſt. oppoſition, O ſtit 
men of this deſcription, to ſtand forth as advocates for 
Chriſt in the preſent age 
. © Johiw'is ſuppoſed bo ere Veit ths oungeſt of the 
Apoſtles, and appointed to the ſacred function, when 
he was not more than twenty-ſix years old. It is 
truly defirable, to give up the heart to God, and be- 
gin his work, in early life; that our beſt days and the 
vigour both of body and mind may be devoted to his 
ſervice, How much miſchief might thus be prevented; 
 whatextenſive uſefulneſs promote!!! 
St. John was one of the three honoured compani- 
ons of Chriſt, 'who were admitted to behold him in his 
glory on the mount of transfiguration f. Probably, 
om that heavenly viſion he was led with greater 
earneſtneſs to contemplate and admire his divine 
Maſter, of -whoſe dignity he had received ſuch a 
tranſcendent proof. He recommended him, there- 
fore, to the regard of others, from a clear knowledge 
of his perſon, and an attentive conſideration of his 
excellency. ” Thus he writes, "That, which was 
from the beginning, which we have heard, Which we 
have ſeen with our eyes, which we have looked upon; 
and our hands have handled, of the word of life, de- 
clare we unto you, that ye alſo may have fellowſhip 
OS / Hriaty 
$: © 8 95 > 443 $ID 


- # Mar. M. 17. + itt. wil. . f t 


* - 


& 


1 6 4 . 
Va.4 4 * 1 


* 


_ wiling from 4 the fleſh luſting 


* 5 benirruxk CHARKCTERS. q N 
Vet even in in John, .though favoured with te wolt 


intimate communications of the Ss we perceive 


the depravity of. human nature. FOR Fo, the .conflid, 
4 1 the the Tok, x 


and diſcovered ſome failings that 
in an Ap lend eſpecially in pan} 75 * 


had for: his meekneſs and love, What other 


2 can we draws than this, de Let no man glory. 
in men 1 15 

On a certain ocenſion,) whilſt 1 W ns 
mility, John ſeemed to be convinced; of, acting guns 


ſuitably to this temper ; at leaſt, he. deſired:to know, 


whether his conduct had been. conſiſtent. Ii ob- 
ſeryed, that he 'and ſome other. of the diſciples. had 
ſeen 2 perſon caſting gut devils in the name of Chriſt, 
35 forbidden him to proſecute that ſervice, merely 
auſe he belonged not to their company f. his, 
evidently, betrayed a narrowneſs and bigotry of mind, 
which, therefore, met with a reproof... The,admoni- 


tion, then delivered, teaches us, that thoſe, who . 
& real regard to, and. dependence on, the Saviour, and 


who promote his cauſe, 0 not to be zalhly cen 
ſured. or diſcouraged, 3 b they aſſociate not with 
us, and though in ſome reſpects they differ 2 oi 
ſentiments. Alas ! there are few, who 

extenſive liberality, which, ous religion e Are 
we not all prone to condemn ſuch, as accord not ex- 


actly with our ſyſtem, and 1 7 not with oui forms, 


Le where we are forced to acknowledge, that they 


y the ſame Maſter, and exert ne for the 


bverſion of Satan's kingdom! ec. 


Upon our Lord's journey to — certain 82 
_ Tnaritans refuſed to entertain him, through their batred 
_ of the Jewiſh nation-F. - John and his brother conli- 
dered this inſolent treatment as deſerving of the ſe- 


| HI. pw Puke in- 49; 50. 


Luke ix. 51—56. 
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r 


EXT? ev. 


eff. puniltment, and propoſed 
75 9 0 fre from eaven, 


done on a_differe Hex? occaſion. Doubtleſs! they acted 
under the habi 

zeal for Hils name; yet at chat time they were inſtigated 
byerktenechent anch a warmth of paſſion, which FR 8 
de juſtified; Jeſus, therefore, very ſharply rebuk 
their rafhnefs and impetuoſity, as inconſiſtent with the 


to-call Jowni appi] 


ww of his 70 and the benevolent object of his 


of man is not come to deſtroy 

a Ae put to fave them.“ And ſhall his follow- 
ers be'furibus' 0 ee irg their adverfa- 
ties wird bitter execrations F Wilf any inſults or inju⸗ 
be vindicate Kd a temper? Will you plead, undera 
bee 0 f this ſort; or actuated by a pure- 
IT duch Alas 2 9 yours 


acid 
pi Nl 795 not mane Xr of ſpirit 
af 153 different” 17 vic - 
ſhbuld iſ 15 in geen ig in eee 
th, of man Worketh not the he rightouſnels 
chin O ſtudy the genius of the Goſpel, 
the tendency of ith principles ! Is not its main ay 
6” promote” peace and falvation? Aud has hot the 
great 'F _ of your faitly exhibited an = 
nk af forgiveneſs and kindneſs to enemi 
How; dves it appe eee Noiny 
een while you burr with! entment and iadigna⸗ 
92 


ry be aſcribed," in part ar Teaft; to bis prejudice 


EO! 25 
as Elijah” had port | 
inſtuence of love to- Chriſt and 


Fd 


e been er der Werde wide , bee 5 


2gainſt the Samaritans, whom he had been taught to 


hate from His youth. He had often ſeen: his Maſtet 
_ infilted;*and* LF with greater contumely by th 

.Scribes and Phariſees; and yet he had never expreſſed. 
2 wiſh to wall down fire upon them. 80 great is the 
force of education! Still, it muſt be allowed, the fire. 


es * e e- © * James, 26... {Tt NRWM 1 
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rious Me coming from one of ſweet a di 
fition as St. John, is . ee, 25 


5 pa we acknowledge! the corrupt. ſtate of human nature, 


.. even in the ks alba hus, alſo, it appears, that 
many; of the faints of God, in NNN circumſtances 


of temptation; have acted in n direct oppolitian to thoſe 


| habits and tempets, for which are moſt diſtin- 
Suiſhed. When we read of ber in Noah, 


in Moſes, impati in Job, cowardice in | 
T5 ſome ſp 


eter ;: wall we wonde of reſent- 
2 ohn! pb. Hor our- 
ves, eonſider bat prneiples ve are in- 
1 He that. Ae arty s 3 
We are obliged to take PORE ne er inſtance, 
which the lire this Fan | a racter was obs 
Kured. When gur 1 hg to Je Jeruſalem 
the laſt time, and had Fats Faber Ba oaching | 
E the Apoſtles James mobo wars preferred s . 
. gition, through the m er, that 
might. be e to the higheſt poſts in his 
ingdom +. The requeſt aroſe from their carnal no- 
tions of the Mefliah's erecting 2 temporal dominion, 
and evidently. ſavoured of an ambitious. ſpirit, It was 
jcularly e and. prepaſterous, that they ſhould- 
y their ſchemes for worldly. advancement; when in- 
formed that their Maſter was about to ſuffer the ut- 
molt extremity. A r 4 8 was neceſſary; and ac- 
eordingly the Saviour reprehended them, though with 
peculiar mildneis. «Ye 1 1 not,” ſaid he, what 
Je all,” Ak ! hon etirp de corhe under this 
condemnation ! * Th roug the prevalence of wrong 
affections & we aſk ami Jy and God in Brest merey 
refuſes to grant our e ions. 
Jeſus ie hr of * 4 Are ye able 0 drink of 
the cup, that £1 ſhail-dripk'of, 2nd to be baptized with 


Prov. xxvili. 26. 4 uu 07a — 340. 
Luke viii. 31—34— | mon dhe 
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en 
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| don, that, I ana. baptized with f. Or in 
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mendous afflictions, which I am going to endure?” 


They did not wiſh to decline the moſt ſervice z 
but, perbaps-with much ignorance and ſelf-confidence. 


* 
they replied, We are able.“ He warned them, 
99 the ſevere conſlict, and obſerved, that the 

of future honours muſt be left to the ſovereign 


| ure of God. Agreeably to this prediction, they: 
alert with a ſhare in their: Maſter" 


| 's ſuffer 
ings: Jehn with bonds, 2 impriſonment, 7 el vegan 


exile ; and James with a ſpeedy martyrdom. 
.. Chriſtians, you perceive from this 5 


though in e of your hearts you have rehin- 
. — all for the 

to entertain improper 
tough covetouſneſs or ambition. 


af your on ſtrength, as to ſuppoſe ves i 
pab ee wie by ay erer, Ke 


and deſires 


het, do you not feel ſuch corrupt affections, as cov er 


you with.confulion, uſion, and almoſt ren with 
diſtreſs ? This 2 of our hiſtory may afford you 
ſome relief. do not vindicate, what is in an 
mealure oppoſite to a holy, ſpiritual frame of mi 
But it may ſtill encourage your hope to obſerves 

t thoſe,” who were dear to od ant eminent; i in 

vice, ſometimes betrayed ſtrange inconſiſtencies. 
Let the ſubject, however, produce real humiliation, 
and excite you to: conſtant cireumſpection. Being 
2. your danger, you ſhould implore wr 
ance. 
43 . thoſe, who ſeem to exult In the 8 
of good men, as if they proved the whole ſyſtem 2 
religion to be a cheat and deluſion. But wh unfair, 
as well as impious, is ſuch a conduct! We allow, that 
even the Apoſtles felt ſome degree of prejudice, am- 
dition, and refentment : but does this conceſſion de- 
nn the general excellence of their character? 

| Rather, | 


- 


ele fake, you. may fill be 
os 5, 


' 


46 15 — arms. | 
Rather, have they not evinced their "integrity; by des 


glaring their own defects? 


Will you maintaiti, that, een the Hints of Gab | 


are not perfect, who refolutely rſevere i in the 
practice of ſin, — as ſafe” as they 17 there not an 
eſſential difference? Their habitual aim and delight i is. 
to do the wil of God: your's, to gratify your cor"! 
rupt nature, in oppoſition to Him. They are hum- 
bled and grieved for cheir failures'in duty: you juſti- 
a continual ſyſtem of tranſgreſſibo, and ite 


and conſider as a diſgrace to their Dosen 
totally diflimilar ! The compariſon cots No 5 your 
13 45 it ſhews the odiouſnefs of your prevailing tems 

per, and er „to which your fouts are expoſed! 

een the 1 improper Afro of his beloved 
Adele, die did not withdraw bis kindneſs.” John 
MAill remained his conſtant attendant, and moſt intj- 
mate friend. He was ſent in company with Peter to 
prepare the paſſover vj and during the laſt ſolemn 
celebration of that feſtival, it is "remarked, , that io 


leaned. on the boſom'ofhis dear Lord: that Is, accord 


ing to their 1 table, he 3 the neareſt T. 
that place; which was mim às à token of 
peculiar affeQion, he ee. yore propoſe queſtions, un 1 


-exived by che reſt: and accordingly, baving a 


who was the traitor,. he firſt received the intimation; 


48 Judas was the man. 


St. John was admitted into the 8888 of Gethſes 


' mane, where the Saviour retired for fecret prayer 
and at the time when he endured his tremendous 


zgonyt,” There alſo, ike Peter and James, this fa- 


4 Apoſtle” betrayed'a very ſinful remiſſneſs, and 


ſpent in ſleep the precious moments, which ought to 


have been improved in holy watchfulneſs and fervent 
devotion. It is acknowledged, too, that, when his 


Le. 8. 17 4 „ aue 


a. 


only in things, which they deeply 1 os | 


— 


Lord was apprehended, he, as well as the other diſci 
ples, forſook him and 44.5 violation of the moſt Go 
ſemn promiſes. . I being ſoon recovered, he fol- 
| lowed him tothe place of trial, and ſtood there as a 
lent" witpels af the t and cruelty, with 
n When Jelys was nailed to the croſs, expoſed to all 
the inſults and outrage of the people, John had the 
Fortitude to continue by him, even te the laſt, 
probably, was the only Apoſile, who did ſo f. His 
22 nd fidelity were well compenſated. ae | 
dying Maſter looked on him and gave him ſignal 
token of regard. He. requeſted his dear mother to 
confider this beloved diſciple as her own ſon, and 
commended her alſo, in her diſconſolate ſtate, to the 
care of: John, who, accordingly; received her to his 
' houſe, and treated her with all filial tenderneſs and 
eſpe, Shall not we, likewiſe, learn to maintain a 
firm attachment to, the Saviour, be mindful of his ſo- 
kmn l and eſteem ourſelves honoured. in ; 
fulflling them? Though we can ſhew no perſonal 
kindnels to him or his parent, yet he has conſtituted 
the poor as his repreſentatives, and intruſted them 
in s, Let none of his people refuſe or neglect the | 
„„ ö D 1 
7 When Chriſt was riſen from the dead, our Apoſtle, 
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accompanied by Peter, ran with eager haſte toexamine | 
the ſepulchre, upon the report of Mary Magdalene, ſt 
ould ſeem, that from his view of the place, and of 
tbe orderly diſpoſition of the burial clothes, he wis 

the firſt who believed the impartant fact of 5 reſur- 

rection 1. Q the evening of the ſame day, he was 

one of the aſſembly, to whom Jeſus appeared: but, 

We be was not favoured with any ſeparate vi- 
Lon of him; nor could that be needful, if, as we ſup- 
Matt. Ari. 36. f Jo 26,2% 1 . 
b 


c 
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| poſs his faith was ſufficiently confirmed. When 
ing with certain diſciples on the ſea of Tiberias 
he firſt recollected the perſon of his Lord, who: called 
to them from the fhore . A remarkable interview 
enſued, at the cloſe of which we are ſtruck with one 
+ circumſtance, which evinced his humility, love, a 
' zeal. When Peter received an injunction to atten 
che Saviour, John waited not for any ſuch expre 
_ direRion, but inſtantly roſe up, as" if eager to ſhew 
his attachment, and with ſilent meekneſs followed f. 
ON us examine, whether we poſſeſs 'a raadineſs of this 
ind, to go after "Chriſt; wherever he ſhall lead the 


Way. When be is pleaſed to intimate his will, are | 
W 
Ca 
th 


there no heſitations, no delays,” or miſgivings? Our 

A Wot Mid hor ee, thoull fecha 
our defire to enter on his fervice.” of» 
The curioſity of Peter, reſpecting John's future 
deſtination, was immediately checked by that ſingu- 

lar reply; „If I will, that he tarry till I come, w 
is that to thee? It was concluded from this expret- 
on, that the Apoſtle ſhould not die: but the opinion 
Aroſe 


from a miſtaken interpretation, It ſeemed, 


however, to be implied, that he was deſigned to be I Wl 
Tpared in the Church, till the coming of Ein for er 
the deſtruction of Jeruſalem. The event, at leaſt, wa Chri 
ſuch he was one of thoſe; who did not taſte of death, WM. St 
till the kingdom of God, in that awful diſpenſatioꝶ WW 
was accoinpliſhed 4: Whatever changes may awalt de p 


us, let us leave ourſelyes and all our concerns to ou 
Lord's diſpoſal. Only let us follow him without r& 

ſerve, as did this man of God, and endeavour to em- 

ploy our time uſefully, and honourably, whether 1 
er or a ſhorter ſpace may yet remain. 

| After the aſcenſion of Chriſt, St. John appeard 

more conſpicuous, and, probably, ſhone with greatt 


e John xx). 1, K. 1 vol. l. Sec. 26 


att. xvi. 28. 
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He is deſcribed a8 co . 
1 1 72 7 55 with his brethren, — id : 


= 10 che cauſe of his 255 mg formidable 
da ab pldly and vigor 1 of rele? ob. 
ets of os, 


5 Hered fun * Fuse 
1 PR pres the other Apoſtles, age? — —4 
x effuſion of the 5 and was employed in 
ig in, the retharkable harveſt, when three thou- 
e converted. He is exbibited to out 
thous a 5 Is a ie overt of St. Peter in many of his 
0 


N perſecutions, They two were going y 
71 15 the temple, when the lame man en A 


Wo Solent regard, and experienced * gen power 
ing 


5 


They were preaching to t 

25 ſts" p20 rulers apprehended them, 
" (ah into priſon, +, With undaunted co 
they tood together before the council, deſpiſed their 
threatenings, and expreſſed a firm determination t to 
obey God, rather than men.“ Again they were thruſt 
ine dungeon, and reſcued by an Angel f. Being 
ed and menaced, they rejoiced in the honour, to. | 

which. they were called, . Ne! daily in the temple —1 
8 they ceaſed not to teach and proach Jeſus 


It. John, likewiſe, was WI rs as che aſſo... 

ciate of Peter, to go down from Jerufalem to confirm 
ung converts in Samaria$. ' There they im- 

parted (piritual gifts, and declared the tidings of peace 

and falvati 9 the Redeemer's name, in man 

towns and villages... The chief reſidence of 


Apoſtle yras at eruſalem, where St. Paul e 


him as one of the main pillars of the Church I. But 
iter ſome time be removed to Epheſus, thence - 
ook his circuits for the promulgation of the =: i 
la- 


Alia, *labouring in word at doctrine, and 
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en 4 ent, wiſer f 
. 5 = 1 to death, and, being unged inte a cal. 


APES th bn Jolie was 9 20 , that he 


. -dron of boili "99h. 6d e out unhurt,.. Whether o 
that mance he e e be was, baniſhed tg t 
Patmos, à ſm in ſet bn pc: be 


£ ee 28 1 112 e 
ö F 8 4 
atdreary ſituation he conti 1nuedfor near] ly oy 
and. 3 Domitian's deceaſe, re 5 k 
jeſus, where. be long remained a er | 
to the e wr 2 faithful witneſs an, frenuvus ad 
(cate for the truth of the, Goſpel... 
k is xecorded, that at ay ery/advaneed ADS 
e to walk or preach, he was.conftantly. carri 
45 the public aſſemblies, and 1 5 5 exhorted the peo- 
by that ſhort ſentence, ſo expreſſive b of his general 
rig, My! 5 children, let us love one ek, 
Atlaſt laſt he having .been à nia 


fully preſerved from a 185 Fo 
enefit of others, till. he had.attained ES 
N d — pralle . of God, 80 
1 eminent A and conſider our _obſigations 
10 imitate his example. There are thoſe, perhaps, who 
- Plead, that they ate not called to the fame high 
Junction. But do you, therefore, juftify"your carnd 
8 purſuits} Or do you think it- o ade 
| 13 ſituation, to be Sd, deli, indolent, 
engeful ? If you profeſs Chriſtianity, you ought 
to be L of 2 John, fo, far a8 to manifeſt pou 
Jar diſpoſitions; In your p lace, and n 
TREO =_ ſhould be kind and 12 75 old and 
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e active, faithful and perſeyering in the lere ĩce of Chriſt, 74s 
But if the 1 Geſires of hs ficth ee 1 < 

Ret ene Lina af the ora. , = 
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1 you are aſhamed of, or ayerſe to, the 
exereiſes of devotion, your pretences to religion are. 


[ E 4 RY lived to ſee the 7 propagated to 
| 


arge extent, yea, through reater part of the 
os EN” But he beheld, 2 the corruption, 


2 well as the inereaſe, of the n _— 
pernicious errots were, even in e | 
þ and difſeminated, relating to the wo to, + WE 
the Redeemer: among others; there were thoſe, _— 
denied the ine of his Divinity. An opinion © - 
hege erous esse not but exeite the notice and the 
ef of this he e . faith: un. : 
he ſet hi in oppoſition. This,” 
We « is chat ſpirit of Antichriſt, ' whereof you 
have heard, that it ſhould come, and even now already 
is it in the world “.“ Ooght we not to lament, _ 
nncient. herefies ate revived in the preſent day, and 
threaten to deluge our land? Or ſhalt we be indiffer-. 
ent abont'the-conſequence ? Is it of no importance, in 
what light the Saviour is regarded ? Whether he be 
worſhipped and adored as God over all; or degraded 
into a mere man like ourſelves? Ah! whers is our 
RES 5 
e bleſs the wii of the A 
which will enable us to reſiſt rings of th the. erro- 
nepus and deſtructive repreſentations of 3 and 
ungodly men. He was honoured in bein 
2 one of the facred authors of the New — 
and, while we confeſs that “ all og. re is given by 
inſpiration of God,” and claims regard, we 
perceive a peculiar ſweetneſs, a and bl 3 
wy in St. Johan 8 compoſitions. Probably for the 


as * 


7 , 1 Jokn iv. 3. Ses Dr, Horſley's Charge and . 
is proved, that 8t. John's aſſertions were erpreſely levelled againſt thoſe 


vho denied the r as well as againſt them, who allowed 
not bis humanity, 


M f 


JJC KU“ = ˙˙ oy 


* 


— 


266 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS, 


_ vlear and comprehenſive revelations, with which he 
| was favoured; the profound myſteries, which he has 
delivered, and the heavenly manner, in which he has 
treated them, he has been called the Divine. 

His Goſpel was publiſhed after all the others, not 
only for the purpoſe of recording many things, which 
they had omitted, but with an eſpecial view to oppoſe 
the hereſies of the Gnoſtics, and to aſſert tbe God- 


head of Chriſt. He introduces the hiſtory with an 
elevated preface, in which he has explicitly declared 


the excellency and Deity of his Maſter; and he re- 
lates many of thoſe wonderful diſcourſes, which prove 
and diſplay the ſupreme perfections of Jeſus. He 
bears a decided teſtimony, even towards the cloſe of 
life, not only that the Word, which was made fleſh, 
originally was with God and was God, hut alſo that 
e himſelf “ beheld his glory,“ and © received of his 
fulneſs *.” Let us pray for more enlarged concep- 
tions of the great 2 odlineis; and, 28 
we advance in the knowledge and love of Chriſt, theſe 
authentic memorials will become more and more pres 
cious in our eſtimation. on tt 
 TheEpiſtles of St, John diſcover the diſtinguiſhing 
t of his character. Muſt not every reader acknow- 

© ah that the inſpired author breathed nothing but 
love? And is not this allowed to be the peculiar badge 
of our profeſſion? Yet alas! we lament that contrary 
_ diſpoſitions prevail in the Chriſtian. world. What 
confuſion is produced among us by envy, ſtrife, and 
revenge? We would, therefore, enforce the exhorta- 
tions of the Apoſtle: “ Beloved, let us love one an- 
other: for love is of God; and every one that loveth 
is born of God and knoweth God : He that loveth 
not, knoweth not God; for God is love . Accord- 
ing to this deciſion, but few have attained the right 
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© , knowledge 


r Www I TS TT - wa ” 


* 


=” Io ww ww OI ST e 


. john. uf 7 267 { i 


knowledge of the Goſpel, and thoſe, who have made 

te greateſt progreſs, have yet much more to learn. 

| The ſublime and myſterious book of the Revela- 

tions was written by St. John during his baniſhment 

in the iſle of Patmos. he Lord-God vouchſafed to 

fayour. him with ſingular viſions and diſcoveries, and 

to place him, as it were, in the verge of heaven, when 

excluded from ſociety. The counſels of Jehovah, re- , - 

ppecting future ages, were declared to him: arid theſe 

be has faithfully recorded. Here, then, is exhibited 

a ſeries of prophecy,, which unfolds the grand ſchemes 

of Providence, even to the end of the world. qo 

we read and contemplate with holy reverence and ad- 

miration ! 8 c $414 . + 9M 

- The glories of the celeſtial ſtate were, in ſome 

meaſure, diſcloſed to the Apoltle's view. He ſaw the 

throne of God, and heard the high praiſes of the Re- 

deemer, which are continually chanted by innumer- 

able myriads of ſaints and Angels. No other part of the 

Bible contains ſuch exalted deſcriptions of God and 

his Kingdom, as this inſpired book. Do they not ex- 

cite wonder, love, and joy? Do we not exult in the . 

proſpect of that felicity, which is here brought before 

us? Or does the earth yield us full ſatisfaction? Ra- 

ther, are we not wearied and diſguſted with its beſt 

poſſe ſſions ? And do we not long to join ** the glo- 

nous company of the Apoſtles,” who are now admitted 

into the beatilic preſence of God? We ſay not, who 

out of this number is accounted firſt in dignity: but 

we preſume, that He, who by way of eminence was 

Med “ the diſciple whom Jeſus loved, is. placed 

near to his adorable Lord, | | 
However bright the views of St. John in this life, 

they were comparatively faint and obſcure. He ©« ſaw 

through a glaſs darkly ; but now face to face *. Now 

be is favoured with clearer and larger diſcoveries of 
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_ the: glory of God and the myſtery of redemption: 
and now he could better ieee of 


A the holy Jeruſalem,”* in which is the throne of God 


and of the Lamb *. That exalted is prepared, ' 


not for the Apoſtles only, but, as we truſt, for many 
among ourſelves, Do you aſpire to that high ho- 
nour? You muſt poſſeſs a meetneſs for it: you muſt 


have the ſeal of God in your ſoreheads; you muſt 


waſh your robes, and make them white in the blood 
of the Lamb f. Like St. John, cultivate an inter- 
courſe with Jeſus, and apply for freſn communica- 
tions out “of his fulneſs,” even & grace for grace 3.“ 


Be willing to labour and to ſuffer: for bim, till you 


finiſh your courſe on earth, and then you ſhall ſhortly 
join with. Prophets and Apoſtles in that elevated ſong, 
« Blefling, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto 
Him that ſitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb 
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Herud Antipat, his rank and chnratter— his ince/lunus 
:  marriage——tmpriſoned-Fohn Bapti Fac his reproofs 

_ —yet revered him-—heard him gladly—and made a 
partial reformation—was reftramed from 4 | 
bum, through: fear of the people—at length beheaded 
.  bian-—afraid of | bis being raiſed from the dead— 
.. [threatened | ind and 1nſulted bim—died 
in ile. Narren X35 & 1 ; EY 7 
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Hon Adt nature wit be found the ſame, under all 
the variety of «circumſtances, in which it an be 
times, or take a view of different ſituations in life, we 
| wy expect that ſimilar characters will occur to our 
oblervation. But, while we remark, in what reſpets 
others, have failed, or by what temptations they have 
been overcome, may we be warned from their ex- 
amples, and avoid: thoſe ſnares, which have already 
proved fo fatal! TRE | 
One of exalted rank is now introduced to our no- 
tice; yet, poſſibly, a near reſemblance; of him may be 
traced-in perſons of a lower condition. It is Herod, 
ſurnamed Antipas, of whom certain particulars are- 
related by the E liſts. He was the ſon of that 
Herod, called the Great, who ſought the deſtruction 
of the infant Saviour, and maſſacred the children at 
Bethlehem. This man poſſeſſed only a part of his 
father's dominions, over which he prelided merely as 
the vicegerent of the 17 5 Emperor, with the title- 
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of Tetrarch or King of Galilee. Hiſtorians are agreed, 
that he was à prince of licentious and abandoned 
conduct, of which, indeed, ſufficient proofs are given. 
We ſhall confine ourſelves to thoſe cireumſtanc 
which the ſcriptures have recorded: and, agreeably 
to this ſhort account, he will appear to have oppoſed 
the moſt ſolemn warnings and ſtrong convictions, 


and ſacrificed every principle to the gratification of his 


| Philip, aſter having baſely ſeduced ber from ber 


luſt, May we be aware of our own danger, and learn 
wy ory thoſe ſenſual deſires, « which war againſt 

| Herod had divorced his own wife, and joined hin 
ſelf to another by an adulterous and inceſtuous con- 
nection: he had married the wife of his brother 


huſband. This led to various enormities, and pro- 
duced complicated troubles. John the Baptiſt, being 
ſent for, bly from motives of curioſity, to coutt, 
perceived, and dared not connive at, the ſinful prac- 
tt.ices of the king. The preacher ſought not his favour, 
and feared not his diſpleaſure. As a bold advocate for 
Goc, not © having reſpect to perſons,” he brought 
à heavy charge of guilt againſt the royal hearer, and 
reprehended him with fidelity and plainneſs, © for all 
the evils which he had done *.” This was not 2 ge- 
neral inveRive againſt his immoralities: a particular 
application was made to his conſcience, ſor the con- 
tinued commiſſion of adultery and inceſt. John de- 
clared his connection with Herodias to be highly cri- 
minal, and called upon him to put away the woman, 
with whom the laws both of God and man forbad 
him to cohabit. ' ba te; yy 
What was the effect of this honeſt addreſs ? Alas! 
reproofs are ſeldom well received. Do not moſt per- 
ſons riſe with anger againſt him, who is ſo much their 
friend as to tell them of their faults ? What, then, 


| ® Matt. xive 3-5 Mar, vi. 19-+=20. Luke iii. 194 20 
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palace: it is the unhappy prerogative of dignity, to be 
E above control. Thoſe, therefore, Who 
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from an sand licentious 


prince? There are few, who dare to rebuke ſin in a 


poſſeſs an exalted, ſtation, are apt to ſpurn with indig- 
nation at any reſtraint, which an inferior, and 4 
ally a preacher, may attempt to impoſe. But reſent- 


ment, on ſuch occaſions, is not confined to kings: we 


that many in lower life are incapable of bear- 
pleaſed with the faithful admonitions of a companion 
or minifter ? Have we not defired to hear no more of 
fuck unpleaſant ſubjects, and, inſtead of profiting dy 
thor?* But, ſurely, we are our own enemies, when 
we quarrel with thoſe, who from pure benevolence 
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HFferod w and his officers were immedi. 
ately commiſſioned to bind and imprifonthe- Baptiſt, 
It is remarkced, that he . added yet this above all,” 
as if it were the greateſt enormity, that he ſhut up 
John in priſon.” The perſecution of God's ſervants, 
for the- upright and zealous performance of their duty, 
is an offence peculiarly heinous : and He, whoſe cauſe 
they plead, will avenge the injury. The oppoſition, 
as in the caſe before us, generally ariſes from the un- 
ealineſs, which ſinners feel, upon a bold and unre- 
ſerved-repreſentation of their guilt and danger. O 
that their anger were turned againſt themſelves, and 


not againſt their reprover; that they would endea- Y 


vour, not to ſilence him, but to reform their on evit 
conduct! If Herod had underftood his true happineſs 
or intereſt, he would have embraced John as his beſt 
friend; and the miniſtry of that good man might have 
been continued for a much longer period. 
Yet there -wece ſome favourable appearances in 
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eb Have we not been diſ- 


. png eo 4 
and charge us to relinquiſh, what we calmer Jawfull 


e ſertous counſel, meditated revenge againſt its au 
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Herod was ſtruck with reverence 
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| Herod; and it may ſeem a matter hm 
te ſtrong conviRtions, which. he he kale, were ſo tran- 
Kent or ineſſicacious. His adulterous queen was 
more incenſed than he, and, . 


deftroy the Baptiſt. Probably, ſhe Bo hou | 
. 


that, an the preacher's admonition 

loſe her influence, and be diſmiſſed wich 

She, therefore, urged the king not merely Ns — 
ſon but diſpatch him, that the N e 
troubled with his inſolence. Io this propoſal, 

1 . Haro would got tried e an . . 


keeps in awe, and oſtet 
 tecrifies, the —— who are to, perſecute. 


| whom 
. he had caſt into a dungeon, and, be fe 
His ſingular holineſs, probably perceived his an baſe- 
o as to be diſtreſſed with painful apprehenſions. 
The priſoner, it ſhould ſeem, was not afraid of the 
wb hat have thoſe to dread, who have the Lord 
Jehovab on their fide? They poſſeſs a .pever-ſailing 
25 ſource of confidence: and joy, and may, therefore, 
exult in defiance. of their moſt violent oppoſers 
though racks and tortures be prepared for 9 
3 Be of good courage, you who, follow % 
"Lamb, and be __ terrified by your adverſaries, 
whatever ſtrength or authority; they may boaſt 0. 
They themſelves, perhaps, may be inward! y diſmayed 
at the very time when they appear maſt formidable. 
That furious prince and perſecutor, 4 Saul, . wab 
| afraid * Fs Dons becauſe the Lord was with mo f 
= | be ® 1 Sams wilt. 52. a; 1 
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Only let ybut enemies perceive in you a conſiſtent 

e conduct; and then, however they 
may affect to re roach, they cannot really deſpiſe you. 


We may appeal to them, if there is not one or an- 


othef, whom they diſlike for his religion, and yet 
cannot Took at without a ſecret awe and terror on 
their minds, © knowing him to be a. juſt man and an 
holy.” - What. would they give to exchange condi-- 
tions? O that they would yield to their own con- 
victions, drop tbeir een againſt thoſe, whom in 

their conſciences they believe to be right, and cordi- 
ally join with them in zealous exertions for the cauſe 
"God and his truth! I __ 7 {| RA 
"Herod was not merely reſtrained from violence, by 

"2 reverence for the Baptiſt; it ſhould ſeem, that he 
liſtened to his inſtructions, even after his impriſon- 

ment. Probably he ſent for him, as Felix did for 
Paul , & and communed with him.”  We.conclude,. 
alſo, that he paid attention to his doctrine ; for it is 
expressly faid, that he © obſerved him,” and, what 
is ſtill more remarkable, that he © heard him gladly,?” 


On certain occaſions, at leaſt, his affections were 
much moved: he could not but commend, and be 


pleaſed with, the honeſty of the preacher, and perhaps 


would have ſhewn no reſentment, if one particular 


1 had been avoĩded. e 
Some may enquire, How can perſons, of ſuch a 

character as Herod, receive any pleaſure from. the 
plain and faithful declarations of God's word ?- Poflz- + 
bly, the ſpeaker may be admired; his abilities, addrefs,. 
or elocution may excite notice and. applauſe, even 
where the principles he n the practical 
exhortations be delivers, are not ae The 
novelty, importance, and ſublimity of dhe things 

chiefly infiſted on, may ſeem for a time to entertain 

and intereſt the hearers, who may, therefore, be in- 


* Ads xxiv. 26. n 28 85 p | 
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Aauced to take great pains in frequenting ordinahees, 
| This may be. the caſe, where no fpiritual affections 
= | | are exerciſed, where the grand pecyliarities of the 
= | Goſpel are not underſtood, and no effectual applica- 
_=x tion made to the conſcience. O beware of reſting in 
| ſuch a ſuperficial attendance! Think it not enough 
to diſtinguiſh truth from error, or to diſcover a fer. 
vour of zeal- for right doctrines : be not ſatisfied in 
feeling admiration and delight, while the awful myſte. 

- Ties of redernption are exhibited, and © good tidings 
of great joy are announced. If you experience no 
20 7 6 forrow for ſin, no warm attachment to the Sa- 

Vidur, no renovatien of heart by the Spirit; the ſer. 
mons which you hear, may afford you entertainment, 
bdut will not promote your ſal vation. 
This is indeed a tremendous caſe; and yet it has 
frequently occurred. Of ſuch auditors the Lord God 
thus warned the prophet Ezekiel: „Lo, thou art 
unto them as a very lovely ſong of one that hath a 
pleaſant voice, and can play well on ah inſtrument: 
for they hear thy words, but they do them not “.“ 
Many of like deſcription attended on the Saviour, 
Multitudes of men and women expreſſed _—— 

jn liftening to his doctrine, that they travelled after 
Him with much wearineſs and erben : yet many of 
them entirely forſook him; and ſome, who had, pro- 
bably, ſung hoſanna to his name, ſoon afterwards cried 
out with extreme malignity, «© Crucify him, crucify 
him.“ John the Baptiſt had other hearers of this 

Fort, befides Herod, who, as our Lord teſtified, 
ere willing for a ſeaſon to rejoice in his light f.“ 

At frrf they were ſo ſtruck with his folemn declara- 
tions of the Meſſiah's approach, as tb be tranſported 
with wonder and joy. But, when he boldly reproved 
their iniquitous conduct, and called them to the 
ice of 'mortification, they baſely caluniniated his 
miniſtry, and exclaimed, © He hath a devil 3.” 


2 Pack, ab. 34 + Ichn v. 35, 1 Luke vil. 33. 
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Herod, however, advanced farther than merely ex- 


ng an admiration of the preacher, he was rouſed- 


of the neceflity of a change, he did many things, 
f to the performance of various duties. Tbis ap- 
peared promiſing indeed. But Herodias was ſtill re- 
med: he would not renounce+his connection with. 
hat infamous woman; and there he betrayed the un- 


en e many of his evil habits, and applied bim- 
fel 


ſoundneſs of his heart. The real convert reſts not 


in ſuch a partial amendment of the life: he will ab- 
hor and forſake one ſin as well as another, and yietd. 
à ſincere and uniform regard to every known. precept.. 
If, then, under the awakening influence of the word 
of God, you-profeſs-10 be penitents, examine faith- 


fully whether you are © new. creatures,” Has an 
univerſal renovation been produced? Are you deter- 


mined, by divine grace, to put away all ungodlineſs ? 
Have you made no reſerve ? Do you plead for no ex- 


ception ? Is there not a . ſin, which eaſily beſets you, 


and to which, from your conſtitution or ſituation, 
you are moſt expoſed ? Is this, what you are willing 


to abandon? This is, more than any other, the Hero- 


dias, which muſt be divorced: for, if the favourite 
1 ſtill retain its aſcendancy, where is your de- 
-liverance from the love and power of . iniquity? 7 

Perhaps, there is no carnal affection more enſnar- 


ing, or more generally fatal, than luſt. To what 
horrible ravages has it given riſe? Many have been 
gradually allured by it from one tranſgreſſion to an- 


other, till they have been led into ſuch enormities of 


conduct, as they once thought themſelves incapable- 


of committing. What will not men. ſacrifice to the 
es of their libidinous defires ? They will 

iſregard their intereſt, health, and reputation, violate 
. and engagements, deſpiſe every: ad- 


monition, oppoſe their own convictions, arid, even 


n 3 immortal ſouls, ob= 
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do action, and-attempted. a-reformation,. Convinced - | 
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SEE Rinately plonge into final perdition. What a griev- 
dus infatuation is this Herod is but one, out of thou- 
= ſands; who- will have to lament for ever A fond attach. 
ment to a ſhameleſs woman. How juſt is that deſcrip- 

tion of the adultereſs: © She hath caſt down; many 
wounded ; yea, many ſtrong men have btzen lain by 
her. Her houſe is the w bo hell, going denn 

= -chambers of death &.“ "oF 
Let us mark the event wick the king of Galilee, 
ighly as he reverenced the Baptiſt, he was at length | 
perſuaded to conſent to his death, pr through 
the importunate entreaties of Herodias. Vet, fora 
time, he was prevented from proceeding. to. any ag 
. of violence, © He feared the people, whocunivers 
fally regarded, John as a prophet. wad; tight have 
Maag general ſedition, to avenge his murder. What! 
did he not fear to wound his own conſcience, to ſhed 
Innocent blood, provoke the fierce anger of the Lord, 
and deſtroy his precious foul? No: but he. dreaded 
the reſentment" of a mob. A poor motive indeed! 
Vet it is well for ſociety, that finners are, in any way, 
| reſtrained from effecting their purpoſes. F 5 * 
when good principles fall, ſome mercenary, - worldly 
conſiderations have a ſtrong influence, Thus one 
evil paſſion: keeps down another; ſo that none, per- 
haps, feel themſelves at liberty to do all that is in their 
45 Were it otherwiſe, "the - utmoſt confuſion 
prevail, and, 'fuch is the hatred: of true reli- 
= 1 th Church itſelf would de ſoon extirpated, - 
wonderful” is the government, which is main- 

| tained over the human race! 

 Aﬀter ſame time, however, an ds offered, 
for the accompliſhment of Herodias's wiſh. In an 
3 temptation ſhe carried her point: the com- 


was induced to give up his objections. 
Aes 4 d“ banquet, prepared for the —_ 


| er e - 


* _ a 
” * 
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of his birthday, when the daughter of his queen had a 


Ve 

Us, _ danced before him and his nobles with great applauſe, 

h- he declared with an oath, that he would, grant her 

p- ſome mark of his favour, whatever ſhe would atk, 

ny though it were the half of his dominion L“. This 

by was am inſtance of extreme raſhneſs, and produced 

10 the moſt terrible effects, Alas l what. can we ex 

3 pect from entertainments, which are calculated to | 
ee, inflame and gratify the paſſions? The young wag. 
n man was perſuaded by her mother to claim the head 

gh of John the Baptiſt, who had excited; her reſent- 

1 2 ment. How ſtrange the propoſal.! But a vindictive 7 


mind will give up every conſideration, for the ſake 
of wreaking its vengeance on an enemñ̃. 
Herod himſelf appeared to be ſtruck with horror 
at thè thought of perpetrating the atrocious deed, and 
had not firmneſs. enough to reſiſt. However 
his conſcience might remonſtrate, he determined 
not ny 2 Herodias by a refuſal, and argued _ | 
abſurdly, that, unleſs he complied, he would be de- 
ſpiſed by his nobility for weakneſs and inconſtancy. 
He conſented, therefore, to the requeſt, though with 
viſible reluctance, and inſtantly commanded the 
head of the Lord's prophet to be ſevered from the 
body, and introduced into the company, as an ob= 
ject, probably, of their profane ſport. and contemptu- 
ous ridieule. Let ſurely, the condition of the Bap- 
tiſt, expiring by the hand of violence, was more to | 
in than that of Herod, exalted upon a three 
f 4nquity, | © A 440 N 
It d ſeem, the king pretended a regard to 
veracity in this baſe tranſaction: be was unwilling 
to violate his oath. What vile diſſimulation was 
this! To avoid the charge of perjury, he committed a 
murder of peculiar enormity. No declarations, how= 
ever confirmed by an oath, could have bound him 
Matt. iv. 11. Mar, vi. 21-2 - «| 4 0 
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_ . from which it procesded. Probably, the pretext was 


Conſeience, but to preſerve his credit among 
courtiers, to ſilence the importunate clamours of his 
_ Queen, and perhaps with a view of procuring eaſe to 
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do add in direct oppoſition to the [cleareſt commands 
of God. It Was his indiſpenſable duty, therefore, to 


depart from the promiſe, and repent of the raſhneks 


falſe. He perpetrated the crime, hot to ſatisfy his 
the 


Himſelf, by removing fo troubleſyme a reprover. - 
Here we remark the'ruinous tendency and progreſs 
of fin. The gratification- of luſt iifued. in murder; 


und, we fear, it is no uncommon event. When 


men abandon themſelves to the indulgence of their 


| ſenſual deſires, no bounds will be ſufficient to reſtrain 


them. They may be hurried from one baſe action 

to another, and determined to perſevere, even while. 
they themſclves recoil at every ſtep they take. Let 
us beware of yielding to thoſe ſolicitations, which 


will be encouraged” by our compliance to./ increaſe 
| "their demands upon us, and may produce the moſt 
| tremendous conſequences. We may be exaſperated 


by the rebukes of a faithful monitor, and induced to 


adopt ſome violent meaſures - againſt him. But, 


though we ſhould ſucceed in that point, fill we may 
Not be able to ſin without reſtraint :- we may carry 


About with us an inward tormentor, and, like Paſhuf, 
become © Magor-miffabib,” a terror to ourſelves *. 


Herod was freed from John's reproofs, and per- 
Liſted in his iniquity; but he could not forget that 
innocent blood had been ſhed, and under that con- 
viction was rendered miſerable; Some time after- 


ward, having heard remarkable accounts. of Jeſus, 


he was filled with many perplexing fears, leſt this 


mould be the perſon whom he had beheaded, 


now reſtored to life; as if he expected a retaliation, 
or ſome ſevere puniſhment f. It ſhould ſom, the 


| . enn ix. 79. 
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e mind of Herod could not be quieted by all the 
blandiſhments of his amorous queen, nor by his own 
liberfine principles. He is generally ſuppoſed to have 


caſe, he could not act the infide} : recollecting the 
violence be had committed, he was troubled by the 


apprehenſion of John's returning to life. © Let us 


learn to reverence that monitor, which we feel with⸗ 


ſeaſon, it may prove a fevere tormentor. D 


The uneaſineſs of Herod had no gvod effect. As 


e afterwards threatened to deſtroy Jeſus, it is obvious, 
that he remained an enemy of all righteouſneſs,” 
Our Lord deſpiſed his menaces, and, in reply calling 


bim a Fox, has juſtified the concluſion, that the king 


poſſeſſed the ſubtle and voracious diſpoſition of that 
wild and detefted animal “. It was the fame Herod, 


before whom the Saviour ſtood arraigned as a criminal, 
juſt before his crucifixion +. He was glad of the op- 


portunity to examine ſo remarkable a priſoner ;. but his 
motive was no better than a'curious defire of ſeeing 


ſome miracle performed by this worker of wonders. 


He propoſed a variety of queſtions, to which Jeſus 


returned no anſwer. Our Lord well knew his cha- 8 


racter, what opportunities of information he had neg- 
lected, What convictions he had reſiſted, and there - 
fore refuſed to afford him any further inſtructions. 


This circumſtance conveys a folemn admonition. 


« Behold, 'now is the accepted time; behold, now 
is the day of ſalvation f.. The gracious offers, 
® Luke zul. 35, 3. 4 Lake Nil. 5-126 f 2 Cor. l. 2. 
| 7 ON which 
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femembrance of the Baptiſt haunted him as 2 con- 
tinual accuſer. How powerful is the voice of con- 
ſcience? Amidſt all the pomps of a palace, it will 
cak, and make the wg upon his throne tremble; 
d 


| embraced the Sadducean notion of the ſoul's mortality, 
and diſbelieved a reſurrection. But, in the preſent” 


in us; for, if we attend not to its dictates in due 
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which. are yet 2 if contemnptuoully: jel; ma 
never be repeated 
Onhappy Herod Had he been properly affected, 
* even then, with æ ſeoſe of his condition ;. had he poſ- 
ſeſſed an honeſt, humble, teachable diſpoſition, that | 
interview with the Saviour would have been a bleſſing 
indeed. But, as the caſe ſtood, it tended only to ag. 
avate his guilt and condemnation. He treated the 
d. Chriſt with. inſolent contempt, as if. his pre- 
| tenſions to royalty were abſurd in the extreme. He 
. 0 ſet him at nought,,. and mocked him, and arra 
bim Bag * robe, and ſent him again to Pi- 
late.” Tho two unrighteous 3 who had 
been at variance, were reconcil on that occaſion,, 
and then, probably, joined their counſels together, 
an 2 to the Redeemer. It is not uncommon 
for finners, who are incenſed againſt each other, to- 
lay aſide their private quarrels.and party diſtinctions, 
that _y may. unite with. greater: force. againſt the 
_ . Goſpel, O Lord, « Of. a truth againſt thy holy: 
child | eſus,. whom thou haſt 'anointed, both Herod 
and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the peo 
ple of Iſrael, were gathered together “. 
At laſt the judgment of God overtook this proud 
offender.. He ſuffered ſuch a total defeat in battle 
from Aretas, king of. Arabia, whoſe daughter he had 
married and divorced that the Jews themſelves con- 
- Gdered it as the effect of divine vengeance upon him, 
for the murder of Jobn the Baptiſt f. He was af- 
- terwards driven from his high ſtation with diſgrace, 
. and. both he and his adulterous. gum died in exile 
at Lyons in Gaul. 
Such was Herod: but. now, turning our attention 
00 ourſelves, let us enquire, What is our own cha- 
u Will any, perſons undertake to (I the 


A h. 25. +:Joſephus... 


licentious 


. 


2 * 


begotten im th 
u HONG 98 ove «.evaclalting; life F. ** "lg 


oli 2 2 £5 01080; SNL ot - 
CLOS Rank. e f Jab Lug: i 


Yo os 


8 upon all. thoſe, ( that 


ſelves, from. all, Jour tranſg 
ae: De Ad ripe 5 Be 


Son, that . a believeth in 1 ſhould 


x 


713% * Fj 3249 . Y, $0333 3. ne 2 
* a 


Y* 


* he ESTI AL ESE KA 
ns Lhe 12 +: TROP . 1 5 "CL IT, er +15 Th * * 


"= - 1 ” = * 
. RY 7 29 Na Nine BCG 27 10-3 ad 


- * = . = : » r- l : " a — *. 
2 ty of mY Or WES ws . 1 3 . 735 
Ale N 12 | | 43% 89 1 
” 1 | 7 Ll W 7 £ 
* k { \ . : 4 : ＋* : * 2 a, FF” * L . 
* 441 11 = 4. is £ * a } * a 14 s « 2 n : , ; 70 g . : T 4 
3 934 6 


| © F123 1 ? . N « err 
j % 


= 


— — — 


"2 ],, 


- * 6 # 
$ . *-2% 10 * o 1 l S 2 = #4 o 1 
J * 4 * L * v T% o 1 4 * 4 » »# \ A 7 Nn * 1 of * 4 bs $4 1 « 1. 2 4 
- N - * 


ö d Iten onen 


p ty 0 . 1 * * Ty £ FY 5 — 8 
* i $53 + VI * 244 17 
125 0 fat vin. ie N nn 
5 11.11 treads; Gone Err 
Srephen, choſen ann faith e e 


** certain diſputanti—aryaigned the Sinhedrim 
ne with" a prune is emtered or 2 
uifine.—ince ſed the countil—ſiwo heaven open: 


; re his 24 * 770 22 Bon Bis » on 


NO EINE wt: 9 wn 


Is differnt che. Chutch of Chin has Lad 
„ ggle with extreme violence of oppoſition. 
5 This de tended to exhib the entity of the human 
art againſt true religion; but it has, alſo, given 
1 4 — to the brighteſt diſplays of the power, love, 
and faithfulneſs of God in adminiſtering ſupport and 
comfort to his ang people. In the mean time, 
- the Goſpel has received abundant confirmation, while 
many have cheerfully endured contempt and tortures, 
and Jaid down their lives in its defence. May eve 
reader be encouraged & to. follow the Lamb” . 
ſevereſt difficulties, and learn from the preſent ex- 
ample to exerciſe prudence and f as well as 
zeal and courage, in his ſervice 
We are now called to contemplate the: character 
of one, who imbibed much of the Saviour's ſpirit, 
trod in his ſteps with ſingular firmneſs, and, after 
eminent uſefulneſs, obtained, before any others in 
the Chriſtian Church, the honourable crown of mar- 
tyrdom. Amongſt that illuſtrious company, who 
bave fought and bled: in a glorious manner, for the 
teſtimony of Jeſus, none ſhines with greater ſplen- 


dour than Saint Stephen. In his dying behaviour, 
eſpecially, 
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eſpecially, we perceive 'a rich aſſemblage of graces, 


which we ſhould keep in view for our own imi- 

WE GT | 

He is introduced to our notice, as one of the ſe- 

ven firſt deacons at Jeruſalem. That the Apoſtles 

might de relieved from the care of the poor, and 
ive themſelves entirely to the ſpiritual duties of their 
nction, proper perſons were choſen for the regular 


and impartial diſtribution of the public money, though, 


it is. preſumed, their attention was not confined 
merely to temporal concerns . None, doubtleſs, 
were inveſted with this office, but ſuch as were of 


known'integrity, piety, and diſcretion, The direc- 


tion of the Apoſtles was, Look ye out from among 
u ſeven, men of honeſt report, full of the Ho 
oft and wiſdom, whom we may int over thi 


duſineſc. Of this deſcription was Saint Stephen. 


He ſtands the foremoſt in the liſt, and, probably, 


ſurpaſſed the reſt in his gifts and attainments. © They 
choſe Stephen, a man full of faith, and of the Holy. 


Go. R 


O how deſirable it is, that all the departments in 


the Church were occupied by perſons of ſimilar en- 
donments! Thoſe, who are not previoully pof- 


ſeſſed of ſpiritual knowledge and experience, in pri- 
vate life, are not likely to diſcharge any public truſt 


with credit and advantage. Preferment generally 
proves'a ſnare and a curſe to thoſe, who do not ſin- 


cetely devote themſelves to the ſervice of God, ,and 


exert their abilities, whatever they may be, for his 


glory: and fuch caſes ſtamp reproach and 1 


on our holy profeſſion. Let us pray, that God woul 

raiſe up among us faithful witneſſes for his truth, 
and open the way for their admiſſion to thoſe facred 
ſunctions, for which he is pleaſed to qualify them 


by his Spirit, Thus we may hope, that his work 
2 wy ® Acts vic ry fees BEL IE" 
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will be revived, ant the general languor, which 
now lament, ſucceeded b gar fervour. of d N | 
At the period, to — 0 we here refer, the Church 
age in a proſperpus ſtate. Its Er were 
diligent and vigorous, and the conduct of its at 
rious members, conſiſtent and honour 7 
ingly, as we might expect, the wort = 0 
creaſed; and the number of the diſciple «ng 


Jeruſalem greatly. 6 ao the 
alſo, were favourable. = wry ey; — 


ped the . But the 
amazing propagation of the faith, through the ZEA 
lous N of hows .ghin 8 5 ders, again 1580 
excited a us op an. Such à man 33 
Stepben, ſo laborious. and. uſeful in the fervice;.;could 
not long remain unnoticed, by the. adverſaries : ant 
t bim eſpeci .as one ſtanding in the font of 
+ the battle, their envenomed levelled, 
m Ftepben, full of faith. and power, did. won. 
Aers and miracles among the people. ving felt 
in himſelf the blefſedneſs of the Golpel, Re 
_ the more earneſtly. recommend it to others. He 
preached with du fervour, and confirmed * 
goctrines by the extraordinary gifts of the Spirit, which 
he poſſeſſed. Attempts were, therefore, made, 6 
© Eonfound and ſilence this zealous advocate for Chriſt, 
 . , Certain perſons, probably of diſtinguiſhed. abilities 
and learning, from the different ſynagogues in Jeru- 
falem, pretended to oppoſe. him by. argument: 
he was not backwatd to declare and maintain the 
truth before theſe ſubtle diſputants. In this contelt 
he received aſſiſtance from above, and gained a de- 
. cided victory, He ſpake by a. wiſdom E to his 
own, which aſtoniſhed and overpowered. his antago- 
| niſts with an irreſiſtible force. They were bafſied, 
and, Dough not driven from the field, obliged to 
. change eir mode of attack. When ——— fail; 
a, ied the es of flanderous and malicious 
invectivcs. 
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fivefives, Men, in general, are Ar to mile, 
repreſent”: and tevile, hat they have in Vain en- 
dedvoured to coniute.” Accufations were ſought” for, 
and perjured wretches hired to aſſert a baſe calumny. 
The minds of the people were inflamed, and even 
the N perſons of the city engaged i in-the op- 
_ Stephen was appretiended, and with rage 
en before the grand council o 
the Ae ew of juſtice was preſerved; 13 
the 'prifoner was put upon Vos trial, and witneſſes 
called, who declared, (We have heard him ſpeak 
dlaſphemous words againſt Moſes, and againſt God.“ 
This they explained further by ſaying, that Stephen 
had predicted the deſtruction of Jeruſalem and. the 
mri rk and the total abolition che law, by that _ 
Jeſus whom he preached, 
The charge was notoriouſly fl toy as con- A 
nected with thoſe inferences, which they had drawn, 
Yet, probably, he had uſed expreflions concerning the ' 
nee, which God would execute upo hem 
fo der unbelief : and theſe they maliciouſly miſ- 
conſtrued and "perverted to their own purpoſe, In 
the ſame way the characters of religious perſons moſt 
ich — falfer, by oblique, Hindi unfair de- 
is ons, and wrong interpretations, rather nv N 
iſt direct lies. We Lei not be ſurpriſed, if, in 35 
ne 2 of the truth, our words be wilfully miſtake 
Te — —1 de evil fpoken of.“ We owe it # 
and by over-ru influence of God's providence, won - ; 
the derfully refifaiging the malevolence of his enemies, 
tell BN that we are at any time preſerved from the poiſonou: 
de. attacks of falſe _— If we conſider, how ſoon 
his our reputation, ſubſtance, liberty, or life itſelf might 
be taken away, only by © ſetting up falſe witneſſes,” 
Red, in the cafe of Stephen, we ſhall ſee abundant rea- 
| 1. ſon to admire and praiſe the power and wiſdom of 
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266 SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS, 3 
Ehe priſoner ſtood at the bar, and, the charge 
88 ing brought, the eyes of the court were fixed upon 
him. And what did they behold? Were there any 
 figns of guilt, any terror, or conſuſion diſcoverable 
in bis countenance? No: they ſaw him, not onl 


. . compoſed and undaunted, but filled with lively joy, : 


and ſhining with a, radiant boghcngns live whe lay 
1 appeared in the face of e he came 
down from the mount of God. This Was more 
than the natural effect of a good conſcience, of à pure 
zeal for God, or an aſſurance of his ſove; though 
theſe will afford ſupport and comfort in extreme dan- 
rs, Here a miraculous, a diyine ſplendour was 
| Gus, which was a fingular honour conferred upon 
t. Stephen, and which his enemies ought to have 
acknowledged as an evident token, that God was 
with him. They { ſawy his face, as it had been the 
- face of an Angel, majeſtic and glorious. Were 
they not, then, ſo ſtruck with the phenomenon, as 10 
def from the proſecution, * leſt they ſhould be 
found even to fight againſt. God?“ Alas ſuch i; 
the blindneſs and obduracy of the human heart, that 
no external evidence. will, of itſolf, produce any prox 
per, religious convictions : not the viſion of an An 
el from heaven; nor the teſtimpny of a miſerable 
irit, if-releaſed from · its confinement in hell “. J 
Accordingly the court, diſregarding this uncom. 
mon appearance, proceeded inthe trial, and the high 
- prieſt, as preſident of the council; put the priſoner 
upon his defence f. Then Stephen ſpake in hi 
dyn vindication; or rather, being more ſolicitou 
to ſave his audience, thay procure his diſcharge, he 
emnly warned them not to. reject the gracious pto. 
poſals of God by his faithful ſervants, as many d 
their forefathers had done. We cannot here enlarge 
upon the different parts of this animated addrels 
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which bears the cleateſt marks of profound wisdomr 


He endeavoured to fix their attention by giving a 


ſhort detail of their hiſtory; and, While he ſhewed 
the various diſpenſations of merey to their nation, 
the tendency of his diſcourſe. was to deliver them 


from à blind attachment to their external privileges, 


their boaſted forms and | nies. He obſerved, 
that the Lord had called and b d their anceſtors, 


before-their law was publiſhed, or their temple built. 


Vet he expreſſed bjmiſclf in ſuch terms both. of their 
ritual. and place of worſhip, as evinced his high ve- 
neration for. them, 1 5 <p the bh e of blaſ. 
my, for which he en arraigned. He prov 
e ſpirit of oppoſition to 3 
which they then. diſcovered, had appeared at different 
times among their progenitors, and intimated. their 
danger of incurring a tremendous condem nation 
| The ſermon is not to be conſidered as complete: 
it is only a part of what be ſeems to have intended, 


if \they. would have given him A park bearing, 

gn, they began 
violent commotion, ſo that he 
night perceive, from their countenances, à pure 
e of interrupting his diſcourſe. He-endeavourcg, ' 


But, dect, as he opened his d 
to heẽõ marks 


therefore, to draw towards a concluſion, by making 


2 Varm and pointed application to his. audience, 
He boldly charged them with imitating the perverſe- 
nels, of the ancient Iſraelites, obſtinately reſiſting; the 


Holy Ghoſt, murdering the wry Saviour, whom their 
own-prophets had foretold, contemptuouſly vio- 


lating that law, of which they boaſted. This was 


more than they could bear: © they were cut to the 


beart, not with godly. ſorrow, as the converts on 

the day of Pentecoſt ®, but with indignation and 

tage. They could not preſerve even an external 
decorum, through the violence of their reſentment; 
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| | pealing to the tightwous Judge 


15 * to receive him. 


_ heavenly conſolations, may freque 


_ * admire'the ation 
dle, chat ſinners will credit ſuch accounts, as accord 
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ed upon him with their er- bent, 
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St. Stephen, then, had nothing to expect, but im. 
niedinte deſtruction: yet he remained undaunted; 
The Lord God conferred. upon him a more-fignal 
honour, than before. 

were adminiſtered to the poor perſecuted ſaint, %4s 
enabled him to be collected ot — bis — 
enemies, though he ſeemed to lie at merey 
glories of 3 world were unfolded” to his 
view, and he experienced within his enraptured ſoul 
n large meaſure of its bleſſedneſs. What a ſtriking 
contraſt is here exhibited between him and his 2dver. 
Aries! They felt diabolieal tempers, which conſtitute 
part of infernat miſery: he, poſſeſſiug peace and joy 
Ulpeskable, exulted, as if be had been tranſlated into 
the immediate preſence of God: Under che full in- 
fuence of the Holy Gboſt, be diſregarded their rage, 
and locked up with ſixed attention, as if he were ap- 
of all. He ſaw the 
ndour, which encircles the throne of God, and 
the Saviour Himſelf ſtanding at the right hand of the 


divine Majeſty, . 
$1011 33-28 12 


N Tue man of God, fired with a hal leens 
not attending to his own ſituation, declar the de. 
lightful viſion. The believer,” when faudured with 

ntly be unable to 


conceal” his emotions, and, without conſulting the 


dictates of worldly udence, may call upon others to 
of his joy. But it is not probs- 


not with their own experience. Thus the perſecu- 
tors of St. Stephen, ſo far from being convinced by 


Ref his relation of the wondrous fact, were the more in- 


cenſed. Confirmed in their former opinion, they 
concluded that he was a blaſphemer, who ought not 


he . . ag pee F Tue W wm * 


Such abundant conſolatiom 


aged for bis Sh n r 
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upon bim with furious rage, and hurried him out of 


the city, that they might deftroy him by ſtaning. 
bf g thoſe; who encouraged 
this violent outrage, was a young man, named Saul, 


It · s remarked, that among 
who ſoon afterwards became a principal pillar, of the 


Church, and preached the faith, which he then hated 


and oppoſed. - He gave conſent to Stephen's death, 


nd, in teſtimony of approbation, defended the gar- 


ments of thoſe, who ſhed his blood. Do we not la- 


ment their blind and intemperate zeal? They ſup- 
poſed, that they were doing God ſervice ®, and pre- 


tended à regard to his law. But, alas! they knew 


not, wat were their real principles. O Lord, de- 


ver us from ſuch a grievous deluſion; and while we 


profeſs to contend for thy truth and glory, fuffer un 


not to be carried away by the tempers of Satan 


We turn our eyes from the madneſs of the mur- | 
verers; to contemplate the conduct of the dying faint. 


Wich unſhaken courage, with ſweet compoſure, with 
4ively-faith; and fervent love, he cloſed his valuable 
Jifez and leſt a — pattern for the admiration of the 

Church in every 

upon him the inſtruments of deſtruction, he looked, 
up in prayer, and commended his ſoul into the hands 
of the Saviour, whom he beheld in glory. Know- 

ing, in whom he had believed, and being perſuaded 

that he was able to keep that which he committed 


unto him againſt that day t,“ he exclainied, Lord 


Jeſus, receive my ſpirit. 


Me remark, to whom his ſolemn petition was ad- 
dreſſed, and we are at no ſoſs to collect his opinion of 


«the divine nature of Chriſt. He conſidered him, 
evidently, as poſſeſſed of power to preſerve the ſacred 


depoſit, then intruſted to him, and as d the true God, 
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ucceeding age. While they hurled 
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* -who demands ſupreme reverence and workhip. Shall 
iny . preſume to inſinuate, that this eminent ſaint, 


A being full of the Holy Ghot},” could die in the 


very commiſſion. of idolatry ? But this horrible poſi- 
tion muſt be maintained, if it be hot allowed, that 
Jeſus Chriſt is God, equal with- the Father. It is 
obſervable, chat Stephen hete paid the ame adoration 
to the Redeemer, in delivering up to him the care of 
his departing ſoul, which the Redecmer himſelf of. 
ſered to the Father, when he ſaid, Into thy hands 
I commend my ſpirit .. „„ 
- . Amidft vollies of ſtones, which were caſt upon 
his 'bruiſed body, Stephen continued unſhaken in his 
mind. Confident of his own ſecurity, he felt the ten- 
©  dereſt compaſſion for the perſons, who were bringing 
upon themſelves the guilt of innocent blood, and prayed 
aloud upon his bended knees, that their heinous offence 
might not riſs up in Fele to their condemnation, 
He cried, . Lord, lay not this ſin to their charge. 
How amiable the temper here manifeſted ! What an 
Alluſtrious diſplay of the power of divine grace ! What 
a ſtriking reſemblance between the dying conduct of 
this holy martyr, and that of the bleſſed Redeemer, 
ho, likewiſe, in his laſt moments, thus interceded 
for his murderers, '< Father, forgive them; for they 
—_— not + gra 2 R 2 
Tpbe hole t. Stephen's deportment proy 
chat be was dyperior to all the menaces and S 
dis enemies. When he had offered up his devout ſup- 
| plications for them, © he fell aſleep: he met his diſ- 
ſolution with as much compoſure, as if he were retir- 
ing from the fatigues of the day, ard ſeeking reſt and 
refreſhment in ſleep for his weary body. Such is the 
cloſe of life to the believer in Jeſus. - Surely, we ate 
;conftrained. to ſay, © Bleſſed are the dead, which die 
in the Lord, from henceforth, They reſt from their 
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1 . STEPHEN, W 
{ibours3 and their works do follow them 29 Yr 
„ er which Hecp in Jeſus, will God bring 
: ith im .“ e „„ 
the be departure of this illuſtrious ſaint, ſo glorious 
and happy to himſelf, appeared a heavy loſs to the 
8 Church, eſpecially in ſuch. a ſeaſon of violent perſe - 
55 cution: As a teſtimony of the high eſtimation, in 9 
Jo which he was held, « devout men carried Stephen to 
4 bis burial, and made great lamentation over him .“ 

g It is not wrong to deſire, that uſeful lives may be 
15 ſpared, or, when. they are taken away, 1 for 
2 the many inconveniences, which we may ſuſtain, and 

the obſtruction, which may be apprehended, to the 
work of God. But is it thus, that the enemies f 
true religion die? Their remoyal is, frequently, an 
acknowledged bleffing to ſociety. “ The wicked is 
driven: away in his wickedneſs ;” and.“ when the 
wicked periſn, there is ſhouting 9 - 
A ſerious review of Pegg Lat narration will 
uggeſt various inſtructions, IH Few: 55 
1. It will confirm us in the belief of the Goſpel. 
Among other evidences in ſupport of our holy faith, 
we may produce the ſufferings of its primitive teach - 
ers, as furniſhing a very ſtrong argument. They, 
ſurely, who had the beſt opportunities of examining, 
were perſuaded of its truth and excellency, fince they 
eheerfully endured the ſevereſt tortuxes in its defence. 
Stephen was the firſt, who died in the cauſe; but 
wany others ſoon followed his example. Could "by | 
de actuated by intereſted views? Did they conduct 
theraſelves like impoſtors ? The holy martyr, whom 
ve here contemplate, plainly tound in bis laſt mo- 
ments the reality and bleſſedneſs of that religion, 
which he ſo powerfully maintained. By the pe- 
and triumphant manner of his death, in ſuch circum- 
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ſtances of bodily pain, he has leſt an anqueſtionable 
proof, that our Redeemer is mighty. Many private 
Chriſtians, likewiſe, at the hour of their departure, 
mough they ſuffer not by the hand of violence, yet 
nt it beyond a doubt, by their heavenly tempers and 
ively joys, that their ſyſtem is not a < cunningly de- 
viſed able, or their faith a vain deluſion. O' "hes 
liſten to their teſtimony, and be animated by their ex- 
ample!- May our laſt end be like their's; and, when 
we are cloſing our eyes upon eyery thing below, may 
om able to ſay, I know that my Redeemer liy- 
2. It will teach us how to meet the fierceſt oppo. 
fition for the truth*s ſake. © Our obſervations on this 
| Head may be thought ill- ſuĩted to the preſent ſtate of 
things. We grant, that the ſame violence of perſe- 
eution, "which occurred in former times, does not 
now prevail. We allow the candour of the age) 
we are thankful for the mild and equitable laws, 
' Which prevent or puniſh any outrage upon our per- 
_ ſons. But there is ſtill “che ſtrife of tongues, the 
4 trial of cruel mockings,” which cannot be re- 
 ftrained:: and theſe have conſiderable influence in de. 
terring men from a zealous profeflion of religion, 
Though we are not called to martyrdom, it muſt be 
felt as extremely painful tobe deſpiſed and calumniatel 
by thoſe, whoſe friendſhip we are antious to preſerve, 
We learn, however, from Stephen's example, to 
reſiſt our enemies with prudence and courage. 
like him, we would “put to filence the ignorance df 
fooliſh men, we ſhould be able to give a conſiſtent 
account of our faith, and defend our principles. 
Much wiſdom, alſo, will be requiſite, in order to 
adapt our diſcourſe to the circumſtances, in which 
we may be placed. Yet let us beware of cowardict, 
while we behold Stephen's intrepidity, determine 
never to deſert the cauſe of truth, for the _—_—— 
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ciiating the eſteem of its 'oppoſers. What have ww 

to fear, if we ſerve the Lord Chrift?' :e 

The preſent hiſtory teaches us, likewiſe, to unite. 

with an immovable es the exerciſe o.meekneſs- _ 

and love. Stephen complained not of the injurious / 

teatment, which he received. Inſtead of thrawing, 

out any bitter inveCtives, he teſtified his reatineſs to 

pardon; by 22 his murderers to the mere 

and forgiveneſs of God. By ſuch a ſingular diſplax 

of forbearance and kindneſs, he brought more credit 

to the Goſpel, than he could have done by any other 

uments. Have we learnt to ſuffer with a ſimilar + 

iſpofition? Ah ! how, much do we diſhonour the 

cauſe of Chriſt by the peeviſhneſs of our ſpirit, and 

the keenneſs of our reſentment againſt thoſe, Wo 
„ WW reproach or inſult us! Or rather, do we not prove, 

laws, that we have not yet underſtood the extent of that 

per- bolineſs, which our religion requires??? 1 

„the es It encourages us to expect ſufficient ſtrength 

comfort, under all our, perſecutions for righteouſ- 

neſs fake. This primitive r ſtands as a witneſs 

for the grace and faithfulneſs of his divine Maſter, 

who will never abandon or | deceive his upright ſer- | _ 

vants, That ancient promiſe is verified in the caſe 

of every fincere believer: . As thy days, ſo ſhall thy | 

&rength be w.“ And will not this ſuffice us? If the 

world frown, yet Jeſus will ſmile :- if they curſe, He 

will command a bleſſing. Whatever may be taken 

from us, for our attachment to him, He will make am 

abundant compenſation. Though the moſt numer- 

ous and powerful adverſaries declare againſt us, we 

© 49 in dependence on his veracity, and ſays 

The Lord is on my fide, I will not fear .“ : 
We need not, we ought not, to ſtagger at the moſt. 

terrible appearances of death. We perceive in St. 

Stephen's countenance, how Jeſus can lighten hx 
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* dark valley; and, even in that tremendous | 
fill our fouls with peace and joy. Way held de 
' Hot hope to maintain ſuch 'a BI eb bebe? This, 
at leaſt, the grace of our God can beſtow. But we 
ſhould extend our view beyond the preſent ſcene, and 
- _ contemplate — W waiting to receive us to 
manſions of eternal bleſſedneſs. Let us perſevere in 
faith and patience, and ſoon ſhall the gates of heaven 
de opened for our honourable admiſſion. © If we 
fſuſffer, we ſhall alſo reign with him *.“ For thus he 
addreſſes every Chriftian ſoldier, enliſted under his 
Danner, « Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give | 
3 flice à crown of life f. | N 
e We pray, therefore, with our church ; N 
& Grant, O Lord, that in - ww a e bers 
5 upon earth, for che toftim ytruthꝭ we | 
eadfaſth look up to — by faith behold ch. 
FS 


ry that ſhall be revealed; 1 being filled with the 


Ghoſt As 2 to love _ our 5 . 
cutors example of thy Martyr Saint 
88 yed for his murderers to thee, O 


Bees Jeſus, e God 
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'Tzx Lat God frequently cots then hs oh 8 

poſes by ſuch inſtruments, as are thought weak gd 
contemptible, and thus proves, that his cauſe is not 
indebted to any human abilities for fu rt, But, at 

ſome times 1 for ſpecial purpoſes, He is pleaſed to 

ſelect perſons of admired endowments, * infide- 

lity world gladly have claſſed amongſt its advocates, 

and to render them of extenſive ſervice to the inter». 

eſts of Chriſtianity. * Alas! how often do ſplendid . 

gifts become a ſnare and a curſe, not to the poſſeſſors | 
only, but to ſociety, being employed in defence of 
erroneous and deſtructive principles! How different 

is the cafe, when they are conſecrated to the Lord. 
and devoted to the ufe of the ſanctuary! Then indeed 

they appear truly excellent, deſerve our higheſt eſteem, * 

| 7 contribute to the temporal and ind eternal happines 

of men. 

Such reſlections ariſe from the conſideration of the 
character now. before us. St. Paul was furniſhed 
with large intellectual powers, and ample attainments 
Os which would "—_ done credit to any 
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{ - | Chriſtian, rather than the Scholar, and to admire, not 
- | '* ©. fo much his natural genius-and abilities, as © the ex- 
ecCeeding grace of God in him,” That grace ſtamped 
a dignity and worth on all his qualifications, and gave 
them their proper direction and employment. * 
us hear his own grateful ure Sat « By the 
grace of God I am what I am *. None ever ſhone = 
with greater luſtre than he did, after he had once en- 
tered on the ſervice of Chriſt :* none ſeem to have 
arrived at a higher degree of perfection, or. to have 
been honoured with more extenſive uſefulneſs in the 
World. We thank God for the amazing effects of 
mau. preaching, and eſpecially for his infpired compoſi. 
\., tions, which conſtitute a conſiderable part of the New 
' __ - Teſtament; and which will deſcend as an ineſtimable 
\ - bleffing to ages yet unborn. May we all partake of. 
| the ſame ſpirit,” and learn ſrom bis example and ex- 
- hortations to yield -ourſelves to the Saviour with te 
warmeſt affections and unreſerved obedience! : | 
Saul, for ſuch was his name originally, was born 
at Tarſus in Cilicia, and, through peculiar favour 
granted to the natives of that town, entitled to the 
e 
ſo 


. 
* 


— 


4 
NS edom and privileges of a Roman citizen +. He 
© - ſprang from Jewiſh parents, and boaſted that he could 
trace his deſcent from Abraham, had conformed 
0 all ritual injunctions; © circumciſed the eighth day, 
of the ſtock of Iſrael, of the tribe of Benjamin, an 
Hebrew of the Hebrews . He was taught the 
common buſineſs of a tent - maker ; but we cannot 
therefore conclude, that he was confined to any ſer- 
Nille labour, or placed in a mean fituation J. He en- 
Joyed the advantages of a liberal education; being well 


* 


S x Cor. xv. 10. + Ade xxii, 3, 28. 

8 1 2 Cor. xi. 22. Phil. Mi. To He xyili. 43. : 
II was cuftomary with the Jews, even the moſt opulent, to train 
er their children to the knowledge of ſome trade, by which they 
> c be reduced to 
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Ioftrufted in the leqraing of the times, and furoilhed © 
with a conſiderable ſhare of reading in the Greek: » if 


Latin writers. 


. 
, 
bf - 


Probably at an early age he went to Jeruſalem, to... 


acquire the neceſſary acquaintance with Jewiſh lite 
ws with the principles of his own. religion, 


ho moſt generally received interpretations of the Old = 


eſtament. For thoſe purpoſes he was under the 
of the celebrated Doctor, Gamaliel, and, as his 85%. 
« brought up at his feet. There he made conſiders 
able proficiency in his ſtudies, and ſoon diſcovered a 
zealous attachment to all the Moſaic inftitution 

Such an attachment might de greatly increaſed by the 
influence of his tutor: at leaſt, he came out from un» 
| ger his care a rigid, bigotted Phariſee, He laid an- 

undue. ſtreſs on the obieryance of Jewiſh ceremonies z 
and,.as he could not bear to hear of their abolition-ap 


* — po 
bt 


- 


_ inſufficiency, he imbibed, with his firſt rudiments, 


ſpirit of oppoſition. ta the Goſpel. He thought, and 


it ſeemed to be a firm and well-· grounded 8 


that it was his bqunden duty to exert himſelf again i | 
the Chriſtian faith; * that he ought to do many 777 


; * contrary to the name of Jeſus of Nazareth why } 
He 


re e 
1 


and according to the dickates of his conſcience, wh 


| he perſecuted, and wiſhed, if poſſible, to entirpate, the 


_ profeſſors of this new religion. But the plea of fin= 


cerity and conſcience will not excuſe him. It was 
his ſin, as it is the fin of many, not to be better in- 
formed: a blamable and corrupt diſpoſition of mind 


prevented him. from giving the Goſpel a ſerious atten- 


tion and fair examination. He muſt have had 


opportunities of being acquainted with its evidence, 


during his reſidence at Jeruſalem: but he previouſly © 
determined to reject a ſyſtem, which totally ſubvertedi 


1 
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lis proud principles, and therefore obſtinately refuſed . 
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1925 __ mr] 1 his 1 and treati r wen 
= Es of violence. He coricluded, that 
0 e ago ſervice; but that ſentichegt bes 
frayed an extreme blindneſs and depravity f. IJ 
. Ny The facred hiſtory firſt introduces his name 
2 the death of St. Stephen. When that 
holy marty 8 Saul, who had proba- 
been Pede at eee ſolemn ſermon, gave | 
| approbarion and aſſiſtance to the 5 petration of |} 
the horrid murder t. He | proceeded muth farther, 
Wich a furious and voracious diſpofition, like a beaſt 
wf prey, be purſued the diſciples of Co that he 
might tear and devour them, He went great 
Bye before it pleaſed God to ſtop his mad career, 
1 5 He made havock'of the CTherch, Enteritig into every | 
5 Houſe, and haling men and women, 15 no defer+ 
© elice: to. ſex or ape, © committed 2 to priſon g.? 
985 Fr confeſſes, that he < impriſoned and beat in eve ry | 
ogue them that eee 3“ that he “ puniſh 
* "ok in ever gue, and compelled * 
890 blaſpheme, eing exceedirigly mad 
2 hes perſecuted, Pech unto ftratige ties 4.2” It is 
obvious BR he ſought nothing en than their total 
| He breathed Vit threatemings and | 
ter 4; 45 if, with evety breach he drew, be 
. e and deſtfuction to the por 
Hintz. He applied for the influence and authority of 
the high prieſt, cho probably was not backward to 
- -countenance and promote his plans, that we hit 


Fury his perſecution even to the diſtant ci 2 
| — drann oy with 
5 8 A vill. 1. RE 


% Lei: tra 
| Ani. 11. ix. 1, 2. 
9 furious 
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oer rage, enn dea reached the emd of hs jour= 


1 55 an account, can any doubt be enter- 
tained of the real ſtate of his mind at that time ? 

Whatever may be faid of hs integrity or good inten- 

tions, is it not evident from this deſcription, that he 
was then © in the gall of bitterneſs, and in the bond 


of iniquity ?*” Shall we not allow his own confeflion,, . 


that he was © the chief of ſinners,” «© not meet to 


be called an Apoſtle, becauſe he perſecuted the Church =: 


of God * The principles, by. which he was actu- 
ated, and the conduct he purſued, were highly offen-. 
five to God; ſo that we cannot but conſider him, in 
that period of his life, as obnoxious to the divine in- 
dignation. We grant that he preſerved a ſtrict regu- 
larity of manners, that his deportment was moral, in 
the common acceptation of morality, and even blame 
leſs before men. He was, alſo, conftarit and exact in 
all the offices of external devotion: but his religion 
Vas the offspring of pride and ignorance. He © went 
about to eſtabliſh, his own righteouſneſs,” and main» 
tained a confident aſſurance of bis fafety. Alas! be 
2 alive without the law: he underſtood t 
the extenſive and ſpiritual demands of God's precepts; 
or the tremendous conſequence of the leaſt deviation 
from duty. He was therefore. elated with a conceit 
of his goodneſs ; though, at the very time, his obe- 
dience was not 
Wich all his fair 
e was in the 
were by the law, did work in his members to bring 
forth fruit unto death f. 
Some have ed, that, on aceount of his fin» 
cerity, he poſſeſſed a previous diſpoſition to receive 
the Goſpel. But _ of ſuch a Pharifaical fpirit, 


ces and high pretenſions, he 
and the motions of fins, which - 


ern b 35 x Core a. . , F | 
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partial, but wrong throughout. 


e ſhemed, ace the moſt unwilling to * db F 
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ſſented his 
mit vo conſiderable change could be neceſſary; - nay, 
_ that he deſerved. the grace, which was afterwards be- 
.” -  Rowed, as a reward for his integrity. How contra- 
| 3 ry to this were his own ſentiments! In all his writ- 
* 'Ings, he deſcribes his guilt as extremely heinous and: 
- aggravated, and fpealcs A aſtoniſhment of the mercy 
ef God; from Which he ſeemed to be farther removed 
| _—_ other ſinner : and therefore he is 4 5 
Fav 5 bo as the moſt 
. et we al * 
3 2225 3 
: t s. in oppoling. Chriſt, 
apainft clear Aras ron ale 


AP convictions of his 
own mind, we e war he would hve be 


gm up to a judicial hardneſs, and forgiveneſs have | 


; impoſfible. Let none fatter themſelves, that the 
Want of inſtruction will be a ſufficient- _—_—— The 
mot awful denunciations are levelled 
5 ho know not God and his truth . — — you 
muy be confident if your own rectitude, and yet be 
ä -, grityoully deceived. - Even a miſguided conſcience 
| may prove: erde. Though you abſtain from 

immoralities, and be admired for your punctual 


attention to religious duties, your prevailing tempers 


. be ſuch, as render you odious to God. Come, 
| "df track from'the: example before us the neceſſity of 


à total renovation, There is an univerſal depravity 
of nature, which . to be ſubdued. You — 
therefore, put 


your pretended Ae Jad deteſtables RE 


from corrupt mot 


3 2 Such a change took place in Sau, when be 


A. P. 
I b four years, as ia 
„ generally: ſuppoſed, and with, | two of threo 


—— 13. 1 1 Cor. xy. * 5 Tefl. l. 8. ie, * 
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e and character in fo favourable a roo | 


the old man, and be renewed in | 
the ſpirit of your mind : and till this be effected, 
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aſter the death of Chriſt, 
had given full proof of a decided 


18 5 


ter oppO- 


9 He had, indeed, been © ſepa 
rated from his mother's womb s, in the counſels f 
God: bat the call of grace was long def that; 

the riches of this grace might be more gloriouſly'ex- 


hibited. We are now: to; beheld the Lord Jeſus, 


who had ſhewn all long: ſuffering, taking to bimſelf 


his great power, in an inſtant ſubduing the fierce en- 
mity of the rebel, and atta him by the firongelb _ 
ties of affection to his own perſon and ſerviee. 
Saul had come into the n<:ighbourhood, of Damaſ- 


cus, with murderous rage . — all the diſeiples of 


Jeſus, and probably was antigipating the pleaſure he 


ſhould receive in binding and- torturing them +. He. 
was within view of the city, when ſuddenly. the aps, * - 


of an uncommon brightneſs and glory ſhin- 
from heaven, which far exceeded the ſplendour: 


- mg 
of the ſun, checked his progreſs, This occurred at 


mid-day, which rendered the phenomenon. the more 


fingular. Both Saul and bis companions Were in- 
ſtantly ſtruck to the ground, dazzled and confounded;; - 
>, your zeſty reproved bim with pe- 
_ culiar ſolemnity, and thus abs. bim to account for 
— 3 conduct; Saul, mm wh perſecuteſt 
u me 3» 3 . 


The r of inſul 


l hat pot, % was e 


| addreſs diſtinaly heard, but ſome auguſt perſonage \ 
n e Saul enquired,, <:/Who 
art thou, Lord? Probably, Chriſt manifeſted himſelf 


in human form, with a meaſure of that luftre, 


be poſſeſſes in his preſent exaltation, while the an- 


ſwer was returned, I am Jeſus, whom thou perſe- 
euteſt: it is hard for thee to kick againſt the pricks. 
As if he had faid, I, who appear. before thee with 


fock ent of di dignity, ae NE 
e ee, n 


deſpiſed 


— 
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: gore a fight of the glory of the Redeemer, whom 
had ſo daringly provoked, almoft overwhelmed 
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5 e ee ee whom thy rage is am- 


mstely directed. I confider the infults and o 
'' which my faithful people ſuffer, as offered to myſelf, 
But thy furious attempts, in' the final event, cannot 


hurt me or my cauſe : thou art only wounding thyſelf. 


| Ceaſe, then, from thy fooliſh and wicked ition.“ 


Wender indeed was the condeſcenſion of the 
Lord, in arguing C It was 


1 forbearance and compaſſion, that he did not 
4 make bare his holy arm,” to deſtroy the perſecu- 


tor, and leave him 4 monument of righteous ven- 


geance. But he ſpoke in mercy, and yet ſpoke effec- 
- -m Saul inſtantly ſubmitted with unfeigned con- 
_ frition, and preſumed, not to allege any thing in his 
own defence. A ſudden conviction of his enormous 


Him with fear and aſtoniſmment. Perhaps doubting 
whether there could be aty hope for him, yer re- 
- = to try the effect of an humble application, be 

ed out, «© Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” 

us refigning himſelf into the hands of Jeſus, he 
Kaen eee. Ho wis directed to go into 
the city for further inſtruction, and e by an 
- aſſurance, that he ſhould be appointed a miniſter of 
the Goſpel with a divine commiſſion, under the im- 
- mediate protection of Heaven. It was declared, 2 
he ſhovls be the favoured inſtrument of 14? ons Sar 
. 2 of ſalvation to Heathen lands, 

foals the various bleſſings of e w. 
ernten 8 is in Chriſt Jeſus. 


he viſion being ended, Seu uro; bar we le- 


Fase us luſtte, which had ſhone upon him, deprived 
of ſight. His eyes were clofed in darkneſs z 


an Aer of the former blindneſs of his foul. Un- 


2 3 to guide himſelf, he was 


ene confuon ere he continued, probably in 0 
and — for miret days with 
"beholding. 
3 14 


* 


, 
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dehelding any 
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obhect or receiving any food; | hat 
ſeaſon he employed in ſerious recolleA ö 
yer, humbly waiting for further deliverance, The 


| Lord graciouſly remarked the change, and) ſaid of him, 
„ Behold; he prayeth!“ He had r many forms 
bf devotion; but never before that period Had hie 
| heart been raifed to heaven with earneſt fupplication; 
It pleaſes God, in general, to afford 1 $ 
opportunity for the exerciſe of penitential 
- importunate cries for mercy, before he pours in 
them the clear light and full-comforts of the Goſpel, 


This may be a time of heavineſs, but it furniſhes. an 
uſeful and neceſſary preparation of mind; and, at 
A diſciple at Damaſcus was ſent by expreſs reve- 
ion to reſtore to Saul his loſt ſight, and confirny 


im in the Chriſtian faith. e and deſign 


of that meſſenger had alſo been intimated to Saul by 
2 previous viſion; and this coinciderice of circum. 


ſtances proved more evidently, that the whole tranſs 
ation was the mighty work of God, and not a delu - 
fon or impoſture. Ananias was the perſon coms - 
miſfioned to viſit the © choſen' veſſtl; and by his 
Means Saul was inſtantly delivered from blindneſs, 


filled with the Holy Ghoſt, furniſhed, with miracu- 


Chutch of Chriſt, 9 Its hk > 
What a change was this! He, who bad intended 
to haraſs and torinent the diſciples, joined himſelf to 


« * 


the dictates of worldly prudence or Earnal inclinations, & 
but immediately began to declare and maintain, in the . 
2 #34 <> TE, ſynagogues 

» 1» J 


them as their friend and brother, and etteemed it the 


bigheſt honour to become à follower and preacher 


with blaſphemous contempt. Having received full 
information both of the facts and doctrines of the 


Goſpel, by direct oommunications from heaven, he 


« conferred not with fleſh and blood, conſulted not 


* 


ion and fervent 


of Jeſus the Nazatene, whoſe name lie had treated 


* 
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ſynagogues of Damaſcus, what be had learnt by re. 
velation, and proved te the aſtoniſhment of thoſe, 
wo had known his former character, that Jeſus is 
indeed the promiſed Saviour. Thus he © preached 
 _ the faith, which once he deſtroyed , and ſoon ap- 
— | peared to be © a veſſel unto honour, ſanctified and 
west fof the Maſter's uſe 7. Shall we not © glori 
yl in him?“ © Bleſſed be the Lord God, the God 
of Urae}; who only doeth wondrous things: and bleſſed 
be bis glorious name for ever}.-”- 4 
The continuance and good effects of this change 
demonſtrate, that it was no fiction, nor the produc- 
tion of terror or of fancy, but a real converlion, ac- 
.  compliſhed by the immediate interpoſition of the Lord 
from heaven. From the moment that Saul was firſt : 
ſtruck to the ground, what an aſtonithing differen 
did be manifeſt in his whole ſpirit and conduct 
Where is now the fury of the perſecutor? and what 
is become of all his murderous deſi e the be. 
lievers at Damaſcus? © The wolf d with the 
lamb, and the leopard lies down with the kid,” no 
- © "Jonger'ſeeking to hurt or deſtroy. . Where is the | 
] | gue of the blaſphemer, ſo accuſtamed to utter 
profane ſpeeches againſt Chriſt? The very mention 
of Jeſus of Nazareth would have provoked his indig- 
nation: but no ſooner does the Saviour reveal his 
e and glory, than the fierce adverſary relinquiſhey } 
| further plans of oppoſition, is. aſhamed of his for- 
mer enmity, and alarmed for his future ſafety: he 


S 


cries for mercy, acknowledges the divine character, 
- and deſires to follow the directions, of Jeſus. 0 We 
Lord, what I know not, teach thou me; guide me 4 
'-* Into' that way, in which I have fooliſhly refuſed to als 
-, walk; reſcue my guilty fouk from deſerved. wrath, ! — 


und ſhew me what thou requireſt to be done. I give 


Ih ©, Gal i, 23. + » Tim. Ii. 21. 1 1 Pal hall. 18, 19+. 


sS. 
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If ide and deſire to live in cheerful and urires 


| Cd obedience to thy'preeepts.” Such is the pur= 
rt of his devout” exclamztion,. © Lord, what wile 


thou have me to do?“ Tbis is the language of con- 


verſion; and this effect could no more be produced by 


any natural 'cauſes, than the ſun could be obſtructed in 
its courſe, or the rivers made to flow backward in 
their channels, without a miraculous interference. Y- 
1's At the period here referred to; as we apprehend; 

the commandment came, ſin revived, and he died *; 905 
While his mind was deeply impreſſed with a convic- 
tion of the purity and extent of the law, he felt with- 


in himſelf the powerful working of a corrupt nature, 


- and ſaw that as a tran th, + under condemnation,' 
he was liable to- pe The haughty Phariſcey 
therefore, Was —— into a weeping penitent. 


= Through! the law,” he became dead to the law+ 3*> 


he gave up all the proud expectations, which he had 


entertained from his on obedience ; and © har 
— were g in to him, thoſe he counted los ſor 


Chriſt 1.“ e ground of his former dependence 


failing, he relinquithed it, and ſurrendered himſeſf tt 


Jeſus, in whom he then truſted for ſalvation, and to 


whoſe ſerviee he devoted the whole of his future life. 
From that moment he continued zealouſly attached 
to the cauſe of Chriſt, though under the ſtrongeſt 
poſſible temptations to deſert it, and laboured more 
abundantly than any others. Shall we not fay witty - 
devout affections „This is the Lord's doing 3 it 3 


marvellous in our e 1 


But the benefits were not confined to St. bab 


ne. We are not told, how his companions were 
affected, who, probably, were furious perſecutors 
like himſelf. For ſome time they remained ſperch- 


nom not, that any of them became true converts. 


1 861 37 | TR 
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leſs, under an impreſſion of great terror; but we 


kon. . 5. + Gal. H. 19. tn. . e 


% 


convinced of the truth of the Gos 
the Lord. This new preacher, in 
Sate the faith, travelled: from city to city, and from 


entering on the ſervice of Chriſt; in whom 


muſt be allo 


— 
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Yet-there were others, for whoſe advantage this fi 


confe 


0 inte — was evidently deſigned. Many 
an, many — F 


and admired, the cha 
and turned to 
is zeal to propa- 


one kingdom to another, and thouſ- o believing 


his teſtimony, were added to the Church. No me- 


naces or ſufferings from men could deter them from 


found a- ſufficient” compenſation, and a never Fr 
ſource of joy. They © ſhone as lights in the wor 
holding — the word of liſe, and thus proved that 


the Apoſtle les not run in vain, neither laboured 


vain 8.“ 


Was ſhall we ſay to ſuch effects 2s theſe? They 


could-not proceed from mere im ination; Gs | 
monſtrate inconteſtably, that the Chriſtian fritem — 


not a deluſion or a — 33 
St. Paul be as they ought to be, and it 
that our faith is divine. He affirms, 
that he received it by the inſpiration of the Almighty, 
and not by human teaching +. He preached it with zeal 
and ſucceſs, before w had any communication with 
the other Apoſtles: and they all perfectly coincided 
in their aceount both 15 facts and doctribes. Now 
to hat ſhall we aſcribe this exact agrooment, if not 
to the influence of Heaven? i4 
Shall Paul be deemed an ino + 1 What mo- 
tive could induce him to change his p N. and con- 
trive ſueh a plan of deeeption? Did he ſeek for wealth, 
r,\ power, or ſenſual gratification? No: all 

theſe he cheerfully renounced; and, while he patiently 


endured extreme affliftions, he proved, at leaſt, that 


nn believed the Goſpel. But was he * an * 


2 Phil. f. 15, 26. 4 Gal. 1. 21, &c. 
WF See this ſabje& clearly n Obſervations on the 


Sonrerfion and 4 poftle hip of 
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84ſt? No: the fartheſt from ĩt poſſible. He betrayed no 
mark of an enthuſiaſt; except his zeal ſhould be repre- 
ſented in that light: We obſerve; however, it was not 
the blind and furious zeal of a bigot or fanatic, but the 


erous ardour of one, who knew the truth, and 


„ p 


t the unſpeakable importance of his commiſſion. 


Beſides, no ſuppoſition of enthuſtaſm can ever account 
for the ſucceſs of his labours, which, of itſelf, evinces 
that the hand of the Lord was with him 
If it be faid; that, though ſincere; he might yet be 
decelved by others; we atk; By HOF By the'diſci- 
es of Chrift ? They were” hardly perſuaded to eredit 


hi integrity, and the reality of his eonverſion; er 


could the'change originate from them, wich whom he 
lad no previous intercourſe,” And it will not ſurely, 
be alleged, that he was "impoſed on by his farmer 

aſſociates; ho ſought his life for deſerting their cauſes 
The only fair concluſion is, that hie was conſtituted 
an Apoſtle by the Lord Jeſus, and that the doctrine 
which he preached is a revelation from heaven. Let 


and pray that “ the light of the glorious 

Chriſt may ſhine unto us. 
We admire the divine perſections as diſplayed in 
St. Paul's converſion. We cannot but percetve in it 
the ſovereignty of God, who, without being accounts 
able to us, raiſes up what inſtruments: he pleaſes for 
his own ſervice and glory. Let us diſpute as we 
may, „He will have mercy on whom be will have 
mercy ®,”” Ix becomes not us to quarrel with his aps 
pointments. Who art thou; that replieft againſt 
God +?” The caſe before us ſhews, how | 


the ſtrongeſt oppoſition to Him. What can the m a 8 
furious perſecutors effect? He that ſitteth in the . 


heavehs ſhalt laugh; the Lord (hall have them' in 
geriſion 1.“ He can ſuddenly confound their pur- 


em ts 26. {Pla l. 


? 


o 


s rejoice and give thanks for this intereſting event; 
Gre 


bis truth. There is gone like un 
neithet are there any works like unto thy works * ty 
The wiſdom of God, alſo, appears wonderful in 
- ſelecting a perſon of, St. Paul's former character, 


In a more 
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ftrike terror into their hearts, abaſe RO 
them, and even render them wp advocates for 
thee, O Lord; 


whom we ſhould have thought moſt unlikely to be 


_empl in the Church-of Chriſt. On many ac- 
8 1 muſt be allowed to be a deſirable and un- 


er eb e the Goſpel. Such had been 


Bis his Nene prejudice againſt it; and, afterwards, ſuch | 

- was his patient ſubmifhon to ſuffering, ſo firm the 

- » courage, and unwearied the affiduity, which he | 

© - -.  hewed in its ſupport, that, without conſidering his 


ſtrong! n natural abilities, we admire the ſuitableneſs of 


his appointment to the miniſtry, though he was | 
before a blaſphemer, a perſecutor, and injurious.” .'. | 
| manner, the rich mercy of our 

BE. © | t y of his grace in Jeſus Chriſt 
nx arehere exhibited. St. Paul repreſents his own caſe | 


od and the 
as ſo remarkable in this view, that it may furniſh 


encouragement to in every whatever 
their former at's net have Ay Nay, he 
thought that he had obtained. forgiveneſs for this very | 
purpoſe, 7 none might deſpair. "The Savioußm 

| who reſcued him, can recover you, who have de- 
the fartheſt from God: he can ſubdue yo 

_ depravity, ſanctify your polluted heart, and pardon } 
your numerous and aggravated ſins, even your fierce | 
oppoſition to his Goſpel, and profane blaſphemics | 
9 bimſelf. V rejoice in that * faithful on the | 


"which is indeed “ worthy of all -acceptation, 
Suit Jeſus came into the world to ſave finners 1: 
and, like the Apoſtle, „ count all. things but dung, 
* you may win Chriſt, and be found in Him 1 b 
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Paul driven from Damaſcus and then from Feraſalem, 


fled to Tarſus —accompanied Barnabas to, Antuch: in 
"Syria, and thence to Firuſalem—ſent forth with him _ 
15 preach to the Gentiles, travelled through Cyprus— 
went to Perga, Antioch in Pifidia, Iconium, Lyftirt, 
Derbe returned to Antioch in Syria attended | 


 comcitat feryfalon—reproved Pater-—ſejaratedfrom = - 
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 RzLi1610N conſiſts not in a ſyſtem of merely 
ſpeculative notions: the ſentiments and affections, 
which it excites in the heart, produce ſuch excellent 
fruits in the life, as evince its holy nature and divine 
original. Who will not allow, that this was emi- 
nently the caſe with St. Paul? We have already 
intimated that the truth of his converſion appeared 
dy its effects: we muſt now appeal to the whole of . 
8 conduct for the proof of this obſerva- 
tion. We ſhall perceive him, to the laſt moment, 


' invariably and zealouſly attached to the cauſe” of 


Chriſt, exerting himſelf not only as a ſoldier, but as 
a principal leader and com r, in the armies of 


. the faithful. We cannot but remark with admira- - 


tion his activity, courage, fervour, and perſeverance : 
yet at the ſame time we may propoſe: him as a bright 


pattern of meekneſs, patience, contempt of che 
world, purity, gad ſpirituality of mind. Let it be 


our pleaſing employment, to accompany him from 
place to place, and contemplate the important pur - 
poſes, for which he was called and ordained to the 
Apoſtolic function. dad nt aun 
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| thren among the Jews, and endeavoured with un- 
' -remitting zeal to recommend the Goſpel to their | 


_ 
We might have. ſuppoſed, that; ſuch a witneſs would 


wave removed every objection. But alas! through 
the perverſeneſs of nature, men are diſpoſed to ir- 


__ - ations-avail againſt him, hom the Lord of holt 


| let doun by the wr qad.clhaped chgiegacs 7-5 
N ® Aft i. 20, ge. t ca. 1. . Cen. A. 32, 5 
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30 bentr rung CHARACTERS. ; 
"The lovers. of hiſtory may here find enough ts 


engage their attention, and excite their wonder, We 


invite them to ſtudy the irecords of the p * | 
Church, which abound with facts moſt curious | 


intereſting, and pirtigularly ; entitled to regard, 2 
proceeding from the pen of inſpiration, Cle and 
25 the great Apoſile, by his indefatigable laboun, 


I Pers watering, enlarging, and protecting many 


hriſtian ſocieties. ' Come, and obſerve the kingdom 


of Satan ſhaken and ſubverted,- and upon its ruing 


the kingdom of peace and righteouſneſs. eſtabliſhed; 

St. Paul began, immediately after his converſion, 
declare the revelations . he had received, and to 
preach Chriſt in the ſynagogues at 'Damaſcus*, 
here he continued for three years, excepting the 


Ys N time which he ſpent in Arabia, whither he retiral 
for a feaſon, and where, probably, he was favourel 
with clearer diſcoveſies of divine truth +, He 


ſheywed a particular 4m ongons for his unbelieving -bre= 


captance.. Did they not credit his teſtimony! 


ſiſt every effort for their ſalvatian. Inflead of liften- 


ting to his arguments and exhortations, he Jem 


conſpired againſt his life, and thus exhibited to his 


view a picture of what he himſelf had been; A 
formidable combination was entered into, and the 


ernor of — 8 his garriſon, 
employed to But their ſcheme 
failed: hogs what 3 their counſels and preps 


defended ? Through a window in a bafket he wa 
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'M diſciples, whom he had once abhorred and per- 
ſecuted. They, however, remembering bis former % 
character, and not having received any fatisfaftory 
account of -his-converſion, - were: backward. to credit 
his profeſſions ; till Barnabas gave a clear and: = 


place. For a few days he had free —— 
with the Church but was not indebted to the moſt 
eminent of me Apoſtles for his knowledge of the 
Goſpel . At Jeruſalem he had been known as a 
violent enemy to the Chriſtian faith ; and therefore 
it might ſeem, that his teſtimony in its ſupport would 
there meet with peculiar - Vet it proved 
— the ing for — — of the Saviour 
ſoon excited the indignation 0 3 and, 
being again obliged to fly for his life, — con · 
Web Tarſus. 
Here he obtained -a ſafe retreat, and proba- 
applied himſelf, with diligence to the work 
2 2 miniſtry: but what was his ſucceſs we | 
are not informed: 1 is recorded of 
him during the three or four following years. Bar- 
nabas, at length, in great want of his af 
found him at 'Tarſus, and prevailed on him to go 
to Antioch, the capital of Syria, where they laboured 


together for the ſpace of à year with good effect +, 


Our Apoſtle, as we may conclude from his | 
viſits, felt à peculiar attachment to the large and 


flouriſhing Church, which was . place: 
and there the diſciples of Jeſus frſt received che ; 
honourable appellation of CurrsTIAnNs: - The name 


was once reproachful : we, perhaps, glory in it ; 


5 according 40 pork. rain - 


i „dt 18 Preaps th this arid of hi 1 | 
refer the race, which be mentions N WS. 
i * 25 Ac. 5 


EY | - crntyrvan (CHARACTERS. | | 
- felon, what are Our relations and 2 4 colt 


6. i; ” ions to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt? Are we: y 
1 e title imports, his followers and ſervants ? 
* 2 Paul and bis intimate companion, Barnabas, yo 


0 the (poor ſaints at Jeruſalem, then diſtreſſed by 
> — famine: but, having fai executed their com- 
7 © +; qaiffion, they returned to Antioch, taking with then 
1 ne uuf aſſociate and aſſiſtant *. e 
1 12 ength, thoſe holy men, filled with zeal | 
b. por. Ars went forth to propagate the Chtiſtian 


1 as an” expreſs revelation from God, they were ſet 
apart by the ſolemn papers? of certain teachers in 
- . the Chuech, and a peculiar influence. of the Hy | 
” - Ghoſt qualified them, for” carrying the glad tidings 
1 pdf ſalvation among the Heathens . had pre- 
7 viouſly: committed themſelves to the 3; and, in 


5 —— — of their engagements with bim, con- 


ö ſſidered themſelves at his diſpoſal. : Withooe | heſta- 
© | tioworreluftance, therefore, they obeyed the call, 
= Not declining the moſt painful ſervices; nat ſhrink- 
A from formidable dangers. They aceounted it 
cient that the Lord: was wich mem, and had 
them their world. Ah where mall we 


 -.cauſe?? Do not al ek their ebe and not ide 
8 things which are Jeſus Chrift's4 27 1 4 1 

, - They went out, like the Pawiarch of old; <« got 
| knowing whither e went / depending upon their 
Lord for guidance and proteftion. * The other Apoſ. 
EF — — 4a, alſo, were ſent forth- to evangelize the-world; 
= but little is told us concerning their Jabours, The 
aecered hiſtory of the .Churth, from this period, is 
confined chiefly.) to the.” and ſufferings of 
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faith upon a more extenſive plan. In obedience 4 


4 unfeigned regard to God and hs 
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gt: po 1 and yet it as ors. 


even give us the cloſing ſcene of this life, 3 - 
aal, therefore, and his beloved Barnabas, ſet out 
Antioch upon their momentous" embaſſy. Ha- 
ving arrived at Cyprus, 4 large iſlaud in the Medi- 
terranean IT 72 travelled — it; e, 
by the way. aphos, a princi 
lat occurrence 9 rgius Paulus, — — 1 
ity or Roman governor of. the country, diſcovered 
2 favourable' poſition, and expreſſed a deſire to 
hear the Goſpel; But Elymas, 4 — 4 
the place; endeavoured to prejudice him againſt it, 
probably through a fear. of. loſing his own conſe- 
ence. Immediately, however, at the word of 
Paul, this vile oppoſer of the faith, who laboured to 
keep others in fpiritual darkneſs, was ſtruck blind? 
and the ruler, convinced by the miracle, embraced: 
the truth.” M circurntances' conſpire fo prevent 
the free acceſs of the miniſters of "Chriſt to * — 
of high rank. They, whoſe intereſt or aſcendaney 
is likely to be ſubyerted by an admiſſion" of the G 
may always de to reſiſt it: — 7 5 
re Satan, "doubtleſs, - employs his inſtruments, if 
offible, to exclude religion from courts and palaces. 
ut our God, who is mighty, can ſuddenly con- 
found the purpoſes of bis enemies, and render them 
ſubſervient to his counſels.” In due time, through 
the ſtrong influence of his Spirit; even * kings ſhall 
fall down before him,“ and beroins . | 
fathers” of his Church *. 1 | 
From Cyprus, Paul and leben wang 
12 in Pamphylia; and they 'were deſerted \ 
by ohn Mark, who very diſhonovrabl decline the 
and returned to Jeruſalem. did not re- 
83 but 1 was highly blama- 
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| ern for ſame time — 2 lou: 
| e W rere 


8 5 continued the pre ; 
2 2 different town: and ſar diſtant, | 
| befare mentioned) they attended{ the public worſhip, | 
: the Jewiſh ſynagogue on the NEWS. . „Aſter 
che uſual ſervice, bein e the peo 
Paul aroſe eee. mated manner, 
declaring and enforcing. „ the Go. | 
= i T;o:impreſs their. minds in favour: of his doc- 
ine, he began with explaining. of. the divine dil. 
— ponlations towards their anceſtors, particufarly i in pro- 
the Saviour, and gradually prep them fot 
his reception. He then proceeded to'eXhibit- eſus as the 
8 ö kim as 
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had occurred . 10 their on e 
mat nocording ic expreſz pronhec ies, which they | 
ches acknowledged: Jelug! had een raiſed. from 
| nk e ln e = nom te 


— 


+ IE" r 


FFs Ses 


Ken, 

thankful 

wenre! fayoured,., + * 

4 F — 425 
dnnn 0 Men go terms? 

0 2 leſt 1697 come e 
75 ü * | 
7 = f 229 . 4 2 q : "vi. 


8 
. 


d.its i in 


838 


* 


7. 


* 5 , RET OR Be es CE ” 


re PAUL» 111 14 12, | N Fake q 
nano the ae mh, al, ei wth ur, 
be ab 4 Ce TVs 1 


| woes that have an oh- 
. 
enforced. Many. 


— | 
aft, —_— the ofs., 


on On ee fabbath, the immenſe crowds., 


na. whor: were Highs pos excited the ling ie wb ; 


„ 


firſt mercy — 
yet upon their refulal the invitation would be given "I 
to the Gentiles. Many of the litter deſcriptiom - 
jaiced at the 8 and, through. the. rich pads ; | 
ſovereign grace of God, embraced the Chriſtian faith. 
From them, likewiſe, the truth of God was di " 
nated throughout all the neighbouring country. 1 
The ſucceſs was: great ; but very circum -- 
ſtance rendered the adverſaries. more farious.;.. and a | 6 
rene hoſt of perſecutors conſpired together. 4 3 
equence, Paul and his beloved aſſociate were 
Baur y. driven. from the place, Yet, even n 
ae ep „ 
and experienced a peculiar - 175798 
While their, enemies raged and 77 


threatened, . 4 
Te iis war led wa jj a tte Help | 7 7 


Surely, that violence is not to be dreaded, bow. S's 
extreme ſoever it may be, which cannot prevent 1 
10 1 ee comforts ene. and 
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ich may have a tendency to promote t them i in dur 
| fouls, © If only, like the Chriſtians at Antioch, we de 
,. , - favoured with an abundant meafure pf inward | 

' _ alg'confclation from the divine G we ſhalf not 

— be greatly moved by the vehemence and menaces 15 
po  oppoſets. Wherever "the "Goſpel meets | with a7 
; OD it may be expected Aer | 
EE and "ſeparations among thoſe, ''who wete 
— onited.” Tt tris forth? from many perſons 


that enmit Wer e e ee e 
0 | 


EE 
— pi monę 
3 were DEVOUT as e e 
_-. frequently, Sl whe Neve hd "sf a 
Ras _ *been admjred on — . 
firſt to raiſe objection; — „K N 
ſieelves, like thoſe of Ja 228 8 puſted with Wh large 
, congregations, 'which generally attend the zealous | 
| preachers of the word of God, "eſpecially when thoſe } 
. congregations conſiſt chieſty of the 2 That, 
which ought to be matter of rejoicing; excites envy 
and wrenches Let thoſe, however, who labour in 


et es "and 
ſoa 5 by ws «plc fi ſhook off the duſt of their 
— 17 — t inſt the unbelieving inhabi- } 


e directions of Jeſus to his 
| Sees +. grey oo the they ed to Iconium, 
_ ali there opened their Weng with remarkable ſuc- 
ces . In that city they continued for a confiderable 
time, and with great courage declared the truth of 
God: which He was pleaſed to confirm by various 
miracles, and to make effectual to the converſion d 


| — many perions. But a furious oppofition” Was raiſed os 
3 ee. . 6. e 1 1, *.. G 
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noainft them, exatily ſimilar to what they experienced 
2 They had numerous friends among the 
people ; but others, by calumniating their characters 
and doctrine, prejudiced them in the eſtimation of 
the public. A party was formed, and a ſcheme laid, 
in which the men of chief power were engaged, to 
haraſs and by violent death deſtroy theſe new preach- 
ers. They, however, being apprized of the deſign, 
made their eſcape-.to Lyſtra, and both there and 
throughout the neighbourhood, notwithſtanding their 
paſt and the proſpect of freſly dangers, they laboured 
; D A tae propagation. of the 
C At Lyſtra a poor cripple; who had been lame from 
bis birth, received an inſtar s.cure by the word 
of St. Paul. "The miracle, being openly performed, 
excited general. attention. But ſuch was the blind- 
neſs. and wretched ſtupidity of the people, that, in- 
ſtead, of deſiring to be inſtructed by theſe eminent 
teachers, they began to deify them, and actually pre- 
pared for them idglatrous ſacriſices. With wild vo- 
ciferations they cried out, ods are come do 

to us in the like of men. — they called 
Jupiter, 3s being of the moſt ſtately appearance; 
and Paul * the title of Mercury, becauſe be 
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was the principal ſpeaker. "$125 +4190 os armor; 

" WH This circumſtance could not but bs diftrefing ta 

i them, who ſought no vain applauſe, and wiſhed: to 
direct the regard of all to their Lord and Mafter. 

y They were ſtruck with horror at the offer of divine 

0 honours, and ſeemed to feel more pain on that ac- 

of count, than for their ſeyereſt perſecutions. Theyrent 

wo their clothes, in abhorrence of the profaneneſs, ran 

o 83 multitude e eagerneſs, reproved 

ei bbem for their folly in worſhipping men of the fame in- 
firmities with themſelves, and exhorted them to turn 

from ſuch ſenſeleſs praQices to the ſervice of the living 

God, the Creator and Preſerver of heaven and earth. 
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ſhould'aim at their 
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Let us learn to Gommwit ourſelves” ebeerfully to f. 
„ Abreu anly, that, "whatever Sens an 
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Ae Derbe they preached with 574 ac dee: 
and there finiſhed their progreſs for that time, 4 


- 'vancing no farther into the cuntry. Phbey we 


back by: the ſame road, and again uiſited * ' 
3 which they had met with ſuch violent eppoſition. 
Truſting in the divine protection, they dreaded no 
conſequences to themſelves; and they were ſolicitous 
to ebnſtrm and comfort thoſe, who had received th 
word. The exhorted the diſciples, therefore, — 4 
out that ri don, to maintain their Chriſtian ,prof 
en gee ir 8 reminded them, chat 

od has appointed his e to paſs through ma 
trials in the ec to bls Sing. At the Pas 
towns, here churches were gathered, they 
miniſters - over them for e, and 
folemnly commended them all to the care and pro- 
tection of the Lord Chriſt. 22 d is due to 
young converts,” and much pains ſhould be uſed to 
i ehir ol cllng hat thep — 

2 emptations, be moved away horn the 
the Gospel. O be enco e . e 
all opponio, and « bold eee WW 

take your crown f! Be not unwil- 

28 to legte the Zo muſt be your preſent portion 3. 
i 1s, your, duty to bear it cheerfully; in the expec- 
tation. of receiving the crown of 2 

At length theſe indefatigable labourdrs returned to- 
in Gyrias from which place they had firſt 
—— on theies important ion. There they fixed 
r abode for ſome time, that they might enjoy the 
beten ofthe Mund, and to them they recounted the 
various instances of ſupport and ſuctels, with whick 
they had been ſavoured in their miniſtry among be 
Gentilez. Spall not we, alſo, RE * inter- 
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WF. courſe. with: thoſe, ho know ang love the, Lord? | 
And, when admitted to their friendſhip, hall we bot 
Eo | embrace the opportunity of declaring, or - enquirin 
. after, the enlargement of the Church? Hach Ge 
5 A opened the door of faith to thoſe, who were in 
ip | darknefs? 'Let this be proclaimed with, grateful ado. | 
lation; for no information can be . intereſting 4 
: or delic ghtful. C ed with this, how trifling 191 
| | fooliſh. are the ſub Bede, which generally occup _ | 
verſation How grievous. is the ſtupidity 
Who, though eager to hear or relate every Ile | 
- *currence, have no deſire to be acquainted with te | 
| ;glorious work, which God -is _ carrying .c on by dhe 
GBoſpel of his Son! | 
E St. Faul and . called | 
3 to different trials, not to contend with furious 
N eee eee 
_ _gerous miſtakes among the brethren. A diſſenſion 
| roſe, in conſequence of certain Jewiſh d main» | 
" taining; that circumciſion and the obſervance of the 
| ceremonial law were abſolutely 38 for et 
vation of Gentile believers e. Our A poſtle 
1 the ſentiment as a deſtructive error, 4 
de very foundation of the Goſpel, e 
Himſelf to reſiſt it with great firmneſs. . It implicd 
that the obedience and facrifice of Chriſt are nat 
- ſufficient ground of dependence towards God, thi 
| we cannot 88 juſtified by faith. alone, how 
| + ever ſincere, and that our own qualifications. pr per. 
| formances have a ſhare, at leaſt, in procunns o 
favourable acceptance. 
We might — thought, that poſitions, fo diredh 
eontrary to the ſundame raul large. of the Chriſlin 
ſyſtem, would have ga credit. "But. "a 
were ſtaggered ; and a ſrom a deſire. of li 
8 Rn * 
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E — the.;opinion of be 
| Apoftles and elders upon the ſubject . Accordingly, 
a ſolemn; couneil was there held, and the matter ſe- 
rioully diſcuſſed. A full account of the work of God 
among the Gentiles was given; and it was decided, 
that real belie vers, among the uncircumciſed, ſhould 
bot be required"to'conform-to- the Moſaic rites, but 
de conlidered as complete in Chriſt, Jeſus. With © 

e eee and 
their intelligence produced 
_ eiples: For that time the Toned wes fetal but it 
be . Parr in other places, as appears from 
ſeveral o 2. Epiltles, 2 from 
to che Galatiauis- o& * s 4 
1 dodtrines 5 a ie gerous ee, 

propagated in ut ir ion, in- 
deed, is not infifted on; but, as if the merit of the 
Saviour were not ſufficient for our juſtification, it is 
maintained that our ' own obedience. muſt, in. part at 
leaſt, recomimend us to God. Satan is ever labour- 
ing do Weide the Church, and cbrtupt the | minds of 


He is the father of liesg and it; is his artifice 
unſcripturał W advanced in modern times, 


their appearance very early; and were permit- 
ted to Goifs,” that they might 3 a full confuta 


ni erstell catthe Apati refers tothis journey | 
u, tht be: 4e went up by revelation.”  -Doubtleſe, he den be | 
ander, the influence e — and the n over - 
— for * clearer nding und inc declaration. Oi 
the Goſpel. Gak it. 210. F 
t Al, 3. a 4 * . 
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ts members from the ſimphoity that is in, Chriſt oF 
to ſpread falſe opinions. It is remar le, that the | 


tion. fre the Apoſtles themſelves... Let us beware | 
of the lübtie devices ee ee had ie 
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ſuſpect ſome dan [nigh > „We are expoſed in 
8 bgag'l; ends, 2s well as in that of. 
our moſt decided „ 


God, which in various ways brings good out of evil 
This very difagreement became the means of en- 
larging the Church, and promoting the ſalvation of 
many ſouls. The two T NA ee | 
but they had the ſame 6 12 4 in view; and there: 
fore they publiſhed the Goſpel in a more : 
and extenſive manner. It a 
ever reſentment might be felt at the time, a 
reconciliation was ow IS bs Paul himſelf after-- 
wards: ſpoke in the hi terms, not only of his 
beloved Barnabas, but 1 Mark alfo, Army: 4 be re- 
ceived as his aſſiſtant . Chriſtians' may be ſeduced: 
from the path of duty, but their ee will be 
evinced by their recovery. 7 
The example before us does nod offied any juſt 
encouragement to fin; it furniſhes the ſtrongeſt ar- 
guments for 'holine6s.” - Well may we bluſh and hade 
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If of « an 3 proved. the begin- 
8 of large and pt 8 On the fab- | 


| | att day they took 
| zerneſc* but thi 


( n, and 
Ic Live jp Chriſt find nies. 
1 > x 
hes E | * 


- How various are the ref Lyoig, | 
oy, we wrought upon 'in_a gentle manner, | 
ſtrong tetrors or violent emotions.” Buꝗt 

to conſider another conver of a differ- | 
Err the hand of God was more 
wih exerted. ohe fingular circumſtances, Wiel 
* Manes 5 5 N 5 uw q 
eſſion, "Fm to a' power ination, | 
= repens 8 Paul e 1 


ſeem. | 
" from | 


3 if 


1 1 ALT 3 ff Al. - O83 
from ſoch an 4 ther he, was in levgren! with 1 
che preacherd of the Goſpel, and that they were all 
| tors of the ſame kind, equally geſetying of negs | 
le and contempt. © That there might be ng grou 
haweyer, for the ſuſpicion, the Apoſtle commande | 
the. evil ſpirit to depart. The damſel was a Mlave, and 
her owners had re er {large pecuniary advantages from 
her magical art. I bey now found, that their gain was 
an x 4 and with great indignation dragged Paul and 
22 before the magiſtrates. of the city, acculing them 
of ſedition. Thus it frequently happen Firs intereſted 
7 whoſe diſhoneft profits are likely to f 
eter] 1 againſt the zealous preachers 
of our holy religion, and charge upon them 
by very diſturbance, of which they chemie ves 3 0 
the authors.” By flanderous reprdaches and 
calumnies Satan and his ag agents may 0 far NE as 
to bring the 3 God. into nn, 


R. po BW ih fury againl theſe 
e popu up wi © 
1 of Chriſt: the officers. *. tr | 
them moſt injuriouſly, condemned them without ay | 
fair examination, tore off their clothes, cauſed t 
to be ſcourged with many ſtripes, caft chem into pri- 
= them in the hands of an auſtere 45 7 
nr | 
commithon, thruſt them into one of the 
and ſecured their feet in the flocks. Tet this 
ſituation was not diſtreſſing to them, 25 abs. 
WF . The dar ove | horrors of tl 
dungeon could not exclude the light of {God's coun» 
ng 8 their wounded, ſuffered ſharp 
anguiſh, diy ine conſolations gel in upoh = 
minds. At midnight they were heard to pray cod 
Drury ſing hymns. of praiſe, - n | 
88 + commit. the keeping of our ſouls 
God inwell-doing,” whatever dangers may threaten 
i. a YO TOY ne CE 
e 8 _and 
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Lord inter 
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in this ac 


ved by kee, chains a 
that this painſul eee 
the moſt | 


'for the vindication and —— | 
While they were 

in exerciſes of devotion, che earth trembled, 
was faken to its foundation, the doors 

| and all the fetters of the priſoners in. 
ſcene, our attention is | 


ſervants. 


- — p H oe” oe ras, 


_ 
- 


, nr r 7 


wuſedithdirdaboricedibodies,-undi | | RE al] 
nr _ . 1 
f probably, b e became n * 
. Thus — 2 — oppoſttion eventually 
bee «the ſurtherande of the Goſpel.” O why 

thauld you fear, if you are engaged in che cauſü of 
God and dis truth? But if you are fighting, 


r you cannot poſſibly: prevail, however 
1 dur ſchemes. 


ly-tervified = 
Bt _ . 


en ee we to be diſ- 
miſſed. 508 Paul, with the confidence of an upeight 
man, the injurious treatment the 
bad received, obſerving that as Roman citizens theß 
wete)Sntitle$66 peculiar privileges, ers ue | 
thined a” aer — — aud an 
honourable diſcharge. They. did not ri 7 inſet 
on their rights, but ſhewed thut they were men of 
pence; ſor, us ſoon as had viſited and comforted 
the brethren, they quĩtted the town, loſt any further 
tumults might de excited. Such — plant» 
ing of the church at Thilippi, of which the mot la 
vourable teſtimony is given in the facred records uud 
from ſueli ſmall beginnings, under the bi g of our 
3 extenſive uſefulneſs often e:thejy 


tie. B 

Notdiſcouraged the violence they cheyhabmet with, 

2 Apoſtle and by te vt — on to other 
_ Havin paſſed through ſome conſiderable ci- 
Mia, they came to Pheſſalonica, which 
peculiar note * There alfo; accord. - 
Papal rm . St. Paul reſorted * 
e d 


22 
. from theit on 
pup pris ie meant i ; 


5 $55 : x IS bd? . 


5 | Nor 


» 
ly 


Nor did he ſpeak in vain : many believed his repo 
_ «and joined his . But others ſoon — 
'A different he Jews, who rejected his word, 


ſpirit. 


raiſed a violent and furious oppoſition; they collected 


Certain low and profligate fellows, and threw the 


was aflaulted ; and, though he eſcaped, Jaſon 
his hoft and ſome of the brethren were ged be- 
fore the magiſtrates, and accuſed as perſons diſaffected 
to the government, and as general diſturbers of the 
ws who © had turned the world upſide down.” 
: roſecution, indeed, was dropped, but it became 
3 for Paul and Silas to fly from the place under 
cover of the night. 5 | * 
It may be aſked, Is this the pure doctrine of Jeſus 
Chriſt, which is every where ſpoken. againſt, which 
_ cauſes diviſions and animoſities in families, towns, 
and neighbourhoods ? Can that ſyſtem, which breathes 
nothing but benevolence, and is calculated to promote 
univerſal happineſs, be liable to ſuch objections, and 
produce ſuch conſequences? Yes, theſe are the v 


- calumnies,. theſe the effects, which we are . 


- uſually attend the faithful declaration of the : 
but they are to be aſcribed to the perverſeneſs of its 
- oppoſers, and not to the nature or tendency of its 
principles. We ought not, therefore, to be ſtag- 
gered in our belief or profeſſion of the truth. Shall 
| * miniſters of Chriſt dread the reſentment of the 
world? There is a way to avoid it: there is a methed 
of preaching, which gives no diſturbance, Is this 
the ſcheme you would recommend? Would you have 
them accommodate their meſſage to men's vitiated 
. taſte, and fay, Peace, peace, when there is no 
peace? Then, indeed, there might be no perſecu- 
tion; but the proſpect hereafter would be tremen- 
dous: the deceived and the deceiver would periſh ta- 
gether *. Rs | Boks 
| Matt. xv. 24. ö 


St. 


whole town into commotion. The houſe, where Paul 


erg e =» »w 2 . »y Hit . 
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80 drr. ln. 334 
St. Paul did not continue long at Theſſalonica; 
but the fruits of his labours were glorious and laſting. 


His two Epiſtles to the church in that „ evi- 
dently ſhew that the Goſpel and triumphed - 
in the midſt of oppoſition. He ſpeaks of the Chriſ- 


tians there in higher terms, than of any other ſociety. 
He thus writes; © Our Goſpel came not unto. yo 
in word only, but alſo in power, and in the; Ray 
Ghoſt, and in mucli aſſurance: having received the 
word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghoſt, 
ye were enſamples to all that believe in Macedonia 
and Achaia *.” How are the hands of miniſters 
can give ſuch an account of the people under their 
charge! 9 3 19 | 6 K . 
His letters, likewiſe, prove, how great was his ten- 
derneſs among the Theſſalonians, how ſtrong his 
= affection for them, how irreproachable his conduct. 
It ſhould ſeem, that with difficulty he procured com- 
mon proviſions ; or that he refuſed the offers of ſup- 
port from his friends, for the ſake of recommending - 
the Goſpel by his diſintereſted ſpirit, and exhibiting | 
a pattern of diligence. He “ did not eat any man's - 
bread for nought; but wrought with labour and travel 
' NIGHT AND DAY, that he might not be chargeable to 
any of them +.” Sometimes he received relief from 
the Philippians : but this he neither ſought nor de- 
"FF fired®. What an example of r 
| and ſelf- denial, ſpringing from the moſt exalted mo- 
tives! Such were the leſſons, which our Apoſtle had 
| learnt at the feet of Jeſus d. Are we thus inſtructed? - 
| What have we been enabled to do, to give up, or 
endure, in the ſervice of Chriſt? Juſtly may we be 
| med to mention our own difficulties, when we 
read of thoſe in St. Paul's hiſtory, x1 PUTS 


; „1 Theft. l. . 2 Theſſ. iii. 8. Phil, iv, 10 17. : 
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They were e and wich great diligence, | 
and ſeriouſneis compared the Apoſtieꝰs dodtrines wit 
cha ſctiptures; in conſequence of which 


many em- 

braced: the Chriſtian faith. Thofſe, who rejeRit, are. 
13 - too — to give it a 
enamination: yet, with much Arrogance, 
call themſelves es 4 
the labours of St. Paul were. ſoon cloſed at 
Berea. He was followed by the ftorm, which had 
been raiſed at Theſſalonica. The Jews purſued bim 
with-indignation, and ſtirred up a violent commotion. 

It therefore, became neceſſary for him once more to 

conſult his ſafety by flight; though Silas and Timothy 

as being leſs 2 eie. to continue there 

for a time, that they on the work of 
God. Thus . contributed to 

à more extenſive propagation of the Goſpel, and Sa- 
tan defeated his own: purpoſes The unbelief and re- 
fiſtance of ſome were the means of ſending ſalvation 

to many others. 

Paul was conduQted to Athens, a city. the moſt ce 
lebrated for the ſtudy of philoſophy £76 all polite lite- 
rature. But, even here, profound ignorance of God and 

| ſtupid idolatries which evidently proved the 
' aſſertion, that © the world by wiſdom knew 

not God . His mind was deeply by view- 
ſuperſtitions of men, who boaſted of their 


as two ws nenen, . ä 
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ing the groſs 
ſuperior — Though be poſſeſſed 2 fine 
_ taſte and improved und „ he attended not to 


the learned curioſities and; diſputs tions of the place, 
W « xn he might n But be 
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felt a rg dir v comet the ſl res 
fally received, and to diffuſe the 
God and Saviour. To this is code 


mony in various parts 
path 8 el i not hg uae e 


3 deſpiſed him as a triſlin 
—— . who had 


offer, deſerving of their notice. 8 
him as an advocate Ne 
he preached Jeſus. and the refurrection. , 
therefore, ſummoned to anſwer for himſelf, — 1 
an account of his doctrine before the ee 
which aſſembled on the famous hill of 
In fach a formidable: fiteation our. Ap flood - 
forth to declare the grand principles of true religion, 
His addreſs upon that occaſion was maſterly, and ad- 
mirably adapted to the circumſtances and charater of 
the audience. He began with obſerving their. uncom- a 
mon attention to the worſhip of inviſible beings, and, 
from a view of their devotional rites, particularly re- 
marked an altar, inſcribed To THE UNKNOWN. GOD» 
While they, therefore, evidently confeſſed their igno= | 
Ban apnea F457 ag ive them inftruc= 
tions, in this important ſubj e then inſiſted on 
ſome of the perfections of that God, whom they knew 
not, the God of creation and the God of providence ; 
and proved, by an appeal to his works and to the con- 
fefions of their, own. poets, that He is the 
ſupporter, ang gopeerver, of; the workde, From theſe 
principles he argued, with e againſt 2 
idolatrous notions and He aflirmed, that 
tis God had lomg bores with the folly of men, and 
abe ther to follow thir own dence; but that 
repentance was now univerſally and indiſpenſably re- 
quired by the authority. of Heaven. He further en- 
forced the duty by the awful conſideration of a day of 
COTE OOO ANI dias + 
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he etc, the Lord God had given an affurance by 
rrection of the Saviour from the dead. ' © 
There was a "peculiar wifdom, and dignity in the 
_ Apoſtle's addreſs: 'bitt it ſhould feem, that his audi- 
- Ence interrupted him, juſt as he was entering on the 

molt important vg Conceited of their own ery. 

dition, they refuſed him a ferious and patient hearing; 
und, as it frequently happens, they rejected with 2 
contemptuous ſneer what they could not confute. 
Amongſt many, however, who made light of his 
doctrine, there were ſome, who believed and ſhewed 
a a ſtrong attachment to him; and, of theſe, one or two 
eonſiderable rann 
It is ſuppoſed, that there was ſcarcely any place, in 
which St. Paul met with ſo little ſucceis, as in this 


celebrated city, among theſe accompliſhed ſcholars 
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and acute philoſophers. Juſtly may we cry out, 
* Where is the wiſe ? where is the ſcribe? where is 
the diſputer of this world? Hath not God made fooliſh 
the wiſdom of this world *??” In other ages and coun- 
tries, many perſons, admired for their ſagacity and 
rior attainments in 8 have been among 
the bittereſt oppoſers of the Goſpel. And no won- 
der, ſince this ſyſtem ſtrikes at the root of our pride, 
and can find admiſſion with thoſe only, who are wi- 
ling to become fools, that they may be wiſe . It is 
ns argument againſt Chriſtianity, that it was rejeCted 
by theſe vain pretenders to ſcience at Athens, which 
may be readily accounted for. But it is a ftrong 
evidence in its favour, that Paul was not afraid to 
propoſe and maintain it in ſuch a philoſophic city, 
- and that ſome were brought over to his ſide. 
Let us enquire, Who among ourſelves have cordi- 
ally ſubmitted to the faith of Chriſt? It is worthy 
the acceptation of the higheſt ranks: but if you, who 
fill an exalted place in ſociety, are diſpoſed to embrace 


21 | 1 1 Cor. L. 20. ＋ ii. 18. 
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the Goſpel, like Dionyſius and Damaris at Athens, 


how great are your obligations to that God, Who has 


removed your prejudice and ſubdued your pride] Are 


there not ſome, who, with a ſhew of wiſdom, are 


obliged to confeſs, that tney worſhip an unknown . 


God? We entreat you to liſten to thoſe, who would 
declare him unto you. Your paſt times have been 
« times of ignorance,” notwithſtanding. a ſuperſti- 


' tious performance of the formalities of devotion: 
O praiſe the Lord, who has been patient and long- 


ſuffering ; and now hear his voice, for he calleth you 
to repentance! We remind you of the final advent 
of the Saviour, and the ſolemnities of the univerſal 
judgment. Theſe things are too important to be 
diſmiſſed with a ſneer. O confider them with fixed 
attention: believe, and be ſaved! 6 
From Athens our Apoſtle proceeded to Corinth *. 
This large and flouriſhing city, which abounded in 


wealth and magnificence, was infamous, even to a 
| 8 for its general ſpirit of diſſipation. It might 


eem, therefore, an unlikely place for the reception of 
the Goſpel : but the miniſters of Chriſt muſt © preach 
to every creature, depending upon God to make his 
own. word effectual. When He is pleaſed to fend 
it forth as the Rod of his ftrength 4,” it accom- 
pliſhes great events, It is “ mighty through God 
to the pulling down of ſtrong holds f. At Corinth 
| beieey of Chriſtians was gathered, as we 
may learn from the two Epiſtles addreſſed to that 
church; and ſome of theſe had once been of an 
abandoned character. | | bs 
Here he met with two pious perſons, Aquila and 
his wife Priſcilla, who had lately been baniſhed from 
Rome for their religion. With. them he took up his 
abode, and ares for his ſupport, as a tent- maker; 
for they had all been inſtructed in the ſame occupation. 
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At firſt, probably, this attention to his trade was ab. 
| ſolutely neceſſary; and afterwards he thought it expe- 
dient, that he might prevent or remove prejudices and 
objections, and prove that he ſought not his own eaſe 
or intereſt *®, His grand aim was to ſpread the 
Habjiedge of divine truth, and to win ſouls.” On 
every ſabbath he ſtood forth in the Jewiſh ſynagogue 
as an advocate for the Goſpel. Eſpecially, when 
Silas and Timothy came to him from Macedonia, 
and enlivened him by their preſence and good ac- 
counts of the churches, he felt a peculiar earneſtneſs 
of ſpirit for the honour of his Maſter, and preached 
with freſh vigour. The Jews tejected his teſtimony, 
and blaſphemed the Lord Chriſt, whom he com- 
mended to their regard. He, therefore, ſolemnly 
warned them of their condemnation, charged their 
deſtruction upon their own heads, and then turned 
from them to the Gentiles. He no more renewed 
his inſtructions in their ſynagogue, but from that time 
addreſſed the people, who were diſpoſed to hear 
him, at the houſe of one Juſtus in the neighbour- 
hood. 3 = EX | : 3 rangers; | 
His Bbours were not ineffetual, Criſpus, a man 

of ſome rank as being © the ruler of the ſynagogue,” 
and many of the Corinthians, alſo, came forth and 
made profeſſion of the Chriſtian faith. Yet it was a 
ſeaſon of diſtreſs with the Apoſtle ; and it ſhould ſeem 
that he gave way to an improper dejection of mind, 
He declares, , that he had been with them © in weak- 
neſs, and in fear, and in much trembling +.” A view 
'of the prevailing wickedneſs, a ſenſe of his own infir- 
mities, the contempt with which both he and his 
doctrine were treated, and an apprehenſion of dan- 
ger, .combined, probably, to diſcourage him; and it 
Appears, as if he were ready to take his flight, or de- 
cline his work. At that juncture the Lord gracioully 
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interpoſed, commanded him to perſiſt in the ſervice” 
with diligence and intrepidity, and promiſed him the 
divine preſence, protection from enemies, and great 
ſucceſs in his miniſtry among the Corinthians. He 
thus addreſſed him in a viſion of the night, © Be not 
afraid, but ſpeak, and hold not tny peace: for I am 
with thee, and no-man ſhall fet on thee to burt thee : 
for I have much people in this place.“ | 

St. Paul was imboldened, by this aſſurance from 
heaven, to continue at Corinth a year and ſix months, 
during which time he laboured in the Goſpel with 
much aſſiduity, and to good effect. There he wrote his 
Epiſtles to the Theſſalonians, and that alſo, as ſome 
think, to the Galatians; which were probably the 
firſt of his compoſitions now remaining. He Grace 
not the concerns of his diftant brethren, but felt a 
painful anxiety for them, when he heard of certain 
inſtances of miſeonduct and declenſion in the churches. 
The faithful ambaſſadors of Chriſt may be inſtructed 
from the example before us. It is nothing wonder- 


K Aa 17 „ eG” 3 & 5 &@ Os 1 


ST ful, that they alſo, like this eminent Apoſtle, ſhould 
| be oppreſſed. and diſcouraged by inward temptations 
n as well as outward oppoſition. O let us not increaſe 


their difficulties by our contempt or unkindneſs ! 


d Rather, let us ſtrengthen their hands in God, by our 

4 cordial reception of the truth, and pray for them, 
n that they may be upheld, and aſſiſted in he vigorous 
. proſecution of their important work. May mich 

4 ple be turned to the Lord, through their labours, in 
y thoſe very places, which they conſider as moſt hopeleſs ! ! 
, In this they may be confident and rejoice, that, wher- 
s ever their Maſter has appointed them any ſervice, He 
. will continue and ſupport them; nor ſhall any violence 
t of their enemies prevent or retard the purpoſes of his 
s mercy, 

y At length a ſevere ſtorm aroſe at Corinth. The 


Jews were indignant : they ſeized the Apoſtle, and in 
an outrageous manner brought him before the tribu- 
Qz. nal 
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mal of Gallio, the governor or proconſul of Achaia, 
22 accuſed him of introducing a new religion, to 
the ſubverſion of the law; and he was forbidden to 


in his own defence. Gallio would hear nothing 


on the ſubject, and therefore inſtantly diſmiſſed the 


parties. Probably, he conſidered the Goſpel as a 
matter beneath his notice: “ he cared: for none of 
thoſe things. 8 | 
St. Paul remained there ſome time longer, notwith- 
ſtanding this ſtrong oppoſition, - Upon his departure, 
he took with him his two friends, Aquila and Priſcilla; 
and it is remarked, that at Cenchrea, a neighbouring 
port, from which he ſet ſail, he ſhaved his head in 
conſequence of a certain vow he had made, probably, 
for a great deliverance, When they came-to Ephe- 
ſus, he preached the word, but ſoon left his dear com- 


panions there, though they earneſtly requeſted him to 


continue. He “ conferred not with fleſh and blood,” 
preſſing on with unremitting ardour, wherever his 


duty called hims He haftened to Jeruſalem, with 
Charitable contributions for the church, and, having 


Aniſhed the purpoſe of his journey, he called at An- 
tioch upon his return, and made ſome ſtay in that 
place, He then paſſed in a regular progreſs through- 
out the country of Galatia and Phrygia, with the view 


of propagating the Goſpel yet more extenſively, and 


encouraging believers under all their trials and diſ- 
treſſes. . 


How honourable the employment of the Apoſtle! 


Happy thoſe, who enjoyed the benefit, and knew the 
value of his labours! What a glory and excellency 
diſtinguiſhed” his character, while«be travelled from 
one kingdom to another, „to turn men from dark- 
neſs to light, and from the power of Satan unto 
God *,; & as poor, yet making many rich +”? In- 


ſtead, therefore, of complaining of his arduous polt, 
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he was conſtrained to utter that grateful acknow- 
tedgment, “ Thanks be unto God; which always 
cauſeth us to triumph in Chriſt, ahd maketh manifeſt 
the favour of his knowledge by us in every place s 

Here again we pauſe, and aſk, Will any maintain, 
that Paul could be a deceiver ? Could all theſe aſto- 
niſhing events, ſo exactly ſimilar, which his preaching. 
produced in different parts of the world, be the effect 
of mere fancy or deluſion? Let infidels credit this, if 
they can. They will not, indeed, heſitate to admit any 

abſurdities or impoſſibilities, rather than allow, that our 
religion isa revelation from heaven. But let us rejoicein 
the truth and efficacious influence of the Goſpel; for 
it is the power of God unto ſalvation, to every one 
that believeth +.” Let us not be ſatisfied with grant- 
ing the e, 6 even 2dmiring the excellence, of 
the Apoſtle, we receive the doctrine, which he 
en Does it regulate our faith and practice? 

e ate not ſo much in danger of openly rejecting 
the whole ſyſtem, as of trifling under an external pro- 
feſſion, mi experiencing © the power of godli- 
neſs.” O let us fear, leſt the word, which we hear 
and pretend to believe, ſhould riſe up to condemn us 
m the judgment ! 1 . 

The Lord God ſet his ſeal to the declarations of his 
Apoſtle ; and we are not afraid to aſſert, that He con- 
tinues to this day, in a moſt decided manner, to proſ- 
per the Jabours of thoſe, who deliver the ſame teſti- 
mony. Similar effects attend the promulgation of the 
ſimple and unadulterated Goſpel. Many, like the 
Theſſalonians, are hereby “ turned to God from 
idols, to ſerve the living and true God, and to wait 
for his Son from heaven . Let us offer up our fer- 
vent prayers, that we may ſee more evident proofs 
among ourſelves of a divine energy accompanying, 
the preaching of the croſs. We have many precious- 
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promiſes, which ſhould encourage our expectations of 


glorious events, Let thoſe, who. © have this miniC.. 


try, as they have received mercy, faint not *,“ but be 
unwearied in their exertions for the enlargement and 
proſperity of the Church. May they be hohoured of 


God, whom they ſerve in the. Goſpel of his Soh, 4 by 


turning many to righteouſneſs,” and then {tine as 
the ſtars for ever and ever 1“. Amen. 
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Paul came ti Epheſus — driven away by a tumult of the 

people viſited Greece returned to Troas—raiſed 
Eutychus to life—paſſed on to Miletus—there ſent "for - 
the elders at Epheſus, and took his leave—at Tyre 

and Cefarea diſſuaded from going to Feruſalem, but 
proceeded thither —complied with Jeruiſb prejudices — 
aſſaulted by a mob—taken into cuflody of the Romans 
—adareſſed the people, but furiouſly oppoſed—arraigned 
before the Sanhedrim. Nee 


Tu page of hiſtory has celebrated the characters 
of many, who ſhewed uncommon ardour in ſpreading 
devaſtation and miſery, whilſt they paſſed from king- 
dom to kingdom. Such were Alexander and Ceſar; 
who, however illuſtrious their names have appeared, 
were no other than the oppreſſors and murderers of 
mankind. How different the Apoſtle of Chriſt! 
His wiſdom, zeal, and courage, were ſuperior to 
thoſe of the 5 admired heroes; and the motives 


of his condudt were noble and excellent, but their's 
fordid and baſe. We obſerve him continually plan» 
ning freſh ſchemes, and burning with- eager deſire, 
to _— the Goſpel from nation to nation, in defiance 
of all difficulties and dangers : and it is obvious, that 
he was aCtuated, not by the proſpect of temporal 
emolument, dominion, or any carnal gratification, 


but by the pureſt affection, of which the mind is 


ſuſceptible, love to God and to the whole human 
race. 40 : Tat 
From what we have already ſeen of the extreme 
violence . of perſecution, which St, Paul incurred in 
$72 the 
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the cauſe of Chriſt, it might be thought that he would 
ſoon be diſcouraged, and decline all further exertions, 
Doubtleſs, this would have been the caſe, had he not 
been upheld by a divine ſupport, and animated by a 
full conviction of the truth and excellence of thoſe 
doctrines, which he preached. But we ſhall ſtill be. 
hold him prefling om to new fervices ; like an un- 
daunted conqueror, , diflatished with former victories, 
arid eager tc ſubdue many niore and far diſtant cities 
and kingdoms, whatever dangers or deaths might ſeem 
to obſtruct his way. | | is 
4. p. We left him, after his journey to Jerufalem, 
37. confirming the churches of Aſia. hat object 
bdeing accompliſhed, he returned to Epheſus, a 
| ce of conſiderable note, but extremely addicted to 
 Idolatry and ſenſual exceſſes. Here he took up his 
* abode for ſome time, and by his labours a large ſo- 
ciety of Chriſtians was formed, to whom he after. 
wards addreſſed a valuable Epiſtle, which is till ex- 
tant. 1 * 
Here he found certain diſciples, inſtructed in the 
doctrine and baptiſm of John, yet not acquainted 
with that abundant effuſion of the Holy Spirit, which 
Had been granted as the bleſſed fruit and evidence 
of our Lord's aſcenſion v. But, by the impoſition 
of the Apoſtle's hahds, the ſame miraculous influences 
were conferred on them, which other ehurches had 

eceived, Thus a glorious atteſtation was given to 
the Goſpel at Epheſus ; and, probably, others were 
thereby induced to become obedient to the faith. There 

may be many fincere believers, in a great meaſure ig- 
norant of the extent of thoſe privileges, to which they 
are admitted in Chriſt Jeſus, We enquire of them, 
as Paul of the Epheſians, „ Unto what were ye 
-' baptized?” and we exhort them to pray earneſtly, 
that they may be favoured with large communications 


. Acts Kix. 5 &c. 
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of. that li; t, and ſtrength, and comfort, which God 
hath nine. Ty and Is willing 40 beſtow upon his- 
people. 


E. EL F g 
- The Apoſtle opened his commiſſion in the ſyna- 
gogue of the Jews, and there endeavoured for Th 
months together, by argument and perſuaſion, to 
bring them into ſubjection to the kingdom of God. 
But ſuch was the perverſeneſs of that people, that 
at length he declined all connection with them, and 
choſe another place, a certain ſchool in the eity, 
where he continued daily, for the ſpace of two years, 
to proſecute the great Object of his miniſtry, Du- 
ring that period opportunity was given to the inha-- 
bitants of the neighbourhood, as well as to the Ephe- 
ſians, to hear his teſtimony ;. ſo that he diffaſed the 
knowledge of ſalvation in an extenſive manner. It 
pleaſed God to confirm his doctrine by many ſurpri- 
fing miracles: diſeaſeg were inſtantly removed, and! 
avi ſpirits diſpoſſeſſed. 1 bn 
Certain wandering Jews, pretending to the power 


of expelling demons, were dsfirous to imitate St. 


Paul, and accordingly, in their adjurations,. made uſe- 
of the name of Jefas whom they knew not. A re- 
markable inſtance of this kind eecurred in the ſeven: 
ſons of a. Jewiſh prieſt: they conſpired together for 
the purpote, but were baffled in their ſcheme, and: 
nearly deſtroyed by. the man, whom they prefumptu. 
ouſly attempted to cure. The Lord Chrift is not 

to be trifled with. He will not give his ſanction to 
the devices of hypocrites, and fooner or later will 
detect their perfidy. It is vain, it is dangerous, fot 
thoſe, who are ſtrangers to his character and live in 
diſobedience to his authority, to profeſs an attach- 
ment to his perſon. Though they may ſeem to take 
his part, in oppoſition to Satan, and to plead his cauſe, 
by writing or preaching in defence of the Goſpel, 
they are not likely to ſucceed better than © the ſeven: 


ſons of Sceva. Their efforts, probably, will not 
bong! Qs avail: 
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_ avail for the deliverance of others; and will in 

turn to tele, own confuſion,  : ,\ + 
The defeat of theſe arrogant 8 to a con. 
nection with the Saviour engaged the public notice 
at Epheſus, and ſtamped greater credit upon the 
Goſpel and the miniſtry of * Apoſtle. Men were 
ſtruck with an awful regard for the Lord Jeſus, and 
afraid of provoking him by diflimulation. Convinced 
of the ſinfulneſs of their magical arts, they burned 
thoſe very books, from which they had derived their 
former gains, and which they might then have ſold 
for an immenſe ſum, This was done in the open 
view of the town; and it is remarked as an evidence 
of the glorious efficacy and triumphant ſucceſs of the 
| Goſpel. It is, indeed, © mighty through God to the 
lling down of ſtrong holds . Where its power 
15 felt, every profane practice will be renounced, and 
even the love of money overcome. Have we given 
ſuch a procf of our ſubmiſſion to Chriſt? Are we wil- 
ling to forſake thoſe occupations and habits, though 
moſt profitable, which cannot be retained with a good 
conſcience? Ah! how many reject the word of 
God and periſh eternally, becauſe they are determined 
to hold faſt their unjuſt gains! © Fifty thouſand 
ieces of ſilver,” and the accuſtomed means of ſub- 
Rense, were ſacrificed by theſe Epheſians: let thoſe, 
who are attached to the world, ſay, if that principe 
be 23 potent, which can produce ſuch uncom- 
ects | | 
IT During St Pure abode at 'Ephefus, he was 500 | 
Sumindfal of his friends and brethren at a diſtance, 
He meditated freſh ſervices in other places, and burned 
with an eager deſire, not only to viſit the churches, 
which were far ſeparated from each other, but to 
carry the glad tidings of ſalvation even to Rome, the 


BN, e of 1550 world. For the preſent, as he pro- 
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longed his ſtay, he fent Timothy and Eraſtus, two: | 
beloved companions, as his ſubſtitutes, into Mace-/ 
donia. About this time, probably, he wrote his firſt 
Epiſtle to the Corinthians, in which he mentions his · 
ſituation at Epheſus, as affording him opportunities 
of extenſive uſefulneſs, though attended with violent: 
oppoſition: -* A great door and effectual is opened 
unto me, and there are many adverſaries &. y 
Satan may be expected to uſe his ſtrongeſt efforts, 
by ſtirring up his zealous agents to reſiſt the Goſpel, 
which threatens deſtruction to his kingdom. In moſt 
es there are ſome. perſons, who, from their pecu- 
iar employments or connections in life, ſuppoſe their 
intereſt will be injured by the progreſs of true religion. 
Their chief emoluments, and even their ſubſiſtence, 
may ſcem to depend upon the folly and wickedneſs: 
of others: and therefore, when the word of God- 
comes with power, and turns men from their evil” 
ways, theſe people, perceiving their “ craft is in 
danger to be ſet at- nought,” will raiſe a grie vous 
outcry, | IEEE ie 
This was the caſe at Epheſus, - Demetrius, who 
derived large profits fm the idolatrous worſhip of 
Diana, ſtirred up a furious mob againſt Paul and his 
companions, The Apoſtle would have ventured into 


the midſt, to addreſs them on the ſubject; but he 


was prevailed on by his friends to conſult his ſafety: 
and his example teaches us, that a- prudent. regard 


to our own preſervation is conſiſtent with the warm=: | 


eſt zeal. | 5255 31 8 
At length, the town-clerk or recorder of the cages 
appeaſed the violence of the multitude; which threat- 
ened very ſerious conſequences... He argued not ons 
principles of religion, but as a man of diferetion, and 
perſuaded them through motives of intereſt to deſiſt. 
from their outrageous proceedings. We perceive the: 


# x Cor. xvi. $, 9 ; N. 30 15 
1 hand 
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band of Ood even in ſuch events. He ſtilleth the 
| - - noiſe of the ſeas, and, what is. equally untractable, 
the tumult of the people . His avowed enemies 
1 come forward to promote his purpoſes, when he is 
pleaſed to make uſe of them: and, accordingly, he 
ftrequentliy influences thoſe, who bear no good will 
t Zion, to plead the cauſe of his ſervants. Let our 
' | |, dependence, then, be fixed upon Him, and not upon 
Wich e reference; probably, to this'nproar, the 
Apoſtle ſaid, * Þ have fought widh: beads at Ephe- 
ſus r; and again, We were preſſed out of mea . 
ſure, above ſtrength, inſomuch that we deſpaired even 
of life: but we had the ſentence of death in our- 
ſelves, that we ſhould not truſt in ourſelves, but in 
God which raiſeth the dead 1. Ah! why do we 
— _ hrink from danger, while we are engaged in the 
Work of ſuch-a Maſter? Let us contemplate the 
© - Hluſtrious pattern before us, and be animated, by the 
; ay tags wh patience, faith, and courage, to endure | 
It becathe expedient for Paul to quit his | 
AD: Gtuation at Epheſus, aff therefore, having t- 
en an affectionate leave of the diſciples there, ol 
the directed his courſe to Macedonia $. Ever intent 
upon bis work, he preached and exhorted from place 
to place, and thus paſſed on to the ſouthern parts of 
Greece. In the midſt of various diſtreſſes, inward 
| as wel} as outward, be proſecuted his journey to 
1 e 3 ſpent three rf 4 >a 
© meigh when he was prevented by a'deſign 
his life from embarking to Syria, ——— | 
through Macedonia, and failed from Philippi to Troas. 
There he remained ſeven days, and on the firſt daß 
| of the week delivered with peculiar energy an addrefs 
ta the diſciples, who were aſſembled for, the celebra- 
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13 1 Tt mould ſeem, that, 45 


he was & ready to depart on the morrow, he was 


induced, under the thoughts of leaving Wer. to pro- 


tract the ſervice to an uncommon len he con- 
tinued his ſpeech until midnight.“ de more deeply 5 
our hearts are affected with divine things, and he 
ſtronger are our impreffions of the love of Chriſt, 
we ſhall be more eagerly deſirous both to declare and 


'- hear the glorious truths of the Goſpel. The men of 


the world may wonder and revile : but, while they 
devote days and weeks to the purſuit of vain pleaſures, 

| 1 W be employed 
725 Er = 
| he Chriſtians at Troas an upper room, 
where they had many lights : their religious afſem-_ 
blies, therefore, were not. held in the "AY as ſome 
have maliciouſſiy inſinuated. On the occaſion now 
mentioned, 2 young man, inattentive probably to the 
Apoſtle's exhortations, was overpowered' with fleep, 

| and, falling to the ground from the window in which | 


be ſat, was taken up dead. This circumſtance pro- 
| 7 duced confuſion and Fliftreſs | in the congregation, till. 


St. Paul, havi embraced the body with faith and 
eee. it to life. We lament, that there 

are among ourſelves ſuch numerous inftances of - 
drowſy. worſhippers, perſons pretendi ng, at leaſt, to 
. join inthe divine ordinances, but ſo liftleſs and ftu- 
pid, that much of the ſhort time allotted to the ſer- 


vice ſeems to be ſlumbered- away. Some may plead 


their infirmitics or the prolixity of the preacher ; but 

© the practice is not to be juſtified; It betrays a want 
often ritual vigour; and = vor ne not con- 
5 of God, which muſt be high offenſive” to 

him. Who would not be afraid rr 
dead in ſuch a ſtate, where no revival can be expected, 
as in the caſe of Eutychus? Who does not tremble 
at the thought of Wy, ol e to the tri- 
ien At 5 6 


1 
* % 


neſs, diligence, and'zea], in the exerciſe of his mi- 
niſtry amongſt them. He reminded them of the 


we 
i} 
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' « The Apofile reſumed his diſcourſe, and was not 


willing to part from his dear friends till break of day. 


They ſpent the whole night in ſweet -communion 


with God and with each other. How rare an exam- 


ple of zeal and love! At length he left the place, 


and, for one ſtage at leaſt, choſe to travel on foot. 
He affected no porap, and probably, in proſecuting 


5 his journey by bimſelf, wiſhed to ſecure ſome time 


for retirement. At Aſſos he joined his companions, 


with whom he took ſhiph and, having touched at . 


ſeveral different towns near the ſea coaſt, came to 


Miletus. He haſtened to Jeruſalem, and therefore, 


that he might not be detained by the tender impor-. 


tunities of his Chriſtian brethren | at Epheſus, he 
paſſed by that city. But he. ſent for the elders of 
their church to Miletus, and addreſſed himſelf to them 

in a ſolemn and pathetie manner, giving them bis 
laſt charge, and ſuggeſting ſuitable inſtructions for 

the execution of their important office. N 55 
He appealed to their knowledge and obſervation 


— 
. 


of his conduct, for a proof of his integrity, meek- 


. -  Kdelity and earneſtneſs with which he had preached, 


as gol 

Jae and, though ignorant of the event, bad 
received poſitive and repeated aſſurances, that bonds 
and afflictions awaited him there. Vet he declared, 
that, far from being ſtaggered by the proſpect, ne 


- . 


and of the grand ſubjects on which he had inſiſted, 
repentance and faith. He informed them, that he 


ng, under a ſtrong impulſe of the Spirit, to 


valued not life itſelf, provided he could finiſh his 


courſe with joy, and fulfil bis miniſtry in the Goſpel. 
He affirmed, that were then looking upon 


im for the laſt time, exhorted them to conſider, 


that, as he had delivered to them the whole Chriſtian 


thout reſerve, he ſhould ſtand acquitted 


ſyſtem. wi | 
before God, whatever might become ob * | 


{ 
{ 
{ 
1 
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| for wilom! be had laboured} and that they muſt an- 


fwer! for their dun ſouls- He charged them, there- | 


fore, to maintain à conſtant care over themſelves and 
every part of the flock committed to them, remem- 
bering from whom they had received their ons 7 
ment, and how dear to God was that Church, . which 
He had purchaſed with his own blood.” He warned 
Ne. A nan 
ſoon atiſe and excite difturbances, and preſſed upon 
them the duty of unceaſing vigilance. Ho then com- 
e God and to the word of his 
the moſt earneſt deſires ſor their 
— — Oy final ll ation; a and propoſed for their 
imitation his own example of diligence, diſintereſted- 
neſs, ſelf⸗deniaß, and benevolent attention to Gs 


The f Garten we truly affeding. "poi: his 
bended knees he offered up s fervent ſupplications 
for them, whilſt they with many tears wept over 
him and embraced him. We wonder not at their 
diſtreſs, as they were aſſured, that they ſhould fee | 
his face no more, no longer be fayoured with his 
miniſtration, his counſels, or / prayers. They ac- 
| companied him to the ſhip, and then, as it were 13 
violence, he was torn from them. | 

May we not afk, Is there any thing 1 this 64. 
drxeſs like the language of an impoſtor? Do we not 
petceive the cleareſt marks of an upright man, and 
of a meſſenger from Heaven? O that all the am- 
baſſadors of Chriſt may partake of his ſpirit, be leſs 
attentive to the world, and more mindful of their 
n O that, like him, they may feel a generous 


cern for the people of their charge, and be ſoli- - | 


citous to ſeed them with wholeſome doctrine! May 
Jeſus,” their exalted Lord; endue them with all _ 
ceſſarꝝ wiſdom, ftrength, and zeal, and their 
exertions for his own glory! May He teach and 

unde meln to «© take” heed untb themſelves and to x 
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all che flock”. e 0 men declare 
all che counſel of Gedj”” and, when they cloſe their 
 Ervices on earth, it will infoire them: with- gratitude 
and joy, to be allured that they ave "PRO ee 
blood of all men.” ' 
Paul failed from Miletus, and, keving paſſed by | 
- vera places, landed at Tyre, where he found ſome 
£ dear followers of the- e 50g and continued with 
them ſeven days. In. that city certain 
under @ prophetic impulſe, warned: him of — 
and entreated him not to to Jeruſalem. But, 
being conſident that duty called him, he did not 
mrink from his purpoſe.. Having taken a ſolemn 
leave of his friends, with whom he was not aſhamed: 
to kneel down for yu__ Oe: tie. ſea ſhore, he 
purſued his journey, He ſtopped to pay his reſpects 
ay the [of "rake 2 Ptole mais, and then advanced 
to Ceſarea, where he was gueſt to Philip the Deacon: 
_ and Evangelift. 

There b he cog more expreſs information of the 
| SKeulties, which awaited him: Agabus foretold, 
that he ſhould be bound, impriſoned, and delivered 
over to the Roman power. He was therefore moſt 
earneſtly deſired by his companions in travel; as well 


zs by the brethren at Ceſarea, to give · up his inten . 


tions of viſiting Jeruſalem. But, as no dangers could 
intimidate his mind, he would not yield to their en- 
treaties. . Had he, then, no regard for his friends? 
| Yes z and on that accotnt-he it a verge edi. He 
was not afraid to meet perils and death; but he could 
not bear to ſee thoſe, whom he loved, overwhelmed: 
with diſtreſs. He cried out, What mean ye to 
weep, and nagar mine heart? for I: am 
2 but alſo to die at Jeruſalem. 
Lord Jeſus,” This ſhews, that 


- * 
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eee 
ſupreme regard to the Saviour, whom. he ſerved. 
The forrowful ſupplicants deſiſted, and with humble 
ſubmiſſion referred the event to GW. 
Does not a ſenſe of our indolence and 8 co - 
ver us with ſhame, while we contemplate St. Paul's 
unwearied exertions and willingneſs to lay down 


* - life itſelf in his Maſter's cauſe? Do we not value 


'  Geatiles, . His account excited their 


our friends, our eaſe, liberty, and ſafety, far more 
than the honour and favour of Chriſt? If his love 
conſtrain us, in any meaſure as it did the Apoſtle, 
why do we betray ſo much heſitation and reluctance 
in purſuing the plaineſt path of duty, merely be- 
75 certain difficulties ſeem to obſtruct our pro- 
eis g | M38: N & NN 
61 pe then, arrived at his journey's end, and 
took up his abode at Jeryſalem with Mnafon, an old 
diſciple. There he met with a cordial reception 
from the church; and, having ſeized the. earlieſt 
opportunity of viſiting St. James, he related to hi 
in the greſence of all the elders, how the work ob 
God had been carried on by his miniſtry among the 
joy; but they warned him, that, glorious as his ſue- 
ceſs had been, the ſtrongeſt. prejudices prevailed in 
his Jewiſh: brethren againſt him. It was generally 
under ſtood, that he every where encouraged the Jews. 
to neglect and forſake the Moſaic law. They ad- 
viſed him therefore, with the view. of filencing ob- 
jectors, to join himſelf publicly with four perſons, 
who were bound by a particular vow to certain rituak 
obſervances, and to ſubmit to all the ceremonies, 
appointed for ſuch-a purpoſe. The Apoſtle complied, 
not through a. ſinful fear, or a_temporizing ſpirit, 


but in order that he: might not wound any weak con- 
ſciences, and, by conforming in matters merely in- 
Gfterent, that he might gain the more to the love. 


Such 


and ſervice of Chriſt, 


W 
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Bauch was his condeſcending and tender regard to 
. Hhe'infirmities and miſtakes of others. But how 
culpable was that haſty and uncharitable diſpoſition, by 
which many [thouſand belieyers were ready to take 
up an exception againſt a character ſo eminent and 
| . fo honoured as St. Paul! Shall we wonder, when we 
perceive ſomething of the ſame vehemence and bigotry 
| among Chriſtians in our own day? Yet, ſurely, we 
| mould lament, that, through nuſconception and raſh 
Judgment, they are frequently inclined to ſuſpect and 
- - condemn each other. And we ought to beware for 
 __. ourſelves, leſt we entertain or receive an unfavourable 
opinion of any one, without juſt graupds. | | 
Paul had begun to comply with the eeremoniak ] 
inſtitutions in the temple ; when ſuddenly a violent 
tumult was raiſed by certain Jews from Aſia, who with 
great impetuolity exclaimed againſt him, as an enemy 
to their nation and religion. By their baſe miſre- 
preſentations the people were excited to ſuch a de- 
gree of rage, that the whole city was thrown into 
conſuſion, and the Apoſtle expoſed to tmminant dan- 
ger. They ſeized and beat him, and were actually 
meditating his death, when Lyſias, the Roman offi- 
+ cer, interpoſed with an armed body, and reſcued him 
out of their hands, It was with extreme difficulty, 


1 even then, that he eſcaped their ſury. At the com- 
mand of the captain, the ſoldiers bound him, and 
RE conducted him as a priſoner and-a malefactor into the 5 
, caftle, while the infatuated mob cried out, © Away 6 
1 with him Et . | 4 


| Are we not conſtrained to lament the contumelious 
i 3 ufage and confinement of this eminent- ſervant of 
| Chriſt? We may be diſpoſed to.afſk, why the Lord 
| ' _ ſhould permit thoſe, who are dear to himfelf, to be 
ſo inſulted and oppreſſed, and the moſt zealous ad- 
Vvocates for his cauſe to be prevented from proſe- 
coduting their ſchemes of uſefulneſs in his Church. But 

. _ alas! we are ſhort- ſighted creatures, and ſhould not fs 

e e . preſume | 


Pg 1 | 


* . A mu 
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duct. His way is in the es, and his path in the 


'oreat waters, and his footſteps are not known , 
Let we are aſſured, that theſe very afflictions, which 


| for a ſeaſon cut off the Apoſtle from the public ex- 


- 


| a happy ue. Dn | een 
E St. Paul was now in chains, but before he was 
"committed to priſon, he obtained permiſſion. of the 


erciſe of his miniſtry, eventually promoted the ad-. 
vancement of the Goſpel +. | Our fears for the ſafetx 


of the ark are groundleſs. Let us cheerfully leave 
the care of it to God, and commit ourſelves and 
the concerns of all his people to bis ſovereign diſ- 


poſal. Whatever unfavourable or painful circum- 


Kances. may ariſe, let us look in faith and prayer fr 


captain to addreſs the people in his own. defence 1. 


He began with declaring his extraction, education, 


and manner of life, and appealed to them who had | 


known him, for a proof of his former hatred; and 


violent perſecution. of the Goſpel. He: delivered a 
minute account of his converſion, . of the Apoſtolic 

. - commiſſion-be had received from Chriſt, to. preach _ 

among the Gentiles, and of the injunction given 


kim in a trance to depart from. Jeruſalem. He wiſh⸗ 


ed to continue in that city, expecting that his miniſtry. 
would be particularly ſucceſsful among thoſe, who 
dad been witneſſes of his. oppoſition to the fait. Bug 
eius, by his ſovereign authority, commanded. him 
do carty the meſſage of peace to the Heathens at a 


dJiſtance. 


7 


This @pen and ingenuous narrative of the Apoſtle 


ſeemed well calculated to impreſs, the minds of the 
audience. His boldneſs, in maintaining the Goſpel _ 
before them, who, had once known him as a blaſ- 
money And a perſecutor, is a ſtrong evidence of its 


tb. But, though they could not deny bis aſ- 


rr hu. t roi H e 1 As ail 4 


ſertionss | 


due ſhort of Vlaſpherty. 


uch u fellbw' from the earth; 


k P 
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„ they were not eon inced. The molt ſtrik. 

facts, ſolid reaſoning, and 9 perſuaſions, 
will not 'be- Tuflicient ts ſubdue human heart, 
1 Auleß God himſelf put forth his power, and make 200 
uſe of them for that rpoſe. 
_ » "The Jews — molag to the n tin he men. 
tioned his mifffon to the Gentiles; but this th 
| Could not bear. Such was theit contempt and ha- 
tred of all other people, that they eorcluded a teach- 
er from Heaven would never be {ent among the Hea- 
then nations. The- e peared to them lit- 
ewed every mark 


of indignation and ee tore off their clothes, 

und Caſt duſt into the air, cryin „ Away with 
er it is not ht that 

be fhoul# live.” Then indeed Ne was „ mad as the 

; mr" the world, and the off feouring of all things s.“ 

likewiſe ſhould” meet. with che molt injurious 


treatment, let us not wonder or complain, when we 


RS prone with what boo wap violence \this man of 


BY cruel torture, by pleading his privHege as a Roman | 


i 

| 

1 

1 

4 

Y 
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le 
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it 
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MES... The Roman e n cured lim, and, he upder | ' 

| W an; 
as 

fer 

to 
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anding the ground of the oppolition, ſuppoſi 
de - muff have committed forme great 0 Ms oem. 
manded him to be exatnined by, ſcour ging, that S | 
eonfeffion might be extorrtd. ' But Paul eſcaped the 


citizen; and it ſhould em that the officer had ex- 


| excded his authority in binding him. Lyfias, how- | 

. ever, was defirous to obtain clearer. information. of the Fan, 

buſineſs, and therefore, on the day following, con- Ki 
vened the great Coe uf the” Terry for the trial of Wo” 


me priſoner according to 7 icular cuſtorns. 
. There, for the preſent, we leave him, arraigned before 
| * * the object 2 their BENE deriſion 


! 


7 8 ; - 
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dend confempt heir 
aſhamed of the name of Jeſus, in whom he believed. 
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How much may we learn from this example! 
When we look at his patient perſeverance in the 


ſervice of Chriſt, and reflect on our own inactivity, 


well may we cover our faces, and hide them in the - 
duft. How little are any of us doing, in compariſag 

of this zealous Apoſtle! And ſhall we not be ani. 
mated, by a view of his conduct, to be more bol 

and vigorous, while we maintain our profeſſion 

the Goſpel againſt all its oppoſers? Liſten not to 
the fooliſh' repreſentations of thoſe, who would per- 
ſuade you, that all fervour in religion is hypocriſy, 
fanaticiſm, or madneſs, and that every thing, better 
than lifeleſs formality, is an unnecellary rictneſs, 


a weak ſerupuloſity, or a dangerous innovation. If | 


you would be governed by the faſhionable principles 
of the age, you muſt keep at a. diſtance from the 
leaſt imitation of St. Paul, and, wherever you diſ- 


cover a reſemblance of his ſpirit, you muſt condemn. 


it as a ridiculous preciſeneſs. Vou muſt give up all 


W carteft contention for right doctrines, and all the 


ardour of devgtion, aſſirm that faith is nothing but 
fancy, and laugh at the mention. of ſpiritual peace, 
and communion with God through the Holy Ghoſt, 
as a Vain deluſion. O how much better is it to ſuf- 
fer like the Apoſtle in defence of the truth, than thus 
to ſacrifice conſcience to intereſt or reputation 
But, if you are the moſt lively, diligent, and uſe- 


ful members of the Church, the brighteſt orna- ' 


ments of the Chriſtian profeſſion, you may learn 
from St. Paul to place no dependence on your 
own attainments. Like him, you ſhould preſerve a 
conſtant ſenſe of your unworthineſs, and aſcribe all 
the excellency of your belt principles and perform- 


hen he conſidered, what talents he poſſeſſed, and 


what an eminent ſtation he filled, his humble and 
ans ut acknowledgment was, I am nothing: — 


ances to the ſanctifying influence of God's Spirit. 110 
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Spot I, but the grace of God which was with me +.” 
me renounced his uncommon labours and extenſive 
as of no "avail in the point of his acceptance 
with. God: he 1 only in _ wh of Chriſt, 
as 'procuring*pardoh and peace, and ex ted as bei 

„complete in Him.“ k will be difficult, we ow 
to your corrupt nature, to exert yourſelyes. to the 
utmoſt for the 'advancement of truth and righteouſ- 
neſs, and yet with unfeigned humility to Caſt all your 


' works at the fert of ſeſus, * Sor the efficacy of 


his facrifice and the merit of bis obedience. But no 
_ otherwiſe can you maintain any' well. grounded hope 


" towards ' God. Your moſt admired duties, if not 


done in faith, will be rejected with abhorrence, and it 
will be faid at the laſt, '* Who hath required theſe 
; at our hands?” 


ay the Lord Jefus urid, Wa be exalted 


in our eſtimation, as “ the end of the law for righte- 
duſnefs !“ Wich his holy Apoſtle, may we © re- 
Write i 2 12 and have no OE! in the fleſh!” 


| 3450 Amen. 
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y a vifion—conſpired againſi—ſent to Ceſarea—there 


| - pleaded his cauſe with Felix, and ere e with 
_ Feflus—rapprated to Ceſar—preached before, king 
Arippa. WR YA; El * 2 | . x | * 


. 


+ 


I was predifted by our Lord, that his Apoſtles 


ſhould be brought before governors and kings for his 


fake *: but it does not appear, that any of them was 


called to this honour, ſo much as St. Paul. The 
eat men of the earth, indeed, ſhewed no defire to 
acquainted with his doctrine, nor was he admitted 
to audience in his proper character, as an ambaſſador 
from Heaven; but he was conducted into their pre- 
ſence as a criminal, How myſterious are the ways of 


Providence ] Paul was. caſt into bonds, in order that 
he might declare the truth of the Goſpel to magiſtrates 


and princes. We ſhall now behold him in this very 


ſituation, arraigned before powerful and malicious 
enemies, yet, without timidity, or any painful anxiety x 
for himſelf, moſt earneſtly ſolicitous to fave the ſouls + - 


of his hearers. O for the fame bold and diſintereſted 


ſgpirit im all the miniſters of Chriſt! This would be 


the wad. a ornament of their profeſſion, and the 
ſtrongeſt recommendation of the religion, which they 
T „„ 


" ' " ＋ * 1 1 
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a | . . Matt. z. 18. 
% * : 


: 


4 
- 
\ - 
The 5 


' firmneſs. and intrepidity, the effect of conſcious in- 


AT 
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The Apoſtle was a priſoner at Jeruſalem, in the 
cuſtody of Roman ſoldiers. He had been with difi- 
'Eulty reſcued out of the hands of a Jewiſh mob, 


which was incenſed againſt him; and, the Sanhedrim . 


being ſummoned for his trial, he proceeded to make 
his defence. He maintained before the council the 

. integrity*of his heart and conduct, though he had 
been apprehended and accuſed as a criminal ®. ' His 
| countenance, as well as his ſpeech, betokened a hcly 


nocence, or rather of a divine influence, by. which 
Was animated. The high prieſt, the preſident of 


dl - of Juſfice, to be ſmitten on the mouth, evidently ſhew- 
ing a determination to ſilence him, or to hear nothi 
in his favour. The Apoſtle, however, not intimida 


3 


iſh him for his baſe hypocriſy. Poſſibly, there 


recting his cenſure againſt the high prieſt, who, for 
his office, ought he 

_ doubtleſs, he ſpake by a prophetic impulſe ; and, ac- 
cording to his ſentence, God did. ſoon afterwards 
< {mite that whited wall“ by a ſingular deſtruction. 


The example ought not to be pleaded in juſtification 


of any inſolenee or reſentment towards magiſtrates: 
St. Paul himſelf ſeemed ſolicitous to guard againſt 


ſuch an abuſe of his conduct. Be it our concern to 


s live in all good conſcience before God; and then 
let us meekly commit to Him the event of all ground- 
leſs and malicious accuſations. 


A prudent device of the Apoſtle diſconcerted the | 


meaſures of his adverſaries for that time, He per- 
| ceived, that the aſſembly conſiſted partly of Phariſees, 
| 05 24 | > 9 Al Kill I» &c, | 5 0 | 


— 


court, commanded him, in violation of all the forme 


by ſuch violent and injurious uſage, reprehended his 
dge, and ſolemnly declared that God would ous | 


| 45 warmth of temper in the reproof: Paul, 
at leaſt, acknowledged, that he was not aware of di- 


treated with reſpect. Vet, 


. /// / RTT PT NEE Wh: 
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. amidſt violent oppoſition, hy various ways. Some- 
times he protects them, J permitting 


„ one on ih. th ee Rod Re ee ns 3 * 


eiouſly appeared in a viſion to encourage 

him, by an aſſurance that he ſhould ſtill continue his 
labours in the Goſpel, and bear his teſtimony euen at 
Nome, the imperial city. How tender are the com- 


$38 er. PAUL: * A + 36r 
es apa widely in their 


ſentiments, eſpecially concerning the reſurrection of the 


dead. He therefore declared himſelf attached tothe.ſect 


their leading doctrine he then ſtood arraigned before 
them. As many as were of this perſuaſion, immedi- 


ately ſnewed an inclination to favour him, and pro- 


poſed is diſmiſſion. But ſo warm were the debates 


_ occalioned by the ſubject, which: he had ſtarted, that 


the council-was thrown into the utmoſt confuſion, 
The Raman officer began to fear for the ſafety of his 


, p ſoner, | and, that he might not ſuffer through the 


nerceneſs of the diſputants, interpoſed with an armed 


again to the eaſtle. The Lord ſecures his people, 


to be divided and i againſt each other. The 
mutual hatred of wicked men is frequently fo — . 


that they cannot unite in any ſchemes fur 3 5 
would Thus 


the Church, as otherwiſe they 


. Kithe any Wu praiſe 1 God? wa ror 


py wats 
| Apoſtle remainkd-i dloſeiconfioemens, 
treſſed, probably, . if he 


dis. 


werte cut off from all further opportunities of uſeful- 
neſs. The following night, however, the Lord gra- 
and animate 


paſſions of our God towards his aſſlicted peoplel In 
general, when their troubles inereaſe upon them, 


© their, conſolation alſo  aboundeth by Chriſt®.” - 
eee 


e s. GEES 461 sn 
4 . 
wer. w. 18. "3 3 nen 45 * aD wx 4 againſt A 
| 


force for his deliverance, and conducted him back 


their enemies 


of the Phariſees, 'and: affirmed that for his defence of 


, - 
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er Le len Lord declare his a n. | 
lay to them, as he did to Paul, of good ; LY 


| pinks they ſhould account it-a ſufficient com | 
tion for their ſevereſt perſecutions, and de imboldened 
40 face a hoſt of enemies. 5 2 
Preſh dangers awaited the Apoſtle at. Jeruſalem. 
I Buch was the fury of his oppolers, that more than 
forty of them entereff into an impious-combination, 
1 and hound themſolves under a curſe to accdmpliſh bisz 
. n — chief iger took part 
133 in the But, though might 
ſieem to be well concerted, it e 
by the providence of God. A young man, nearly 
related to St. Paul, being appri rized of the "waa 
Carried information of it to the Roman officer; in 
A conſequence of which the priſoner 1 
removed, and ſent under a ſtrong guard to Ceſarea. 
1 accuſers, alſo, were commanded to follow him, 
that the matter might there be fairly —— before 


, 2908 the governor. 
5 It may appear ſtrange, that one, whoſe beart ne! 
a deſire of promoting univerſal 


S s S 1 3 


| with ber | 
& - happineſs, ſhould be purſued with ſuch malignity and © 
fi . rage, 1s if he had been the vileſt of his ſpecies and the | 
| peſt of ſociety. But in the oppoſition, which was made 
to him and other eminent ſaints, a ſtriking proof of hu- 
man depravity is exhibited, Whilſt they were treated 
Wl with contempt and abhorrence, for righteouſneſs ſake, 
+: it is obvious that the God, whom they ſerved, was | 
[i deſpiſed and hated: and indeed, his enmity of the 
carnal mind againſt God is the grand ſource and cauſe 
of perſecution, whatever may be pretended. But ſhall 
the faithful a tpn of . Chriſt be intimidated : 1 
it is their vilege to maintain peace and joy, in de- 
on their Almighty. Redeemer. Bit © they 
i that hate the righteous ſhall be deſolate,” Their | 
\\_- wiſeſt plans ſhall turn to their own confuſion. While 
i ys: take ue ted that ſitteth i he the 
| ven 
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Peavens ſhall laugh; the Lord ſhall have them in de- 
| mrifion*.” Paul was reſcued from his furious adver- 


faries at Jeruſalem, by the very conſpiracy for his 


deſtruction. * They thruft fore at him, that he might 


fall; but the Lord helped him +.” Let others be 


encouraged from his caſe. . Ory out and ſhout, thou © 
inhabitant of Zion; for great is the Holy One of 
Ibeael in the midſt of thee g. 1 | 


Q St. Paul was ſecured ig Herod's palace at Coſarea, 5 


till his accuſers came. After a few days, the high 


ieſt and other members of the Sanhedrim, with 
Tertullus, an inſidious counſellor, at their h ap- 
inſt him, and produced their charge avi 


Felix g. The orator addreſſed the Roman governor 


in terms of the baſeſt Hattery, - complimenting him 


upon the wiſdom and:excellency of his adminiſtration, 
though he was THis infamous for his oppreſſion... 
He then inyeighed againſt the priſoner, as having ex- 


cited a ſeditious ſpirit through the whole body of the -— 


Jews, polluted their temple, and taken the moſt activo 


part in ſpreading the principles of the Nazarenes, 


who were univerſally deteſted.” 


The Apoſtle, being permitted to anſwer in his own _ 
defence, proteſted his innocence, and challenged them 
to prove their allegations. He acknowledged, indeed, 
that his religious conduct was what they deemed he- 
retical, but maintained that it was conformable to the 
ancient ſcriptures; in which he had been educated, and 


that his hope of a general reſurrection was no other, 
than what they themſelves allowed. He declared, that 


be 8 endeavoured to diſcharge his duty both. . 
men, that his journey to Jeruſalem had 


to God a 


deen undertaken for the purpoſes of chatity and devo- 
tion, and that his appearance in the e had not 
been attended with any irregular or tum uous gro- 
* Plak ii 2,4. T ew. 23. 1 If. . 6. , 4e. 

F 7 6 R . _ exedings. | 


a 
| | + „ 
x — * PSF .R 5 
1 1 


. * k 1 4 
: - b LY * * , 
\ * - of \ 


"als SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. | 
in Be; therefore, called „aner Protesten 


2 e Sri. 
lt is not probable, Sat you; who:arvd che Lond 


Chriſt, will eſcape unjuſt and malicious cenſures, 


Whatever nce or benevolence you may poſſeſs. 


e way, in which worſhip God, | 
2 14 not — r 


1 5 Ignominious name. i thay be expedient, on certain 


occaſions, to vindicate — principles and conduct: 
you ſhould be furniſhed-with arguments for that end; 


1 5 and, if you are truly upright wich God, you alſo, like 


the Apoſfle, may be < bold as a lion“ in the preſence 
of your — Only be you ſolicitous © to boy 
always a conſeience void of offence,” that 


not provide them with objections, or give them 
real advantage againſt * if your own my 


condemn you, be, way Acute of your enemies be well 


founded, what ſhall we fay? '? Though others attempt 


to juſtify and protect you, you will be a terror to, 


| 1 ready to flee, hen no man purſueth *. 


ber was the iſſue of the trial? Felix de- 
Fa, the cauſe to another hearing, that he might ob- 


tain clearer information. However, he ſo far favoured 
the priſoner, as to allow him ſome degree of liberty, 
and permit him to receive the communications and 


viſits of bis friends. In that ſituation Paul was even 


called on to declare and maintain the Chriſtain faith 


before 3 wicked ee and his adulterous wife 
2 a deſire to be acquainted with 

ood heir motive, probably, was mere 
perro and this the Apoſtle did not endeavour to 
gratify, He aimed not to amuſe them, but to fix an, 


arrow of conviction in their-conſciences. Regardleſs 
of the event, as to himſelf, he addreſſed them with 
peculiar ſolemnity on ſubjeQts, which ſeemed calcu- 
n of guilt and to alarm 
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2 — « He reafoe e eſs” be fore * 
the man, 


Apoſtle, who endeavoured to bring his dignified hear- 


ers to repentance, rather than conciliate their wo 


and exculpate himſelf ? But is not this the 
Aich al the widder of the Galpel Bad pal | 


Without any dread of conſequences,. they ſhould de- 


clare to the moſt exalted perſonages their guilt and 
danger, and, inſtead of 3 — 

« warn them to flee from the wrath to come. "the 
will not acknowl 
dreſs? Fhe careleſs and abandoned are often con- 
ſtrained to feel the force of divine truth. The haughty 
judge trembled under the words of the priſoner, and 


therefore haſtened to cloſe the interview; His heart 


was: wounded within him, and he could not ct 
to e the con tion of the ; 
was dras eee to determine never 
more to think He endeavoured, there-- 
fore; to pacify his conleianes, by pleading his numer» . 


ous engagements: at that time, and promifiag a ſeri--— 


rg refs preacher at « a conyenient ſea- 


Did that ſeaſon ever come? Alas! no: He te⸗ 


ng his convictions. ;- and, probably, they produced: 


no good effect. Afterwards, indeed, he frequently 
heard the Apoſtle, and entered into 1 2 
bim; but we do not read, that he trembled 

He was actuated by covetouſneſs, and, in 


* 0 N P 


the propriety of ſuch an ad- 


Jo 


quiring for ſalvation, ſought to obtain a bribe, yet 


© he would have releaſed the priſoner. 42 as 
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. dee be retained him in erte, 
— _ though no crime had been proved againſt him; ang 
even after! two years, when he was recalled from his 
government, ha till left him in bonds, mere! that 
UE Figs be might recommend himſelf to the Jews. What 
wo complicated iniquity was chis! How lamentable, that 
tte deep impreſſions, made upon his peer 
HT: _ ſeryc only; te mene bie guilt by 4 ] 
E O ſinners, beware, how you trifle with your en 
| vieions, when you are awakened to any ſenſe of your 
miſery by the faithful declarations of God's word! | 
Linke Felix, perhaps, you may be inclined to diſmiſs || | 
. ee turn away from thoſe offenſive ſub. | / 
„ by which he _ ur feelings... Are you re- 4 
— Mm thoughts of God and eter- 
nal things ? No: you 1 that at ſome future op- 
portunity you ſhall be more at liberty to attend to 
your ſpiritaal-concens. Ab + Sirs, what means this 
procraſtination ?” Is not your ſhort. life IP: _ | 
____ -cloſe? Is not be; apo ery + nary 4 
do ſudden to the tri of heaven 4 
Fou not, by your unwillingneſs to fubmit, provoke 
God to leave you to your own devices, and to ſayin 
_ righteous indignation, © Let them alone?“ To what 
| Other ſeaſon are you looking forwards ? Or what can | 
| Is Beens * aten Do not therefore, 
9 important uſineſs. Yield to your con- 
. gainſt the truth, but 
deft its u full influence 3 and ſoon will your 
horrors and diftrefling apprehenſions ive _ to the 
livelieſt emotions of hope and Joy. 'J 
_-_ St. Paul Was left at Ceſarea, and the rage of 
| 14. bis enemies had not yet ſabſided, - Feſtus ſuc- 
25 oeeded to the government of Judea, and, upon 
Kinks to. Jeruſalem, received a powerful applica- 
tion tion againſt 6. "They peu from the members of the 
e ee Wann 
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ſor to Jeruſalem, and intended to murder him by the 


way. But the ſcheme was defeated. Through the 
ſecret influenee of God upon his mind, Feſtus would 


not comply with the requeſt. He commanded- the: 
accuſers to attend him to Ceſarea, where he himſelf 


propoſed to hear and decides the cauſe: There the- 


trial was inſtituted, and Paul 'ohce more put upon his - 
defence, The ſame groundleſs and malicious charges 


were brought againſt him, as beſore; and he, with his 


uſual intrepidity, perſiſted in aſſerting his innocence. 
Still juſtice was denied him. be governor was dif. 
poſed to trifle, or rather to give him up to his ene 
mies; for he propoſed; that, according to their re- 
ö matter ſhould be referred to the council at: 
Jeruſalem. 475 M EAR 
What, then, could the Apoſtle expect from ſuch: 


arbiters? He ſaw through the deſign, and refuſed to 


ſubmit. He declared his | readineſs to ſuffer extieme- 


puniſhment, if he tad deſerved it, but maintained: 
that he had done no 


This appeal was not the of coward- 


ice: be did not ſhrink from bonds or death itfelf.. But 


be has taught us, that it may be 2 for a. 
Chriſtian to aſſert his civil ri and demand the 
protection and immunities, which the laws of his coun- 


try allow him. We ſhould, however, beware of a 


petulant and litigious ſpirit: the example before un 
will not juſtiffia wanton tion to government., 
or a propenſity to contehd for every little grievance. 
It was determined, then, that the-cauſe ſhould be 

ſubmitted to Ceſar 's decifion, and Paul ſent as 2 pri- 
ſoner to Rome. Thus his deſire of viſiting that city- | 

was granted, and the divine promiſe fulfilled, though, 


probably, in a oy different way from what he had. 
expected, 


— 


But, before he ſtood in the preſence of the 
5 KR 4 Pb | eror,, 


A 


wrong As a Roman citizen, 
therefore, ho claimed the privilege of being tried be- 


| unto. Ceſar 3. 
which ped all further proceedings. in the lower 
courts. | 


* 
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. INERTIA hep thy 


Inwordkle teſtimony. - 
King Agrippa, who poſſeſſed a exterit of Jos. 


minion under the Romans, and his ſiſter Bernice, - 


with whom it is ſupp6ſed that he lived in a ſtate of 


inceſtuous commerce; came RI 7 * wort 3 


ſpects to the new governor 
continuance 'at Cefarea, they were made acquainted 


with the cauſe” of the = Feſtus informed 


them, on what he had detained this remarks 
able priſoner in but, in his relation, he evi- 
dently treated — — the Goſpel, which Paul 


preached, as conſiſting of unmeaning and ſuperſtitious 


queſtions concerning one Jeſus, who was dead and yet 


| — of © . * 


nr 


illuſtrious 3 together witli the * N 


officers of the army and in of the city, at- 
tended: and Paul was br farce vn his de- 


ue When the cauſe h ened by Feſtus, 
Agrippa intimated to the — at he would be 
3 e Obs 2277s hg bl er 
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mperor, another qpportunity was given him for de- 
claring the truths of he Goſpel to certain perſonages 


affirmed to be alive. Alas ! it is obvious, from their 


— | 


er = asai.cc. .c. 3 
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1 folicitous to obſerve, how he acquity/himſelf in ſuch- 


; * wiſdom, 


an aſſembly. In this difficult ſituation he ſhines win 
peculiar luſtre, and exhibits the moſt ſtriking prooſs 
faithfulneſs, and zeal. rewe- 
contemplate the Chriſtian orator, addreſſing his noble 
auditors with graceful eloquence, with evident marks: 
of politeneſs and learning, yet with an artleſs ſimpli- 
city,. with a tender and affectionate concern for their 
everlaſting ſalvation. He aimed to recommend the- 
Goſpel, rather than bimſelf, to their favourable re-- 
gard. Agrippa being his principal hearer, to him. 
chiefly was this admirable ſpeech. directed. Li 
The Apoſtle, ſtretching forth his hand, that he: 
might engage attention by his reſpectful and earneſt 


manner, declared that he rejoiced . in the opportunity 


of entering on his own-vindication. before ſo compe- 
tent a judge, who was acquainted with the ſcriptures- 


and cuſtoms of-the Jews. Having requeſted a patient: 


audience, he proceeded to ſtate what he had once been. · 
20 4 Phariſee, and what hope he then poſſeſſed as a 
Chriſtian.. He alleged, that this hope towards God: 
through the Saviour, which was the ſubject of pro- 


miſe to the ancient fathers, and the pro expecta 


tion and deſire of all the Jewiſh tribes, had been the 
fole ground af his praſecution; He adverted to the- 


doctrine of a. reſurrection, and the ablurdity of re<- = 
Fecing it as incredible, and yet intimated that none 


could be more prejudiced agaiuſt that or any ohen 
truth, chan he had formerly been againſt the whole: 
{te of che Goſpel. He enlarged upon his erinfity- 
ad bitter oppoſition. to the Chriſtian name, and gave 


2 particular relation of that miraculous viſion,” in: 

which Jeſus had | | | 
rebellious ſpirit and commiſſioned him to go forth. 
| A 2 — 


from heaven, ſubdued his 


the Gentiles, as a preacher of the gta 


ries of redemption. He affirmed, that, for his obe- 
dience to that mandate, his: countrymen. were vio- 


ee, " SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. © 
ee and attempted his life. He. 
to God his Continued ſupport in the 
| - charge of his ſacred function to that day; and main- 
| tained that the prophets and Moſes predicted the 
death and reſurrection of the 8 by inſiſting 
upon which de had incurred ſo malicious: 2 proſecu- 
tion. 


St. Paul — bis own conver on, 
l 5 as A 1 v ut as 
eee e 
and therefore: he was. ready upon every occaſion to 
1 it to the notice of * e honour of 
bis Ark Saviour. And ſurely the account ſuffi- 
1 y juſtifies his own conduct. Do we not allow, 
Ne and wiſe part, in renounc- 
ing his former errors and becoming a ſtrenuous ad- 
_ - © _ vocate for Chriſt? But are we willing to follow his 
e, a8. ſar as the difference of our circumſtances 
_ - will permit? What means our commendation of this 
Wuftrious character, if we diſlike thoſe ſentiments, | 
| des, which conſtituted its chief | 


. The effect of the Apoſtle's addrefs upon two of | 
dis eipal hearers deſerves our Feſtus, 
_ conſidering the doctrines aſſerted as and ridi- 

culous, or enthufiaſtic jargon,” concluded that the | 

preacher, if an honeſt man, muſt certainly be de- 

ranged in his ſenſes, though he allowed him 3 | 

_ dit of being a ſcholar. He therefore interrupted the 
diſcourſe, nd cried; plows, & Paul, thou art be- 
fide thyſelf z much Jearning- doth make = . 
1 ſame objection has been often urged 


ouſly contend far Dahn. 
heiſtian ſyſtem. —— 
25 
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the Goſpel, they endeavour to caſt, an odium upon 


its advocates, and repreſent them, however they may | 


mean well, as weak or inſane, whofe faculties. have. 


been injured by deep 8 on certain intricate: . 


points. But is the deciſion of ſuch judges to be re- 
ceived ? Or ſhall we be ſtaggered by their inſinua- 
tions? Then we muſt turn away with diſguſt from 
all, who are of Paul's complexion, and conclude, 
that, when men come to their right minds by ſub-- 
mitting to the Saviour, and ſtrenuouſſy maintaining 


his cauſe, juſtly forfeit their reputation for un- 
i are no longer to be liſtened to. 


What a wretched infatuation is this! Let us not be 
deterred by ſuch invidious cenſures, but be willing to 
be „ fools for Chriſt's ſake *, and welcome the re- 
proach. * Ane 9 CLF 5G £1 £ 
The Apoſtle replied to the charge with great ener 


, 8), and with al} proper deference :- I am not” 
mad, moſt noble Feſtus, but ſpeak forth«the words f 


truth and ſoberneſs,” He then turned to Agrippa, 


and, by a maſterly and ſpirited addreſs, appealed to 

Y - him, as being convinced of the facts, which he bad- 
aſſerted, and their exact correſpondence with the an- 
cient predictions. As if he perceived the inward 


feelings of his royal auditor, and would extort a con- 
feſſion, he 'faid,.< King Agrippa, believeſt thou the. 
prophets? I know that thou believeſt. Indeed. 
Agrippa's mind a ed to be deeply impreſſed. He 
could not, like F deride or condemnu the preach- 
er, but, rather, was diſpoſed to become his convert. 

He doubted not of his integrity, aſſented to the doc- 


an entire compliance with the Goſpel. He replied, 
« Almoſt thou perſuadeſt me to be a Chriſtian,” ' 
Probably, he reſiſted the force of truth, through the- 
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trines delivered, and ſeemed om the point of yielding, 408 
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ſatisfy St. Paul. 
convictions, if oppo 
tion of the 9 and therefore he 2 
feng nor any of Sore prof 
them. tendereſt affection fas: al — him, 
his earneſt deſire, that they might tho - 
roughly enter into his views, and reſemble him, only 
not in the chains, he then wöre: he wiſhed 
them all the haj ut none of the painful trials, 
which he felt. 
34 not N but alſo all chat hear me this day, 
oſt and altogether ſuch as L am; ex. 


ie theſe bonds. This devout aſpiration clearly 


manifeſted his unbounded benevolence, bis full con- 


fidence of the goodneſs of his cauſe, and the bleſſed- 


neſs which he experienced in the midſt of ſufferings, 


He was not aſhamed of being the priſoner of the 


Lord,“ he envied not the king and governor their 
Pomp or power; he could not declare his beſt wiſhes 
for them in ſtronger terms, than by pray 


P AED | 

The Apoſtle was diſmiſſed : probebly, bis noble! 
auditors could bear no more. It was „ how-_ 
ever, among them, that he had not ſeived any. 


8 aud might have been releaſed, but that, 
2Rce of his own eee wall bo. 


"* to the deciſion of C 
And how, upon a ſerious review of this hiſtory, we 


not have been ſolicitous) — what think you of your 


own character? What of the Saviour whom he 
os ? Have you ſeriouſly y attended to the doctrines 
which he maintained? And | 


impreſſion have t 
odnced upon your minds ? 9 r upon the wh 
be, Py have been 4: Wha like Feſtus, 4 
3 | 


7 pr 
ght reſt in 


rie 


that they 


| would enquire of our not what” is your opi- 
nion of St. Paul, (reſpecting which he himſelf would 


[=] NO. G 5 


ber nn, ns © 
dem with contempt, as a viſionary ſyſtem, iuvolving 


only doubtful ſuperſtitious queſtions. But, if 
examine more minutely, and with more fired 


is capable of being defended by ſolid and unanfwer-/ 
able arguments, and. that folly is juſtly chargeable 
upon thoſe, who affect to fneer at what they cannot 
_ confute. . / ay 
If you allow the truth and exeellency of the Goſ- 
pel, we aſk again, Have you ang. oa complied 
with its demands? Ah! how many reſemble Agrippa, 


and are inclined to reſiſt or trifle with theit convic- 


tions! Vou grant, that to be a Chriſtian indeed, is a 
high and honourable diſtinction, which you profeſs a 
deſire of attaining, But you are obſtructed by ſuch 
difficulties, and aſſaulted by ſuch temptations, that you 
have not courage, for the preſent at leaſt, to attempt 
the arduous work, as thinking it impoſſible to ſuc- 
ceed. Or perhaps, you may be willing to yield only 
a partial ſubmiſſion, as far as may ſuit your conveni- 
. ence; and thus, with apparently good impreſſions - 
and reſolutions, you may remain deſtitute of the 
of religion, You are © almoſt perſuaded ;*” and here 
you reft, Will this ſatisfy your conſcjences ? Or an 
you ſeriouſly expect, in ſuch a ſtate, to inherit the 
promiſes of God? O my will you not conſent to ad- 
vance a little farther, be © altogether,” what you 
know you ought to be? There are thoſe, of a ſound 
underſtanding, and folid judgment, who can tell you 
of the bleſſedneſs, which they have found inthe 'fer- 
vice of Chriſt. They argue rightly, that it is not a 
vain illuſion of the fancy, but a delightful Rn FE 
which they are ſupported and Favs #1545 in ſev | 
* and diſtreſſes. With tender compaſſion and 
affectionate importunity, they preſs you to make the 
trial, that of their happineſs, O 
credit their teſtimony, and reject not your own 
mercies ! May He, who alone can "m_— the 


L 


* 


e diſcover, at leaſt, that Chriſtianity | 7 


„ . 
8 0 8 o , 
* 


61 - 


' Hinnan beart to himſelf, render the exhortation: 


*  ctffectua], and perſutde” you to embrace the Gofpet 

| without reſerve! May "a mighty influence” of his. 
enable you to break through all your difficul- 
nd make you not only almoſt, but 


8 . grace 
ties, 


* 
- * * 
* 7 0 
” © 
* 1 - (2? 4 - : * @ — 
* ” © + : 27 . E 
, 80 E 4 : 
* = * 
14 
1 7 
| > > ” * * \ 
* - 
a * 
= = * L 4 * 4 4 * n i 
'* J = ar : : U 
1 1 = 31 4 5 . * . * " ? \ 1 
#\ - 9 
= * * - - " - * _- * © 
8 : 4 = _ 
| 175 Ni ane | FL 4.0 
: 1 * 4 
N . 344 x, ; y 10 
1 * \ * 7 ” 4 7 W — : = £ 5 ; 7 z * 
5 4 Z N 1 p 2 * — - - \ v 
, 4 - 
: 0 # 
at — = - 
f - — 
* 2 1 | . 18 CT N 8 4 - 
Py 6 1 * 9 * 
— 4 „ = © o » d o - 1 
I 1 ce * 1 FE pd 6 : 
l os 
y * 
6 . © F : * 4 * 86 : _ . 
0 » & 6 ad . I » : f — ; 
| *- F : * FF 
= 4 " — * 4 , 
* 1 7 ” =_ 9 
1 1 
. A. 47 2 27 s £ 4 f - 4 
x 
7 
I Cc *« * e 4 by * 1 
* * * * 7.2 
L - 
a 4 = L 
% 1 PP +> , * 
EST | - 14 1 of * 
1 * 7x * Ss 4 F4 5 1 F 4 « 
! c j 
d - * — Coup * - 
y r F384 N 
= — — 
* # * — — * \ Enn : 8 ol ; = * 
” <a . * 1 4 . 
i g wv * . a" 
| * $ * 4 * ' 
, . 
, 4 bo b 
1 Ab. 
- 
[] * 7 . 
* P : 5 - : w 
Li ” - - 
m * 1 5 9 I 
* 
1 <<. ” * : 4 
2 = - - * * 


— 
o 
* 


— — 
— 


— — —— ſ — — 
— —— 
my 
Fs 
= 
I 
= 
* 
* 
1 
Py 
- — * 
* 
- 
* . 
_ 
— 
= 
— 
© * 


=== 


- 
a7 5 4 
\ 
- 
| 
= 


. - 
_ 
- 
" 4.4 OR 
= * = 
- = 
. - 
* 
10 
7 
O " 
— * * 
. - 
9 
95 4 4 
* 
* 


altogether 


——— — 


: 
[ 
P 
* 
, 
* 


, ; 141 
| 213 
- . - 49 
d ai? ee # f 
— i 
7 5 l þ * 
1 . e 1118 ier 1 
158 OA Et rei 
1 1 7 a | l 9 5 - 
>. »&# | 2 +35 - 


nc. 6. 4 | 


Plat, ent. as. 4 priſenes to Rome—e PN 
. 4 2 in prime e—ſhjipwrecked on the 


| ught e there, and 2557 
Vindugſi—proccadid to Rome — dwelt and 
his. own houſe under rr od OO 


laboured as er impriſoned, and 


Tub e of G e e be ful 
filled, however the ng which. they. refer, may 
ſeem to us e g hat we a difliculties, 


2 13 or obſtruct the divine counſel. 
ical application of this ac- 
Soeben 2 in our minds ſubmiſ- 


Freak pr rhe confidence, and: joy, throughout . 
our various changes and calamities; 7h in. depen. 
dence on the gracious declarations of God, we be- 
lieve that we. © ſhall not periſh, but have eternal 
life; we ſhall cheerfully expect the final conſumma- 11 
tion of our bliſs, whatever enemies may affaule us, 
4. ' beſet_ our path. We ſhall ſay, like the 
ey gory le, whom we are now contemplati | 
d ſhall deliver me from every ev i rock, 
we preſerve me to his heavenly kin : 


* | 
The he hiſtory will ſhew, that this ſtrong 2 

the divine faithfulneſs was not ene. d | 
us, 


then, take hold of the Covenant, e 


eſtabliſhed in Jeſus Chrift ; ſo ſhall i 2ll things work: 


together for . good, and wich lively * we may. 
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3 3; SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 
* caſt 1 our, cars upon Him, for he carcth for 


us* 
St. Paul had a pealed to Cefar a ainſt the malici. 
F the Jews. As 2 oman citizen, he 


juſt 


TRE. 


ous accuſations 
_ claimed the privilege of bringing his cauſe before the 
Emperor; for it Seele that juſtice was denied him at 
- the inferior tribunals, The preceding circumſtances,, 
| . led to this demand, were ſo ordered, through ' 
|, | the controlling inflitence of God, as to be the means. 
=... f fulfillin declaration, that the Apoſtle muſt 
witnels to the Golpel.; at Rome. e was c- 
| Hoy ſent thither as a \ priſoner, together with, 4 
= fone others in ſimilar *cixcumſtances, under the 5 
 _ - of Julius a Centurion 7. They went by ſea, and. 
| the voyage proved 2 diſtreſling and danger- | 
dus. Paul was accompanied by two Chriftian friends, 
FF Luke the beloved price Tris — hep eee 
_ exdonian, who 'chee partook of his 
and,” us mis faithful afſoeiates, afforded him 2 
_ conſolation 1. He was, alſo, treated with much 
*..- Kindneſs by the Roni officer; and therefore at 


| 
Sidon, where- called, he was permitted to viſit 
his pious pins, and 2 refreſhment. ö 
5 "there hore hanged their apy 1 afterwards E 
3 contrary 'w t with great dif- 

| REL 4 . Fur Fre ener s port in e - 

| rete,  * "4 
2 Ae Kat wk, be eo, he Apoſtle ads } * 
Ny 7 ris DARE baſes anagers of. the veſſel not to profecute the A 
| ore. winter, and 3 — rug of 1 
55 the extreme dat 5 a 
1 to kim by on. . 1 rel 
precaution not being y again — ſail, fur 


5 ſoon perceived their regarded, They were over- 
fake "by 4 violent ſtörm, i Hernan lay 
Fl ones 28. ber . f Ad, l. 1, Ge- 
en. f 24. $72 es 
diſtreſs, 


; b . | l 
F. PAUL: $4 1 5 


| difirels; even ſo 38 to be in conſtant erpectatsen un 


periſhing. For ſeveral days they ſaw neither ſun nor 
ſtars to guide them, and, of neceſſity, abandoned the 
ſhip to the winds and Waves. They caſt: overboard 
the articles of merchandiſe, with which- they were 
laden, and, what ſeemed far more N theie 
circumſtances, their very tackling : apprehend- 
ed that they themſelves, alſo, ſhould be cyerwhelmed 
in the 2 5 E 


* 


low, then, did it appear, that Paul was under'ths 


immediate care and protection of Heaven? Un- 
belief might have ſuggeſted, that the promiſe failed, 
and that God had forgotten to be gracious . But 
that ſeaſon of extremity rendered the divine i | 
fition, wo fayour of 2 e; the ren pi- 
cuous, and ſhewed to all the company the-peculiar 
excellence and worth of this priſoner. He ftood 
ſorth before them, and, while he blamed their con- 
tempt af his former advice, exhorted them to dif 
miſs their fears, on the ground of the Lord's 8 
declaration to him in the preceding we. ith 
firmneſs: and courage, he avowed, in the p 
of idolaters, his.relatio | 
God, affirming, His I am, and Him I ferve.”* 
He told them, how he had been aſſured by an An. 
gel; that he muſt certainly be arraigned at Ceſur s 


tribunal, and that, though they muſt ſuffer ſhipwrecks + 


the whole number of perſons with him, amounting 
to more than two hundred and ſeventy, ſhould be _ 


ſpared for his ſake. Thus, then, a peculiar honour © - 


was put upon the Lord's miniſter; and the 'careleſs 
navigators, ſurely, were conſtrained to attend to his 
religion. They could not but perceive, that he was 


fupported and comforted by a God, whom they knew”. 


not, and whom the winds and ſeas obeyed. They * 
ſaw him compoſed and cheerful, amidit the daſhing ' 


n and devotedneſs to the true 


þ. + 28 
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you 
Aſter thirteen days 'of perplexity and 
mariners ſuſpected about midnight, that they were ap- 

- Proaching+to ſome land, and were alarmed by the fear 


ig 7 but Paul prevented them, by dec 
mon, that. their continuance in the ſhip was neceſſary 


wich terrible fear. Who would not wich to 
- he ſame confidence of the divine favour? 
457: bebte vr manifeſt the advantage of true 

genuine piety. For this end the Lord afflicts his 
-, People, that they may 


on his word: this is wha 


1 
2%. 


of the waves, while they themſclves were oppreſſec 


« 


in them, when they can ſubmit, truſt, and rejoice, 


amidſt ſtorms and dempeſts, through a dependence: 


t others cannot attain; i- We 


aſt,” Can you of a truth declare, as' St. Paul, © His 


I am, and Him I ſerve Or, are you not aſhamed. 


$0*avow your attachment to him, in the preſence of 


his enemies? If you do indeed conſide in his mercy, . | 
his promiſe to you will be ſure: He will never 


_treave you nes forfake you.“ Though you may 
em to be toſſed about on a troubled ocean, e 
all ſeparate- you from his love, or prevent the ac- 
Sompliſhment of his pu in your behalf. Like 


the Apoſtle, « believe God, that it ſhall be even 28 


Fi Wis told. yon: you need not defife any better ſe- 
eurity for your hopes. You ſhould, alſo, feel com. 


paſſion, and offer many prayers, for thofe' around 
ich the ſame town or family, 338 not 
: pethaps, they will be ſpared for your ſakes. 

A Aare, the 


being daſhed to pieces upon rocks. They formed 
e ſcheme, therefore, of eſcapi ng in the ſmall boat; 


to the ſafety of the whole. Though aſſured that no 


1 - Tives could: be loft he thought it abfolutely requi- 
dle ts Binder weir fich * 


t: and, if we do not remem- 


+ her that the events, which God bath promiſed, de- 
pend upon the means, which he hath ordained, our 
mitch will lead us: to preſumptien. The boat was 


% 


1-2: 


| ove the tenderneſs of his 
regard and the power of his grace: He is glorified 


ing to the Centu- | 


2 rA S n 


1 Y 


| _ the light he expreſſed his confidence that all Mate - 
be preſefved, and encouraged them to take ford for, 


to dir 


| of the Goſpel? In like manner, He | 
ill events ſubſervient to the final deliverance 'of his. 

people: but in the mean ſeaſon He proves their fin- 

| eerity, by making them paſs through much tribulation. 


and; while they were e wits 


their refreſument, as their ſtrength was _ neatly en- 


Natel, He looked up 5 Gal, in thelr ee 


with deyout adoration of his goodneſs, for the bread. 


which. yet remained; he himſelf did eat, and they, 


were induced to follow his example. 


The day came on, and they er the 
were a hing to the ſhore. K th 


jenee of a current they were driven 


and by the force of the waves the was broken 
in pieces. All was confuſion. The foldiers, dread- 
* the eſcape of the priſoners, propoſed to diſpatch. 


z but, for the Apoſtle's fake, they. were ſpared. 
Var to confent to his death, the Centurion. 


ſafety; and thus, the whole company were 
by different means, and conyeyed to land. 
Do we not perceive the han@ of Sen 


| theſe various circumſtances, for the protection of we 


faithful ſervant, and with a view to the E 


We would encourage your expectation of a 


| Iſſue, if vou be truly reconciled to him by Jeſus. 


2 


vr. PAUE KK 75 37% | 


the es Porter ig | bz trough the io 


to prevent the ſcheme, and gave orders. on 
that all might be permitted to canſult_ their own. : 


Chriſt. Many and formidable dangers may ſeem to- 


obſtruct your path; but you'ſhalf Brel teach the 

promiĩſed inheritance. In your own apprehenſion, | 
Jou may eſcape with much difficulty, like. the ſhip- 
wrecked mariners before us, who were borne. to he 
. hore, & ſome on boards, and ſome on broken pieces 


of the ſhip : yet the Lord, whom ou. truſt, will 
bing you-t + TIE A , 


bo 
* " 
* 
- * 7 
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To " SCRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 
S The (catered. company. were again collected on 
the illand of Melita, where, in their diſtreſa, they 
| met with remarkable kindnels from the inhabitants 6. | 
Some circumſtances, there alſo, drew the general 
attention to St. Paul, and, perhaps, prepared the 
| Wu for a faveurable acceptance of the 
| i 


l. 


e was employed in aſſiſting to kindle a 


poled ! No ſooner are we delivered from one, than 


another ſucceeds ; nor is there a moment, in which 
Tas 6 vl 6 hatch oper Any trifling | 


as well as that which appears moſt formidable, 
prove deftruftive. -_ But the ſerpent could not 


"EK the Apoſtle, whom. the God of heaven was 
Engaged to protect: be ſhook, it into the fire, and 


It no harm. The natives beheld and wondered: 
y expected his immediate death from this poiſon- 


dus creature, and conſidered him as a. murderer, 


r 

ut, when w that no 

on eee oY 
A miraculous influence was tte by dhe Apoſ- 

te, not for bimſelf-alone, but for the relick of others. 


| Publius, a, principal rſon,. probably the vernor 
5 r 5 the ſhipwrecked com u 

wth ingula hoſ A and he was well repaid for 
| bis kj is father 19%, agg; eee 


diſeaſe, we threatened. his Paul prayed 
him, and * reſtored his elk Different 
cures were alſo. wrought upon various inhabitants, 


2 who were hare 3h diſpoſed to revere this. man. of 
God, and to provide A 


ee 


e had been p eſeryed from the eee 

1, pe and the rage of the ſea : and nom the venomous 

5 ite of a little animal was thought likely to be fatal. p 
M what is our lifef To how many dangers ex- 


” © o 
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every 
"Re 
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; | ar 34+; rA, oh gehen "Ma 
* . for they AIG er 


oyape, after a continuance of three months. 
Boobddes, he d the opportunity of recommending 
the Saviour to their notice and acceptance, and of 
improving the time of his abode amongſt them for. 
the moſt valuable purpoſes Such. was. his - fervent 
_ zeal, that he could not i his 1 17 7 — — 
ing dhe rich merey of God in Jeſus erhaps, 
then, "the ſhipwreck proyed the happy means of .heal- 
ing many fouls as well as bodies * theſe KLINE | 
iflanders, and thus extending (alration to them wha 
were ready to 2 | 
At length the company def reed from the place, 
and, after dd g at Spratuſs and Rhegium, 


to Puteoli, Where at the 147 queſt of N — 
fans, Paul and his friends obtained perm 


remain à week. /Afterwards he bbc las 
towards Rome. The account of his para, had 
reached that famous city; and in ſuch eſtimation 
was he there held among them who had embraced the 
faith, that 2 wert dut to meet bim, ſome to the 


, 

. 

„ diſtanceCof fifty; others of more thirty ile, 
. aud conducte im on the road; . 2 * 

5 WR Their kind attendance in ſuch Tischen daes 1. ; 
forded him peculiar pleaſure: it excited gratitude to 

God, and inſpired him with freſh life and vigour. 
Perhaps he began to droop : but, When he ſaw the 
dear brethren, to whom he had written his inva» 


lnable Epiftle a few years befofe, and over 5 by 
he had rejoiced as fellow-heirs, be was cheered 

animated,” He thanked God, and took courage. 
Then he was willing, that Nero fhould do his worſt: 
he ſhrunk not from danger or death, when he per- 
ceived ſome of the lotolis effects of divine grace 
among the inhabitants of Rome; and he gave vent 
to the nobleſt affections, while he: felt a — at- 
tachment to theſe followers: of his Lord, and be 
80 emotions of delight i in their ſociety, We 


_ aſk, 
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know any thing of < the communion of faines?” 


| A te a e d appineſs,' hich you have 
_  - oxperienced? Do you ue the brotherhood,” or 


Would he very ihe of them. e your hears I 


when oppreſſed” with trouble? We-pity you, as 
rangers to the moſt exquiſite ſenſibility, if you have 


vo taſted tho ſweetneſs of Chriſtian friendſhip, . But, 


if | you 'enſoy thiat ineltimable pri rivilege, . we exhort 
| ou'to improve it for mutual edi 
Value your 15 7 80 of D with pious 
Men, and, 
. deavour. to Mafiirs each other with a 
' though you are travelling together, as Paul and his 


Go e to moet 2 N and malignant 


6 11? 


oa came to hooks” the. priſoners were 


J to the proper officer; but the Apoſtle, be- 
ing ſeparated from the reſt by peculiar favour, was 
permitted to dwell in an habitation of his own, under 
-the cuſtody of a ſoldier, to whom, probably, he was 
chained, © In this new 15 ituation, be ſhewyed the — 
| TEASE 
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. he ſent far princt ons among ws 
who reſided there, - and Le to chem the true 


LIE cauſe of his impriſonment. He affured them, that 


he was brought into thoſe e % not for any 
real offence committed, but only for maintaining 
_ «the hope of Iſrael,” and publiſhing that ſalvation, 
which hag been promiſed to this people, and was 


ITE, for them by their long expefted Ve- 


had nothing to allege ein reply, except the 
general prejudice, which has always been urged as an 


| gh eQion to the religion of Jeſus, when its powerful 


uence appears; * 'This ſect is every where ſpo- 
ben againſt. Many defired to hear his account of 


together 
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| doubted not of a favourable reception. 
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Together he continued to expound and prove 


was different upon different: 


tries of the Goſpel from their own ſcriptures, and - G 
| _—_— them to accept the Savon. 
The | 


perſons ; 


ſome of them embracing the faith, but others reject- is 


ing it with contempt. While they contended 


themſelves, .; the | Apoſtle diſmiſſed them with that 
prophetic admonition, which was once delivered to! 


their fathers, denouncing a judicial blindneſs 
duracy of heart, as a puniſhment for ſlighted 


offer of ſalyation, he ſhould turn to the Gen 


and ob- 
mercy ® 


He then declared, that, having propoſed to them the 


4 F 


In this ſtate of confinement St. Paul remained two 
; his cauſe being neglected or deferred by de 


13 But, even there, he obtained 


peculiar 


indulgence, and was eminently honoured as an in- 

ſtrument of extenſive good. Though a priſoner, he 

net with no interruption: his. labours were more 
ivate and contracted than before, but they were 

unceaſing, - All, who choſe, had free acceſs to him 

for inſtruction; and he continued, without fear or | 

reſtraint, do exhibit . the glorious character of te 


Redeemer, and inculcate a cordial ſubmiſſion to the 


government of his grace. Yet wiſe and earneſt as 
his exhortations were, we wonder not that 8 
were deſpiſed by many, on account of the ignominious 
ſituation of the preacher. Whilſt: he appeared as a 
criminal, chained by the hand to a common ſoldier, | 
there muſt have been a ſtrong prejudice againſt him, 
and a conſiderable difficulty in believing, - that he was! 

ſo diſtinguiſhed a meſſenger of Heaven, appointed tao 
declare the way of ſalvation, _But ſome were diſ- 
poſed by a divine influence to look beyond the mean— 
neſs of his external circumſtances, and to receive his 
word with reverence and obedience, as the word f 
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: ,. from all thoſe carnal regards and common 


ons, 
RO 2 
—— thas 


laboùrs at Rome were attended with — ſuc- 
ceſs; There had been indeed, for ſome 4 


[/.-  Tociety of Chriſtians in chat place, whoſe © fai 

2 1 . te 
| me more in r-principles, and 
- aw their numbers increaſe.” The Lord God can make 


* his cauſe and his people to proſper under the heavieſt | 


and notwithſtanding the moſt violent oppo- 


WG. 12 e might have thought, while the Apoſtle 
7 was a priſoner for the Goſpel's-fake, that men would | 


have been afraid or aſhamed to proſeſs any attach- 
ment to him or his doctrines. But the contrary ef- 
_ fe appeared; and it has wonderfully diſplayed the 
band of God. Many of the brethren, waxing con- 
* fdent by his bonds, 


had been a diſhoneſt ſervant of Philemon; heard the 
cher in his confinement, and thence became © a 


Goſpel found admiſſion, where we ſhould have ima: 


That profane prince hated and perfected 
this new religion: but of his attendants or do- 
meſtics were led to examine and embrace it, in con- 
ſequence. of the impriſonment of its moſt ſtrenuous 
advocate, and proved an honour to their profeſſion . 

- How myſterious are the waye of God} He ac- 


| compliſhes his purpoſes ſuch means, as we ſhould 
me een Wil ſituation could be more 


, + Phil, 3 14. en. 20. Col.iv. 3 
| N eee Lamrand Pos 


n g's | Ny, unfavourable 


e O bo great is the mercy, hy 
unit the mind for a fair examina- 1 


were much more bold to ſpeak | 
the word without fear +.” Freſh: converts were 
allded to the church. Onefimus, who, it ſhould ſeem, 


Presa | 
faithful and beloved brother f. ben, alſo, the 
| nf it impoſſible to ſucceed, even in the court of 
ero. 


e 
n 
It 


„ 


Tube various ſocieties of Chriſtians i die bend pes | 
| and even 1 this very day have reaped-great —— 
tage from the bonds of St. ; 
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ſhall let it ? An Apaſtle is ſent. 8 
criminal accuſations, and pleads his cauſe before 


Ceſar, in order that ſome of „ 


and be converted. The dark diſpenſatiom was big 
with meroy. The events, which we ſhould have 
lamented; as moſt deplorable, were deſigned to con- 


fire and propagate the Geßßel. Let us cheerfully 
leave the 2 of the Oe: the Lord's hands. 
He reigneth: and He beſt knows what is moſt ex · 


ient for his own glory. 


Paul. Had he not been 
2 priſoner,” he might not have Written ſo large a 
portion of the ſacred volume. Some of the rich 
fruits of his confinement, we perceive in thoſe ex - 
cellent Epiſtles which are addreſſed to the Epheſians, 


Philippians, Coloſſians, and Hebrews: and we praiſe 


God, that the leiſure, afforded him at Rome, was 


employed for our profit. It appears from. thoſe ani - 
mated and inſpired compoſitions, that he rejoiced i in 


his ſufferings, and was fo far carried above the fear f 
death, as to exult in the proſpect 1. It has been 
_ ht, that he then felt, more than ever, the bleſſ- 

neſs of his own principles, and enjoyed a. peculiar 
elevation of ſaul. O let us not ink from afflic- 
tions ! They may be deſigned to confirm and in- 


creaſe our experience of the power and.comforts of 


true religion. 


The diftteſes-of the Apoſtle: gave occalion or 


' ſome kind and hiberal exertions among his friends. 


He received ſeaſonable ſupplies for his ſupport from 
the Chriſtians at Philipp, by that honouied meſſen- 
5 Epaphroditus, (who miniſtered to his wants 4. 


e is coumenden, for Wenag ele 


Jia · xii, x. + Ca. Phil . pL ag 1. 125 


we are ready to aſk, Where were the Chriſtians, 
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| Feltclhed dim, and not being aſhamed of bis chain ee 


But he met with trials more painful than the fury 
of his avowed enemies, from the perfidy of falſe pro- 


= Feſſors, and the unſteadineſs of certain ſincere be- 


levers. All they, ſays he, vhich are in Aſa, 
are turned away 


conceptions of his conduct, as to ſhew a ſtrange 
Aliiſaffectlon- Nay, he declares, that, when he was 
brought before Nero © at his firſt (anſwer, no man 
ſtood with him ; but all men ſorſook him 1. Such 
a general deſertion was beyond meaſute afflictive. 


whom he celebrated in his Epiſtle? Where the 
Drethren, who travelled _ fifty miles to meet him? 
Or why this change of diſpoſition? Ho forcibly 
does this teach us, that “ it is better to truſt i in the 
Lord, than to put confidence in man '“ Yet let 
us beware of drawing raſh concluſtons, or condemn- 
all thoſe as hypocrites, who may betray an oc+ 
nal weakneſs and timidity: for ſo did our great 
reformer Archbiſhop Cranmer; ſo did the Apoſtle 


. Peter,” Perbaps the very perſons, who behaved in 


s diſgraceful manner at Rome, w afterwards 
„ to give deciſive proofs of ins 
_ eegrity; fortitude, and zeal. 

„At the end of two years, be. Paul, Sata 
2 before the Emperor, was honourably 


<auſc-it was deſigned, that the life of this faithful 


EDS for the benefit of the Church. Hear his own ac- 

| count: The Lord ſtood with me, and firengthened | 
A me; hn 67 eee wares canker 
4a. a6.” 
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_, * friends were ſo inſuenced by ſelſiſh regards or miſ- 


guitted, and reſtored to his liberty. That 
_ cruel ard haoghty Here le 
the priſoner: ero's fury was reſtrained; be- 


| Soballador for, Chriſt hould be ſpared a. little longet 
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and that all the Gentiles might hear : and Las delivered 


out of the mouth of the lion *. O be encouraged. 


to perſevere with a holy fervour and intrepidity, if 


you ſerve the Lord Chriſt! Your: divine Maſter 
will ſurely protect you againſt all the machinations 
of your opponents, and ſupport you in your place, 
till the work afligned you be complete. 

After his. releaſe, the Apoſtle travelled as before, 
and continued with his uſual aſſiduity to propagate 
the Goſpel two or three years. During that time he 
made a journey to Spain, ſome have thought to France 


alſo, and, poſſibly, to this Iſland f. Perhaps, he took 


another cireuit among the Aſiatic churches, eſta- 


bliſhed ſome Chriſtian. ſocieties. in Crete, which he 
committed to the care of Titus, and again viſited 
the Philippians, as he had intimated, © for their fur - 


therance and joy of faith f.“ This, at leaſt, is 


evident, that he was not athamed or weary of the 
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ſervice, in which he had embarked, and that he 
ceaſed not from his. labours of love, till he put off 
his earthly tabernacle. He teturned to Rome, with- | 
the view, probably, of confirming bis former teſti. 
mony in that city, and, on ſome. pretence or. other, 


was once more caſt into priſon. . St. Chryſoſtom 


relates, that, a concubine of Nero being converted 
by means of the Apoſtle, the tyrant was exaſperated, 
commanded. him to be taken into cuſtody, and ſoon 
afterwards nut him to death. „ 

In that laſt confinement he | his ſecond Epiſ- 
tle d Timothy, under the expectation of ſuffering; 
and therefore it contains his moſt deliberate ſenti- 
ments and ſolemn views of eternity. It appears, that 


be did not repent of his exertions in the ſervice of 


his Lord, fluctuate in his opinions, or ſtagger in his 
hopes. It ſhould ſeem, from his own ſoſemn de- 


* 
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Titus 1. 5+ Philem. a3. xili. 23. F3J 


383 | * elarati ions 15 


. 
* * 


8 
* Y 
A? ; 
» 
—— - | 


| 3 


an the faith, and -exulted in his own pröſpects of 
heaven. How animated are his expreffions! I! 
am not aſhamed; for I know whom I have believed, 


* 


- 


© and am perſuaded that he is able to keep that which 


I have committed unto him againſt that day s.?“ 


Aan now ready to be offered, and the time of my 


| 8 is at hand. I have fought” a good fight, 


ave finiſhed. my courſe, I bave kept the faith. 
Henceforth there is laid up for me à crown of righte- 


give me at that day: and not to me unto 
all them alſo that love his appearing f.. The know- 
ledge and the Jove of Chriſt will enable us likewiſe 
to Peak the ſame language, and inſpire us with con- 


fidence aud joy, though we ſhould ſee death approach- 


ing in the moſt tremendous forms. Ah! how few 
have felt the full influence of the Goſpel, or attained 


its exalted privil es! This may teach us to ac- 


count for our floth and cowardice. While we are 
ſtrangers to the grace of Jeſus,” it is no wonder that 
we decline every arduous ſervice, and tremble at the 

timations of our diſſolution. 9 | 


ESt. Paul clofed his life in the moſt honourable 


ND. anner, and ſealed with his blood the doc- 
trines, which he had long fo zealouſly main- 


* tained, He ſuffered about the ſame time as St. 
Peter, but not by crucifixion :* being a'Roman citi- | 
ren he was beheaded. It is ſurpriſing, not that he 


vas cut off by the hand of violence at laſt, but That 
ſo firm an advocate for the Goſpel ſhould be ſpared 


ſo long, in the midſt of powerful and malignant op- 


ſers. How eminent his character appear 
ow valuable his labours]! How glorious his death! 


Do we not conſider his crown of martyrdom, as 


an enviable diſtinction? Let us fight the good 


® 2 Tim. i. 12 ++ iv. 83. 


Let 


"ſtripes ſave one. Thrice was I beaten, with rods, 


R - - 
an 


fight of faith Z and we alſo ſhall conquer, 'as he did, 


when taking leave of the world. n 
He. was exalted above others by his wiſdom, zealy 
and ſucceſs ; by gifts, viſions, and revelations of the 


Lord. * He was caught up into paradiſe, - and heard 


unſpeakable words . He © was not a whit be» 


| hind the very chiefeſt Apoſtles f: nay, he © la» 


boured more abundantly than they all t, and, pro- 


| bably polleſſed gaculiar powers and authority in his 


high fun Bat, notwithſtanding his honoura- 
ble privileg his ſufferings were extreme: and even 


in theſe he ſeemed more eſpecially to exult. Let us 


hear his own account: We are troubled on every 


fide,—perplexed, —perſecuted, —caft down, — always 


bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord 


Jeſus H:“ © in all things approving ourſelves as the 


miniſters of God, in much patience, in afflictions, 


in neceſſities, in diſtreſſes, in ſtripes, in impriſon- 


ments, in tumults, in labours, in watchings, in faſt- 
ings 4.” - © Of the Jews five times received I forty 


once was I ſtoned, thrice I ſuffered ſhipwrect;. a 
night and a day I have been in the deep: in jour- 


neyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of rob 
bers, 2 perils by mine own cpuntrymen, in perils by 
the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the 


wilderneſs, in perils in the ſea, in perils: among falſe 
brethren ; in wearineſs and painfulneſs, in 3 


often, in hunger and thirſt, in faſtings often, in cold 


and nakedneſs. Beſides thoſe things that are with - 


out, that which cometh upon me daily, the care of 5 


all the churches **.”” 


He bad one particular trial, of which N clear ac- 1 
count is not given us. He calls “ it a thorn in the. 
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ſeemed likely to obftruct his 


my age that the of Chriſt may reſt 


s "man 1 


fleſh e 3% which implies that it was: ſomething *Y 
painful to his mind, as (any ſharp or pointed ru 


ment, continually piercing him, would be to his 
body. Some ſuppoſe ir to have been a deformed ap- 


pearance, or difficulty of elocution, with which his 
enemies upbraided him, and he himſelf was diſtreſſed, 


As it rendered his preaching leſs acceptable. The 
; objection was urged; © His bodily , preſence i$ 


and his ſpeech con 8 As this 
dels, it excited the 

keener anguiſh. His ſpiritual adverſary foot the ad- 

vantage, and made it the ground of a ſevere tempta- 

tion; it Was, therefore, & the meſſenger of Satan to 

buffet kim. Yet God permitted it for his 

and deſigned it to prevent or counteract 


effect, which his eminence in the Church might pro- 


duce upon his mind; © left he ſhould be erxalted 
above, meaſure through the abundance of his revela- 
tions.“ In this, however, as in other trials, he 
ſought relief from heaven. He prayed with peculiar 
importunity, and opined that remarkable aſſurance 
Tom the Saviour, © My grace is ſufficient for thee: 
for my ſtrength is made perfect in yeaknefs.” Then 
bis fears were diſperſed ; and, perceiving a peculiar 
ſuitableneſs and mercy in the tment, he de- 
clared, „ Moſt gladly therefore will I rather glory in 


The example is highly — it 
ews 8 the nature, neceffity, and ſalutary tendency 


of thoſe calamities and temptations, by which ad- 


vanced believers are frequently opptelies); but it like- 


wife teaches us, with what temper of mind we ſhould 
2 and what ſtrong ſupport and conſolation we 


may expect, if we conßde in the Redeemer. 


After all, the moſt diſtinguiſhing lineaments in 
| * Apofiie's character were an N le- 
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tionate attachment to his Lord, an extenſive and 


generous benevolence to men, and an ardent defire 
to fave their ſouls, whatever dangers he himſelf might 
ſuſtain. The warmeſt. profeſſions ſermod too weak to- 
expreſs the fervour of his heart. What words are 
thoſe? „ The Jove of Chriſt conſtraineth us “. 
4 will very g gladly ſpend and be ſpent for 7 
be 


thou Hough the more ed I love yo * leſs 


4.“ «Yea, and if I be upon the ſa- 
erifice and ſervice of Nu JP 1 Joy. N 


| with-you auf. 


We are aware, that even a 4iſtarie As 


ere of the pattern here exhibited would now 


de at, as the ſure mark of madaets and en 
es hugh] | But the fear of ſuch reproach ought not 

5 or : It will be an honourable badge, in which 
W alas ! are dan 


w ae has been 10 
Ani By it WS us any thing,” 8 


Par ig of Le Pee if we perſiſt in 


dimmilar and op- 

rey "Nb: Bag ſhall thereby betray, more evi 

ently, our own baſeneſs, and efſure our final con- 
demnation. But, if with frhcerity of heart we deſire 

aud endeavour” to fold Sk. Paul, ax he followed 


_ Chriſt,” is: may triumph in the hope of being where 


be is, and jofning the glorious company of thoſt 
who are endete God from the earth, 14h 
INES his Noe math for ever. F | 
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| cee, a Reman Comtarion=bis Avis and libera- 
> ouraged by an Angel, and directed to ſend for 


1 
8. Pter——received the Apoſtle, defered | bis inftruc- 
tions, and during his. addreſi was. endued with the 


* _ Freddy reve requeſied Peter's, continu- 
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TP. E abing of the Gentiles and their adn 
into the Chriſtian Church is an event of great im- 
portanct in eccleſiaſtical hiſtory; and 1 iſtinct ac- 
count is given us of the Nr which that gracious 
diſpenſation was introduced be he Apoſtles bad been 
charged to teach all nations, and receive by baptiſm 
. thoſe, who ſhould profeſs the faith *; but ſo partial 
were their views, 0 bigotted their minds in favour of 
the Jews, that a particular revelation ſeemed neceſſary 


to explain to them the extent of their 0 


mw diſpoſe them to accept the Gentiles as fellow heirs, 
At lengtb, the divine will being manifeſted in ſuch a 
| manner as to exclude all doubt, the partition wall was 
broken down: thoſe; who had been © aliens from the 
commonwealth of Iſrael,“ were taken into the Church 
of Chriſt, and admitted to its full privileges. 
Cornelius, a N m was elected from 
= 5 world, as the firſt inſtance of this diſtin- 
mercy, and, by the expreſs appointment of 


i u h 25. later | 
SEE | We 
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tion. With his convictions and impre 


tendency to real, ſpiritual celigion, its beginning, as 
well as its continuance, pr reſs, and perfection ir 
© the ſoul, muſt, be aſcribed to Him; * for it is God 
which worketh in you both to will and to do, of his 


2 in different perſons. 
change 1s produced z. their darkneſs is almoſt inſtantly 1 


— 


* * 
-_ 


this honourable preference, ſince God diſtri- 


been led, perhaps in a gradual manner, to ſeek recon- 


 ciliatian with God; and therefore, 2 ignorant of 
the particular diſpenſation, revealed in t 0 
— a previous preparation of a ga] its recep- 


ns, he could- 
not but be ready to accept the falyation of Chriſt, 
when fairly propoſed. 1 THY . #47335 SEE 25 
In all caſes converſion is effected by the ageney of 


God, 4 from whom all holy defires, all gos cove | 


ſels, and all juſt works do proceed. The very fir 


eaſure 4. But the n | 8 of his ace a > 
n . W Ge LEP 


diſperſed ;.hope and comfort break in upon them; and 


they ſoon attaĩn a clear, and deciſive evidence of their” 
na acceptance, - But others diſcover a gradual alteration, 
and, though ſeriguſly.difpoſed; and truly devoted to. 
| God, remain in much iguorance and perglexity. It 
may be difficult, for ſome time, to pronounce con- 
doerning their ſtate: yet of this we are aſſured, that 
the ſeed of God, implanted.in the foul, * incorruptible,, 
and will ſpring up to everlaſting li 


t. Whatever. 
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| rene op Sable ib the reaſon, for. which hes 

obtain 

butes his favours 38 He pleaſes; but ſuch was his- 

amiable character before his extraordinary call, that 

he ſeemed lefs likely than many others to excite tbhle 

prejudices of the Jews. He was a man of integrit7 

| ind ſerioulneks under the guidance and renewing in- 
fluence of the Holy Ghoſt : his views were dark, but 
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olpel, he 


® Second Collect at Evening prayer. 4 Phil F 
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schi runt EHARACTERS, 


22 or obſtruRions chere may nee iſſue will | 
fe and glorious, | 

Corndliux as being uncircumciſed qd « e 

5 "Was the coyenants of promiſe,” was deemed unclean 
| A: the Jews 3 ; | 4) as we have ſuggeſted, he had been 
| og F pes impreſſions, and delivered from 

liſh and Leue practices of idolatry. Though 

* ax * ſoldier, he did not worſhip the gods of bis 
country; but, in conſequence, probably, of his reſi- 
dence in Judez, he had become acquainted with the 
ſcriptures of the Old Teſtament, and was led to re- 
a N God of Iſrael. Even then, he is ſaid to have 
been © a devout man, and one that feared God with 
all his houſe. Being ſincerely deſirous to know and 
dei the will Nr. he was Aridtly attentive to the 
fas of re igion, as far as his information carried 
im; and, feeling a oh yes 332 the ep of 
-bis domettics, * engaged them in e holy ex- 
- , Erciſes with himſelf,” He diſcovered, alſo, a W. 
diſpoſition in relieving the diſtreſſes of the poor, at 
well as a peculiar fervour of mind towards God by 
the conſtancy of his prayers. . His benevolence and 
ety were beautifully Fee ded; and they added a 

| hay At: each other, "How relle and oy the 

Jars er! 

Fi e da one abe the Obriftial Faith, we 
eceived gehe light, and are laid under ſtronger . 
igations 3 but do we ſurpaſs or even imitate the pat- 

tern here exhibited? Are we impreſſed with an awful 
ſenſe of the majeſty of God, and an earneſt deſire to 

Pleaſe him? Do we enforce the principles of religion 

n our reſpective habitations, and endeavour to com- 


-  Municate the knowledge, which we have attained, to 


"thoſe who are immediately ſubject to our influence ? 


5 Do we direct and accompany them to the throne of 


| ce? Ah! how many families never aſſociate toge- 
25 this to own their dependence upon God, in their do- 
meſtic capacity! And is not the neglect diſgraceful to 


the ofeſtion of the G * 
profe oſpel "+" bbw, 
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| of, les, | ſe aſk,. then, 
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rtion of regard. While ou ſhew a ney oe 
Rietze for Bhi 3-0 N 

you xn ready," to relieve their bodily gectſlities, "rot 
piety cannot conſiſt with covetouſnels. I there 4 
_ any pretenders to devotiony who * ſhot up their bo 

els- of N aſſion,'” they will be condemned by 


. Let, on the other hand, the moſt liberal c 
tributions, to the poor will not . the want 


ms to the _peopl e„ what are you iv 
- not his claims denied 4: wende Do you- 
"pray alway,” or ſeize upon every opportunity to- 


0 pour out your heart before him?“ You plead plead, 1. | 


or n merods enga ement*, the 1 
8 ulkias of © your f1 bet, As If if they 1 5 


e - of. ee duties, iinpoble. 11 
re 


4 
Wel refer Vow bo Cornelius,” who, the 


Þldiex, in the Bane 8 oct 25 and connections ex- 


N unfavourable to e thing of @ ſerious ten- 
dene, yet ge courſe of ſolid aud —— 72 
gay. Four n negl 125 ariſes, not ſo much from want 

tunity, 2332, ſecret averlion to the feryice of. 1 


b fore you, are Soba Oy 


as; been made by ſome, who deny the nece 


1 religion, is e It i is argued, that men- 
the light-o of 1. 05 142 their own, moral powers 
te 


A nor atze. But this is a coneluſio 
lat 5208 th ere hiſtory does. not warrant, 'Corne 


in the priocipe of the Jews, and indebted to the f 
Ted ee Le all his knowledge of og true G 
t he right, and 0odnels 
ae cis go | 


ore , EYENELIUS, 1 > of | 
; us attention ſhould be paid to different u- 

5 A all may pole their proper place and 
s of others, convince them tat 


:ornelius, * befote he knew the G 650 Ws” 


45 Improper vis of the excchen chatacter before 
5 Revelation” on the abſurd idea that what 8 4 


as to Want no- a be 


bably, as We 1 25 — intimated, "was 1 0 


give much. | 
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1 couſpcuous, But the whole account thews, th 


ighteouſneſs 45 N he was taught to ſeek 
min of his fin the. diſpentaiion of the Gol. 
Ws aſcribe e is Ne EY with God to Chriſt 
F er ſurely, ought not to be appedled to 


y thoſe, MBA 1 fer alde the mediation of he Son 


74 N luence of divine grace, Cornelius 
* 1 been ! to ſeek. Ye Lord ith unfeigned fin. 
KN. . and . of heart: ah ge of ſach 
8 a en i an 1 A 


8 7 ignorance, ** caſe up. 2th e. or other 


8 Tas He bath implanted, are pleaſing to d "oh | 


ART 1009 wth umpedinenth, They 

Hy di pointed. 
ons certain day, while the pious. Centirian! wi 
(4 waiting before God with 9 9 in = 

1525 1 and prayer, an Angel appeared to 

vou Hnotice Hanes Cornelius be 

treble, upon ſeeing the bright form ſtaud before 
we 84 himſelf ee by 2515 "hy be 


9000 


* ial meſſenger, however, encou 


e the doctrine of human merit. , We allow, that 
25 furniſhes 2 powerful inducement. to abound” in 
works. of piety and mercy, and we would N 
ne e of them by every ſcriptural argument, 

ey are done from truly ſpiritual motives, 210 
hall not be forgotten before Ged. But the) w 
dot entitle us to the felicities of beayen, or procu! 


3 ol our FD l an egregious ri 
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rance, and conlidered as a decided mark of his finte- 


iis circumſtance has beeh thought to n 
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vation. 'That bonour was reſerved: ſor 

one of our fallen race. be Lord has not ig 

mitted che r roodeth e e be, 

Tits, Who, as they are riot ſubject to dur temptations = N my 1 

and-infirmities, . could not „ 

proper orgs bow compatton.  *But it is/intruſted to 

then, who Oe in need of pardoning nd Ha 

. any of their hearers, and are 

qualified + tb oaks into their caſes. with 5 Ft: 

Ie themſelves to their 
| however, who would 

bur with. any gbd effect, ſhould be truly ac 

quainted with 5A, and be able to teſtify bis power 

w mercy from wide ug own experience. inte 155 9 
robably, deliver the declarations! of the | 

6354 n pus indifference, as' if they were | 

not to be depe Sade on, er were of us importance. 

But, being e 5 all ſpiritual bleſfings in 

Chriſt Jeſus, they will, with a peculiar fervour, com- 
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mandate. Having cal 


In the mean time, ſuch was the meek 


tions, to the eden end 


on: ers, 
r d.is de 


iſh, even 7 2 weak 
a purpoſes. 
pointed — 


to pr e 0 ee in his ha wg repentance, rs 0 
— and joy, through the influence of go, irt 
Let us learn to yenerate the function, which 

ſo highly honoured, and expect from it Ns nl LY 
advantages, while wer read, that an Angal, 
the-Centution to w/e o de taught, the 


falvation f 2 730-240 1 8 221 
-1-Cornelius-intanly. poopie, with, prin 
ſome of his pious ONS 
{for ſuch he had ä his ſervice) he.related't 
8 ws + 2. ſent them t mite t. 
Apoſtte to his 0 prejudiced was eter an, 
the uncircumciſed Gentſtes, that he wt, 1 - re- 
d prepared his 


 mnind, and overcame; his objections in 
2s to furniſh a; ſufficient vindication 
even before others. He ſaw in a trance aculous 
and emblematical repreſentation, by a Arn 
that the ceremonial diſtindtions of cl. e 
wetz deſigned] to-be aboliſhed, and. that he, 55 
to retain any exceptions ny 33 pun 
pleaſed to receive and; ſancti 7 | This, occurred 
before the meflcngers/arrived; and he was then 


by an immediate impulſe of the Spirit, £0/AC- 
company them without heſitation, |_, | 10055 


8 
exchable 
diſpoſition of the Centurion, and his earn deſire to 
know the way of God more , that be waited 
with much anxicty for the coming of his illuſtrious 
teacher. He had alſo collected his Arft dn jet 
mate acquaintance, (with whom, it ib Ke) ae 

improved his W purpoſes) 44 

mige 


i! 
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by 


© - » CORNELIUS. ., 399 
might ſhare the bleſſing of Peter's inſtructions. This 
circumſtance reminds us of what we owe to our near 
connections in life. We profeſs affection, and a 
dineſs to ſerve them; but how ſhould our friend- 
ſhip appear? Should we not be moſt ſolicitous to 
omote their ſpiritual and everlaſting welfare? 
For that end, we ſhould endeavour to bring them 
under the miniſtry. of the Goſpel, if we know its va- 
lue,. and expect any advantage from it for ourſelves. 
But, while we feel no ſuch concern, and ſay as Cain, 
4 Am I my brother's keeper ? we prove that we are 
deſtitute of true benevolence, and ignorant of the un- 
ſpeakable worth of ſalvation. J | 3 
Upon the Apoſtle's entering the houſe, Cornelius 
et him, and by the loweſt proſtration teſtiſied his 
reverence for the perſon, who came with an expreſs 
commiſſion to declare the counſel of God. Peter, 
| however, refuſed the homage, as unſuitable to a mere 
human being, and then, enquired. for what purpoſes 
they had requeſted his attendance... 'The Centurion, _ 
in reply, related with great ſimplicity the directions 
he had received from heaven, adding, Now there - 
fore are we all here preſent before God, to hear all 
things that are commanded. thee of God“ 
# How folemn the occaſion! And how amiable the 
diſpoſition of the pious ſoldier ! He conſidered himſelf 
in the preſence of God, and felt an earneſt deſire to 
know and do his will, while he ſtood. as an humble 
ſcholar to liſten to the inſtructions of the inſpired 
preacher. How much more promiſing would ap- 
pearances be among ourſelyes, if all our congrega- 
tions, aſſembled for public worſhip, poſſeſſed the ſame 
temper, when the miniſters of Chriſt ſtand. forth to 
declare the truth ! Is it not allowed to be our bounden 
duty, to yield an unfeigned regard and unreſerved 
ſubſection to the revealed word of God, however op- 
ye it may be to e 2 woah ! with 
What contemptuous indifference do many fit in qu 
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"churches ! With what pride and petulance do ſome 
tavil at every doctrine, Lies ſuits not their precon- 
ceived ſyſtems! With what 2 rebellions obſtinacy de 
others re they e thoſe holy precepts, which require their 
. "8 5 a gur ah rf are 
1 icitous, like Cornelius, to n the 
{ Tis RIPE = will of God. n oy 
N St. Peter addreſſed his attentive audience with ſo. 
„ lemnity and earneſtneſs. He obſerued, the preſent 
| _ "eccahion had convinced him, that the bleſſings of the 
Golpel were not defigned to be limited to any people; 
that according to this gracious diſpenſation, as none 
could obtain fayour for any external diſtinctions or 
advantages, ſo none would be excluded from mercy 
for the want of them; and that, without exception 
of any rank or nation, the Lord receives all thoſe, 
ho poſſeſs a reverential regard to his majeſty, and an 
unfei bar ſubmiſſion Nel all his righteous commands, 
But, gelt their imperfect obedience ſhould be conſi- 
dered as the ground of their acceptance, he ſtated, 
Ina clear and detided manner, the appointed method 
of juſtification through the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, The; 
character of the Saviour, his perſon, work, and offices, 
his life, death, and reſurrection, his coming to judg- 
ment, and the atteſtation of all the prophetic writings 
to the free forgiveneſs of ſins through faith in 
bis name ;—theſe were the grand topics, on which 
mme Apoſtle inſiſted. Theſe, alſo, are: the ſubjects, 
which, above all others, are neceſſ «to be underſtood 
'and kept in our view; and to an honeſt declaration 
of them, in every age of the Church,, the divine be- 
nediction is promiſed. 
Cornelius and his e liſtened with fixed at- 
tention; and; while they gladly received the record, | 
Which God gave of his Son, the Holy Ghoſt deſcended, Rey. 
probably, with fome external manifeſtations of his 8 
power, confirmed the truth of the word, and accom- 
panied it with een dee o-the bearers Pat 
e 7 0-4 


FU 


were 1 with fuch . e 


$2 


They powers, 
might quality, them to be 1 and preachers I 4 


the Goſpel. They ſpake in languages, which they 
had never learned, and with ardent OO 
claimed the ſovereign and diſtin e mercy. the 
Lord. When He had thus evidently accepted them, 


his people could not refuſe to admit them into their 


communion. They were all, therefore, taken into 
the ſociety of believers, by the initiating rite of bap- 
tiſm : they made an open profeſſion of attachment to 
Chriſt, and ſolemnly dedicated themſelves to his ſer- 


vice. Nothing, more is related concerning them, but 
that they requeſted the continuance of Peter for a few- 


da 045 er, being deſirous to enjoy ſome. further be- 

— GA his miniſt to be Ae ed, edified, and 

comforted in their holy faith. Thoſe, who know the 
| work of the Goſpel, will eſteem. and ſolicit the com- 


ny and conyerſation of ſuch, as are more advanced 


Jo pond, and able to communicate the moſt ſalutary 
inſtruQions. But, when connections of this ſort are 
diſregarded, it is 2 that the: truth and ways of 
God are riot properly eſteemed... 


[I Probably, the Centurion retained bis ſituation in 


the Roman, army: at leaſt, he was not commanded 


to relinquiſh it; nor is the occupation of a ſoldier > 


any where condemned in the ſcriptures, as abſolutely 
ſinful in itſelf. It muſt have been unfavourable to 
pure religion, yet, perhaps it furniſhed him with 

portunities of doing extenſive good. The Apoltoli. 


cal direction is, Let every man, wherein he is 
called, therein abide with Gods.“ It is poſfible, 


that a good conſcience may require. us to abandon 
our poſt : but let us not quit. it, merqly! to avoid difh- 
culties, Rather, let us enquire, if, by a faithful and 
honourable diſcharge of our 85 we may not 1 
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y 850 and benefit our fellow-creatures. © We may 
expect peculiar ſupport in the place, to which we are 
nor and, Perhaps, we ie not qualified for any 


94  - we my baked think of the fate 
of Cornelius towards God; before his extraord' 'nary 
call, it is evident that the ſcriptures « deſcribe this as 2 
diſpenſation of peculiar mercy, from which both he 


and others received fingular vantages. If he had 


previouſly obtained "acceptance, he was then taught 
that he owed it entirely to the interpoſition of 
N Chriſt: and, doubtleſs, che clear diſcovery 
of ption tended to fill his foul with e and 
aA and excite him to higher" dc holineſs, 
othing, therefore, can be cone 
before us to the thſparagement'of dhe Goſpel: na 5 
* we may here perceive the elſe fruits of the 
tion, and in this vie Theuld ſay with 
| Ten hatt God ate co de Gentiles 
| gran ren Dat Ai we hi and © purified rr 
«by faith +) May we be ncoaraged to. bf 
for a e e of the fame grace“ * 
A public te won he Beg, wives, Thar tp bs 
Chur ot of Ontiſt the diſtinctions between Jew and 
Greek, bond and free, male and female, are done 
away; and Gat belſevers © zre afl one in Chrif Je- 
us 7. And & if ws be Chrift's,” it matters not from 
what 'parentage we are deſcended, a we are Abra- 
ham's ſeed, and heirs according to the promiſe,” The 
door of mercy continues open, and we are authorized 


d exhort all, without reſpe& of perſvtis, that they 


earneft] . ſolicit - an admfffon. The ſame bleſſing, 
whith' ter propoſed eto Cornelius, is fill offered to 


us, retniffion of fins” through” fafth in the Son of 
Bod. It is generally allow > that notorious offend- 
ers ſtand in need of it; nor ” ſhould we heſitate ta 
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tender it in the fulleſt manner to the moſt abandoned. — 
But ſome appear to reject it with diſdain, as if, be- 1 
cauſe of their amiable temper and moral character, it 
were unneceſſaty for them to ſeek redemption through 
the blood of the croſs, Alas! they deceive thm- 
ſelves. If they be as exemplary as Cornelius, 4 
which perhaps may be doubted, yet he will teach. 
them to place a high value upon the falvation, exhi- 
bited in the Goſpel; and his caſe will condemm 
their proud contempt of this mere x. 
Io men of all characters the good tidings are ad- 
dreſſed. The Lord Chriſtſis preached unto us for the 
giveneſs of fins, Is not this the bleſſing, which is 
' indiſpenſably requiſite ? Then let us obey the great. 
N pt without cavilling, and believe on 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as having made peace for us. 
So will the word of God come unto us, as it did to 
Cornelius, „in demonſtration of the Spirit and of 
The Holy Ghoſt is not now communi» _ 
cated in thoſe extraordinary operations, which were 
then expedient ; but he deſcends, as certainly as he did 
n che primitive ages, on all who cordially accept the 
| meſſage of grace. He enligbtens, ſanctifies, and com- 
forts them, and thus gives them an unqueſtionable 
evidence, that they have not „ believed a lie.“ Let 
us look up in fervent prayer for this efficacious influ- 
ence, that he may accompliſh in us “ all the good 
pleaſure of his goodneſs. Then, like the devout 
Centurion, we ſhall ſhout aloud for joy, whilſt we i 
magnify God for his mercy, and celebrate the praiſes 
of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 
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Hera perſecuted the Church killed James —impriſoned 
9 flattered, as if be were a deity—ſulldenly de/iroed = 


are not every moment engaged in actual conflict. 
them.“ guch a ſeaſon. occurred after the con- 
verſion of St. Paul. Perhaps ſome of the violent 


the churches reſt throughout all Judeaj and Galilee, 
. . and Samaria, and were edified, and walking in the 
ſear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy 
Ghoſt, were multiplied f.“ At length, however, a 


don by the hand of God, whom he had provoked. 


reflections. We ſhall here perceive, that our de- 
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Pieter —diſappointed by that Apoſtles miraculous eſcape | 


. for his pride. 
bo fn et SF 444 7250 2 123 ply ind abs . | 
4 HE faithful followers of Chriſt, though called | 
6 waintain. 4 ſevere warfare agaiaſt an evil world, | 


For gracious purpoſes they may be at times exempted 
from all external diſturbances, and permitted to en- 
joy à ſtate of eaſe and - proſperity. - ** The Lord 
maketh even their enemies to be at peace with 


oppoſers of the Goſpel were diſcouraged, when they 
faw ſo bold a champion deſert them. Then had 


Furious perſecutor aroſe, and threatened them with 
terrible devaſtation. But, aſter being ſuffered to 
ſhew the malignity of his heart, he was ſuddenly cut 


= The contemplation of ſuch characters may excite 
many painful ſenſations z but it will ſuggeſt profitable 
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peg nature is filled with enmity againſt God and 
is people, that the fierceſt adverſaries of the truth* - 

are not to be dreaded or envied, in the height of all 
their pomp and power, and that their triumphing is 
ſhort. e ſhall learn, alſo, from the inſtance before 
us, to fear before that holy Lord God, who is jealous. - 
of his honour, and whoſe anger is tremendous, when 
he ariſeth to take vengeance. OED eee 

The perſon, now introduced to our notice, is 
Herod ſurnamed Agrippa, grandſon of that Herod, 
who maſſacred the children at Bethlehem, nephew to 
him who murdered John the Baptiſt, and the father 
of that prince who was © almoſt perſuaded to be a 
Chriſtian.” This man was the king of Judea, which 
he governed as a Roman province. e is ſaid to 
have been zealous for the religion of the Jews : but, 
perhaps, he profeſſed it only with the view of con- 
ciliating their favour; at leaſt, he ſhewed in his 
general conduct 'a fondneſs for popularity, His 
avowed oppoſition to the Goſpel may in ſome degree 
be aſcribed to that principle: and it is obvious from 
the haughtineſs of ſpirit, which he evidently poſſeſſed, 
that he muſt himſelf have been totally averſe to the 
humbling doctrines of our religion. „ 

« Herod the king ſtretched forth his hands to vex 
certain of the Church *. We lament, that power 
ſhould ever be exerciſed for ſuch purpoſes; and that 
they, who are appointed © for the puniſhment of evil 
doers,” ſhould exert their authority to haraſs and 


| deſtroy them that do well, The flock of Chriſt was 


the object of this ts indignatiog : he regarded 
not their inoffenſive and benevolent diſpoſition, but 


like a ravenous wolf ſought to ſcatter and devour 


them; and they like defenceleſs ſheep were obliged 


to fly, or doomed to the flaughter. They were f- 


flicted ãn different ways, not by reproach and con- 
Ad. xii, 1, „e. | N 


tempt 
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alone; not merely by the deprivation of their 
worldly ſubſtance, but by impriſonment, tortures, 
and death. It ſhould ſeem, that their religion was 
2 only offence, and the true cauſe of that ma- 

with which were treated. Obriſtians 
wa be guilty of x 4s and miſconduct: but it 
their attachment to their divine Maſter, which 
keto 2 perſecution againſt them. Thus 
ſus declared; If ye were of the world, the world 
Would love n own: but becauſe ye are not of the 
World, but I have choſen you out of the world, there. 
fore the world hateth you *.”” 

Probably, many perſons in a private 5 fell 
Under Herod's reſentment; but theſe were not of 
conſequence enough to ſatiate his fury. He turned 
his hand againſt ſome of the leading characters in the 
Church, and, of courſe, the Apoſtles were firſt mark- 
ed out for deſtruction. James, the brother of John, 
was ſeized and ſlain with the ſword: thus he, who 
bad been ſo dear to Jeſus, ſoon finiſhed his labours, 
and, before any of the twelye, received the crown 
A martyrdom. The loſs of ſo valuable a life, when 
Chriſtianity, ſtood, in need of every ſupport, was a 
calamitous diſpenſation, But, perhaps, the violence 
and cruelty. of the oppreſlor promoted, , inſtead of 
checking, 2 progrefs of the Goſpel.” Did it not ap- 

r more-glorious, through St. James's readineſs to 
aer in its defence, and the ſubſequent perſeverance 
of his aſſociates in the miniſtry, who continued to 
deſpiſe the menaces of their enraged perſecutors ? 


. The Jews, however, felt —— ratified by the 


king's ſanguinary conduct, and, probably, Aattered 


him for the feryour of his religious zeal. . With a 


view, therefore, to recommend himſelf and his ad- 
miniſtration, he proceeded to further acts of ſeverity 


againſt the eee Alas! to what lengths of 


5 ; 4 % Ae Was 
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and wickedneſs have men been hurried by a 


225 ſor vain applauſel Let us beware of in- 
dulging a paſſion, which is of ſo deſtructive a ten- 


dency. * 


eee *. 
' The affduous and unwearied exertions of St. 


Peter in propagating the truth rendered him particu- 
larly obnoxidus. Accordingly, the tyrant marked 


bim out for the next victim, apprehended and im- 


ptiſoned him. It was intended that his death ſhould 
be a public exhibition, as a ſight which would afford 


peculiar pleaſure to the people. But the celebration 


of the pailoyer interfered with the execution. Theſe 
murderers were exact in their.ceremonial obſervances, 
juſt as the murderers of Jeſus, who, while they con- 
trived his crucifixion, paid a ſcrupulous attention ta 
the holy ſealt. It was decreed, therefore, that the 


Apoſtle ſhould be braught forth to ſuffer; at the 


concluſion. of the ſolemnity. But his hour was not 


then come. Whatever our enemies may threaten, 


we poſſeſs an infallible ſecurity under the care and 


protection of our Almighty. Lord, ſo. long as He 
ſhall-pleaſe to employ us in his ſervice, or retain us 


in our appointed poſt. Let us leave to him the de- 
termination of every event, and be ſolicitous, not ſo 


much to eſcape the hand of violence, as to anſwer 


Herod, determined to make ſure of his priſoner, 


not only kept him in cloſe confinement, but com- 
mitted him to the cuſtody. of four quaternions of fols _ 


diers, leſt any reſeue or eſcape ſhould: be attempted, 
But no ſtrength or 'contrivance can prevail againſt 
the counſel of the Lord. If He ſhall ſay, G0 
forth,” no gates or chains, not even all he armed 


force of the moſt. potent monarch, can hold one weak, 


defenceleſs ſaint in bondage. The inceſlant prayers 
of the Church, which were offered up for the Apoſtle, 
procured the divine interpoſition for his releaſe, and 


effectually 
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|» 'effeQually' defeated the king's intention. Te 
Lo fent his Angel, and delivered Peter out of be 
| '. © Hand of Herod, and from all the expectation of the 


[ | Jews,“ Vet his mjraculous preſervation was delayed 
| a Lill within a few hours of the time appointed for his 
| execution. On this acesunt it was the more con- 


[| - - _ ſpicuous, and calculated to recommend the Goſpel ** 

4 to the favourable notice, at leaſt to reſtrain the fury, 

| + of its adverſaries. God, as it were, publicly de. 

'  clared the "cauſe of the priſoner to be his own, and Y * 

Au, who paid any ſerious attention to that teſtimom, Y 

muſt have perceived that . was vain, fooliſh, 

E and wicked. Who ſhall preſume to fight againſt Him? 

5 The multitude were diſappointed: of the entertain 

ment, which had been promiſed them in the torturts 

and death of the Apoſtle. The bloody eee 

commanded diligent ſearch to be made ſor his in- 

tended victim; Vee Peter was ſecured from his rage, oy 

_ the Lord having Concealed him, as he had done 

Baruch and Jeremiah on a ſimilar occaſion . Thus 

the pride of the tyrant was mortified, when he found 

bhimſelf robbed of his prey; but his heart refuſed to 

be humbled. He bg; fe have confeſſed - his own 

iniquity, for havi igned to take away an in- 

nocent life. © But alas !. in what numerous inſtances 

are we conſtrained to remark the blindneſs and obdu- 

racy of men in a ſtate of impenitence !. © Lord, 

when thy hand is lifted up, they will not ſee; the) 

a will not believe or regard the manifeſt interpoſitiom 

| ©  , of Heaven: but the time is coming, when they 
q | 
| 


ſhall fee, and be aſhamed for their envy at the pec 

ple .“ Whatever might be Herod's view of 'thi 

| matter, he 1 wiſhed to diſcredit the mira, 
| % and prevent its influence upon the public mind. H 
die the guards, to whoſe care Peter was committe 
d : 194 20 $$ *F3t 5 13 þ T g 5 -+4 
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that ſo the eſcape of the priſoner might be aſcribed to 
their negligence. It has been a common device with + 
the enemies of Chriſtianity to ſpread falſe reports, 
and give a wrong ftatement of real facts, in order 
to prejudice others, and obviate the probable effect 
of the truth. We ſhould therefore be afraid of li. 
tening to any miſrepreſentations of the religion of 
the Goſpel. -Let us examine with ſtrict impartiality, | 
and judge with the moſt ſerious deliberation, Shall 
we not be inexcuſable, if through inattention we 
ſuffer ourſelves ft be impoſed on, and tricked out of 
our falystion, by the fleight of men, and cunning 
-craftineſs, 8 lie in wait to deceive © 
i 
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. Perhaps, Herod declined all further perſecution o 
© Y the Church: but the cries of them, whom he had 
oY oppreſſed, „ entered into the ears of the Lord of 
1 ſabaoth. The blood, which he had ſhed, and that 


alſo, which he had deſigned to ſpill, demanded ven- 
geance againſt him. Yet he was ſpared for ſome 

- time, God is patient and exerciſeth much forbear- 
ance towards his enemies. Why elſe is not the com- 


mon courſe of events „ and the world it- 
n felf deſtroyed? Conſidering the daring provocations 
5 of his creatures, we may wonder, that He doth not 


make bare his arm, and conſume them in his anger. 
ao But his juſtice will ſtrike at the laſt. If the wick 
ed turn not, He will whet his ſword; he hath bent 

his bow; and made it ready. He hath alſo prepared 
for him the inftruments of death; he ordaineth his 
arrows againſt the perſecutors f. RO ATE 
> Herod removed Jeruſalem to Cefarea, to ce- 
lebrate certain es, as Joſephus reports, in honour 
of the Roman Emperor. Here we ſhall behold him, 
at one moment in a ſtate of high 1 and glory, 
at another debaſed even to the duſt. During his 
relidence at Cefarea, the Tyrians and 'Sidonians, 


rb iv. . + Pal i. 13, 1. 
Vol. IV. | T | 


whom 


\ 
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hora do bad chroviened with war for ſome offence, 
ſeot a deputation to him, profeſſing ſubmiſſion, and 
ting his anger. Through the influence of 
che king's chamberlain, they obtained the deſired re- 
<onciliationz and the plan of hoſtilities was relin. 
quiſhed. But Herod, for the gratification of his 
Dun engeſſive vanity by a pompous diſplay of his 


eatneſa, gave a public audience to the ambaſſz. | 
and endeavoured to impteſs them with m 


idea of his abilities, ma N and power, He 
Had provided for the 1 ndid robe of richeſt 


texture, which, according to — A ſo ex- 


uiſitely wrought with filver, that, when the 

upon it, the eyes of ſpectators were dazzled, 
Tus arrayed, he entergd the crowded. theatre; and 
' ſeated himſelf upon a throne of ſtate, defir deſirous to at- 


6 5 tract the general notice, admiration, and applauſe. 


Hie exhibited all the grandeur of his majeſty, and 
it ſhould feem-that he was alſo oftentatious of bis 
eloquence.. He addreſſed the aſſembly in a ſpeech 
prepared for the occaſion; the purport. of which was 


' moſt probably, to celebrate his own power and cles 


meney 
backward to pay 


ping multitude. They were not 
im the deference he wiſhed ſot. 
They might be Rack with a pleaſing aſtoniſhment; 
or rather, pexcciving his deſign, they were diſpoſed 


before the 


_ « £0 gratify his expreſſions of grols adulation, 
They ga 8 . — their high admiration; 


and, as 81 were ready to exalt him above the 
rank of morta s by giving him divine honours, they 
cried out, « It is the voice of a god, and not of 4 


man.” This was profane language indeed, and the 
more ſo, as many of the ith es had been inſtructed 


to worſhip none but Jehovah. . The king bimſell 


was (ufficiently acquainted with the ſacred ſcriptures 
to be convinced .that ſuch adoration Was impious in 
the extreme, and he ought to have rejected it with 


: | Abhorrence. — apo 6 
ing 


f 


non Ar. 4 
being elated with vanity, he conſented to receive that 
| homage,” which "ſhould be paid only to our Almighty = 
Creator. * He not God the glory: be did 
bebt refer the people to Him, and, as if he forgot his 
own entire dependence, acknowledged not his obli- 
gations to the ſovereign Lord of all, for the diſtin- 
guiſhed eminence; to which he was raiſed, © 
Such was Herod ; ſet up as ſomething more than 
human, revered as a deity by flattering paraſites,” and 
fooliſh enough to be pleaſed with their idolatrgus ob 
lations of praiſe. . The abſurdity as well as wicked- 
neſs of the king in this tranſaction may ſurpriſe us; 
but we ſhall ceaſe to wonder, if we ſeriouſly attend 
to the ſtate of our fallen nature. Pride is moſt un- 
ſuitable to us, as creatures and ſinners; yet it is in- 
ter woven in our very frame. We are not Wan 
to be extolled for excellencies which we do not poſs 
ſels; '-we wiſh to renounce- our ſubjection to Him 


% CD! 


culiar' ſnares and dangers attendant on perſons in an 
elevated rank: they are more eſpecially Hable to be 
puffed up with a conceit of their own importance. 
«Man, oe | in honour, is like the beaſts that pe- 
riſh . Such a ſituation ſtupifies the mind, and ren- 

ders it incapable of proper diſcernment.” He, who 

is tde object of general admiration and applauſe, is 

not himſelf, and cannot make a fair eſtimate of things. 
Or, Rke the brute animals, he is engroſſed with ſuch 
matters, as are immediately within his view, to the 
neglect and contempt of ſuch as are remote. Ac- 
cordingly, the hiſtory of mankind will furniſ many 
inſtances of thoſe, who have riſen to great power, 
claiming or receiving titles and profeſſions of homage, 
res which are the unalienable and excluſive right of the 
s in Lord Almighty, Let none among ourſelves preſume, 
and el xlix/ 12, N 

ing UF 4 7 2 that 
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ho made us, and claim a conſequence and reſpect, 
which are due only to Divinity itſelf, There are pe- 


1 


- 
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even in. the moment af his hi 
1 umph, a8 a ſignal inſtance. 
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that the ki | eminence cannot 'produce 
ſo bad an effect upon them. Let us all rather, ſuſpet 
our own hearts, and pray earneſtiy, that God may 
ſubdue our natural vanity, and keep us humble under 
A * 18 our nene, weaknels, and depra- 


vie). O % $474 


was 1 with the notion 2 own . 


excellence, as if he were a god, be felt a mortif 
conviction, and exhibited a melancholy proof, — 


with excruciating pains, forced to cortfeſs his f 
and wretchedneſs to bis idolatrous admirers, 


after a few days of extreme ſuffering, became a loath | 


ſome corpſe. hens philoſophical account may be 
given of his diſeaſe, we are taught to conſider it as a 
puniſhment: for his pride, inflicted by God, himſelf} 
aha Angel of the Lord ſmote him. We aſk not 
For any other explanation, and we lament that be 
= ſeem determined to aſcribe, event to nas 

principles and ſecond cauſes, unwilling to ac · 
= 


the univerſe. - 
The viſitation of God-i in "this ne 


remarkable, as it followed immediately. upon the fin, 
which had provoked his anger. Becauſe . 
inſt an evil work is not executed ſpeedily: 


t.ore the heart of the ſons. — fally Gio che 


to do evil v.. But here juſtice overtook the offendet 


with ſwift ſteps, and — him to public vier 
exaltation and tii- 


the divine vengeane 
inſt pride and perſecution; | Thus, while Nebe⸗ 
boaſtingiy exclaimed, e 


KITE Ecclei. viii. 31. r 
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; Babylon 


i minded io the | 
yking "Inthe midſt of al his ſplendour; while 


helpleſſneſs and mortality. He was inſtantiy ſcized 


hs the firſt ' great Cauſe of all, or allow the} 
of nature. any influence eke eee | 
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Babylon, that I have built for the houſe of the king- 
dom, by the might of my power, and for the honour- - 
of CR 2 there fell à voice from heaven, ſay- 
ngdom is departed from thee s. Hel. 
De} alſo; in che very act of © lifting up himſelf , 
againſt the Lord of heaven, was confounded dy the | 
vandwritingy which declared, that, being weighed in- 
the balanced and found/wanting, he ſhould foon- be NL 
ez of his dominion 1. | — 
e particular nature of Herod's eee WEL 235 
to ſhe the odiouſneſs of his ſin. He was: 
ptuoully elated, and therefore God determined 
W eeduse him to che loweſt ſtate of abaſement. As. 
he received with complacency the impious adulations, 
of the people, — n to coneeit himſelf 
advanced above humanity, he became a weak and 
defenceleſs prey to the meaneſt vermin. * 
eaten of worms; and gave up the ghoſt. Thoſe 
offenſtve animals ſuddenly ſprang up within hi 
ſeined upon his vitals, and . %% 
af · niſory and abhorrence. — — 
— ſplendour and Whe--could: 
— — the 5 him? He bod 
anguily-of! his heart; 

3 into corruption; 
and dignity were laid in the duſt. | 
Lord, what is man!“ „ Verily, at lie belt 5 
eſtate, he is altogether vanity “. is mental fa. —: 
Je 2 root tooereeneed' as they are, afford no 

8 ſince they ma bo ſuddenly. im- 
det 3 His outward form may be come 
en U but it is a ſhort-lived flower, and may be inſtantly 
tu: blaſted in the height of its gaiety, © When thou, 
Lord, with rebukes doſt correct man for iniquity, 
abe thou makeſt his beauty to conſume away like a mo; 
ren ſurely every man is vanity |.” Let thoſe, who pride: 


Dan, iv. 30, 3. v. 2-28. f Pfal. xxaix, 5. | xxxix, 11. | 
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themſelves in a'vigorous-conſtitution; a graceful per. 
ſon, or an eloquent addreſs, contemplate the caſe of d 
. "Herod, and be aſhamed. of their fooliſh- oſtentation, 
Dan you bear to be told, that not only ſhall: worms C 
devour your fleſh in the grave, but poſſibly thoſe 
b e creatures may receive a eommiſſion againſt 4 
you, and render you, in your moſt proſperous ſtate 
ö upon earth, a terror to yourſelves: and others? 0 | © 
| - , _ - ſeek; for ſomething better, than any of thoſe decora- 
| ' tions or accompliſhments, of -which you may be fo 5 
H. 
of 
i 


ſoon depriv The grace of Jeſus is a ſure. andy 
. never-failing treaſure to the ſincere believer. -. O la- 
bour to obtain that & one thing needful ?”? It is “ the 
good part, which ſhall not be taken away v. - - 
This hiſtory will teach us to be thankful for the 
outward peace and ſecurity, which the Church of 
Chriſt, eſtabliſhed among us, now enjoys. The re- 
, » ligious privileges, afforded us in this country, ate 
5 ſingularly great. Let us praiſe God, that we are 
| mme ſubjeQs, not of a furious and ing. tyrant, 
dat of «a nurſing - father? to our Zion. Let us give 
© diligence to improve our ineſtimable 8 860 
RR good purpoſe, and be afraid leſt our negligence or 
diſcontent ſhould provoke God to withdraw them. 
| Vet thoſe, who © ſuffer forrighteouſneſs' ſake,” have” 
no real cauſe to dread their moſt violent and powerful 
.  oppoſers. The ſtrength of your enemies, whenexerted 
| 2 inſt the cauſe of God, is feeble and contemptible. 
g While we refer you to Herod, we alk, © Who art 
1 thou, that thou ſhouldſt be afraid of a man that ſhall 
die, and of the ſon of man, which ſhall. be made 23 
graſs? — and haſt feared continually every day becauſe 
. -of the fury of the oppreſſor, as if he were ready to 
deſtroy? And where is the fury of the oppreſſor +?” 
The Lord will ſurely maintain his own truth; and 
perhaps the perſecution, which appears moſt formis' 


„ %iuhon- tt + U. B. 23, 23. 
| a aauble, 
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|| dable, may eventually promote its advancement. He- 
1 . tho! 4 —— his hands to vex certain | 
of: the: Church, was cut down; © but the word of 1 
| God grew and , multiplied.” - O learn to — our” 
concerns with your faithfu! and. Almig 5 
& Cry out and ſhout, thou inhabitant of tne 
great is the Holy Qne of Iſrael in the midſt Ae | 
| No weapon that is formed againſt thee ſhall profe - 
| re eee ey aun taping, againſt thee | | 
; udgment, thou ſhalt condemn +.” 3 P 
3 E--From:the character and tremendous puniſhment of | 
* 8 Herod, à ſuitable occafion is iveny to warn others 
of his ſpirit and conduct. Many in private life are 
diſpoſed to deride and oppreſs thoſe, whe appear zea- 
lous for the faith and practice of the Goſpel. We 
would argue with them concerning the unreaſonable 
neſs and er of their oppoſition, and aſk therefore 
Who are you, that you ſhould with to direct another 
man's conſeĩence ? gang ator men. oY | 
you poſſeſs, preſume not to ſet yourſelves up inthe 
1 Judge, or to e 
© over God's heri Your. perſecution is E. 
fooliſh, as it is baſe. e probably, deter h 
crites, but will render ſincere believers more 
and courageous in their profeſſion. They, who rely 
underſtand the worth of Chriſt and his ſalvation, 
will not deſert his ſervice on account of the diſſicul- 
ties, which you may throw in their way. Vet, while . 
you re endearouring to boy ee 
lin,” the tendeucy of your conduct is to deceive and 
tuin their immortal ſouls : and-in this-view you-muſt- 
be ranked amongſt rabbers and aflaſſins of the moſt-- 
heinous” kind. If we conſider, likewiſe, that your 
oppoſition is in fact levelled againſt God himſelf, - 
Jour guilt will appear peculiarly enormous. You ex- © | 
— a 9 
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authority, and therefore you are promoting rebellion” | 
in his nment. And do you not tremble for 
the con vence? He will aſſuredly reckon with you 
for your profane deriſion of his word, and injurious 


treatment of his people. Perhaps, you may be made, 


like Herod, a monu nent of his vengeance: for we 


have heard of many ſimilar caſes, At leaſt, the time 
is. coming, when, if you repent not, Jehovah: « will 


ſpeak unto you in his wrath, e e e 


diſpleaſure .. 
| N , alſo, to beware of that 
- haughtineſs of ſpirit, which the ling of Judea betrayed. 
« God refiſteth the and determines that © the 
ſhall be abaſed. Let are we not all, in one reſſ 
or another, chargeable with this fin? Has it not 
been our aim and ſtudy to difplay ourſelves, our 
abilities, poſſeſſions, or performances, in an oſtenta- 
tious manner? Have we not claimed the crodin, and 
, refuſed» to: © give- God the glory?” \'Þbe 
_ ſuperiority; mental or 
_ Jos 12 ide will find in it e boaſting r 

"We are therefore contineally in danger of 

5 "this creature to the n the Creator. 
O let us look with a holy jealouſy on our moſt ad- 


mired advantages; for, whatever they may be, if 


God be not n and ſerved in — they 
| | a er mm and ever- 


enitent to thi 
tremendous thek 7 other ri as well as thoſe 
which appeared in the character before us, will, ; 
ant ins expoſe you to the fierce anger of 


Vn. 11. 8. 
Almighty 
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pear +?” The acute diſeaſe, by which Herod pe- 
riſhed, was only an men and warning of that in- 


finitely more terrible miſery, which awaited him. 
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©. which teth not, and which will be for ever 
nawing the. conſciences of them “ that obey not 


I be Tequired' of thee ].“ O'feek forgiveneſs by 
c blood of the croſs, O ſek the renovation of 


} Luke ii, 206. 


25 I en . W 7 fa 4 4595 
bs the Rik Philenan—pubba Bis 4 

to eke through St. 8 15 

8 n to hij maſter with the Apoſfle's recom- 


| mendation—was affetionately rectived by the Church. 
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| _ muniſftry.” 


; Wars we are * — 
men, we ought to perceive and 2 Ae the glory a 
ns of God in his conduct towards S 
government, which He exerciſes over our fallen race, 


exhibits an aſtoniſhing view of his love, no leſs than 


of his power. Such a view is given us in every in- 
N of the e of a 7 Hegel is always 
to regarded as an event of peculiar magnitude. 
Therein we diſcover the exceedin 5 poo of that 
grace, which can pardon and ſanctify the rebellious ; 


and therefore caſes of this nature, * as they are 


made known to us, demand our ſerious attention. 

The perſon, who is here propoſed as the ſubject of 
our meditations, claims our notice on this ground. 
The facred volume, indeed, does not contain a large 
account; but the few circumſtances recorded of him, 
will furniſh us with im nt inſtruction. © He had 
been placed i in a mean ſituation, and his conduct had 
been infamous; but, the doctrine of the croſs having 
reached his heart with 2 ty energy, he became an 
honourable and uſeful member both of ſociety and of 
the Church of God. The holy Angels rejoiced at 
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probably did not feel the hardſhips, generally attendans | 


on ſuch a condition; and he was favoured with op- © 


portunities of gaining religious knowledge and im- 
provement. His maſter Philemon profeſſed and 
adorned the Goſpel, and, it ſhould ſeem, was alſo a 


faithful preacher: for St. Paul addreſſes him as his 
4 (dearly beloved and fellow labourer,” diſtinguiſhed: 


for. his © love and faith toward the Lord Jeſus and 


toward all ſaints,” and having a church in his houſe . 


The meaneſt fervant, in ſuch a pious family, nn 8 
joyed peculiar advantages of a ſpiritual kind. But: 
— means can change the heart. Oneſimus: 


_ retained his ſituation without any apparent benefit 


from the prayers, inſtructions, admonitions, or exam 
ple of his excellent. maſter ;. and on this account his: 
guilt was more highly aggravated. To contifue: 
careleſs'and impenitent, under the conſtant obſervation 
of the efficacious and happy influence of real religion, 
manifeſts the deepeſt depravity; for it implies-more: - 
than groſs ignorance, an ayowed contempt and rejec-- 

tion of and his/truth. 078 0 


O O' conſider, if you are the members of ſuch am | 


houſhold, as that of Philemon, What improvement; 
are you making of the valuable opportunities afforded: 

you? Have you not yet to learn the way of righte-- 
ouſneſs, though you have long been taught? Do | 


not. negle&t-your ſouls, though continually warned of 


? You are ſummoned to-the worſhip of 


| your 
God, both at Church and at home: but do you not: 


ſtill remain ſtrangers to · prayer ? What accounts. then, 
ſhall you bo able to give uld you die in unbelief, 


deſpiſed,. will witneſs againſt you : and that ſitu - 
8 „ Philem « Iz Kc l phi $4,008; 
of F 1 | 5 ation; 


— maſters and parents, whoſe exhortations you 
5 * 
2 


and delight, and prove by our future obedienee, that 
we have obtained the ſame mercy ! e 
Oneſimus was nd more than a common ſlave, but 


5 5 IB 4 i 43 
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ation, ich might have proved an unſpeakable bleſſ- 

7 5 Ing, will eventually be — curſe. : 

5 neſimus was not ny thoughtleſs, but deſtitute | 
of all principles of probity. He his truſt in : 
Philemon b ſervice, and then abſconded with the — | 
fered property. Is the heinouſneſs of diſhoneſty fuk. 

Fcienily dered? Are you, to whom the concerns of 
Athers are committed, ſtrictly attentive to your obliga- 
tions? Do you hatq gobbery, even in the ſmalleſt de- 
N Cee And are all y tranfaQtionsſuch, as you could; P 
8 to produce to the public:view? O remember; 
|. there is a God in heaven, who narrowly inſpects your 
private dealings, and will expoſe every fraudulent prac- 
tice, at the day of judgment: Will not this be to your 
unſpeakable confuſion? Determine, then, to ſuffer 
any difficultics, rather than waſte or embezale what is 
depoſited with you. Let no man go beyond and 
defraud his brother in any matter, becauſe the Lord 
is che avenger of all ſuch“ . 
From this view of Oneſimus's Nate and conduct 
we ſhould have apprehended every thing bad: and 
had he received the juſt recompenſe of his iniquity, 
or been leſt to follow, without reſtraint, the devices 
of his own heart, the conſequence muſt have been 
fatal. But a different ſcene opens upon us; and we 
turn from the profligacy of the ſinner, to behold the 
rich and ſovereign grace of our God in Jeſus Chriſt. 
Oneſimus, having baſely deſerted his maſter, pro- 
bably became a wanderer and a vagabond. In that 
ſtate, under the controlling influence of divine Provi- 
4 dence; his ſteps were directed to Rome; and there, 
ll by some means or other, he was brought under the 
mamiiniſtry of St. Paul, who, rome, may priſoner, was per- 
mwmitted to h the Goſpel own houſe. What 
were Oneſimus's motives for attending the' Apoſtle, we 
know not; but the event was bleſſed, The wretched. 
een was ſuddenly arreſted ; ; an arrow of conviction 


| 

| , 

| | 

= 1043 1 Them ir. 6. 

V „ 


- — 
SAS nge —_— mm AS. 


ESS 20C05s57M90smo mm 


— 4! 433 as 


4 4 een confeſſed his 
guilt, and obtained-mercy through that Saviour, of 
hom be then heard. A total renovation took place 
within him; in conſequence of which, he © renounced- 
the hidden things of diſhoneſty,” and defired to ſerve; 


God in righteouſneſs and true holineſs, He: was more 


than reformed ; he was made a new creature.” 
This, ſid Pauly e e eee en 
have begotten in my bonds.“ 3 
E Here then, is à ſttilting inſtance, * . 
proof, of the extenſiweneſs and e of that grace, 
which God has exhibited in the Goſpel. He r 
thoſe, whoſe caſes in our view appear deſperate | 
can pardon the moſt. aggravated; ſins, a waſh: away. 
ſtains of the.deepeſt die. He can turn the moſt ob- 
durate rebel into a faithſul ſubject. Accumulated 


offences, and confirmed habits of wickedneſs, are no 


obſtruction to the exerciſe of his mercy and the effi-- 
cacious influence of his Spirit, towards thoſe, whom 
He is pleaſed to viſit with his ſalvation. On this 
ground, we may be — to entertain a pleaſing: 
hope for others, and to e een e 
tions for ouùrſelv es. 

Some are diſpoſed to aſk; Why bes the Lord ber- 
mit the objects of his choice to proceed ſo far and eon - 
tinue ſo long in their evil courſes? Why does he not 
prevent the miſchief, which they bring upon them- 
ſelves and their connections? But inſtead of giving 
way to curious enquiries. and preſumptuous cavillings 
concerning his diſpenſations, we ſhould rather bow 
before him with unfeigned humility, and confeſs that 
we haye no right to queſtion his proceedings. Many 


of his reaſons, probably, are concealed from us; but 


that part of his conduct, which he has ſubmitted to 
our view, demands our. admiration, love, and praiſe; 


and even when his appointments appear to us 2 
and unaccountable, we ſhould reſt aſſured, that He 


doeth all things well, egy wait ker! an W till 
3 We 


oY __ * 1 
% - * a 
1 ” 


9 ; : : 


hat \,  ccniypoky/cnanacrnuss, (' 
oe rant that He ſuffers men, for whom he has 
„ A on of peace and not of evil,” to gratify their 
own perverſe deſtres, and make a daring & in 
. wickedneſs, Thus he takes occaſion to humble them 
more effeQually, after they have given full proof of 
_ their depravity by their atrocious conduct. He ex- 
hibits in a more conſpicuous light the ſovereignty of 
| bis mercy, while he convinces them by a view of their 
_ own experience, that they deſerve to periſh, even as 
others, and that they, are. indebted; to his Almighty 
grace for any falutary\change 8 It is ob- 
a. * that 4 — mine B- when 
they have rac e 5 r poſſeſs a 
ack er and livelier ſenſe of the value of redemption, 
and their obligations to the Saviour, than thoſe who 
have not run into the fame irregularities. They feel 
the more fervent love, as being more deeply impreſſed 
with the perſuaſion, that they have much forgiven v. 
Are chere not evident marks of the divine wiſdom 
and goodneſs in this procedure? We confeſs, that the 
ſubject involves difficulties, which we pretend riot to 
— and we caution our readers to ſuſpect their 
own reaſonings and coneluſions, which are not ex- 
preisly warranted by the ſcriptures.” While we main- 
tain and rejoice in the full liberty of the Goſpel, let 
us beware of abuſing it to the purpoſes of licentiouſ- 
neſa. Where fin. abounded, grace did much more 
abound. — What ſhall we ſay then? Shall we continue 
in fin, that grace may abound ? God:forbid +.” We 
reject ſuch an inference with abhorrence.  -- 
Ie is the high prerogative of Him, who worketh 
all things after the counſel of his on will 1,“ to 
ug good out of evil, and to glorify himſelf even-by 
the diſobedience of his creatures: yet this does not in 
any meaſure palliate their guilt. The wickedneſs of 
ſeph's brethren, in conſpiring againſt him and ſelling: 
into Egypt, was eventually the means of great 
| ane + Rom. . 0. vi. 1, 2. 1 pb. i. 2 I. 
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and numerous advantages, and deſigned to be ſo, 
the divine appointment. But, as they acted from the 
baſeſt motives, they were perfectly inexcuſable. © Ye 
thought evil againſt me,” ſaid. Joſeph, “ but God 
meant it unto good. It pleaſed the Lord, like- 
wile, to render the diſhoneſty of Oneſimus, though, 
truly deteſtable, ſubſervient to the moſt — — 
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poſes. This, at leaſt, led the way to his cor ion; 


and who ſhall ſay, that it was not permitted, in order | 


to fix upon his a deep conviction of his depra- 


vity? What elſe could be the ſenſe of the Apoſtle, 


when he obſerved to Philemon, Perhaps, he there- 
fore departed for a ſeaſon, that thou ſhouldſt receive 


him ſor ever? This gives us an aſtoniſhing view of 


the diſpenſations of God. He preſerves his own holi-: 


to him, form a part of his plan, inaſmuch as he intends, 


nels; and yet, the very ſins, which are moſt hateful. 


to make uſe of them for the recovery of the offend-.. 
ers. They follow. their on perverſe inclinations,, - 


whilſt he ſecretly conducts them to thoſe places and 


connections, in which a bleſſing awaits them. Theſe: 
caſes frequently occur ; but many of them, at preſent,. 

may be. wiſely concealed from public view, ſince men; 
of corrupt minds would thence take occaſion to blaſ-. , 
pheme the truth, and harden themſelves. in their 
iniquity. But hereafter they will all be diſplayed, and. 


furniſh the redeemed of the 


Lord with additional. rea- 


ons for admiring, loving, and praiſing Him through * 


: . 


out: eternity. 157495 
re 2, 
own pur He ©. waits to be gracious, and 
ſends repeated calls and offers of mercy to thoſe, who: 


n Providence of God, that 
or means to accompliſh his 


perſiſt in their rebellion, Vet he is not diſappointed : 
if one method fails for reducing them to obedience, 
another is at hand, Oneſimus fled from the admoni- 


| tions of his pious maſter, but in his flight, though this 
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was no part ſof bis intention, 
niſtry of St; Puuh und there received the bleſſing of a 

new beart. Phe Lerd God not confined in 

his agency, generally honours the ordinanoes of his 
on appointment; and while met ſeck to evade thoſe 
”. | — Echottations; which are painful to them, he is often 
plweiſed- t bring them under the ſound of his word 
min a different ſituation, and produce in them ſuch a 
ene as neither erpected nor deſired. But, 
whatever inſtrument à ſpiritual renovation is 


. s worketh-all-in alt. 90 Nie. 

55 Rey cots not a ſubj of dere ſpeculation, - Con- 
verſion extends not to the judgment only; but to the 
inward principles and tempers, and will appear in the 
out ward eonduct. In ſome inſtances ſufficient time 
may not be allowed, to give a public and deciſive proof 
of its reality. We do not eſſertꝭ that in theſe caſes there 
is no evidence to be depended on, but none of that ſort, 
which we are authorized to require as indiſpenſably 


neceſſaryß here life is ſpared; and com ·˖Xö[ 


doing good are afforded - This L ſay y therefore, and 

1 dhe Tord, chat ye henceforth walk not as 

-  . other Gentiles walle 42% Let your light o ſhine 

| | before men, that they may ſee your r good, works, and 
glorify an Father Which is in heaven 1.“ 

St. without heſitation pronounced Onefimus 

; 2 convert; and, doubtleſs, the change was evinced to 

5 his ſatisfaction. The poor fugitive ſlave felt a deep con- 

 - widionofhis guilt; ——— which 

be had — ry He is diſtreſs, and made 

a frank — the. Mis tle, that through him he 

might implore forgiy from his m - mjured 

: er. | Repentance is always accompanied with a 

painful remembranee of ſity à ſenſe of its evil, and a 

er r ee e and men every 

l einten £39: 112/28 g £73481 86 ee 
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ed, the whole glory noc be aſcribed to Him, 
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wrong, RIO done. If ihe mishief ieh 
we have occaſtoned cannot be repaired; yet we ſhould 
prove our godly ſorrow by an honeſt and unreſerved 
declaration of our 22 An anxious endeavour. 
to deny or conceal, to juſtify or palliate our miſcon=- 
duct, will give fuſfcient e eee nn. 
ſoundneſs of cot papa ” HE 1 
Oneſimus was en tage; bs 
which be had fo ſhamefully deſerted, and deſirous bya 
ſtrict attention to 8 duty to be uſeful to that honour--. 
able perſon, who red by his former treachery, 
This was a- favourable. ſigo, g It ought never — 
forgotten, that true religion will direct our regard to 


A "On reſpective places in life, which we have forſaken 


neglected, and diſpoſe us to diſcharge our appointed 
offices for the benefit of thoſe, to whom we have been + 
injurious. . The, ſincere penitent will enquize, 54 ! 
may I-ſerye-and glo rify God in my ſituation? Ho 
r Ie thoſe obligations, which I haue baſes  _ 
in time-paſt? R eee grieved- | 


” 
" 1 
9 


conduct, who are not ſolicitous to anſwer ſome more 
profitable purpoſe than they have done, know not the 


gtace of God in truth; but their religion is vain. 15 b Fg 


In order to probe the wound more perfectly, 
obſerve, that, if your confciences'be diſtreſſed 4 
recollection of any treſpaſs or injury, which you have 
committed, you muſt. endeavour: to make reparation 
according to the utmoſt of your ability, If you refuls_ 
ths, our profeſſions of penitence are hypocritical. . 

imus, 8 could not reſtore the pilfered . - 
— to but he acknowledged bis obli- © 


| pation to do it, and St. Paul took that obligation upon 
himſelf, Thus the Apoſtle writes, “ If he hath 
wronged thee, or oweth thee: ought, put that on mine 


* ＋ 3 


1 | : | i * 1 
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account: T Paul have written it with mine own hand, 


5 7 ] will repay it.“ re Ph GTA 5 5 8 
| 7 Onefimius, baving obtained forgiveneſs with God, 
* . was cordially received by the Church, ang from that 
time held in conſiderable reputation. St. Paul com- 
- mends him to the notice of the Coloſſians, as © a faith 
ful and beloved brother, who was one of them ®.” And 
/  eecleſiaſtieal hiſtory relates, that he was afterwards 
- * admitted into the facred miniſtry, apd'faboured dili- T , 
'  gentlyfor the converſion of others. What an aſtoniſh. — JC 
ing and happy change, then, was here accompliſhed ! 
How excellent is that ſyſtem of faith, which is calcu- 
lated'to produce theſe glorious effects! . Inſtead of the 
thorn "ſhall come up the fir-tree, and inſtead of the | 
brier ſhall come up the myrtle-tree : and'it ſhall be 
to the Lord for a name, for an everlaſting ſign that 
all not be cut off f.“ Aſter ſuch a repreſentation, 
it will not ſurely be objected, that the doctrines of the 
Golpel are of 'a licentious tendency. Through the 
rift, 


8 proviſion which God has made in Jeſus 

there is free and plenteous redemption for thoſe, 
who'have been moſt abandoned in principle and con- 
dect. But, conſiſtently with this truth, we maintain 
that whom the Lord pardons He alfo ſanctiſies, and 
that believers muſt prove their ſincerity by abounding 
in all the fruits of righteouſneſs. Do we not, then, 
1 intereſts of morality and holi- 


Some, perhaps, object to the kindneſs and cordiali- 
ty, with which ſuch eonverts are ufually received 
among Chriſtians: but this very circumſtance, which 
cxeites diſguſt, diſplays the ſtrong influence of our 
religion. If there is joy in the preſence of the An- 
Is of God over repenting finners t, ſhall not the 
Lias on earth participate of the ſame generous affec- 
tion and diſintereſted pleaſure? Shall not all, who love 
„ Col..iv. 3. 4 If . 13. 1 Luke xv. 10, 
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the Sed ſnew the tendereſt — wh. 
are reconeiled to him, without exception of rank, 
even of their former character If he vouchſafe to 4. | 
2 N ie into his family as his ſons and daughters, Who 
we ſhould treat them with. contempt. of 
grace of God will teach us, that we 
bs the children of wrath, even as others *, «4 
and ſe us to love all thoſe as brethren, who-appaxr 
to be renewed by the ſame ſpirit. J 
E Paul, though an Apoſtle, rejoiced over Oneſiaius,” 
who was no better than a poor ſlave, and whoſe con- 
duct had been infamous. He did not urge in 
him his mean condition, or his atrocious crimes'; b 
believing him to be born of God, he embraced him 
as a 'fellow-heir, very earneſtly interceded for him 
with Philemon, and with the overflowin 12 of parental. 
affection exulted in him _ his on child. Do we not 
feel very forcibly our obligations to Chriſtian love, 
while we 4 with tenderneſs * fervoar 
St. Paul commends this young convert to the favour-, 
able notice of his maſter : ": #T beſtech thee,” is hen. 
«for my ſon Oneſimus; thou therefore receive 
that is mine own bowels ;—not now as a I 
above a ſervant; a brother beloved, ſpecially to me. 
but how much more unto thee, both in. the ſh; and 
in the Lord? If thou count me therefore a partner, 
receive him as myſelf,” Probably, Philemon com- 
- MW plied with the requeſt in its full extent, pardoned: the 
: returning ſlave, treated him with affectionate regard, f 
| and-rejoiced at the change. Let us likewiſe learn, to, 
lay aſide our envious refentments, and, without ad- 
| verting to paſt circumſtances, if only we are now, 
united together in the bonds of the Covenant, and 
4 & called/in one hope of our calling,” let us, as bre... 
A thren of the ſame father, loye e * bh. 
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"But, while we contend. for the, exerciſe of am en- 
 larged; benevolence towards all Chriſtians, we. main- 
— tain that che 8 does not reduce the different 
ranks and orders of ſociety to a level, nay, rather it 
requires thoſe diſtinQions to be obſerved. Oneſimus 
| 1 relume his poſt in Philemon's houſhold, 
nnd yet be treated on a ſpititual accoùnt, not now 
23 a ſervant, but above à ſervant, 4 brother beloved.“ 
This ſpiritual regard we niay pay to our pious labour- 
ers and meaneſt dependents, as thei children of God 
and the heirs of glory while we continue to inſiſt on 
their ſubjection and obedience; We lament the for- 
wardneſs of ſome, who ſeem to think they are ex- 
enmpted from ſubordination, in conſequence of their 
religious knowledge and attainments. They obtrude 
themſelves with a degree of inſolence on the notice of 
their ſuperiors, as if in a civil ſenſe there muſt be a 
perfect equality among thoſe; ho are one in Chriſt. 
' "Supely this betrays groſs miſconceptions of our reli», 
gion, or much haughtineſs. of temper. Let as; 
maß ſervants, as are} under the yoke, count their: 
. own maſters worthy of all honour; that the name of 
God and his dctrine be not blaſphem And they 
_ that bave believing maſters, let them not dpi 
them,” (as if they Were all on a level) & becauſe they 
are brethren; but rather do them ſervice vs.%ũ | - 
Perſons of higher rank ſhould alſo learn to correct. 
their proud and diſdainful behaviour towards their in- 
feeriors. They have a right to uſe their labours ; yet 
they mould treat them with all gentleneſs of man- 
ners. Theſe worldly diſtinctions will ſoon ceaſe, and 
-+ only that grand diſcrimination. of characters, which 
the grace of God produces, will laſt for ever. If, 
therefore, we diſcover the image of the Saviour in 
them, who are ſubject to our authority, they ſhould 
be particularly dear to us for his ſake, and we ſhould 
x 255 | | $344 2 $4 6p; VP 
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rejoice over them from the delightful erpectstion, 
that we ſhall meet them in heaven. There Oneſimus 
and Philemon, with their beloved Paul, are worſhip- 


ping in the ſame company, There may we alſo, and | 


= 


our reſpective families, make up the houſhold of faith,” 


and join in the ſame acclamations of praiſe before the 
throne of God and of the Lamb P © * 
The example before us may encourage the moſt 


LS - 


atrocious finners'to return to God with the hope of 


| oy Armas but the ſubje& is'ſhamefillly per- 


verted, if it imbolden any to perſiſt in their evil 

courſes. Shall you dare to ſay, For the preſent I will 
give a looſe to my heart's deſires, but on ſome future 
y I will repent, and doubt not of obtaining forgive- 
neſs, even as Oneſimus? Does the work of converſion 


lie within your own power? Or can you elaim the 


grace, which alone is able to effect it? "Are the"in- | 
. ſtances of ſuch a change, in + perſons: rejecting che 
Goſpel, ſo numerous, as to warrant your concluſion, 


that you ſhall certainly be recoyered? On the con- 


> 


their iniquities, and others, who are ſpared a longer 
time, become: more and more obdurate, - till, as we 


try, do you. not ſee many ſuddenly taken away in 


fear, they fill up thei? meaſure,” and periſh with ag- 


vated ruin for their contempt of ſalvation? Pre- 
ume not, then, on diſtant opportunities, which ma 
never be wn : reſiſt not your preſent conrietions 
leſt they ont return no more. Lou have trifl 


too much already: O give the remainder of your ſhort | 
life to Him, for whoſe ſervice you were made: thank- - 


fully accept his offered mercy, and endeavour to im- 
prove every ſucceeding day for his glory! © 
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ver employed 


1 N contemplating the variqus ebaracters of men, we 
perceive much cauſe to mourn for the ſad effects, which 
n has produced upon the earth. Some of theſe cha- 


raters exhibit nothing but evil. Others diſcover 


bf a real-excellency of diſpoſition and conduct: but ſuch 


art their defects, ſo interrupted their obedience, that 
even in them the purpoſes of Heayen ſeem, as yet, 
to be imperfectly anſwered. Our ſpecies evidently 
in a fallen ſtate; extreme depravity univer- 


ally prevails, which is offenſive to God, obſcures his 


i 


glory, and ſpreads, confuſion and miſery through the 


whole ſyſtem of human affairs. 


- . Poffibly, there may be other worlds, where no ſach 
apoſtaſy bas taken place, and where Jehovah, the 
great of all, is continually receiving the full 


tribute of honour, love, and ſervice from thouſands 
of intelligent and holy creatures. We have certain 


information, that there is one bleſſed ſociety of this 


Find, the Angels of God in heaven, who will furniſh 
wh ; , — "a8 
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us with matter of uſeful and delightful. meditation, 

when we are diſtreſſed by a view of our own unhap- 

py circum 132 #7 d r 

T Theſe exalted beings are, as much as ourſelves, the 

workmanſhip of God, and as entirely dependent upon 
him. It ſhould ſeem, that they were brought into 
exiſtence before the human ſpecies; but both they 
and we were made for the ſole purpoſe, of doing the 
will-and way 5% pong the praiſes of God. Thou 1 
art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory, and honour, 
and power: for thou haſt created all things, and for 

thy pleaſure they are and were created“. „ ; 
. They. are ſpirits, - poſſeſſed, of intellectual | 
powers; and though wy aye not fleſh and bones , 
nor any corporeal form, like our's, they can become 
viſible to us, when commiſſioned for ſpecial purpoſes. 
They are alſo endued with vigour of a ſuperjor ſort; 
and accordingly they have produced effects, to which 
no human exertions would be equal. They are there 

| fore called 28 Angels,” and are ſaid to & excel - 

'e in, ſtrength f.. Their chief reſidence is in heaven, | 

h where the ever-bleſſed God diſplays the ſplendour of 

* his Majeſty ; and there they are We phe <« ta behold 

er the beauty of the Lord: but while they appear in 

ch his immediate preſence, they bow at his footſtool. - 

at The ſociety is extremely numerous. When Daniel 

t, ſaw © the Antient of days” fitting: on bis throne, he | 

ly thus deſcribes his attendants ; * Thouſand thouſands 7 

bY miniſtered unto him, and ten thouſand times ten a 

is thouſand ſtood before, him l. Our Lord declared, 

he chat he could have procured. for his affiftance « more 

an twelve legions of Angels 5; and it is further 

aſſerted, that their company is © innumerable 4.“ 

he They are diſtinguiſhed into different orders, and poſ- 

ull WW {<6 different degrees of glory and perfection: this 


Rev. iv. 11. + Luke xxiv. 39. 4 2 The. i. 7. Pſal, eiii. 20. 
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deems to de implied, where they are repreſented a 
c thrones, dominions, principalities, and powers *,” 
Two of the celeſtial Hierarchy are mentioned by 
name, Michael and Gabriel, as obtaining a Prefer. 
nes, and exalted to peculiar eminence +. | 
But, howeyer they may be diſcriminated by various | 
| meaſures of excellence, they are all adorned with 3 
Which human eyes, in our preſent tate, 


DER e 1 


on earth have been confounded by their appearance. 
Fherę is no defect in any of chem. They are com- 
93 2 : being in all re. 
e Ns they enjoy the 
h — of his love. They can therefore 
tell, from their own experience, that © in his pre- 
ſence is fulneſs of joy, at his ri © habil there art 
pleaſures for evermore .“ In them let us admire 
the great Creator, from whom. they have derived 
y. they poſſeſs, and who alone is © the per: 
fection of beauty.” To' Him let us look in fervent 
for 'the communications of his grace, if we 
d to reſemble theſe bleſſed ſpirits. 
et us enquire 1 4 
I. Wbat is their urn in the preſent admi- 
nitration of the divine government. Tne Lord 
himſelf, by his continual and ſovereign ageney, up- 
holds and regulates every part of the univerſe, which W 2* 
' he hath made. He wants no aſſiſtance; yet he is MI © 
to accompliſh his purpoſes by various inſtru- 
ents, which he uſes, not through weakneſs as 'earth- 
1 do, but for 5 dif] 0 of bis power and 
glory of his majeſty: he ho y Angels are called 
- «chariots ;” and he Lord is among them,“ 
riding, as it were, in great ſtate and triumph |, 
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praiſe and adoration, and ſtand ready to fly wherever 
de hall appdint, They are therefore called his 
« miniſters ; and, when commiſſioned by him for 
the execu oof any plan, they proceed without he- 
* ſitation, upon the firſt intimation of his will, being” 
lively, quick, and penetrating, as “ a flaming fire ®,” 

They “ do his commandments,” perfectly fulfilling 
all his pleaſure, and eſteeming it their honour to be 
employed in his ſervice; yet they wait for his in- 
junctions, *hearkening unto the voice of his word 4.” 

A revolt, indeed, has taken place among them, in con- 
. ſequence of which many of their company wele drigen 
out of heaven. But theſe, of whom we now ſpeak, - 
have uniformly and in every inſtance maintained 
their obedience. n 13 9 
They are intereſted in the concerns of this lower 
world. When the Lord “ laid the foundations of 
the earth, they © ſang together and ſhouted for 

joy 1; and from the beginning, as the inſtruments 

f divine Providence, they have borne a part in the 
adminiftration of human affairs. Throughout the 
ſcripture hiſtory, we remark the interpoſition of An- 
gels. By them the ſaints of God have been directed 

in their duty, warned of impending dangers, relieved 
under diſtreſſes, and reſcued from enemies. We 
need not be particular in referring to examples. 
The Angel of the Lord encampeth round about 
them that fear him, and delivereth them ||.” To 
ſuch the promiſe is expreſs, © He ſhall give his An- 
gels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. 

hey ſhall bear thee up in their hands, left thou daft 
thy foot againſt a ſtone . But they have been com- 
miſſioned, alſo, to execute judgment, as well as to | 
perform acts of kindneſs. Thus “an Angel ſtretched ; * 
out his hand upon Jeruſalem to deſtroy it 1. Lo 
* Pſal. eiv, 44 | + ciii. 20, 21. f Job xxxviil. 44 7. || Pal. 
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a fimilar agency: we are taught to aſcribe the ſudden 
laughter of an immenſe army of the Aſſyrians, and 
bf - the death of that tyrant Herod, who was ſmitten with 
2 a mortal-dilcaſe in the moment, of his profane exul- 
: SER W ” 225 


tation “. r . BY F 5 
Such are the fats, which antient hiſtory records: 


. And what reaſon can be aſſigned, why we ſhould not ; 
believe theſe; celeſtial} ngers to be employed 5 
'/ / among durſelves, aß they were in former times? ? 
Though we do not diſcern their intervention, and 5 
" |. -- cannot aſcertain its extent or effects, yet it ought ! 
nn gt tobe denied. And if it be allowed, does it not of 
. ' give us molt exalted ideas of the divine Majeſty? !“ 
Is it ſo, that in every part of God's dominion, where 1 
we can be placed, we are ſurrounded by Angels; | 
and that this - innumerable company is continually ! 
occupied in carrying on the purpoſes of his admiail. 4 
'- . ration? | Then how unſpeakabiy great and glorious Y #4 
| / muſt He be! Will it not, alſo, fix à ſerious and Y 1 
uſeful impreſſion upon our minds, to be aſſured that 1 
theſe holy beings are about our path, watch over us, © _ © 
intereſt themſelves in our happineſs, and narrowly in- b 
ſpetct our conduct? If only the veil of- fleſh and! 
| bÞlood-were removed, we ſhould perceive ourfelvesin 1 8 
the midſt of many witneſſes. : We know: not, how  -P 
much we are indebted to their kind and active exer- 'C 

tions in our favour... But ahl what do they obſerve 4 
an our deportment? Are we not guilty of thoſe ti 
Actions before them, from which we thould-be de- v. 
'.,-_ _  , gerred by the preſence of any human-creature? Ar Z 
we not, then, afraid, leſt, while they atteſt our folly; 8 
aAand perverſeneſs, they ſhould be commanded to relin- th 
aguuiſh their charge? e hi 
II. What attention they pay to the concerns of our W 


falvation. Having preſerved their original purity 
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they and in e e ee yet, with a 1 


s, diſintereſted affection, they rejoice in the 
which is extended to us. e ſeem, 


that che great plan, exhibited in the "Goſpel, is the 
| ſubje& of their holy meditations, and excites: their 
praiſe and wonder. They do not treat it with con- 


tempt, as many of thoſe evidently do, whoſe ever- 
laſting Rate depends upon it. Probably they under- 


ſtand much, but they ſtoop down with cager ſoli- 


citude to diſcover more, of its glory, and after all 


.confeſs that it & paſſeth knowledge Theſe are the 
1 et which they deſire to look into . 


hey could not bus feel aſtoniſhment, when firſt > 


_ "jnformed,; that che exalted Perſonage, who is their 


Lord and God, was about to aſſume our nature, and 


become a ſuffering inhabitant of the earth, that he 


might reſcue us from deſtruction. Even to the pre- 


ſent hour they are unable to fathom this deep myſtery. 
But they admire the divine perfections of wiſdom, 
power, love, truth, and holineſs, as diſplayed in te 
ecroſs of Chriſt: and, perhaps, in no other inſtane 
dave they ſeen ſo much of the character of - Jehovah. 
Accordingly, it is declared to be one part of the 
grand deſign, © that now unto the prineipalities and 


powers in heavenly places might be known by the is 


Church the manifold wiſdom of God+. T4 4-143 


« When the fulneſs of the time was come,” that 


the Saviour ſhould appear, they were employed in 
various ways. 
Zacharias, Mary, and Joſeph t, proclaimed “ the 
good tidings of his nativity: to the ſhepherds, and 
then, in a numerous company, praiſed; God 4 for 


They announced his incarnation to 


his unſpeakable gift |.” They cried aloud, (Glory 
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of Angels : they contemplated the incarnate God 
with fixed attention and holy admiration, and were 
required to acknowledge his divine character, by 
rendering him unfeigned homage. For when the 
Father Dies the Firſt-hegotten into the world, 
he faith, © Let all the Angels of C God worſhip him +,” 
During the whole of the Redeemer's abode” on 
a, even through his deepeſt humiliation, they 
AB waited upon him as their Lordi After his ſevere 
_ , conflit in the wilderneſs, “ Behold, Angels came, 
and miniſtered unto him f.“ When he was ready 
to faint by means of the agony and bloody ſweat, 
which he endured in the garden of Gethſemane, 
X chere ap an Angel from heaven ſtrengthening 
him J.“ It was one of this illuſtrious ſociety, who 


permitted to examine his ſepulchre ; and it ſhould 
_ ſeem, that ſeveral of theſe holy beings were em- 
 , ployed in atteſting his reſurrection d. Upon his 

| _ aſcenſion into heaven, two of them in ſhining forms 
_— preſented themſdlves to his Apoſtles, and predicted 
their Lord's triumphant return at the laſt day : and 

when he, in human nature, entered into glory, amidſt 

the acclamations of all his numerous hoſt, his pre- 

Eminence over them was declared; Angels, and au- 
 thorities, and powers being made ſubject unto him *.“ 
As the ſervants: of Jeſus, they not only join in 

- his praiſes with the Church _—_— Fe promote the 

- - purpoſes of his mercy in the Church below, 

Seh we tg to explain. They * 

ſent forth to preach the Goſpel; this honour being 

reſerved for ſinners, who fee] their own need of that 

ſalvation, which they propoſe; and are more likely 

to ſympathize with their hearers in all the various 
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rolled away the ſtone, that his diſciples might be 
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— of diſtreſs and temptation. But theſe. 
bleſſed ſpirits attend our. religious aſſemblies, as wit 
neſſes of ou devotions, and with a peculiar eagerneſs” 
of deſire for the ſucceſs of the miniſtry v. „There is 
joy in che preſence of the Angels of God over one 
ſinner that repenteth 1; as if every new convert 


was an addition to their happineſs. . Whilſt they praiſe 


God for ſuch an inſtance of his goodneſs, they exult 
in the victory obtained over the powers of darkneſe, 
and in the enlargement of the Redeemer's kingdom. 
They receive the young believer under their car, 
being commiſſioned to watch over him for his pro- 


teRion and comfort. Thus we are aſſured; with 


reſpect to the weakeſt and moſt inconſiderable mem- 

bers of the Church, « Their Angels,“ or thoſe wh 
are deputed to be their 2 are no leſs than 
the exalted ſpirits, who fland near the throne: and 


« always behold the face of God in heaven .. None 


of them are too great to be exempted from theſe 3 


ſervices ;'-*. Are they not all miniſtering ſpirits, ſent 


forth to miniſter for them, W e e oc 


falvation ? 


:. Joon they will * up their e and con- 


duct the ſouls of thoſe, who were committed to them, 


through the valley of the ſhadow of death” to their 
re. bleſt abode. Thus when Lazarus died, 


us carried by the Angels into Abraham's 

boſom F. Believers, then, on their diſmiſſion from 

the body, are attended by theſe holy beings, and en- 
ter into a ſtate of immediate and delightful intercourſe 


with them; ſo that they will join together, in one 


company, to aſeribe « Bleſſing, and honour, and 
glory, and power, unto Him that ſitteth upon the 
_ and unto the Lamb for ever and ever 4.“ 
We profeſs to admire the excellency of this ce- 


kel hoſt; but ſhould we not, alſo, cultivate 4 
+ x Cor, . 10. Eecleſ. v. 6, + Lu. xv. 10. 1 Matt. xvii. 10. 
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\ fimilar diſpoſition? Or, while they, who are fo emi.. 
work of: redem 


if 


8 


nent in wiſdom, are e all ſerious regard to the 
ption, xk think it a mark of 
good ſenſe and ſuperior underſtanding to turn from 


the conſideration of it with diſdain? Is it beneath 


us to imitate their example, amd 4 deſire to look 
into the fame important ſubject ? We would, there 
fore, aſk our readers, Do you, like the Angels, con- 
template the incarnate God and Saviour with aſto- 


niſhment and fervour. of affectiog, and bow before 
him with deepeſt reyerence and adoration ?'- Do you 


adopt their rapturous anthems,” and praiſe God for 
the birth of his Son? Or how can you be uncon- 


cerned about this — tranſaction, with which 
t 


the honour of God and the ſalvation both of your- 


ſelves and others is immediately connected? Do 


you ſeel a generous ſolicitude for the ſouls of your 


fellow. creatures, and rejoice * over one ſinner that 
'repenteth ?** Rather, have you not, on ſuch an o- 
2 ſhewn a malignant diſpleaſure, and thrown. 


out virulent e Have you not exerted your 
influence to obſtruct the progreſs. of the Goſpel ? 
While you poſſeſs ſuch tempers, theſe 2 


| 8 look upon you eee 


you may be eſteemed and applauded b 2 
e tons. N 

pay a'deference'to the opinion and example of thoſe, 
whoſe wiſdom and goodneſs ſtand. unimpeached, and 
unite with them in the moſt vigorous ef — do 


. the will of God, oye 44 9 
ee g gr of Angels, i 


oper to examine 5 95 


2 N bat concern the; Be * (len 8. 


ceedings of the laſt day. The, grand ſcheme of re- 
demption being completed, the Saviour will appear 


as the fupreme and univerſal Judge, and by his irre- 


vocable ſentence declare the everlaſting ſtate of the 
i human x race. Hon e the . 
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be brought forth for publie inſpection J. Then ſha 
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The nn do not repreſent theſe holy beings“ 
as called to account for their conduct before the tri-- 
bunal of Chriſt ; but it ſhould. ſeem, that they will 
be employed for various purpoſes at his advent. 


When he ſhall deſcend from heaven, they will attend 
him as his faithful ſervants, and grace his triumph. 


“ The Son of man ſhail come in his ory, with ten 
thouſand of his ſaints, and all the holy Angels with 
bim *:”* fo that heaven ſhall pour forth its inhabitants 
to diſplay the majeſty of the King and execute his 
orders. They ſhall give the ſummons. for all man- 
kind to ſtand at his bar. “ The roy of the Arch. 
„ announ his approach, be particu- 
larly AF wir that awful occaſion 1 «And 
he ſhall ſend his Angels LI a great ſound of a 
trumpet, and they ſhall gather together his ele from 
the four A N one Aare 1 to the other 1. 
The tremendous ſound will penetrate the deepeſt 
receſſes of the grave ; and each individual of Adam's 
poſterity muſt. obey the call. | 
The judgment being ſet, and the different cha- 
racters ſeparated, arraigned, and tried, * every man's 
work ſhall, be made manifeſt,” and every ſecret thing 


theſe illuſtrious ſpirits, who ſurround the throne, - 
not only ſtand as witneſſes, but even de appealed to 
for the equity of the ſolemn proceedings. This, at 


leaſt, ſeems to be implied in our Lord's declarations: 


40 Whoſoever ſhall confeſs me before men, him ſhall 
the Sorf;of man alſo confeſs before the Angels of 


God: but he that Jenieth me before men, ſhall 


denied before the Angels of God 5.“ Tbey, Uke 
wiſe, will be commiſſioned to carry the deciſive ſen- 


_ tence into immediate execution. They are © the. 


reapers,” to whom the Lord of the harveſt un 


ä Matt. xv. 37. Jude 2% + 2 Thefſ iv. 16, 4 Matt, e. 1 


| » |} 2 Cor. iii. TR iv. 5. e. u. , ge 
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« Gather ye together | firſt the tares, and bind them 


5 in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat intd z 
my barnn . When, therefore, the Judge ſhall pro- 


nounce, Come, ye. bleſſed,” and, from 
me, ye curſed +,” they, acknowledging and approv- 
- log the juſt award, will conduct the righteous with 


great triumph to their manſions of bliſs and glory, 
and thruſt down the impenitent, with ſhame and ever- 
laſting contempt, into the fire prepared for the Devil 


Au His apoſtate corapany. | 


Who among us cen read or heut of theſe things 


wich indifference ?, Let us pot forget, how much 
we are intereſted in the tranſactions of that day. We 
muſt all obey the ſummons of the Archangel's tfum- 


pet, and ſtand before the great tribunal. But how r 
| ſhall we bear the ſtrict examination, when our ac- 
tions and principles. ſhall be fifted, and exhibited to 


public view, before the inhabitants of heaven, as well 
as thoſe of earth? Are there: none, who will wiſh, 
to hide their heads, or fly from the preſence of the 
Judge? But an eſcape or concealment will be im- 
poſſible. The moſt: ftout-hearted ſinner muſt await 
his doom; nor can he reſiſt or retard the infliction 
of his puniſhment. . When the tremendous fentence 
' ſhall be pronounced, © Caſt ye the unprofitable ſer- 
vant into outer darkneſs 1, the word will be with 
power, and the execution take place without delay. 


Lo accuſation, however, {ball prevail againſt thoſe, 


who are juſtified by the faith of Jeſus. They ſhall go 


- Into life eternal, -attended by all. the hoſt of heaven, 


before whom they ſhall receive the high: diſtinQions . 


. of the crown. of righteouſneſs and the palm of victory: 


they ſhall be clothed with white raiment, and even 


_ ſeated with the Saviour in his throne. Such honour 


will the. ſaints of God obtain, in the preſence, and in 


ſome meaſure by the miniſtration, of Angels. Z) 
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In relation to theſe bright ſpirits, it remains only 


% 


that we obſerve, U eee 
IV. What will be their ſituation in the kingdom 
of glory for ever. We have already remarked, that 


they are admitted to vidw the full and unyeiled ſplen- 
dour of the Deity, and, while they wait in readineſs 


to perform, his pleaſure, are continually offering up 
their aſcriptions of praiſe, We preſume not to ex- 
plain the nature of their worſhip : but ſome general 
account is given. us. The, prophet Iſaiab tells us, 
that he & ſaw the Lord ſitting upon a throne, high and 
liked up; that & above it ſtood thę Seraphims, and 
one cried unto another, and faid, Holy, haly, holy 
is the Lord of hoſts; the whole earth is full of his 
glory . Such, we conclude, will be their ſtate and 

employment through eternity: for, as they are called 


© the. elect Angels 4,” they will never be diſpoſſeſſed 


of their preſent happineſs and exaltation. 
We know not, — any particular change will be 
made in their condition at the laſt judgment; but it 
is probable, that they will experience an increaſe . - 
ſelicity. They will be confirmed in their purity and 
obedience, and, being united as. ane family with all 

redeemed Junge, they will join with one heart and 
voice in praiſing and adoring God and the Lamb. 
The Lord, Jeſus Chriſt is the centre of this union 3. 


for in Him they meet, and are incorporated into the 


ſame ſociety. Accordingly St. Paul declares, it was 


the grand purpoſe. of God, That in the diſpenſatioon 


of; the fulneſs of times, he might gather together in 
one all things in Chriſt, both Which are in heaven, 
and which are on earth, even in Him f. The ob- 


ject of their worſhip is the ſame, and a perfect agree · 


ment in ſentiment and affection will ſubſiſt between 
them. A: Vet à diſtinction muſt, be made. The An- 


gels, who never ſinnied, cannot be conſidered as e 


*I. vie 3. +. Nr 21. 1 Erh. I. 1 
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the God of feaveny" but foci hall you be'aritted to 
5 impertection. "You carry about with you, for the 
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chile of the Saviour, and are not indebted to his 
rifice and intereeſſion for the honourable ſituation, - 
in which they are placed. "They are ſtruck with the 
view of his grace and glory, and conftrained to ſing, 
with a rapturous admiration, © © Worthy is the Lamb 


| | that was lain.“ But thoſe of our fallen race, whom 


He hath ranſomed from fin and hell, will feel their 
ſuperior obligations, and endeavour to expreſs their 
1 and affection, in ſtrains peculiar to them- 
ves; for the y wiladd,”< He bath redeemed vs to 
2 Mgt Bis thee This, indeed, is a fong, 

F Rf no man can learn,“ but thoſe; « who follow | 

. the Lamb, mon nec mon Wen 

The faithful diſciples of Chriſt may look 3 
4 unſpeakable delight to that time, when they 
mall join the bleſſed ſociety aboye. Perhaps, you are 
no furrounded by thoſe, who deſpiſe ind bl blaſpheme 
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them), who love and ſerve him without wearineſs or 


* 


Preſent, an infirm, vile, corruptible body, and, what 
Is more painful, a be mind; but aſter a few 
he you ſhall be reſcued from this ſtate of de 
tion and bondage, when-you ſhall reſemble the An- 


7 

Is "themſelves in purity, eres and t. 
Fee n here, indeed, E yt port 
| Lord, and the thought may brou you ks eonſo- 
 Tati6n, when you are ready to conclude that you are 
© Teft alone, and that tore a are none to take your part. 
"Thouſands of theſe ſpotleſs beings ſtand round abofit 
Jou, approve your conduct, and arg commiſſioned to 
_ miniſter to your relief," Could you draw aſide the 
"yell which conceals the inviſible world, what a ſcene 
would be diſplayed?” Enough to render you 9 
Ito all the inſults and cruelties of an oppoſing 
"Like Eliſha, when compaſſed with — en ene- 
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mies you would ſee theſe chariots of fire fent donn 
from heaven in your defence; and, poſſefling your 


ſouls in peace, you would exclaim with the prophet, 
Fear not; for they that be with us, are more than 


F ee 3-Þ Ait 


ut, while you rejoice in their friendſhip and pro 
tection, you ſhould propoſe their bright examples of 
oodneſs- for your own imitation. At leaſt, you 
Id not be ſatisſied with any thing ſhort of their 
obedience. Your: Lord himfelf has taught you to 
pray, that the will of God may be done on earth, 
it is in heaven.“ | You are not to regulate:your 
practice by the defective ſtandard of human tighteouſ= 
neſs, nor limit your deſires to any attainments, which 
do not, in their ure, reſemble the holineſs f 
Angels. Fhey ſerve God perſectiy, without the ex- 
ception of one duty; conſtantly, without inter miſſion :; 
and cheerfully, not of conſtraint, but with fervent 
love and ſupreme delight. This, alſo, you ſhould 
aſpire: after ; and therefore earneſtly. covet and im- 
plore inereaſing communications of that grace, by 
which you will finally be brought into a ſtate of com- 


_ plete; conformity with them. But, on comparing 


yourſelves with the pattern here exhibited, are you 
not deeply aſhamed and humbled? ? 5 
Thoſe pure and exalted creatures in eyery reſpect 
anſwer the end of their being. Many, alas! of our 
corrupt 'race, are not merely defective in righteouſ- 
neſs, but totally oppoſite to this character. Do we 
not live among thofe, who are actuated by tempers 
and principles, as contrary” to thoſe of Angels, as 
darkneſs to light? We, therefore, ſolemnly appeal 
to them, and aſk, Of what ſort will be your fociety 
hereafter? Diſpoſed as you are, you cannot have 
fellowſhip with the hoſt of heaven, nor they with 
you. Their employment is what you will never 
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- _ reliſh: you deteſt: and put away from you, what is 
their higheſt delight. It is not poſſible, that they 
ſhould accommodate themſelves to your depraved taſte; 
for this would involve an ſition to God and an 
erxcluſion from happineſs. Y our proſpect is indeed | 
- * tremendous. You muſt dwell with thoſe, whom you | 
reſemble, and with e e are confederate in re- 1 
bellion againſt Jehovah. Is this what you can bear | 
to think of F 6 e. ee have your | 
rtion with evil ſpirits, be created anew / 
up May the Lord God, in ſovereign mercy, pour out 44 
bis fanAiffin influence upor all Tera 50 ranks of | 
| men! May He form us to be a people for his name, 
and make us of one heart and mind with the Church 
above! 80 ſhall we underſtand and feel the meaning 
of thoſe exalted anthems, which we are taught to 
. uſe.: With fincere and ardent devotion we ſhall cry 
aloud to the God of our ſalvation ;. With Angels 
and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, 
we laud and magnify thy roms name; evermore ' 
praiſing thee,” and ſaying, Holy, holy, holy Lord God 
of hotts; heaven and earth are full of thy glory: 
Glory be to thee, O Lord moſt High“! Amen. 
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Fvil ſpirits, their exiflence, fall, and excluſun from hea- Wy 7 4 


den —tempted our fir parents——maintain large in- 
| fluence in the earth, among the impenitent — unte per- 

' mitted to poſſeſs men bodies —oppoſed the Saviour 
5 775 the progreſs of the Goſpel—aſſault believers——yet 
thet 


eternal punt . | 
Sy . et 71 A og. 


ArrrR the, ſtrong proofs, which we have ſeen, 
of man's apoſtaſy from God, perhaps the queſtion 
may ariſe, Is this the only order of intelligent beings, 
who have revolted from their obedience ? Or, where - 
did fin originate? The ſacred records have informed 
us of another ſyſtem of creatures, who were the firſt 


tranſgreſſors, and are the authors and abettors of that  _ 
rebellion, which has pre | pi IM 
We proceed, therefore, to obſerve, that there are Des © ; 


* in our own world, 


vils in hell, as well as Angels in heay There is 
a numerpus company of wicked ſpirits, who diſcover 
a blaſphemous'contempt of God, and are continually _ 
endeavouring to defeat the purpoſes of his goyern- 


ment. The contemplation of their wretched condi? 


tion may excite many painful ſenſations z biathe (hs; 
ject ſeems properly to come under our plan, as being 


productive of ſolid advantage, if we confider it with 1 
true ſeriouſneſs of min. „ CD67 b1Þ4 


Their influence in human affairs, and even their 


exiftznce have bern denied: : Bus, if woallbis the ms 


ſpitation of the Bible, we ought implicitly to receive 
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' It is ne good objeQion-to 
contain fo full and minute a relation, as our curioſity 


they © left their own habitation,”? being driven out 
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its teſtimony in every particular. We attempt to in- 


validate its authority, if we think ourſelves at liberty 


to reject thoſe declarations, however clear and ex. 
preſs, which cannot be accommodated to our ſyſtems 

or wiſhes.” Now, no account can be delivered in 

ainer terms, none more repeatedly afferted and con- 

J than that which is ou of the fallen angels, - 

is hiſtory, that it does not 


might deſire * for it never was deſigned, that we 
ſhould underſtand every thing, or obtain perfect ſatiſ- 


faction in our ſpeculative enquiries. But, if we admit 
what the ſcriptures have revealed concerning the ſtate, 
Character, and employment of evil ſpirits, we ſhall 


have a conſiſtent explanation of what we obſerve both 
in ourſelves and others. A ſerious attention to' the 
world around us, and to the wild and irregular work- 
ings, of which we cannot but be conſcious in our 
own minds, would incline us to believe, even if we 
had no Bible, that we are ſubject to a foreign in- 
Auence of a malignant kind. Univerſal experience 


veriſies what the inſpired volume has affirmed, May 


we be led to admire and adore that grace, which not 
only reſtrains the malice of theſe y beings, but 


zs effectual to reſcue us from their power ! May our 
great Deliverer break the bonds, by which many of 


our ſinful race are ſtill enſlaved, and give them to 
know, that his ſervice is the moſt perfect freedom ! 
In deſcribing the hiſtory of wicked ſpirits, we muſt 


conſider 


1. Their fall. A total and Jamentable change has 
place both in their ſituation and diſpoſition. 
iginally they were poſſeſſed of dignity, purity, and 


x happineſs, which they have now entirely loſt. They 


were ranked amongſt the Angels in heaven, and equal 


| to them in excellency and glory; but they kept᷑ not 


their firſt eſtate: renouncing their obedience to God, 
wih 


with ſhame and confuſion v. They are called © prin- 
cipalities and powers, and are ſaid to have been in 
high places ; which -ſhews that they were endued 
with eminent faculties, and diſtinguiſhed among the 
ſuperior orders of the celeſtial Hierarchy. But their 
cxaltation was no preſervative: they have ſuffered a 
tremendous degradation. A numerous company, 
combined under one leader, who is named Satan or 
Beelzebub, joined in rebellion againſt; Jehovah. We 
do not enquire into the particular nature and circum 
ſtances of their tranſgreſſion. But it ſhould ſeem, 
that they were inſtigated by ambition, or a vain de- 
ſire of attaining a degree of knowledge or preemi- 
nence, beyond the divine appointment: for, when St. 
Paul ſpeaks of one © lifted. up with pride, he de- 
ſcribes him as © falling into the condemnation of the 
un t. It is ſuſticient, however, to ſay, that they 
_ © Having, then, caſt off their allegiance to God, they 
could no longer aſſociate with thoſe, whoſe whole 
delight is to do his will, and worſhip at his feet. Hav- 
ing loſt their holineſs, they could not retain their feli- 
city; for miſery is the neceſſary conſequence of de- 
pravity and guilt. Every good principle was baniſhed, 
every vile affection admitted; and therefore they be- 
came a torment to themſelves. But their wretched- 
neſs is not to be conſidered merely as the unavoidable 
effect of their apoſtaſy: it is the righteous infliction 
of their incenſed Sovereign. His authority being de- 
ſpiſed, his anger was provoked, and his juſtice armed 
with terrors againſt them. He could not ſuffer them 
to remain in heaven, with a ſpirit of diſobedience 
e auer He appointed them a new place, a 
con Fuad. them to a ſtate of extreme and endleſs 
puniſhment. in hell, where they are exhibited as an 
example of the malignant nature and deſtructive ten- 
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deency of fin. How aſtoniſhing a change was this 
Let us learn from it to revere the holineſs of God, 
who © cannot look on iniquity, and the ſtrictneſs of 
his government, which guards his law by ſo tremen- 
dous a penalty as © the vengeance of eternal fire,” 
„ Who ſhall not fear thee, O Lord; and glorify thy 
name? Thou art, indeed, “a conſuming. fire to 
all, who preſume to reſiſt thy power. While we hear 
 _ of thine awful diſpenſations towards the rebellious an- 
gels, our flefh/trembleth for fear of thee, and we are 
' , -afraid of thy judgments *.”” Bl . "2, oy Doran 
In conſidering the caſe of theſe apoſtate creatures, 
bee muſt pr Ween tarts Io. 04} 
II. Their preſent” ſituation and employment. It 
was not poſſible that they ſhould recover their former 
abode by any exertions, and we apprehend: that / they 
have never really wiſhed it. They could not deliver 
themſelves from torment, or return to their former 
allegiance. They retain an invariable, rovted enmity 
againſt God; and it ſhould ſeem, that ever ſince their 
fall they have been attempting to overturn or obſtruct 
his government. Such, evidently, appeared to be 
their diſpoſition at the creation of our world. Per- 
hape, the happineſs of our firſt parents excited their 
envy. Certain it is, that upon them they fixed their 
malicious eyes, and conſulted how to-caft them down 
from their eminence, and draw them into the ſame 
ſtate of diſobedience and miſery with - themſelves, 
They contrived a temptation, which, through the ſub- 
tle management of their grand leader, ſucceeded. He 
took the opportunity of ſpreading the ſnare before 
Eve, when ſhe was alone. He ſolicited her compli- 
ance, by propoſing a pleaſant gratification of appetite, 
and a more exalted condition. She liſtened to his lies, 0 
which were couched in fair ſpeeches : ſhe conſented, 
and then prevailed upon her huſband alſo to tranſgreſs. 


2550 „ Pal. cxix, 120. | 
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Thus the ſtandard of rebellion was erected upon 
the earth; its inhabitants were ſeduced, and joined in 
confederacy with the infernal hoſt. Thole wicked 
ſpirits, 0 
ſented him as a weak and cruel tyrant, who could 
not ſecure his own dominion, or preſerve the affe tion 


ol his ſubjects. The very end of our creation ſeemed, 


to be defeated ; and, had not God in ſovereign mercy, 


interpoſed to repair the breach, the whole human race,” 


muſt have remained for ever alienated from him, and 
expoſed to his fierce indignation. . | 


We perceive, by what tempers theſe unholy beings, 


are influenced. proud oppoſition to Gad, an ha- 
tred of all goodneſs, aſſiduity and zeal in promoting 
evil; fal hood, and treachery, an envious ditgult at the 
happineſs or excellence of others, and a deſite to 
ſpread ſin and miſery to the greateſt poſſible extent, 
theſe are ſome of the leadiug principles, which mark 


the character of Satan and his aſſociates. © He was 
a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the 


truth, becauſe there is no truth in him. When he 
ſpeaketh a lie, he ſpeaketh of his own: for he is a 


B liar and the father of it . 4 The devil ſinneth from 
the beginning :“ He was the original tranſgreſſor, 


and has ever ſince been practi 
ceaſing activity and vigour. 


iniquity with un- 
This is © our adver- 
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ly, triumphed in that calamitous event, 
as if they had prevailed againſt Jehovah, and repre- 


fary,” whom we are required to © reſiſt, ſteadfaſt in. 


the faith,” © becauſe as a roaring lion, he walketh 


about, ſeeking whom he may devour 1.“ All his 
apoſtate company are of like deſcription, They are 


therefore called “ ſpiritual wickedneſs 5, or wicked 


ſpirits: they are themſelves moſt corrupt and abo- 
minable, and unwearied in their endeavours to render 


others equally depraved. | $94 b 
Their ftratagems, alas ! have been fatally ſucceſsful 


john viii. 44- + 1 Joha iii. 8. 1 Nee . $ Eph. vi. 12, 
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 , among the human race. For which reaſon, it ſhould 
| feem, Satan is ſtiled “ the prince” and “ the god of 
. this world s. He cannot poſſeſs any rightful au- 
thority ; but, though he'be a baſe uſurper, he meets 
With general ſubmiffion. We ſpeak of him as the re- 
preſentative of all the fallen ſpirits, and aſcribe to him 
whatever they effect or attempt, fince he directs their 
movements. Let us examine, what influence he has 
exerciſed, and what miſchief he has produced among 
the poſterity of Adam. The account may be offen- 
five to our pride ;- but, without wiſhing to conceal 
or palliate the truth, we muſt give a faithful repreſen- 
tation of the caſe. n LAT 
In the old teſtament Satan was * the lying ſpirit,” | 
Ae: the falſe prophets were inſtigated +; and in 
new, thoſe preachers, who would pervert right | 
doctrine, are faig to be his miniſters 1. Nay, it is 
 —_— declared, that all thoſe, who like him are 
aCtua 
children, 


* 


by pride, envy, malice, or deceit, are his 
| and „ will do the luſts of their father $.” 
He it was, who tempted Judas to ſell and betray the 
Saviour, and, baving taken full poſſeſſion of the per- 
fidious wretch, deferted him not, till he had accom- | 
- his utter deſtruction of body and foul l. The 
| infernal agent © filled the heart of Ananias to 
lie to the Holy Ghoſt 4: and wherever any perſons 
bo ſalvation, the effect is in fome meaſure to be 
ibed to Satan's malignant interference. He © hath 
blinded the minds of them which believe not, left the - 
light of the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, who is the 
image of God, ſhould ſhine unto them .' He is 
'« the prince of the power of the air, the ſpirit that 
now worketh in the children bf 'difobedience tt.” . 
Sinners are not aware, perhaps, whom they ſerve, 
and under whoſe inſtigation they act. But from the 


1 xyi. 11. 2 Cor. iv; 4. 1 Kings xxii. 21. 1 2 Cor. xi. 15. 
W | Joba xiii. 2, 27. J Atv. 3. 2 Cor. iv. 4. 
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ſcriptures we learn, that Satan maintains dominion! 
over them, and that, however they may ſeem to differ 
from each yo all 3 — uidance, and 
bear his image. He ſtirs up Antichriſt to oppoſe or 
pervert r. ry of the Goſpel “; and “ takes 4 * 

tive at his will“ thoſe who reſiſt the truth . We 
readily allow perhaps, that ſuch atrocious offenders as 

Cain, © who ſlew his brother,” may be © of the 
wicked one; but it is (rg Ae that © he that 

committeth ſin, though it be in a leſs ſcandalous 


way, © is of the devil .“ Such declarations ſhould 
excite us to ire with real earneſtneſs, <4 To 


whom do we yield ourſelves ſervants to Pro 163 
Various are the devices, by which our rte, 2 
adverſary prevails. He tempts men to the practice 
evil, by exhibiting to their view a flattering proſpectt 
of its pleaſure; and concealing the danger. He lugs | 
2 them, as he did to our firſt parents, „e 
| not ſurely die 5 and ĩt ſeems to be the maſter= 


piece of his ſubtlety, to induce them to believe that 


there is no future puniſhment, Thus he endeavours 


to lull them aſleep and ſtupiſy their conſciences, no- 
from a benevolent deſire of rendering them happy, 


- but that he may more effectually ſecure their obedi- 


ence to himſelf, and accompliſh their final deſtruction. 
He is © the ſt man,” who gains: poſſeſſion of the 
ſinner's heart, and there being armed keepeth his 
palace; and his goods are in peace ]. 
Vet his malignity has appeared in different ways. 
At the time of our Lord's incarnation, he was per- 
mitted for ſpecial reaſons to exerciſe a peculiar power 
over the bodies of many perſons, ho were, in conſe- 
quence, miſerably afflicted and tormented. In their 
diſtreſsful caſes we perceive, that he ſtudies to torture 
and deftroy by every poſſible method. It has been 
* 2 Theff. Ii. 9. + 2 Tim. ii. 26. f 1 ſohn li. 8, 12. 
{31 { Gen. ili. . 1 Lake zi. 24. a 
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.* - thought, that thoſe, who by Apoſtolical cenſures were 

4 delivered unto Satan,” ſuffered in the ſame way; 

and that the evil ſpirit, as the executioner of divine 

- Juſtice, inflicted upon them certain diſeaſes, or excru- 

ciating pains &. But, be that as it may, ſuch is his 

_ malice, that, if he were left without reflraink to gra- 

tify his own miſchievous. diſpoſition, we ſhould no 
longer experience a, moment's eaſe, or enjoy our 
faculties either of body or mind: the earth would be 
a reſemblance of hell. O how po are our obliga- 

tions to our Almighty preſerver ! | 

© Tt becomes us, in an eſpecial manner, to adore the 
| Gold of all grace, who propoſes in the Goſpel com- 
Be my and final deliverance from our infernal adver- 
_ The Lord Jeſus Chriſt has liſted up a ſtand- 
rd againſt him, and undertakes for all believers to 
defeat his purpoſes. He has interpoſed to ranſom 
them by the might of his Spirit, and at the expenſe, 
of his own precious blood. The merciful deſign was. 
revealed to our firſt parents, immediately after their 
revolt, when it was declared, that the Seed of the 
woman ſhould bruiſe the ſerpent's head +. Satan is 
unwilling to renounce the dominion, which he has 
uſurped, and with violence oppoſes the intentions of 
the Redeemer." There are, therefore, two contend- 
ing parties: a ſharp conflict has been maintained from 
the beginning; and it is not poffible, that any recon- 
+ . Ciliation between them ſhould be effected. This cir- 
cumftance exhibits another feature in the character of 
the fiend : he reſiſts the Saviour, and labours with the 
utmoſt vigour to prevent or obſtruct the influence of 
his grace. O let us be afraid of bearing any the moſt 
diftant reſemblance to ſuch a horrid diſpoſition! v. 
During our Lord's abode on earth, he endured ex- lic. 
treme diſtreſs from the violent aſſaults of this antago- ane 
niſt. Forty days he was haraſſed by his temptations MW Ane 
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in the wilderneſs : and then the devil, when'van- 
quiſhed and obliged to retire, departed'only © for a 
ſeaſon . Probably, the attack was renewed, though 
without ſucceſs. Jeſus obſerved to his enemies, near 
the cloſe of his life, This is your hour, and the 

wer of darkneſs +:” whence it ſhould ſeem, that 
"__ was then permitted to make his fierceſt onſet, 
and try what his malice could do. But, with a re- 
ference to that onſet, the Saviour exclaimed in a de- 
lightful exultation, The prince of this world com- 
eth, and hath nothing in me f.“ The foe, indeed, ſo 
far prevailed, as to procure the crucifixion, in which 
perhaps he triumphed as the completion of his wiſhes ; 
bot that event proved the ruin of his own kingdom. 


We are encouraged to rejoice, that our victorious 


Redeemer © through death deſtroyed him that had the 
power of death, that is, the devil 5.“ J 11 


5 


L Conſiſtently with his character as © the enemy of 


all righteouſneſs, Satan has uniformly endeavoured. 


to obſtruct the Goſpel. This being the moſt effec-- _ - 


tual inſtrument for the pulling down of his ſtro 
holds, and the emancipation of his captives, he . 
be expected to oppoſe it with all his ſtrength and ſub- 
tlety. Wherever, therefore, the word of grace and 
ſalvation is preached, he watches for an opportunity to 
prevent its ſucceſs. Like a bird of the air, he hovers 
about the place, in which the good ſeed is ſown, that 
he may take it out of men's hearts, © leſt they ſhould 
believe and be ſaved l. He is the enemy, which 
ſoweth tares in the field with a view'to defeat the de- 
ſigns of its proprietor +. If we are favoured with an 
evangelical miniſtry, the conſideration of ſuch a ma- 


licious intruder ſhould awaken a holy circumſpection 
and fear. As it is his plan to keep us in ignorance 
and unbelief, he will endeavour to caſt reproach upon 


# Lats iv. 13. + xxii. 53. 1 John xiv. 30. $ Heb, 11. 14. 
| Luke viii. 12» + Matt. Xii. 37—39. | 
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the truth, and fill our minds with prejudice. Let us 
ſuſpect and guard againſt. his influence. The moſt 


ẽiolent perſecutors of the Church are his inftruments; 


he affiſts them in the contrivance and execution of 


their ſchemes. ; Accordingly, the impriſonment of the 


ſaints is aſcribed'to-him, becauſe it is effected under his 
inſtigation . . He is active, likewiſe, in promoting 


flalſe doctrines and diviſions 8 as 


probable means of obſtructing work of G 
1 ſolicitous ſhould we be, Jeft through our folly or 


perverſeneſs © he get an advantage of us] We ought | 


to be conſtantly aware “of his devices f... 


- Thoſe, who are reſcued ſrom his dominion, and 


devoted to the ſervice of Chrift, muſt look for a ſe- 


vere attack, ſince the tyrant .will not quietly. reſign | 


his prey. Voung converts, therefore, generally ex- 


perience a peculiar degree of his malice. He ſeems 
to practiſe upon them every method of temptation, 
by which he may ſhake their religious principles, and 


ſubject them again to his own authority. When 


theſe fail, and they, who were once his Bun cap- 
iberty 


tives, are evidently brought into the glorious 

of the children of God, then indeed the power of the 
uſurper is broken, but his enmity remains the ſame, 
He will continually endeavour to diſturb the peace 


of believers, and diſtreſs thoſe whom he cannot de. 


ſtroy. This malignant influence alone will account 
for the ſtrange commotions, which are excited in theit 
minds. Difficulties, doubts, and fears are ſuggeſted, 


by which their faith is ſtaggered; and with a kind of 
violent importunity they are ſolicited to act in oppoſi · 


tion to their bettet judgment and deſires. Such is the 


Warfare, which they muſt. be prepared to maintain 
through life. Satan is a reſtleſs opponent, and there - 


ſore, when one ſcheme fails, he will try the effect of 
another. Accordingly, it is found, that he is con- 
15 | _ Rer. Il. 10. + 2 Cor. l. 11 ; 87 
wa. 2 « ; N % : ſtantly 
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NAantly aiming to haraſs and ſeduce the ſervants. tar 
Lord by ſome new device, and that with every fre! 
REIT, actos his mode of attac. 
He it was, who tempted David to tranſgreſs, pro- 
bably through motives of ambition, by numbering the 
people . By his malevolent interference, Job, that 
eminent faint of God, was reduced to a ſtate of ex- 
treme diſtreſs, confuſion, and horror. When Jo- 
ſhua the high prieſt,” as the repreſentzive of tl 

Church, © ſtood before the Angel of the Lord,” 
leading for acceptance, . Satan ſtood at his right 
band to reſiſt him . This is a ſtriking picture of 
our adverſary's employment: for he is © the accuſer 
of our brethren, who accuſeth them before our God 
day and night $.” The Apoſtles of Chriſt were once 
induced to forſake their d; but he himſelf ac- 
counted for that ſtrange event, when he ſaid, “ Satan 
hath deſired to have you, that he may ſift you as 
wheath,” St. Paul was perplexed and almoſt oyer- 


- whelmed by a ſevere affliction, which he calls * a 


thorn in the fleſh;” but the ſharpneſs of the trial was 
owing to the influence of this wicked ſpirit: it was 
« the meſſenger of Satan to buffet him ||.” Aſter 
ſuch inftances, who ſhall expect to eſcape an attack? 
Every believer is called to be a ſoldier, and expreſfsly 
required to be prepared for the combat, by « puttin 
on the whole armour of God,” in order 4 to ſtand 
againſt the wiles of the devil .“ It is ſpoken of as 
probab e, that the foe may ſhoot his © fiery darts” into 
the ſoul : but an affurance is given, that © the ſhield - 
of faith” will quench them *. There is therefore onl 
ra mw" of ſafety ; Reſiſt the devil, and he w 
flee from 


rom you tf.” Baden 
een notwithſtanding che 


- 


* x Chron. xxi. 1. Zech. Ul. 1. | Rev. xii. 10. | 
$ Luke xii. 31. 2 Cor. xii. 7. Eph. vi. 11. 
Eph. vi. 16. 14 James iv. 7. RIP i.e 
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power of the tempter, our moral liberty is not ſo im. 
| paired, as to render us in any degree the leſs account. 
able for our actions, He may propoſe the commiſlion 
of ſin, and ſolicit our compliance; but he cannot 
ſucceed, except by our own voluntary conſent. Yet, 
alas! how prone we are to yield to his ſuggeſtions! 
Such is the depravity of our nature, that it is always 
ready to ſecond his attempts; and therefore his 
aſcendancy over us will not_furniſh us with an ex. 
cuſe: nay rather, it ſhews the greatneſs of our guilt, 
We are his willing vaſſals; and his ſervice, though 
moſt oppreſſive, is What we chooſe. We muſt blame ir 
him, but we cannot acquit ourſelves. Let us lie W « 
down "aſhamed, and earneſtly deprecate that wrath, n. 
which we have deſerved. IJ | Fats 
: In attending to the ſcriptural declarations concern- o 
] ing apoſtate ſpirits, we have only to remark further 1 
| III. Their future doom. They are already con- ſe 
| ſigned to a ſtate of extreme puniſhment, as the due v. 
reward of their tranſgreſſion, without hope of deli- W « 
verance. Their character and ſituation are fixed and 
determined for ever. A Saviour is provided for us, 
but not for them: and yet there was nothing in our 
caſe, any more than in their's, which could encou- 
rage an expectation of forgiveneſs. Criminals can 
| — have no claim to favours Here, then, we behold the 
aſtoniſhing grace and diſtinguiſhing love of our Re- 
deemer. They are dealt with in the way of ſtrict 
. Juſtice, and cannot therefore complain of baffering 
' "wrongfully. But rich mercy is diſplayed towards out 
_ - ſpecies, The Lord Jeſus © took not on him the na- 
ture of angels,” be did not interpoſe for the reſcue of 
- thoſe miſerable beings, who were once angels in hea- 
ven; © but he took on him the ſeed of Abrabam,” 
| | pledging himſelf for the ſalvation of all thoſe of the 
1 human race, who ſhould partake of that Patriarch's 
Sos. AY ng 
_ * Heb. ii. 16. | 
| | . „ 
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hne preſent ſyſtem exhibits a conflict between the 


evil ſpirits and our exalted Redeemer: but it is draw= 

ing to a cloſe, and the final iſſue will be for his glory 

and their everlaſting confuſion. In the proſpe 

this complete victory, Jeſus exclaimed, © I beheld 

Satan as lightning fall from heaven *.” And again, 

„% Now ſhall the prince of this world be caſt out . 
St. Paul alſo thus encourages believers to triumph on 
the ſame account, The God of peace ſhall bruiſe 
Satan under your feet ſhortly t.“ The malignant 
fiend will be permitted to maintain his influence 


among men a little longer. But the time is coming, 


when he ſhall be bound for a thouſand & and dur- 
ing that period confined to his own place, without ex- 
erciſing the deſtructive power upon earth, which he 
now poſſeſſes, His dominion ſhall be ſubdued, and 
« the kingdoms of this World become the kingdoms _ 
of our Lord and of his Chriſt ].“ Afterwards, he 
ſhall be ſuffered to regain his aſcendancy for a ſhort 
ſeaſon, in which, as it ſhould ſeem, ipiquity will pre- 


vail more generally than it has ever done +. . But 


« the end of all things“ will immediately ſucceed, 
and exhibit a tremendous ſcene, 
Satan and his vile aſſociates will be ſummoned to 
the tribunal of Chriſt, and examined in the laſt judg- 
ment; by which the malignity of their characters and 
the juſtice of their puniſhment will be publicly +» 
evinced. They are now “ reſerved in everlaſting 
chains under. darkneſs,” and there can be no poſſibi- 
lity of eſcape : but they will be brought forth . tothe 


may 
be ſubmitted to the inſpection of the aſſembled uni- 
verſe. The horrid ſtratagems, by which they deceive 


the world and haraſs the Church of God, will then 
be unfolded, and greatly aggravate their condemna- 


* Luke z. 18. + Johnxii. 31. 1 Rom. xv. 20. F Rev. x. 3. 
IXI. 13. TN. 7, & Jude . a 
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tion; Believers, who are now the object of their ma- 
lie, will triumph in their deſtruction; being admitted 
to 3 as the aſſeſſors of Chriſt, in that ſolemn 
trial. 


They will approve, 0 in, and in ſome 
ſenſe paſs the ſentence. © Know ye not,“ ſaid St. 
Paul, © that we ſball judge angels wo 5 


In the cloſe of all, theſe apoſtate ſpirits will be « caſt } 


into the lake of fire and brimſtone 4,” whence there 
can be no releaſe, and where their miſery will ſurpaſs 
our utmolt conceptions. Impenitent ſmners, alſo, 
ſhall have their portion with them ; but the fire was 
prepared for the Devil and his angels t,*” becauſe 
they were the original tranſgreſſors. There ſhall they 
all, in one horrible company, be tormented day and 
night for ever and ever.” Yet the torment will in 


no reſpect tend to change or ſoften their obdurate 


minds, They will retain 'their hatred of God, 
„ blaſpheme his name, and not repent, to give him 
glory 5. The juſtice of God, therefore, will not 
remove or mitigate the puniſhment throughout eter- 
nity. It is declared in the moſt exprefs terms, of 
which language is capable, that it ſhall be “ everlaſt- 
ing.“ And who ſhall preſume to object, or preſeribe 
to God the proper meaſures of his government, as if 
we were more competent to decide, what his own 
righteous perfections may demand? 
Ihe awful ſubject muſt give riſe to various reflec- 
1. Let “ the redeemed of the Lord” rejoice and 
triumph in their great Deliverer. While you contem- 
plate the oharacter and ſtate of the infernal hoſt, you 
cannot but be deeply impreſſed with your immenſe 
obligations. Are you not conſtrained to cry out, with 
devout admiration of your diſtinguiſhed mercies, 
© « Behold, what hath God -wrought!”” How much 
| has Jeſus done; how much has he pledged himſelf to 


1 Cor. vi. 3. + Reve xx. 10. 1 Matt. xxv. 41. & Rev. xvi. 9. 
| . accompliſh, 
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accompliſh, in your - behalf you are (de- 
livered from the power of darkneſs * and “ have 


overcome the wicked one f.“ But for the preſent, 


you may expect to feel very painful attacks from 
our malicious foe, though you ſhall not fall by his 
ands. His purpoſes againſt you ſhall finally be baf- 
fled, and even rendered ſubſervient to your ſpiritual 


and eternal welfare. Only remember, whence all your 


ſtrength is to be derived: you will © overcome him 


by the blood of the Lamb .“ To your faith 2 
ou 


muſt likewiſe add a diligent attention to duty. 

are required to wreſtle and fight, to watch and pray: 
and this ſhould be your daily, your unceaſing employ- 
ment. | You have ratified the ſolemn vow,, that you 
will « renounce the Devil and all his works &: never, 
then, dare to think of returning to his infamous ſer- 
vice. Lift up your ſupplication to the God of all 
grace, that He may * deliver you from evil,” or from 
the wicked one ||, * from his crafts and aſſaults,” and 
« finally beat down Satan under your feet f.“. 
2. Let penitents, who feel their own weakneſs, and 
dread the power of theſe ſpiritual enemies, be en- 
couraged. We allow, that there would be juſt cauſe for 


fear and deſpondency, if there were none to admi- 


niſter ſupport. But the Lord hath ſaid, «I have 
laid help upon One that is mighty +.” We refer you 
to Jeſus, who can diſpoſſeſs the ſtrong man, and take 
from him all his armour, wherein he truſted #*,” O 
fly to this Saviour, and entreat his gracious aſſi ſtance 
and protection! “ Surely, He ſhall deliver thee from 
the ſnare of the fowler :—He ſhall cover thee with his 
feathers, and under his wings ſhalt thou truſt : his 
truth ſhall be thy ſhield and buckler ++.” The horrid 
temptations, by which you are aſſaulted, and which 
excite diſtreſſing apprehenſions in your minds, are a 


Col. i. 13. + 1 John ii. 43. 1 Rev, xii. 11. 6 Catechiſm. 

172 Prayer. Ir Litanys 4 Pſal. Ixxxix. 19. ** Luke xi. 2 
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favourable ſign. We conclude, from the violence 
of your adverſary, that you are reſcued from his do. 
minion; for, if you were ſtill held in ſubjeCtion, he 
would not alarm, but quiet your fears, and lull your 
-conſciences afleep. Perſiſt, then, in a e op- 
poſition to the prince of darkneſs, and indulge the 
pleaſing hope, that Jeſus has broken the yoke of your 
oppreſſor, and will y give you complete deliver- 
ANCE, 8 wy . £ Fx 
3- Let careleſs ſinners be perſuaded to confider, 
whoſe ſervants they are, and how their ſchemes of ini- 
quity muſt terminate. It appears from' the ſcripture 
account, however unwilling you may be to acknow- 
ledgeit, that, while you arealienated from God, you are 
in ſubjection to Satan, You yield a ready com- 
22 to the propoſals of that evil ſpirit; act as 
his confederates, under his influence, il bes con- 
formed to his likeneſs. And does he not excite in 
your hearts ſuch tempers and affections, as render 
you wretched in yourſelves, and miſchievous to ſo- 
iety? Where, then, can you expect your final por- 
tion ? If God ſpared not the angels that ſinned, but 
eaſt them down to ee 4 rhe be imagined, that 
he will { ho deſpi reject that mercy, 
which 6 0 mover offered to them ? You « count he 
blood of the Covenant an unholy thing, and do deſpite 
unto the Spirit of grace :“ but this is a degree of 
iniquity, with which they are not chargeable. Ah 
what can equal the heinouſneſs of your guilt ? Or, 
« how ſhall you eſcape, if you neglect fo great falva- 
tion t O be perſuaded, while opportunity is allowed 
you, to © flee from the wrath to come !” 
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Self-examination recommended, as a proper improvement = 
of Stripture Character: Enquiries proprfed : Are 
we among the ſaints, or the impenitent—What is our 

ate, conduct, and 4. 94 we in the faith,” . 

conformed i- Chriſ i virus -in 


. 


AVING finiſhed our plan of deducing practical 
len from ſcripture examples, we m4 rs cloſe 
the ſubjeR by calling upon every reader to enquire, 
whether he has made a ſuitable improvement, Reli- 

gion does not conſiſt in curious ſpeculations : it is 
perſonal concern. hvac gt res therefore, to be 
ſatisfied with ſtating the contained in the ſacred 
records, or deciding upon the different people, whoſe 
caſes have paſſed in review before us: we ſhould feri- 


ouſly conſider, what is our own ſpiritual ſtate, and 
under what deſcription we are to be claſſed. As the 
knowledge of ourſelves is of far greater conſequence 


than that of any others, we ſhould direct all our ſtu- 
dies to the attainment of that important object. How 
forcible; and how exactly adapted to our purpaſe, is 
the exhortation of the Apoſtle! © Examine your- 
ſelves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own 
ſelves: know ye not your own ſelves, how that Jeſus 
Chriſt is in you, except ye be reprobates ? Let us 
attend to this ſolemn counſel, and pray that He, 
« to whom all hearts be opep, all deſires known, and 


® 2 Cor. xiii. 5 
%% 
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from whom no ſecrets are hid,” may ſearch and try 
us, deliver us from all hypocriſy, “ and lead us in the 
wy everlaſting.” r 5 
t ſeems to have been the deſign of God, in allot- 
ing ſo large a portion of his word to the deſcription 
of various characters, to fix our regard upon our- 
ſelves; and, without ſuch a particular application, it 
is not probable, hat we ſhall reap any ſolid advan- 
tage from ſcripture hiſtory. While we are forming 
an opinion concerning the celebrated names of anti- 


quity, let each one aſk, What am I to be accounted 


of? «© Enoch had this teſtimony, that he pleaſed 
God *;” but do I poſſeſs any evidence of a ſimilar 
kind? I read that © Abraham was called the friend of 


God :“ but am I a child of Abraham? Moſes is re- 


preſented as peculiarly eminent for his meekneſs of 
ſpirit: am not I carried away by the influence of 
foes envy, and revenge? While I behold the holy 

ife of Jeſus, the Son of God, is not the tenor of my 
conduct totally oppoſite ? Though I perceive and ap- 


prove the zeal, courage, and aſſiduity of his Apoſtles, | 
am not I deſtitute of fervent love to his name, and 
concern for his glory, being indolent, fearful, and un- 


believing? | 


lf we purſue'theſe enquiries through the ſcriptures, ! 
to what concluſion will they lead us? But the ſcru- | 
tiny propoſed" is unpleaſant; and moſt perſons ſtart 
back from it, as conſcious of a defect, and aware that 


their accounts are bad. We apprehend that many 
ſtudy the ſacred writings, merely to gratify their cu- 
rioſity in ſpeculating upon the various characters there 
exhibited, and indulge a proud, cenſorious diſpoſition 
in paſſing ſentence upon them, while they are averfe 
to a ſerious examination of their owa hearts. Are 


we, then, at liberty to neglect the repeated injunc« 


* Heb. xi, 5. + James ii, 23. 
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tions given us, to “ ſearch and try our ways ®,” and 
« prove our owh work +?” Or, is the examination 
of no conſequence? If our ſtate be ſafe, it will have 
a happy tendency to fill our minds with confidence 
and joy: and on this ground it ſeems highly neceſſary, 
even to advanced Chriſtians, in order that they may be 
preſerved in peace, and enceuraged to purſue the great 
object of their high calling with increaſing ardour. 
But, granting that we may poſſibly remain under the 


divine diſpleaſure, is it not peculiarly defirable to be 


apprized of our danger ? And are we not moſt likely, 
by a faithful enquiry, to.diſcover our miſtakes; and 
the way of obtaining deliverance? In ſuch a caſe, 
ſurely, a ſupine indifference about the event is unpar- 
donable, and muſt be expected to terminate in final 
deſtruction. The duty, here recommended, may ap- 
pear. difficult : but it ought not therefore to be de- 
clined, The chief difficulty to be removed is our diſ- 
inelination to every thing truly ſpiritual; and this cir- 
cumſtance, ſo far from being an exciſe, furniſhes an 
additional reaſon for applying to the work in the moſt 
eee tay ES 1,973, | Es 
In the ſacred records we meet with different and 
oppolite deſcriptions. of men. Some were, confeſſed- 
ly dear to God and eminent in holineſs, & a peculiar 
people, zealaus of good works.“ The queſtion, ther, 
ariſes, Do we reſemble them in temper, principle, 
and practice? If we compare ourſelves with Noah, 
Daniel, and Job, what likeneſs do we diſcover? Noah 
maintained his integrity, and “ walked with God, 
in a time of general depravity, when the earth was 
deluged with iniquity. The conduct of Daniel was 
ſo circumſpect and unblamable, that his malignant 
accuſers were conſtrained to ſay, * We ſhall not find 
any occaſion Ae him, except we find it concern 
is God:“ and ſuch was the fervour of 


* Lamen, ill, 4 + Gal m. .. 
, © an bis 


\ 464  8CRIPTURE CHARACTERS. 


his piety, that he choſe rather to be caſt into a den of 


lions, than abandon his religion. Job was perplexed 

and almoſt overwhelmed with accumulated afflictions 
and violent temptations ; but, in the midſt of his 
ſharpeſt diſtreſſes, he poſſeſſed a firm dependence on 


his God, and ſhewed an uncommon meaſure of meek- 


neſs and ſubmiſſion. If we turn to the new teſta- 


ment, we behold the Apoſtles. of the Lord, men who- | 
ſpent their ſtrength, and cheerfully hazarded their 


lives for the name of Jeſus ;- many of whom actually 


ſealed the faith with their blood. Do ve trace in 


any of theſe. perſons a repreſentation of our on cha- 


racer? Are we aQtuated by ſimilar diſpoſitions?” If | 


otherwiſe ; if we are in every reſpect totally oppoſite, 


how can we hope with them to inherit the promiſes 'J E 


"a ſcriptures exhibit inſtances of thoſe, who were 
avowed enemies of God, and lived in open diſ- 
obedience to his 9 Cain is deſcribed as 


e eee perſecutor and at 


length the murdeter, of * ri —.— — Pha- 


rich - appears as 2 daring „ unhumbled under 


the moſt tremendous 2 and hard 
his heart in defiance of the God of heaven. J- 


das, the apoſtate diſciple of our Lord, is introduced 
y of covet- 
ſor a ſordid bribe. In 


as an example of the pernicious 
ſneſe, betraying his 


erod, the bloody king, who haraſſed the Church, 


we behold a proud and ſinner ſuddenly 


checked in his career, and {tripped of his glory. 
While we mark their prevailing tempers, let us aſk, 


Are we not under the influence of the fame vile 


affections, or of others equally deteſtable ? Let us, 


then, not be ſatisfied with condemning them, but paſs 


an impartial judgment upon yearn and, wherein- 


we have perverſely violated our duty, let us 
with ſhams and contritics acknowledge our own baſe- 


neſs. 


oof | „ I. What 


From theſe r we ſhall be led to en- 
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1. What is our ſtate? There is an immenſe differ< 
ence between the condition of a child of God, who 
is an heir of heaven, and that of an impenitent ſin- 
ner, obnoxious to eternal wrath. We ſhould exa- 
mine, therefore, with which of theſe we may expect 
our final portion. We are all by nature depraved 


and prone to evil: are we renewed in righteouſneſs, - - 
through the efficacious, but myſterious, agency of the 
Holy Spirit? We are tranſgreſſors of the divine law, and 


as ſuch, liable to ſuffer everlaſting miſery. Is the ſen- 
tence cancelled ? Or is there any plea, with which we 
can arreſt the arm of juſtice, ready to take vengeance ? 
Who ſhall interpoſe in our behalf? There is One, of 
high dignity, who “ hath made peace through the 

his croſs, obtained “ reconciliation for ini- 
quity, and brought in everlaſting Favre ogra Are 
we truly acquainted with his character? Or have we 
applied by faith for the bleſſings of his ſalvation? It 
were abſurd and preſumptuous to conclude favourably 


concerning our own ftate, unleſs © we have fled for 


refuge to lay hold upon this hope ſet before us *.“ 
But if, through the merits of the Saviour, we poſſeſs 


an humble confidence towards God, we ſhould aſk 


further, | 
2. What is the tenor of our conduct? Ts it ſuch, 
as to prove indiſputably the ſtrength and excellence of 


| our religious principles? We ſhould judge according 


to our Lord's rule, © By their fruits ye ſhall know 
them ;“ and therefore it will be proper to enquire, 


What do we bring forth? Do we produce the ' fruit 


of a good, or of a corrupt tree? Are we ſo impreſſed 
with the importance of eternal things, as evidently to 


« ſeek firſt the kingdom of God. and his righteouf- 
neſs? Does it appear from our actions, that we “ ſet . 


the Lord always before us,” and live as in his pre- 
ſence? Do we ſhew, by an uniform, conſiſtent beha- 


* Heb. vi. 2. + Matt. vii. 20, 
| ee viour, 
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* viour, that we are truly devoted to Him, and deſir- 
\ + ous to do his whole will? Do we, then, abandon 
every wrong courſe, and pay a ſerious regard to every 
- known duty, though tempted to tranſgreſs by general 
cuſtom, worldly convenience, or carnal inclination ? 
Such, at leaſt, will be the caſe with real Chriſtians, 
Alter making all proper allowances for human infir- 
mities, and natural depravity, ſtill we muſt maintain, 
9 . to St. John's declaration, that every man, 
: who poſſeſſes the hope of the Goſpel, © purifieth him- 
= ſelf, even as God is pure *.“ if any thing ſhort of 
this high attainment ſatisfy our conſciences, if there 
- © be any iniquity, which we determine to hold faſt, any 
kind or meaſure of holineſs, to which we do not aſpire, 
let us not preſume on our profeſſions : our religion is 
-YAaln. 5 | * CEE 
Though we are perſuaded that our outward con- 
duct will ſtand the teſt, we ſhould examine likewiſe, 
3- What are our motives and affections? This is fl 
a neceſſary ſcrutiny, in order to determine the nature”! E 
of our obedience; ſince no action can be good, or 
acceptable before God, which ſprings not from a right 
principle. 4 Man looketh on the outward appear- 
ance, but the Lord looketh on the heart +.” With 
reſpect, therefore, to formaliſts and hypocrites, © that 
which is highly eſteemed amongſt men, is abomina- 
tion in the ſight of God .“ The tremendous decla- 
ration ſhould put us upon ſearching our inward parts, 
however painful the taſk may be. Ah! what trea- 
ehery and corruption ſhall we diſcover ! But let us 
enquire, whether the grace of God has ſubdued the 
depravity of our fallen nature, and implanted. holy 
diſpoſitions. What is the end, which we propoſe to 
- ourſelves, in forming our habits, or regulating our 
conduct? Under what influence do we practiſe thoſe 
things, which we know to be required? With what 
views do we frequent the divine ordinances? Are we 
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actuated by an unfeigned regard to God? Whence 


proceed our honeſty, temperance, and frugality? Are 


ve in theſe reſpects. ſerving God, or conſulting our 


own intereſt and reputation? What diſpoſes us to 
works of benevolence? Are we conſtrained by the 
love of Chriſt, and not induced by pride or faſhion ?' 
The: Apoſtolical direction is, Whether ye eat or 
drink, or whatſoever ye do, do all to the glory of 

od *: are we living by that exalted maxim? It 


is allowed, that eminent Chriſtjans experience a ſe- 


vere conflict from the corrupt deſires of the fleſh; _ 
but theſe they are enabled to reſiſt. If carnal prin- 
ciples and tempers obtain the aſcendancy, it. will avail 
us nothing, that we poſſeſs a fair character; our 
hearts are unſound, and what we boaſt ef as duties, 
are rather to be put down. in the liſt of tranſgreſſions, 
for which we ſhould implore forgiveneſs. May He, 


who ſearcheth«the reins,” enable us to paſs a right 


E 


judgment + BG 
It may be uſeful to purſue the enquiries, which St. 
Paul has ſuggeſted,. and to examine,, r 
1. Whether we be in the faith.” It is not 
enough, that we aſſent to the truth of revelation in 
neral, or maintain the whole ſyſtem of Chriſtian 
octrines. If ſuch an external profeſſion had been 
ſufficient, the Apoſtle's exhortation to the Corin- 
thians would have been unneceſſary. But,, alas! 


nominal believers, as we perceive in numerous in- 


ſtances, may be deſtitute of the true, ſaving know- 
ledge of the Redeemer: and therefore we ſhould ever 


be reminded, that *© the form,” without © the power, 
of godlineſs is unavailing. We muſt underſtand 


and feel the influence of our principles. It is of im- 


portance, that we © hold faſt the form of ſound 


words,“ and “ contend earneftly for the faith :** 
but the Goſpel requires more than mere ſpeculative. 


* 1 Cor. x. 3. 
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opinions. It commands us to-poſſeſs a ſupreme re- 
gard to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as the Saviour of ſin- 


ners, and an entire dependence upon him for all ſpi- 


ritual bleflings. To be “ in the faith, is to live 
in the habitual exerciſe of ſuch a diſpoſition towards 
_ Chriſt, expecting pardon, peace, holineſs, and heaven, 
as the gift of his love, and yet procured for us by 
the blood of his croſs, 8 OT TO 
This is the diſtinguiſhing temper of a Chriſtian, 
and of all others moſt indiſpenſably requiſite, With- 
out ſuch an attachment to the Soh of God, we muſt 
renounce our claim to the precious promiſes of the 
new Covenant: for they are given only to them 
that believe, Without it our beſt morality is effen- 
tially defective; and, however valuable it may be 
in ſociety, it cannot be acceptable to God. The 
proper foundation being wanting, the ſuperſttucture 
will fail. Do we, then, feel that our warmeſt affec- 
tions are placed upon the Saviour; and are we con- 
tinually looking to him for renewed communications 
of his grace? Do all our hopes centre in him; and 
do we derive from him, by freſh. applications, increaſe 
of light, ſtrength, and comfort? Can we adopt St. 
Paul's declaration, and ſay, „The liſe that I now 
live in the fleſh, I live by the faith of the. Son of. 
God, who loved me, and gave himſelf for me * ??? 
We ſhoutd ſearch ſtill further, and enquire . - 
2. Whether « Jeſus Chriſt is in us.” This doubt - 
leſs implies, that we poſſeſs his temper and diſpoſition : 
and ſuch will be the effect of a right knowledge of 
his character, and dependence on his grace. Thoſe, 
who © behold his glory, are changed into the fame 
image +.” They “have put on Chriſt + 3” and © as 
He is, ſo are they in this world .“ For this reaſon, 
He that faith he abideth in him, ought himſelf alſo 


„ Gal. ii, 20. 2 Core M 2% f Gul. ills 25. 
| i I John iv. 17. f 
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ſo to walk, even as He walked v.“ Let us ſeriouſly 
contemplate the perfect pattern of all righteouſneſs, 
and learn of Him +,” We have ſeen many bright 
examples among the ancient ſaints; but their glory 
vaniſhes before the ſuperior luſtre of this ſplendid 
e as the ſtars before the ſun. Have we 
been ſo ſtruck with the view of his excellence, as to 
be filled with admiration, and transformed into a 
meaſure of reſemblance ?. 
He was «© meek and lowly in heart;” © ſought 
not his own glory, and maintained. an uninterrupted 
fervour of devotion and ſecret communion with God. 
He was © not of the world,” but “ ſeparate from 
ſinners, and yet touched with the tendereſt com- 
paſſion for the miſeries of mankind ; he was merciful, 
ren forgiving, and even prayed for his murderers. 
e yielded a perfect and cheerful obedience, and, 
through. the ardour of bis zeal, accounted it © his 
meat to do the will of Him that ſent him, and to 
ſiniſh his work.” Such was the Saviour: but is this 
the pattern, which we have propoſed for our own 
imitation? If we have © received Chriſt Jeſus the 
| Lord,” do we walk in him t?“ Is the fame 
„e mind in us, which was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus ??? 
Are we fo conformed to him, that thoſe, who look 
at us, may behold his likeneſs? How many, alas! 
are totally oppoſite! The proud, the covetous, the 
luſtful, the profane, the ſenſual, the contentious, and 
revengeful, will not pretend, ſurely, that they are 
among the followers of the Lamb. May they feel 
a deep conviction of their guilt, and confeſs with 
godly ſorrow, that they are entire ſtrangers to the 
religion of the Goſpel ! | Nai 
But, when the Apoſtle ſays to believers, © Jeſus 
Chriſt is in you, the words imply mote than a mere 
imitation or reſemblance of his character. We may 
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fairly infer from them, that his people are joined to 


him by the agency of the Spirit, and favoured with 


his gracious reſidence in their hearts. No man, in- 


© deed, attains a likeneſs of diſpoſition to the Saviour, 


but by the renewing of the Holy Ghoſt.” This 
divine influence is the more to be inſiſted on, be- 


cauſe it is denied by many, who boaſt of the ſufficiency 


of their own unaſſiſted ſtrength. The proud advo- 
cates for what is improperly termed a rational ſyſtem 
of Theology, ſneer at the notion of a ſpiritual union 

|: as if it exiſted only in the wild imagi- 
nations. of enthuſiaſts. Let us, however, without 
drezding reproach, receive the doctrine on the au- 


thority of the inſpired writers, and pray with St. 


Paul, © that Chriſt may dwell in our hearts by faith “.“ 
Let us rejoice in thoſe: kind aſſurances of our Re- 
deemer ; for they are big with conſolation :  & He 
that eateth my fleſh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth 
in me and I in him +.” „ Behold, þ ſtand at the 
door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and 
open the door, I will come in to him, and will ſup 
with him, and he with me f.! 3 | : 


% 


DE. Believers, then, maintain a delightful intercourſe 


with their exalted. Lord. He guides and conducts 
them in the way wherein they ſhould go; he ſtrength + 
ens them with might for the work aſſigned them; 
he purifies them from their corruptions, for his ſervice 
and glory; and comforts them by decided tokens and 
clear manifeſtations of his love. Is this what we 
can teſtify from our own knowledge? Or, have we 


. ſuch an evidence of true religion in our ſouls? - Our 
doubts and apprehenſions ſhould excite us to greater 
earneſtneſs, in making and purſuing theſe enquirtes : 


nor ſhould we reft, till we perceive good reaſon to 
conclude, that “ Chriſt is formed in us|.” The 
precept, which requires us to examine ourſely 

implies, that it is poſſible to arrive at ſuch a concluſion, 


„ Eph. ili. 37. + John vi. 36. f. Rer. il. 20. {| Gal. ive 19. 
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on ſatisfactory grounds. Know ye not your own 
ſelves? ſaid the Apoſtle. An ignorance of this 
kind, we obſerve, is ſpoken of as diferaceful to Chriſ- 
tians, What will it avail us to be acquainted with 
the whole of ©« Scripture Characters?“ The grand 
enquiry now is, and will be at the laſt, What is our 
own? hy | ; 5.51 
- Is it thought, that the matter, here inſiſted on, is 

of trivial moment? It ſhould be recollected, that “ if 
any man have not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of 
his *. It is alſo folemnly declared, that © Jeſus 
Chriſt is in you, EXCEPT YE BE REPROBATES T.“ 
The ſuppoſition is indeed alarming : yet let not the 
expreſſion be perverted. None are rejected of God, 
as © reprobates,” or. doomed to eternal miſery by an 

. abſolute decree, without regard to the ſtate and diſpo- 

ſition of their hearts. But, 8 to this deſcrip- 

tion, thoſe, who are © alienated from the life of 
God,” cannot be acceptable to him: after much trial, 
they are diſapproved, like refuſe metal, which is fo full 
of droſs as to be unfit for uſe ; and therefore they are 
abandoned and finally caſt away. Who ſhall preſume... 
to obje&t to ſuch a procedure? Is it not conſiſtent 
with every principle of truth and equity? It is evi- 
dent, however, on this ground, that without a reno- 
vation of mind, through the influence of the Spirit, 
we muſt neceſſarily be excluded from the preſence of 
God for ever, O let us pray, that He would & make 
us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the 
ſaints in light f“ Ee al ad 

We attempt not to deny or conceal the tremen- 

dous truth, that “the wrath of God cometh upon 
the children of diſobedience 8.“ But, „knowing 
the terror of the Lord, we perſuade men”” to embrace 
the offers of his mercy. We ſolemnly warn them of 
impending deſtruction, and entreat them with earneſt- 
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nels, not to trifle away their preſent opportunities, 
Through the whole of theſe practical refleftions, we 
have endeavoured to keep in view the fad caſe of im- 
penitent ſinners, and engage their attention to the 


ſerious conſideration. of their danger; if any ſuch 


ſhould caſt their eyes upon theſe pages. And now again, 
in the concluſion, we preſs them to examine them- 
ſelves, before they be ſummoned to that ſtrict and de- 
ciſive ſcrutiny at the judgment ſeat of Chriſt, Ihen 
indeed will every character be clearly diſcovered : we 
ſhall « diſcern between the righteous and the wick- 
ed *. But then alſo will the ſtate of every individual 
be determined beyond the poſſibility of a change. O 
give diligence, to flee from the wrath to come, and to 
obtain © inheritance among tiſem which are ſanctified 
by faith, that is in Jeſus Chriſt f!“ 


It is preſumed, that many of our readers are among 


in defiance of all diflicu 
world knoweth you not, becauſe it knew not Him 2, 


the faithful diſciples of the Saviour; and the ſubjects, 
here treated, ſeem eſpecially calculated to promote 


tei edification and comfort. The writer will rejoice 


to be inſtrumental towards their ſpiritual advance- 
ment; and therefore, in 5 peculiar manner, he be- 
ſpeaks their attention. Poſſibly, you may be un- 
noticed and ſcorned in the midſt of a ſinful genera- 
tion. But be — to “ hold on your way, 

ties and oppoſition. “ The 


whom you ſerve. In this view, you will not com- 


plain of contemptuous treatment. Conſider, alſo, the 


examples of the moſt eminent ſaints. You are fol- 


lowers of them, who are now inheriting the pro- 


miſes. Their holy conduct will inſtruct you, their 


preſent happineſs will enliven your hopes. 
Soon ſhall you be admitted to a ſtate of delightful 


" Intercourſe with thoſe exalted perſonages, whoſe cha- 


. rafters you have been contemplating. Vou ſhall join 


Ml ili. 1. + As u. 1. 1 John i. . 
. , oy 5 $7 | with 


CONCLUSION. -- 42% 


with Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, with Peter, Johns 
and Paul, in admiring and praiſing the God of your 
ſalvation. You ſhall come « to the general aſſembly 
and Church of the firſt-born, which are written in 
heaven *,“ and-unite with Angels and Archangels, as 
well as with the illuſtrious company of Martyrs, Pro- 
' phets, and Apoſtles, in afcribing © blefling, and ho- 
nour, and glory, and power, unto Him that ſitteth upon 
the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever 4.“ 
Will not the proſpect ſupport and animate you, while 
you preſs forwards with determined vigour ? Let it be 
your great concern to recommend religion, both by 
your life and death. And may God-grant, that he 
who writes and all who read theſe pages may be able 
to ſay with St. Paul, in the view of an approaching 
diſſolution, „I have fought a good fight, I have 
finiſhed my courſe, I have kept the faith : Henceforth 
there is laid up for me a crown of righteouſneſs, which 
the Lord, the righteous Judge, ſhall give me at that 
day: and not to me only, but unto all them alſo that 
love his appearing tr! Amen. 
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We To the Two laſt Volumes. 
The numeral Letters refer to the Volume, the Figures to 
tte Page, | 8 
. n 
A 


a duty of, Hi. 153, 391, 405» 452+ iv. 42, 


An bagw became a diſciple of Jeſus, ili. 69. and after» 
ward his flated attendant, 124. | { 
AxatLs, holy, their nature, character, and ſituation, 
iv. 430—are God's miniſters, and perform his pur- 
Poſes, 431--434.—ſtudy and admire the plan of re- 
mption, —announced the birth of Jeſus, 435—wor- 
ſhipped him, —attended him,. declared his reſurrec- 
tion, 436—rejoice in the converſion of ſinners, and 
watch over believers, 43) will accompany the Lord 
lieſus to the laſt judgment, ſammon the = 5 approve 
and execute the different ſentences, 439—will be for 
ever employed” in praiſing God, confirmed in their 
holy and happy ſtate, and united with redeemed ſaints, 


441. | 
Apoftaſy, the tremendous GRE of, iv. 215-218, 
Me, of Chriſt, iii. 54—57: f 
 BXxnaBas, his labours with, and ſeparation from St. 
Paul, IV. 31 1—322. 0 a - . 


Corntiivs, a Roman Centurion, iv, 292—his devo- 

tion and liberality, 394—encouraged by an Angel, 

396—and directed to ſend for St. Peter. 397—re- 

ceived the Apoſtle, and defired his ** — 
* u 


„FF | 
endued with the Holy Ghoſt, and baptized, 398— 


400,——probably retained, þis firuacion 0 the Ons 
40 * F . „ D 


| Deity of Jeſus Chriſt, lll. 24—27, 30, 3 354, 

1 08 11. 9 39, 60, 82, 150, 165, N N 
To 

DzVvII, See EviL sturz 5 


"Rene 1 ther . iv. 3 yur ex- 
clufion from heaven, 446—tempted our firſt parents, 
448—maintain large influence in the earth, among 


the impenitent, 350. - were permitted to poſſeſs men's 
bodies, 45 1—op jos the Saviour, 45 2—reſiſt the 


Progreſs of 1 pel, 453 —aſſault mage: 454 
does not 2 our » 4 to Joop 


« will foon be confounded, 4 
5 | ment, and doomed to etera — 458. 


Faith, He oy and , of, iii. 9496, 303, 305. 
3 iv. n 

adi 1 mpefutina of fs, ir. 226, oat 250, 
Polly 20 of, . 59, „% ee 


mes a0 dir perſecuted the Church, 1 404 | 
killed James, 405—ittpriſoned Peter, 407—was en- 
riaged by that Apoſtle's miraculous eſcape, 408 —flat- 
tered, as if he were a deity, 410—ſuddenly deftroyed 
for his pride, 412—417. | 
Heres AwTtyas, his rank and character, iv 
his inceſtuous marriage, 270—impriſoned Toh the 
5 Buptiſt, zyi—yet revered him, 272 heard him glad - 
ly, zy; —and made a partial reformation, 275 — was 
reſtrained from deſtroyin Ae through fear of 
people, 275 —at — bng Peheaded —* 277 afraid 
of his being raiſed from the dead, 278—threatened 
Jeſus, examined and infulted him, 279—died in ex- 
e, 280, 
rk Guosr, his agency in regeneration, iii. 838—90. 
_ fin againſt, e 2 of, 369. iv. 63, 74 


„ 33 A 8h. rata 


IN D E x 


Hoſe and ſervice of God, to be attended, Ul, 50, 113. 
Jause became the attendant of Chriſt, iii. 124—preſent 


at his transſiguration, 32 —and at his ony, 1 8 
— ſuffered — rdom, 4 te 7 
ERUSALEM, deftrution of, iii. 386, 474. iv. 1 1 be. 
xsvs Cuts, importance of his character, 


truth of his hiſtory, 21—his pre- ex iſtence, 2 25 


ty, 24—27. (See Deity.) incarnation, Fer. 


tions made for his appearance, 35— 32. 


his humiliation and glory, 36—mita- 
culous conception, 3740. name 


- nativity, 41—44. circumciſion and preſentation, 45 


—vrfited Magi, 46—preſerved in Egypt, 48 
his wiſdom 1 — e the Poder, 
* ſubjection to his parents, 49. 
ö dwelt pared for obſcurity w_ his thinieth 
2—prepared entering on his miniſtry, by 
Fog baptiſin, $4—57. by his Taſting, — by 
the temptations of Satan, 60—who him to dit- 
truſt, 62—800 preſumption, 63 —and to ambition, 64. 
attended on the Baptiſt's miniſtry, and 


called certain diſciples, 69—72. at a marriage · feaſt 


turned water into wine, 73—76.' during his atten- 

dance at the paſſover, purged the temple,” 779—id 

not truſt himſelf with ſome profeſſed converts, 79. . 
conſulted by Nicodemus, declared the 


neceſſity of regeneration, 82—87. the operation of 


the Spirit, 88—90. the deliverance of hnners from 


condemnation, through his own interpolition, 91-93. 


the different ſtates and characters of believers and un- 


believers, 94—97- 


retiring from Jeruſalem to Galilee, 


| paſſed through. Sanwria, 99 converſed with a woman 


f Sychar, 100— 103. replied to his diſciples, who 
rought him food, 104—1c6. abode two days with the 


Samaritans, and had many converts, 107 - went to 


Cana, and cured a nobleman's ſon at uit 108 
—119. 

preached at Nazareth, 112—1 16, mi- 

raculouſſy eſcaped, 117—dwelt at Capernaum, 118 

—wrought various miracles, 120—122: roſe early, 

RAN EINE a circuit round Galilee, and called four 

8 diſciples 


5 I'N D E X. . 
HA 723 5 diſciples after a miraculous draught of fiſhes, 124—126. 


0 


"It 2 on a mountain in Galilee, de- 
claring the bleſſedneſs of certain characters, 125— 140. 


expounding particular precepts. of the moral law, 


, . 
. 

— 
94 
- 
wt 
— 
* 
5 

8 

-- 
#% 


. 


| wilderneſs, 18 3—attended 


_ 141—151, ſuggeſting cautions againſt vain-glory and 
the love of the world, 152—165. and giving various 
practical directions and exhortations, 166—179. 


beealed a 1 181 —retired into the 
y Phariſees and Doctors, 


184—cured a paralytic, 185 - called Matthew, 187— 


viſited him, 189—juſtified the free and ſocial man- 
ners of his own diſciples, 190—194.. 5 


at the celebration of the paſſover, 


cured an impotent man, 193 — called to account, declar- 


ed his own dignity, 194—197. ſtated certain proofs of 
his divine miſſion, 93 ſubjoined ſolemn ad- 
monitions to his oppoſers, 201-2333. 

ee . vindicated his diſciples for pluckin 
ears of corn, and himſelf for healing a withered band, 


on the ſabbath day, 2o05—208. performed various 


* 
# 


. * 


1 * 


7 
* 


| demoniac, 236—vindicated that mirac 


: 
* 


| 


/ the Gadarenes, 271—reſtored Jairus's daughter to life, 


cures, 209—ſpent a night in prayer, 211—choſe twelve 
Apoſtles, 212—repeated certain paſſages of his ſermon 
on the mount, 213—217. * | SE 

| healed a Centurion's ſervant, 2 19— 


221. raiſed a widow's ſon to life, 222—teſtified of 


John the Baptiſt, 224—226. lamented over the im- 
penitent, and encouraged the contrite, 227 dined 
with a Phariſee, and vindicated a- penitent woman, 


. weeping at his feet, 228—232. _ 


took another circuit, * a 

e, 237 ad- 

moniſhed and reproved the Phariſees, who objected, 
238—244. encouraged his faithful followers, 245. 

= delivered the parables of the ſower, 


| 249—253- the tares, the growth of corn, grain of 


muſtard-ſeed, leaven in meal, treaſure hid in a field, 


n e of great price, and the net gathering different 


inds of fiſhes, 254-263. Ret 
replied to ſome, who profeſſed a re- 


gad to him, 264—266. appeaſed a ſtorm on the ſea, 


2679—cured two poſſeſſed perſons, 269 rejected by 


272 


N 
1 
7 ' 


miraculous powers, and gave them a 


INDEX. 


| 272==healed 2 woman of te bloody flax, — | 
ſight to two blind men, 274 —expelled a demo 
- preached again at Nazareth, and various other places, 


2 | . ; * Wr 
| + la ſent forth his twelve 1 with 
emn charge, 

279 1 00 .. 
eth A withdrew with his Apofiles, on their 


return, :92—fed five thouſand by a miracle, 293—re- 
tired from the multitude, 295 walked on the ſea 296 
E ſilled the tempeſt, 297 — taught in the ſynagogue 


at Capernaum, 298 — 300. cavilled at by the Jews, 


301 30g. and forſaken by many diſciples, 305, 


. replied to the objections of Phariſees, + 
z08—cautioned the people againſt them, | 310—tried 
the faith of a woman of 'Canaan, 312—314. wrought 
many curks, and fed four thouſand, 31 , by 


Phariſees and Sadduces, 316-3 18. reſtored fight to a 


blind man at Bethſaida, 319—declared his character, 


und foretold his paſſion, to his diſciples, requiring them 


alſo to ſuffer with him, 3a0ů—3 23. 
was transfigured, 325—328. expelled 


an evil ſpirit, which his Apoſtles could not do, 329 


warned them of his approaching ſufferings, 331 paid 


the ſacred tribute by a miracle, 332—ſuggeſted folemn 

cautions . againſt ambition, offences, contempt of the 
weakeſt believers, and ſeverity towards an offending 
brother, 333—339- - 


| reproached by his kindred, went to the 
feaſt of tabernacles, 340—342, taught in the temple, 
343—miraculouſly preſerved from the rage of the peo- 


plwKkẽ, and officers of the Sanhedrim, 344—347. appealed 


to concerning an adultereſs, 348—renewed his public 


_ aſſerted his Deity, and by a miracle eſcaped 


iünſtructions, and anfwered various cavils, 349—3 53. 
a vi 
death, 354—356. 


* ſent out ſeventy diſciples to preach, 


. 357-359. addreſſed them upon their return, 460— 


replied to a captious lawyer, 362—delivered che pa 


Table of the good Samaritan, 364 —viſited Martha and 


Mary, 365 — taught and encouraged his diſciples to 
f Pray, 


# 
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,  * 
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ne; with £ Phariſee, and gave lovers re. 
569372 


warned his dikiples of hy pocrify: and | 
; cowardice, 373—375. delivered the parable of the rich 


L 376— gave cautions Again worldlineis, 377— 
- exhoried to prepare for his coming, newt Ling 


violent perſecutions, 380—preached the neceſſity” of 


17 , 381 —-Aeſeribed the barren fig tree, 382— 
ip healed an infirm. woman on the ſabbath, 383 ed 
chat many will be ſhut out of heaven, 3 a 


CE NCI Ne ee x 


 -Gined with a Phhelſce 0 on the RE, 
| $88—healed. a. dropſy, 390—inculcated humi — * 
e © 


à regard to the poor, 391 —delivered- the 


the great ſupper,  392——warned' his followers to pre- 
pare for ſuffering, 394—uvindicated his attention to 


finners, by the parables of the loſt ſheep,” the owns of 


en and the prodigal ſon, 396 4, 
1 Tant the parable of — unjuſt 


Reward, 403 ſhewed the uſe of money; 405—reprov- 
end the Phariſees, 406. deſcribed: the caſe of the rich 
man and Lazarus, 40 497 —exhorted'to beware of offences, 
forgive injuries, maintain faith, 46g—cured ten 


lepers, 411 —foretold the deſtructipn of Jeruſalem, 


 412—delivered of the importunate widow, 
and that of the Phariſee and Publican, 414—418. 
+," ,- at the fealt of dedication, gave fight 
to a man born blind, 1 2. to whom he declared 
his true character, 42 ibed himſelf as the Door, 
and the good Shepherd, 425 — 428. aſſerted his union 
with the Father, 4 miraculouſly das tn being 
-  Koned, 431. 


3 C1 22 


: anſwered enquiries about. marriage 


: 


_ little children, 436—replied to a young ruler, 437— 
> e kw the —— of riches, 9 
brered the able of the labourers in the vineyard, 
442—haſtened to Jeruſalem to ſuffer, 444—inculcated 
inn 1 hpr—ac two blind men near Jericho, 447. 


0 © viſited Zaccheus the publican who 


became 


" and divorces, 43 433=43;; ſhewed a tender regard to 


- 4 
aan, 
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VV 
became a true convert, 449—454- delivered the para- 
ble of the ten pounds, 456—460. 15 
| | raiſed Lazarus from the 8 462— 
467. was anointed with coftly perfume, 468470. rode 
in triumph to eye mos 71—473- wept over the 
Cl » ur tempie, 475», | - 
W 1171405 Tard certain 63 477—480. 

warned the unbelieving Jews,. 481—483, curſed a 

| barren fig-tree, 484—confounded thoſe, who queſtioned 

ls his authority, 486—admoniſhed them by the parable 

of the two ſons, 487—and by that of the wicked huſ- 


h, | bandmen, 439. " a | ; 
| delivered the parable” of the marri- 

of age feaſt, iv. 2—4—replied to the Phariſces and Hero - 

e- dians on the payment of tribute, 5 —confounded the 
Sadducees, by proving a reſurrection, 6—anſwered a 

of Scribe, reſpecting the firſt and great commandment,  * 

7— baffled the Phariſees, by propoſing a queſtion 

ft about the Meſſiah, g - warned his diſciples againſt 

* the Scribes and Phariſees, whom he reproved and 

ch condemned in the flrongeſt terms, r0—15. | 


p Rel eel Re, 


8, | commended the liberality -of a poor 
en widow, 16— predicted the deſtruction of the city and 
n, temple of Jeruſalem, with the concomitant ſigns and 
. |. circumſtances, 17—24. foretold his coming to judg- 
Fe ment, and exhorted to watchfulneſs, z5—29, 7 


inculcated a ſerious preparation for 
ed his coming, by the parables of che ten virgins, and 
Ty of the talents, 30—38. gave a particular deſcription. 
on of the laſt judgment, 39—43. p43 5 | 
„ celebrated his laſt paſſover, 459—waſh- 
| ed his diſciples? feet, 46—49. inſtituted the Eucha- 
Se rift, 50—52.. declared the treachery of Judas, and 
OY the approaching fall of Peter, 53-5. 
exhorted and - comforted his diſciples 
. in the gueſt- chamber, -58—65. repreſented himſelf 
1 8 the true W 3 obedience and mutual 
ove, 68—predicte ecution, 9. 
Ah Ip cContinued his addreſs to his Apoſtles, 
' with. a further prophecy of their ſufferings, a promiſg 
me] of the Spirit, and an affurance of his on return, 72 
Vor. IV. . 78 
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retired to Gethſemane, 87—warned 
- tis cr 83—ſuffered an extreme a ii 89597 
Tbetraped by Judas, 94— forſaken 
Apoſttes, 95. examined before the bigh-prieft, * 
demned, and inſulted, r 97-199. 
| examined alſo before Pontius Pilate and 
Herod, 101—104. derided and ſentenced, 105 109. 
crucified, 110115. oP | 
| | rayed for his mi derers, as he hang- - 
ed on the croſs, bi) —was reviled, 118—comforted 
85 the penitent thief, 120—122. complained of deſer- 
tion, 12;—expired, 124—126, was Pierced, * 
95 taken down and buried; 128—137. | 
© not left in hell, 123—roſe on 5 
this day, 134—his reſurrection proved, by the teſ- 
timony of Roman ſoldiers, 13 t many "ſo, Who | 
examined his ſeptlcbre, 137—and of Angels, 1 38=\ 4 


- 
_7” 


140. by his own appearing to Mary Magdalene, 141— , 
tc the other Mary and Salome, 14.2—to Peter, to two 
diſciples going to Emmaus, 143—and to the Apoſtles ; 
afſembled together, 145147. 


appeared at . Jeruſalem for the con- 
| viRtion of Thomas, 149—at the ſea of Tiberias, 1 51— f 
153, en a mountain in Galilee, 15 54:60 again at 
| ber ore « bus before the feaſt of Pentecoſt, 155 


—1 
in ende into heavep, 162—166. fit- 
teth at the right hand of God, as our High-Prieft, 
Benefactor, and King, 167—1724. 
| ©, will return in his glory, 176—judge 
the world with righteouſneſs, 178—184. and then re- 
ſign his mediatorial kin igdom, 185—188. 
Is their diſperſion and recovery, iv. 24. 
og8x the BayT ier, the harbinger of Meſfiah, his high. 1 
character iii, *3—miraculgas birth, 4—lſignificant - ] 
name, 5—cducation and early piety, 6—ofhce, 7— 
doctrine of repentance, and baptiſm, g—feproofs and 
admonitions, io - teſtimony concerning Chriſt, 11 ? 
. * W as a preacher, 1 125 ent for by * 7 
| rod, | 
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tod, 16 —impriſoned—directed his diſciples to Jeſus, 


17—beheaded and buried, 18. 


: "Joun the EvanGEL1sT, his parentage and occupation | 


called to the ſervice of Chriſt, iii. 124. iv. 264. ap- 

inted an Apoſtle—ſaw the trankiguration, ' 25 5— 
Forbad one caſting out devils—purpoſed to conſume 
the Samaritans, 256—petitioned for the higheſt place, 
258—attended his Lord at the laſt paſſyver, in Geth- 
ſemane, and by the croſs, 26>—the firſt, who believ- 


. ed the reſurrection, 138, 261—laboured with Peter at 


Jeruſalem, and in Samaria,. 263—baniſhed to Pat 
 mos—preached and died at Epheſus, 264—his Goſpel, 
Epiſtles, and Revelations, 265—267. n 


Jus, a conſummate hypocrite, iv, 204—attached g 


himſelf to Chriſt for gain—was appointel 'an Apoſtle, 


205—tiſhoneſt, 206—cenſured Mary for waſte of 


ointment, 207—warned by Jeſus, 53, 209—betrayed - 


dim for money, 43, 94, 21 1—deſtroyed himſelf, 213. 
Judgment, univerſal, proceedings of, iv. . 30 — 


Lord's day, See Sabbath. © 1% „ 
Lord's ſupper, iii. 303. iv. * fo 3 


Maxx, the bleſſed Virgin, appointed to be the mother 
. of Chriſt, iii. 38—deſcended from David - eſpouſed 
to Joſeph informed of her miraculous conception, iv. 
190 —viſited Elizabeth, 192 - brought forth Jeſas at 
Bethlehem, iii, 41. iv. 194 attended at the temple 
for her purification, iii. 45. iv; 195 went into Egypt, 
iii. 48. iv. 197 —expoſtulated with Jeſus for remain - 
ing at Jeruſalem—met with a rebuke from him at 
ana, Ni. 49, 74+ iv. 198—gccompanied him in his 


miniſtry, iv. 199—ſtood by his croſs, 122, 200— 
203. 3 | 3 


Marra, called, iii, 187—entertained Chriſt, 189. 


Minifters, inſtructed from John Baptiſt, iii. 13—1 5. from 0] 


Chriſt, 105, 212, 262, 283. from St. Paul, iv. 363. 


NaT#axAEL, brought to Chriſt, in. 71 . 
Naturg, human, depravity Ill. 87, 91, 311. 
1 ” þ | 5 0 — 2 . . $3 5 
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Ns Teflanent, extellence of, Ut, er N- 
| 5 2 truth of, 22. iv. 21—24, 391, 306. 
oDEM Us, conſulted Chriſt by night, i '$2—ſpoke 
in his favour'before the Sanhedrim, e in 
| kis burial, iv. 129. | 0 


Oneness the ſervant of Philemon, iv. e * 
bis maſter, and fled to Rome, where he was converted 4 
mrough St. Paul's miniſtry, 420—424. returned to 

dis maſter, with the Apoſtle s recommendation, 42 | 


Was affectionately received by the Church as a br er, 
and e e into the! en 426— 
„ 


p 
- Parables, of two „ inſolvent debtors, i iii, 230—the - re- 
lapfing- demoniac, 1 ſower, 249—253-. | 
the tares, 254—256, growth of corn, and grain 
of muſtard feed, 259—leaven in meal, 258—trea- 
ſure hid in a field, and pearl of great price, 260— 
the net gathering different kinds of fiſhes, 261—the 
good Samaritan, 364—the barren fig-tree, 382=the 
great ſupper, $92—thd loſt ſheep, 397+ the piece of 
"liver, 398—the prodigal ſon, > 29022408; the unjuſt 
ſteward, 5 rich man and "Lang 
iümportunate widow, 415 —the e blican, 
| *4r6=the Door, nd the good Shepherd, 425—428. 
3 mute labourers in the vineyard, 442—the ten pounds, 
8 ©  .  456—460. the two ſons, 487—the wicked huſbandmen, | 
| EP ten virgins, iv. 31—34. the e 35 


Fete to be obeyed, iii. 30. a | 

Pavt, bis extraction and education, iv. 295—2 bi * 
Fbariſee, 297 perſecuted the Church, 298 fu 
ſtopped by an appearance of Chriſt, Ne ery i 
him, 302—ſtruck blind—recovered his ſight— baptized 
by Ananias, ze ger preached Chriſt, 3 —what to be 
concluded from his converſion, 305—308. 

Ariven from Damaſcus, and then 1 * Jeruſalem, 

fled to Tarſus, e nied Barnabas to Antioch | 
in Syria, and thence to alem, 311 —ſent foros: 2 

him to preach to the 2 W ON 

Irus, W to Perga, Antidch in 32 
IaConium, 


Reer 


— 
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- 
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Y 


* 


: 


ceoded, 352—complied with Jewiſh prejudlices, 353. 


* tioch in Syria, 319—atterided the council at Jeruſalem, | 
320 —reproved Peter—ſepatated from Barnabas, 322. 


circumciſed Timothy at Lyſtra, 326—came.to 
Troas, and thence to Philippi, where Lydia and the 


Po were converted, 327—330. proceeded to Theſ- _ 


alonica, Berea, Athens, and Corinth, 331—339. vihted 


? Jeruſalem, and then returned, confirming the churches, 


0. ol | Toons 
came to Epheſus, 344—driven away by a 'tu- 
mult of the people, 347 ted Greece, and returned 
to Troas, 348—raiſed Eutychus to life, 349 paſſed 
on to Miletus, whither he ſent for the elders from 
Epheſus, and took his leave, $50—at Tyre and Ce- 

ſarea was diſſuaded from going to Jeruſalem, yet pro- 
aſſaulted by a mob, and taken into cuſtody of the Ro- 
mans, 35 A- addreſſed the people, hut was furiouſly 


oppoſed, 8 before the Sanhedrim, 399. 4 
4 


made his defence, 365—encouraged by a vi 
361—conſpired againſt, and ſent to Ceſagea, 362 — there 
pleaded his cauſe. With Felix, 363—and #fterwards 


With Feſtus, 366—appealed to Ceſar, 367—preached 


before king Agrippa, 368—372. 


* 


- 


ſent as a priſoner to Rome, experienced great 
difficultjes in his voyage,  376—ſhipwrecked on the 
iſland of Melita, 379—wrought miracles there, and 
received kindneſs, 380 - proceeded to Rome, 381 
dwelt and preached in his on houſe under cuſtody, 
2—385. releaſed, 386—travelled and laboured as - 


8 
Palate: 387 again  impriſoned—beheaded, 388— 
/ © what were his trials, and“ the thorn in the fleh,“ 


389. 


Prires, a fiſherman, brought to Chriſt, iii, 70. iv. 220. 


called to z ftated attendance on him, iii. 124. iv. 221. 


& 
£ 


appointed an Apoſtle, 222—walked on the ſea, iii, 
298: iv. 223—confeſſed Chriſt, iii. 320. iv. 224— one 


his Lord's moſt favoured and zealous attendants, iii. 


335 Me 226—warned of his fall, iv. $52 88, 228m | 


pt in Gethſemane, 90, 230—defended his Maſter, . | 
but ſoon forſook and denied him, 95, 96, 99, 231 
8 Y 3, repented 


1 N DR Xx 18 
. incerview with * Jeſus after 


" 2 os ch $2, 2 
prope tha el 90 6f « new A preach. 
- ed on the * 1— 58 d —healed a lame man, 
and addreſe the 2 —impriſoned—pleaded 
re the Sanhedr __ eteted Ananias, 242— 
4 impriſoned, broug before the Sanhedrim, and 
_ Teourged, 243<—went to Samaria, Lydda, Joppa, and 
4 eures, 244=-247. defended his ade towards 
| Cornelios—Jelivered from Herod,  248—250,” his 
 vritinigs, and — ” 


| P1649, bong ed of rt, ved Nathanael, iii, 


Polaris W's his charaQter, and conduct towards 

* Pier 5 at, de of, lil. 124, 1 
TE eat 
we} CO, 7. e 
{ Uples, iv, 29-8 ** 


Regeneration, its tu and n .* 
Reprodates, ve are fk += amiga 


Sabbath, duty aries, . 206210, Wy + 


Facrament, See Lord": ſupper, 
SATA tempted Chat ili, 60—66. hs VII 8vi- 
Airs. | 
mination, recommended, iv, 461—proper to en- 
ww » what N tpn of characters we are to be 
64—what 1s dur Rate, what our conduct, 
. pine ob „46% Whether we be in the faith, 467 
And if Jeſus Chriſt be in us, 468, 
Sytxa1r, See Hoy Gnder. | 


186, #70, 
rayer, 10 


his d 


+ | STxPFHEN, choſen a deacon—his faith and zeal, i; mY 


For certain Ne 284 —arraign 
' fore the Sanhedrim, 285—ſhone with a m — 052 
luſtre entered on * efence, 286—incenſed the 
d l 287 Ja, -e ned, ng forks aa. | 
5 to jeſus, 2 ying murder - 

ers, 2 buried an r 291. 

| Caicide, fin of, iv, 17% IHE TEE [A 
VVV Temptation, 


a 
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Findtation, $66 Sara and Evi gag. if 

h. Thomas, difbelieviig our Lord's reſurreQion, was 
n, convinced by his ate ee, iv. 149. 
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Vol n. 201. L 4. fer er ed, cond eaſt bb. 
ö 260. 1. penult. for I, read It 
| 295. J. 21, for extaornary, read extraordinary, 
J 310. J. 11. Ar heart, read fer 

446. note, Ja Fil. i. 4d Phi, it 742 


GT» | 
Vol. iv. 52. I. 4. for injuRtion, read injuncti * 
103. I. 3. for virtual, read ritual. 

Gy 104. I. laſt, for end, reud and. 
| 106. note, for Mar. xx. read Mar, xy. 
108, —— {tr Heb. Xii. r Heb. 7 5 
109. — for Pak. cxix, mad Pfal. cx. 
e for-anious, read furious. 5 
1 436-124: e red this numerous 
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